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PREFACE. 


T^e ‘ world, in the general case, is little in- 
terested in the motives which induce an au- 
thor either to give or withhold a composition 
from publication, and he has no title to ob- 
trude his reasons in a matter of such inconsi- 
derable importance upon the public. But in 
the peculiar case of a writer who has already 
commenced and is far advanced in a work of 
i|nore than ordinary magnitude and difficulty, 
^d where an obligation of the strongest kind 
to devote his whole leisure timfe to its com- 
pletion, has been contracted by the signal and 
pndeserved favour with which it has been re- 
ceived, the case is different. When the author 
reflects on the fact, that three editions of the 
first seven volumes of the “ History, of Europe 
during the French Revolution” had issue(| 
ropi the press before the eighth was publish- 
ed, and that the work has been translated into 
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French' and German, before it was ev^ii com- 
pleted in its own language,- — he feels that some 
apology is due, at least to the purchasers of 
that voluminous composition, for the publica- 
tion of ar^ other treatise, which might have 
the appearande even of distracting his atten- 
tion from the completion of his prior undet- 
taking. 

The first draft of the present work on the 
Principles of Population was composed in the 
years 1809 and 1 810, when the author, having 
just terminated his philosophical studies at the 
University,, was led anxiously to inquire into 
the truth of those doctrines in regard to the 
tendency of population to press upon the 
means of subsistence, which were then making 
a great impression from the deserved celebrity 
of Mr Malthus’s writings, and have since com- 
manded such general consent from political 
philosophers.' An early and highly valued 
friend, whose great abilities have since deserv- 
edly raised him to the first place at the Bar of 
Scotland,* to whom the work was commu- 
nicated two years afterwards, strongly advis- 
ed the aqthor to prepare it for publication 
even at that early period ; and from 1812 tc; 

.lohu Hope, Esq. Dean of the Faculty of Advocates, late ^)rKu 
1 or-Geueral for Beotia n d , 
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j «iy, accordingly spent, partly in the re- 
moulding of it, with a view to engrossing in its 
pa^es, the great additions which more exten- 
.sive reading and subsequent reflection natu- 
rally suggested, — ^partly in repeatedand exten- 
sive travelling over the British islands and 
the Continent, with a view to ascertain whether 
the vifews it contained, and which were so 
niu^ih at t^ariance with what generally obtain- 
ed credit in the world, were borne out by ex- 
uierience. And when more extended obser- 
vation and reflection left no doubt in his 
mind that his principles were well founded, 
not only in general, but in their application 
to every branch of social policy, there remain- 
ed the more important task of condensing his 
materials, which by this time had swelled out 
to an inordinate bulk, into a reasonable com- 
pass. The attempt to eftect this object soon 
showed that the whole mus t be r e- wri tten, w h ich 
was accordingly begun in 1 8) 9 ; but it proved 
!a task of such labour from the contraction 
which had become necessary, that, amidst* a 
multitude of official and professional engage- 
ments, it was not till the end of 1828 that 
' the work was completed in its present form. 

At this period, hotvever, the author perceiv- 
^ ed with legrbt, that the time for publication 
•at that time, at ]^east, and, as he then thought, 
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for mope than his own lifetime, ha<i’ gone 
past. Constitutional changes of the most 
important kind had already commenced, ' or 
were loudly called for, in this country ; poli- 
tical regeneration, or selfish interest, occupied 
every head and heart in France ; the agita- 
tion of the public mind in both countries was 
excessive, and presaged but too surely thfe com- 
ing storm; and the author saw cledrly that, 
amidst the whirl of party ambition and the vi- 
sions of political regeneration, the speculations 
of one who proposed to better the condition of 
mankind by the good old method of “ feeding 
the hungry, clothing the naked, and preaching 
the Gospel to the poor,” were not likely to meet 
with much attention. Consigning, therefore, 
the present manuscript, as he conceived, to ob- 
livion for his own lifetime, he contented him- 
self with recommending his executors to pub- 
lish it when the progress of events should 
render it likely to be of any utility to man- 
kind ; and eight days after it was finished, viz. 
on* January 1, 1829, he commenced the “His- 
tory of Europe during the French Revolu- 
tion,” which has since occupied every instant 
of his leisure time, in order to contribute his 
liiimhle efforts to those 'of other and abler 
men, in warning the world of the 6onsequences 
likely to ensue from the political tempest 
which was so evidently approaching. 
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The lubsequent progress of events has, how- 
ever, contrary to his expectation, led him to 
doubt whether the period for the publication 
of the*present work has not now arrived. The 
-ardent desire for general improvement, in 
part exhausted in the pursuit of organic alte- 
ration in the structure of society, has at 
length • turned into a different channel, and 
human advancement has been found by ex- 
perience to depend rather on social ameliora- 
►tion than political change. The accumulated 
evils of a large portion of the labouring classes 
in both islands, have drawm the attention of 
the benevolent in every part of the empire to 
the means of their removal ; while the politi- 
cal and personal danger to the state, and all 
its members, from the misdirected passion for 
change so unhappily prevalent in the manufac- 
turing districts, has forcibly roused the anxiety 
of all classes in the community. . Contrary to 
the principles of recent economical philosophy, 
poor-laws have been established, though hither- 
to on a most imperfect scale, in Ireland ; and, 
despite all the prepossessions of the most influ- 
ential members of the Legislature in favour of 
the reciprocity system, the national mind has 
become strongly roused to the incalculable and* 
far preferable advantages of colonization. 

. The iminession produced by the growth of 
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these changes in national thought, aind the 
favourable reception which some of his 
views on detached points, embraced in the pre- 
sent work, met with from the public ill vari- 
ous forms,* had for some years induced the 
author to contemplate, at no distant period, 
the publication of the whole ; but the extra- 
ordinary pressure arising from his official du- 
ties, and the research and labour unavoidable 
in the prosecution of his History, rendered 
him unwilling to embark in the task, even of 
revising the press, till that undertaking was 
concluded. The vivid and universal anxiety, 
however, excited by the late proceedings of 
the Chartists, and the revelations of social dis- 
tress and degradation to which they have led, 
as well as the general and well-deserved interest 
awakened by the late admirable publication on 
the Poor in Scotland, by the author’s nearest 
relative,'!' whose long experience had given him 
such ample means of judging of the causes which 
really depress or relieve the humblest classes’, 
have left no doubt in his mind, that the time has 

Pjirticuljirly on Colonization and tlie lleciprocity System : the 
present chapter on which is in a great degree printed from a speech 
delivered by the iiutlior at the public dinner given at Ohisgovv, to the 
first settlers who left the Clyde for New Zealand, on October 2‘2d 
It was entirely exteinporc,as thcfauthor had at the time no leisure 
for preparation, which may account for the peculiar style of its cfjrn- 
})osition, <?specially in the last sixteen pages. 

t Or Alison, Professor of the Institutes of Medicine in the Univer- 
sity of Fidiiihurgh. 
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now arrived when, if his researches wefre to be 
ofany service to mankind, theyshouldijolonger 
be ’withheld. He was confirmed also in the 
soundness of his general principles on the sul>- 
ject of population, and the motives ui tended by 
Nature for its regulation, by their exact and 
Striking coincidence with those which long ob- 
servation and unwearied research had impres- 
sed upon his brother in reference to the legal 
relief t)f the poor, as well as the results which 
seventeen years official investigation into crime 
in Scotland had furnished to himself. Impres- 
sed •with these ideas, he has, with no small 
effort, now finally prepared his manuscript 
for the press ; but though lie sees no reason 
to regret the long delay which has taken place 
in its publication, from the vast variety ofil 
lustrations which subsequent experience ha.'' 
afforded to his doctrines, time has made no 
changes on his general views ; "and the whole 
principles of the work, as well as their appli- 
cation to the management and relief of the 
{)Oor, and their explanation of the causes ol 
human distress, in all countries, are now deli- 
vered to the p#blic as they occurred to him- 
self thirty years ago. 

, Widely as the present work differs in its de- 
tails, and the topics it embraces, from that 
already before the public, the attentive readej 
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willperhaps discover the same general^ews in 
the principles enforced in both ; and regard 
this publication as rather a supplement to, than 
a separate work from, the History of Europe 
during the French Revolution. 

In the annals of that awful convulsion, and 
its consequences on the subsequent transac- 
tions of mankind, it was the object of the au- 
thor to unfold the moral laws which regukite 
the political affairs of nations, and illus- 
trate the secret working of Supreme Intelli- 
gence, acting through the voluntary acts of 
free agents on the mighty theatre of human 
events. He has endeavoured to trace, through 
an infinite variety of details, military, political, 
and diplomatic, the provision made by Provi- 
dence, both for tlie moral retribution of na- 
tions, and the general advancement of the spe- 
cies ; and to show that, while signal wicked- 
ness or strenuous performance of duty, by 
communities or tlieir rulers, seldom fail in 
the end, even in this scene of probation, to 
work out their appropriate reward or pu- 
nishment, the Gi’eat Architect of the Universe 
overrules bo.th, to the ultimate good of man, 

. and builds up, alike from the wisdom and folly, 
the virtues and vices of men, amidst the chas- 
tisement and reward, the elevation and de- 
struction of nations, — the mighty fabric of ge- 
neral and progressive improvement. 
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But^political events, — the wars of •nations, . 
the eontests of power, tlie rivalries , of cabi- 
netsj — constitute but a part, though a most im- 
portant part, of the moral powers which act 
upon mankind. ■ Social circumstances, less ob- 
served, and of slower growth, are both more 
lasting and more irremediable in their effects. 
After *the whole efforts of the warrior, the 
sta^esmah, and the diplomatist, have been ex- 
hausted, — after the annals ofvictory anddefeat, 
of glory and humiliation have been recounted, 
— it is evident that the most important springs 
of human prosperity or misery, improvement 
or degradation, remain behind : and that an- 
other and a less apparent set of causes has been 
throughout in operation, which often con- 
founds the intentions of the rulers, and at 
times aggravates the sufferings, at others mi- 
tigates the distresses of mankind. It is these 
causes which it is the object of the present 
work to unfold. 

! It is the aim of the author in the following 
pages to show, that the same Invisible Hand 
and Irresistible Agency directs and per- 
vades the social destinies of ^le species ; 
that in the progressive changes which occur , 
in the desires and habits, that is, the moving 
springs of mankind, are to be found the 
nicest adoption /)f the ruling principle at all 
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periods, «to the circumstances in which the race 
is placed, and their ultimate advancement ; 
that there is no permanent or lasting cause 
of distress which presses on the human spe- 
cies in any changes of its progress ; that the 
deviations from this order, which are every- 
where conspicuous, arise from the errors, the 
sins, and the corruptions of men ; that in 
the consequences of these iniquities, however, 
there is established an unseen agency, destin- 
ed for their ultimate removal or punishment ; 
and that the only means of avoiding that other- 
wise inevitable retribution, is to be found in 
the general adoption by man, in his social re- 
lation with man, not less than by nation in its 
joolitical intercourse w'ith nation, of those prin- 
ciples of Justice and Benevolence which are 
unfolded in the Christian dispensation. 

In both the same provision is to be observ- 
ed for the combination of justice to individual 
man or separate nations with the progressive 
advancement of the species ; and the author 
will not deem his labour and reflection for 
thirty years thrown away, if they are instru- 
mental in any degree in illustrating the in- 
tentions of God in the moral works of Nature ; 

<* * ' 

and if they tend to deduce, from an infinity of 
details, military, political, and historical, in the 
one work, and statistical, geographical, and 
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ccononfical in the other, the common prin- 
ciples of Supreme Wisdom, Humak Corrup- 
tion, Spirituai, Regeneration, and Christ- 

• IAN tfllARITY. 

A. Amson. 

PoSSIL IlonSK, LANARKSttlRK. 

Jtine 1 840. 




CONTENTS OF VOLUME I. 


^ • CHAPTER 1. 

• On the INt ItEASE OF MANKIND IN EARLY TlMES. 

► luijportance arul^ variety of the subject of the Work — Its connection with 
History, Politics, and Social Welfare, and with the Constitution of Human 
Nature as developed in Revelation — Necessity of a change in the rate of In- 
crease in the progress of Society — Law of increase in the Hunter and Fisher 
state — Irf Pastoral Nations — In the early Agricultural state — Importance of 
the Nomad Habits in producing the early dispersion of Mankind-— Principles 
of expansion provided for civilized Man — The spirit of Commerce, and energy 
of Democracy — ("ontrast between the early powers of Man over Nature and 
those of chiiized life.— P, 1~3'2. 


CHAPTER n. 

On the Fundamental Relation between Pofulation and 
Agiucultuual Subsistence. 

The Labour of one Man is ea])able of raising mor^ than is sufficient for 
his own suj)port-— And this liolds with any number of men employed in cul- 
tivation — And in every stage of society — Argument of Mr Malthus on this 
si^bjeet disproved by the recent progress of poimlation in the British Islands, 
and their obvious capability of yielding a vast and rapid increase of Subsist- 
ence — Same inference results from the present state and capabilities of 
France — Superiority of the power of Production to Population — Cfin alone 
explain the origin of the Arts and of Commerce — And the increasing powers 
of Agriculture in the later stages of society — And the increase of Capital in 
these later stages — Vast a<lditional numbers the world is ea]>able of maintain- 
ing — Argument from the examples of China, Hindostan, allti .Ta})an cited by 
Mr Malthus — Barrier which the increase of Luxury opposes to the increase 
of the human race to their extreme limits in any country — Reasons why‘*f!!c 
prnjg’ess of the human race is so slow, and so much within the powders of its 
increase and maintenance — Causes of the errors which have })rcvailed on this # 
subject — 33-82. 

VOL. I. 


6 



XV Ml 


CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER 111. 

On the Changes in the Progress oe Society which limit 

THE PuiNClPLE OF INCREASE. 

Necessity for the Growth of Restraints on Uie Principle of Increase, iw 
Society advances — They arise accordingly from the developcrnpnt of the 
Reason of Man — Effects of general instruction on the rate of Increase-.^ 
Prom the influence of artificial Wants — Their vast and progressive import- 
ance — From the' desire of accumulating Property and bettering one’s condi- 
tion — From the distinction of ranks and the desire of rising in the vvorld^ — 
From the diminished fecundity of marriages in mature life — And the morta- 
lity of great <‘ities — Importance and progresssive operation of these limita- 
tions to Population, — 83-144. 

CHAPTER IV. 

On TfiE Circumstances in the F'roguess of Society which limit 

THE Demand for liABouit. ’ 

# 

Changes in the condition of Society which limit the demand for Labour — 
Alteration in the employment of Capital, its important effect in this way — 
From the change in tlie direction of Wealth from productive to unproductive 
employments— -From the fall in the value of Money in all opulent States — 
From the introduction ari<l irnprovi'ment of Machinery which supersedes hu- 
man labour-*- From the multiplication of Animals and Imxury, and the growth 
of a superior mode of living among all classes — Proof from statistical facts 
that these changes arc consistent with the highest degree of well-being among 
the people. — 1 45-224. 


• CHAPTER V. 

On the iModification which these Principles have received from 
THE Influence of Human Corruption. 

Modification which these i>iiuciples have received from the corruption of 
Mankind — From Human Weakness — From unavoidable Misfortune, Human 
holly or Depravity — h’rom tlie oppression of Government — Double effect of 
oppression sometimes diminishing, sometimes augmenting the tendency to 
increase — Opposite effect of good Government and virtuous habits — Charac- 
teristic difference of the European and Asiatic Governments — h'atul effect of 
Asiatic Despotism on the action of Population — Action of the jiriueiple of 
Increase in these countries — Importance of such unlimited action in these 
circurnstancea to the Fortunes of Mankind, and its coincidence with the liajj- 
piness of individuals in thesi? communities. — 225-254, 
t 4 



CONTENTS* xix 

CHAPTER VL 

Os THE Principles of Decay and RENovATtoN in Human Affairs, 

Necessity for some check to Human Depravity and Increase in many states 
— Provision for it in the decay of National Virtue and Courage — Prodigious 
ravages o4War in ancient times — Necessity for such destruction at intervals of 
•the species — Difference in modern times — Principles of Renovation and in- 
• creased vigour which are there conspicuous, which render the destruction of 
Empires unnecessary as long as they continue — Chances of tiieir longer endur- 
oi>ce-*-Canses of Corruptien incident to Free States — Spirit of Faction and 
rapid decay of public Virtue from Democratic Ascendency — Final Cause o f 
these Laws of Nature. — ^255-306. 


CHAPTER VII. 

''On the Action of the Principle of Increase in the East. 

Gcnjjral character of Oriental Oppression — Action of the Principle of In- 
• crease in the Turkish Empire — In tlie Grecian Islands — In Egypt — In Bar- 
bary and Lybui — In Syria and Asia-MinoJ* — In Hindostan — In China — In 
Japan — In Persia and Affganhistaun 307-J08. 

CHAPTER VI 11. 

On the Action of the pRiNciri-E of Increase in Europe. 

General character of the situation of t he People in Europe — Action of the 
Principle of Increase in Franco — In Switzerliind — In Flanders and Holland — 
In Sweden and Norway — In Russia — In Poland — In Italy — In the Spanish 
Peninsula — In Germany — In Ireland — In Great Britain 409-541. 

CHAPTER IX. 

Action OF THE Principle of Increase in the United States of Amkhica. 

Vast Extent and boundless capacity of the American Continent — Extra- 
ordinary vigour and animation of the Anglo-American race — Us rapid pro- 
gress — Causes of that advance — Influence of the Democratic Spirit in tiro- 
diicing it General well-being and yet discontented condition of the Ameri- 
can Population Reflections on tlie probable future rate of its Increase, and 

the ultimate destinies of that part of the world, — 542«-5GJ. 

Appendix, 663. 




ON THE PRINCIPLES OF 


POPULATION, 

.AND THEIR CONNECTION WITH HirMAN 
HAPPINESS. 


CHAPTER 1. 

ON THE I.NCUE.XSE OF !M.\NKTNniN EAUEV TIMES. 


AUGUMENT. 

iHiportaiicc iincl variety of the subject of the Work— Its coniieet ion witJi 
jfislory, Polities, and Social Welfare, and with the Constil\ition of Hinnan Na- 
ture as (leveloj>ed in IlevclatioH — Neees.sity of a change in the rate c»i‘ Increase 
in the progress of Society — Law of Increase in tlie 11 miter and Fislier state — 
In )*asl(»ral Nations — In the i*ai ly Agricultural state — Importance of the No~ 
inad Habits in producing the early dispersion of JMankind — J’rinciples of ex- 
pansion jirovided for civilizcnl Man — Tlic spirit of Cornmcrcc, and energy ' of 
Democracy — (\>ntra,st betwi'cn the early powers of Man over Nature and those 
of civilized li/c. 

Ai.though the subject of population, or the varying 
laws of Iiumaii increase, in different periods of society, 
has not hitherto received the same attention, either 
from philosophers or practical statesmen, with tliose 
which more immediately bear upon tlie vv^ealth of na- 
tions or the increase of public resoiirces^i^ yet it is in 
reality both a more important and a nobler subject. 
The acquisition of comfort, the production of wealth, 
tlie growtli of luxuries, form a part only, and, in a 
iiioral view, an inconsiderable part of the destiny of 

‘ VOL. 1. A 
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man. Jlicues are not always essential to happiness, 
either in nations or individuals ; wealth may accu- 
mulate and niien decay ; poverty and sufl'eringi. may 
reanimate the species, and awaken again, after the 
slumber of centuries, the sacred lire upon which the 
real welfai<e of the race depends. Although the 
subject of national wealth, and the means of increas- 
ing it, is unquestionably of very high importance, yet 
the exclusive direction of national attention to the ob- 
jects which it embraces, can hardly fail to be attended 
in the end with pernicious consequences ; and as it 
leads man aside from the real end and aim of Lis be- 
ing, it is constantly attended, if exclusively engrossing 
the national thought, with those premonitory symp- 
toms which warn him that he has gone astray. 

. But the subject of population embraces a wider 
range, and is intimately wound up both with more vital 
and more exalted consequences. It treats of the great 
spring in human affairs ; the moving power which, 
from the earliest times, has forced on the multiplica-, 
tion of the species ; from which alike the i)rogress, 
the happiness, and the sufferings of nations have taken 
their origin, and with the action of which the happi- 
ness of man from the first to tlie last ages of his pro- 
gress is indissolubly united. In treating of this sub- 
ject, we are not confined merely to a. speck of time, 
nor in danger of being absorbed by the pressing inte- 
rests of present existence ; our vision is carried back- 
ward to the, earliest, and forward to the most distant 
ages ; the vast course of human events is unfolded to 
our view ; and the present moment, with all its inte- 
rests and anxieties, is felt only to be an unit in the 
stream ol Time, and important chiefly as it lends us by 
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me Tigiii or the wi-ong’ channel into the great ocean 
of Eternity. 

Inkportant as the means of providing for human 
comfort or opulence undoubtedly are, errors committed 
iii these respects arc not fatal in their consequences. 
Their injurious effects speedily make ‘themselves 
knowti ; and by affecting the patrimonial intei’ests of 
the most influential classes in the comraunit)'', cannot 
fail, ere Idng, if free discussion is at all permitted, to 
suggest the •appropriate I'emedy. But the conse- 
quences of mistaken princijiles being entertained or 
(^ai’ried into practice, in regard to the increase of man- 
kind, are at once more pernicious, more irremediable, 
and less liable to detection. A diseased action in the 
principfe of ])opulation ; the production of an augmenta- 
tion of human beings at a time when the circumstances 
of society require tliat their numbers should he station- 
ary ; the multiplication of misery and suffering 
throughout the community by the removal of tbe li- 
mitations U'liich nature lias ])rovidcd for tbe I'egula- 
tion of tbe principles of increase : the excesses of ty- 
ranny, wliich dry uji tbe sources of subsistence, and 
close for a season tbe fountains of bunnui increase, 
jiroduce effects of a wide spread and durable kind, 
arid which cannot be I’epaired, except in tlie lajise of 
ages.' Unjust institutions, mistaken policy, liere act 
in the first instance at least, not upon tlie rich, but 
upon the poor ; not upon the intelligent, but upon 
tlie ignorant ; not upon the powerful, b’^ upon the 
oppressed. They work out in general their own cure ; 
but they do so only after tbe lapse of centuries, and 
by*the force of disaster which, springing from the 
lower, at length spreads upward to the highest classes 
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in* the ‘state. Generations pass away while the evil 
has been working unobserved in the humbler ranks 
of society ; and political calamity, sometimes irreme- 
diable, i.s in the end experienced by all classes-from the 
fatal neglect at an earlier period of those principles (jf 
just govei-iiinent and moral and religious cultivation, 
which are essential to the due develo2)ement of the 
combined material and spiritual frame of man. 

Great as have been the inroads which in'every ag:e 
have been made on the benevolent inte?ntioiis of na- 
ture, by the etfects of humaii iniquity or corruption, 
tliere may yet be traced by the careful observer tlie 
opei’atiou ot a mysterious agency, which in the end 
brings good out of evil ; wlrich compels the vices and 
passions and disorders of men to work out tlie pur- 
poses of Divine administration; which, in the pu- 
nishment of national sins, provides the means of hu- 
man amelioration ; and by bringing a just retribution 
on the guilty states, opens the wmy for the expansion 
of mankind under fairer auspices, and directed by 
wore elevated princij)Ies of conduct. In tlie w'orking 
out of this vast and unceasing system of Divine ad- 
winistratiqn, Hie jirinciple of population is perhaps 
the most powerful and univcrsfil agent. Forcing 
mankind coiitinually forward, it induces at one jieribd 
an increase of the species under circumstances of dif- 
ficulty, when its fortunes appear all but desperate : 
impels them at another into those charnel-liouses of 
nioitality— i-great cities — where the human race, con- 
stantly pressing on, is still unable to maintafli its 
numbers. I he cruelty, and oppression which in many 
wonai clues, as wet see now in Asia, thin the hu- 
man species, and occasion serious alarms for the ex- 
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tinction of man in liis most favoured regions, para-, 
lyse the strength of these destructive governments, and 
'prepai’es the downfal of tlie institutions and the reJi- 
gion from which this injustice has arisen. I'he arbitra- 
ry distinctions or unjust ojipression which, in the west- 
■ ern world, fiave in more than one nation •engendered 
a vast and redundant pojnilation, by giving men tlie 
means of subsistence, and depriving them of those of 
comfort, *are exposed to a similar, perhaps greater 
dangtu', by the expan.sive for<‘o of the very multitude 
wliich, by inducing a diseased action in the jirinciples 
pf popidation, tliey h;ive been instrumental in pro- 
ducing-. Thus, not oid}^ social welfare, but political 
fortune and national existence are indissolidily w'ound 
up witii the subject of human inci-ease ; and as the 
desire from which it lakes its rise is the most univer- 
sal and pow'erful, next to those es.sential to the life of 
the individual, which acts u])ou man, so it has in every 
age exercised the most predominant influence, both 
uj)on tlie happiness of men and tlie destiny of nations. 

It is pcrliaps of still greater pijjictical importance 
that the subject of jiopulation is blended in its most 
essential principles wdth the moral elevation, and re- 
ligious improvement of mankind. ATglected as this 
subject hitherto may have been, and dependent as hu- 
man Iiappiness may liave been thought to he on an 
unvarying lawg a stern necessity, which consigns in 
every age the mass of mankind to indigence and mi- 
sery ; it will yet be found uiioii a more cweful exami- 
nation, that, altlio : h without doubt a clrtain degree 
of sullering is the destin^ of ajl in every rank in this' 
world, yet hy far the greatest- and most active causes 
.of huinaa Avoe in every age are to be found in the ef- 
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fects of human wickedness. In the institutions which 
resti'ain the knowledge, or degrade the einploynieut, 
or debase the moral condition of the poor ; in the op- 
pression of the humbler ranks by the powerful and af- 
fluent on the one hand, and t!ie violence and crimes of 
popular insurrection on the other ; have been found in 
every age the most prolific source, not only of present 
evil or suffering, but of the engendering of that dis- 
eased action of the principle of inci’ease which perpe- 
tuates it through a succession of ages, and at last, by 
the very excess of evil, induces its removal. The only 
effectual means, on the other hand, either of promot- 
ing the present interests of the body of the people, 
or bringing the principle of increase in such a man- 
ner under control as to secure their durable welfare, 
is to establish generally those principles of tempered 
freedom, just administration, and religious inslruc- 
tion, upon which their present welfare has been found 
by experience to be so intimately connected. And 
thus the subject of population, wdien rightly under- 
stood, is in fact^ dependent on the same princi- 
jiles, and leads to' the same conclusions, with those 
which are drawn from the consideration of the sub- 
sisting interests of the present generation ; aiub after 
all the eff orts of philosojff iy on ‘this interesting mat- 
ter have been exhausted, it will be found, that the 
hapiwness and greatness of nations spring from no 
other source, but the integrity and virtue of tlie indi- 
viduals of wiijpm they are composed ; and that “ to do 
justice, and to love mercy,” constitutes the true secret 
'of social amelioration, and eihbraces the»w'hole politi- 
cal wisdom, as well as the whole moral fluty of man. 

Nothing, it may be thought, could Be added to aug- 
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iiient the importance or solemiiily of a subje<4t frauglit 
with such interests, and of sucfi importance to the 
besl^ interests of hurnaiiity. But there are yet great* 
er things than these, and the subject of human in- 
crease brings out in the clearest manner, in every age 
of mankind, the operation of that Supreme Wisdom in 
the creation and government, and mixed constitution 
of good and evil in the conduct and chai’acter of man 
which is announced in the Book of Genesis, and 
the perpetual recurrence to which forms the distin- 
guisliing character of the Books of Revelation. If 
we e«:amine only tlie physical situation of mankind, he 
appears literally placed in the paradise of nature, sur- 
rounded with a territory wliich is boundless ; teeming 
with riches which are inexhaustible; and endowed with 
faevdties which enable him to rise superior to every 
difficvdty, to acquire the mastery over physical natiu'c, 
and not only to replenish the world, but to subdue it- 
If we examine his moral constitution, we shall find a 
similar, and perhaps a still more striking adaptation of 
his varied wants and dispositions to the varying cir- 
cumstances in which, in the progress of society, he is 
placed ; impelling at one period an unlimited increase, 
when his numbers, in danger of perishing from the 
hardships of the savage state, appear lost in the im- 
mensity of nature, and gradually coining under the 
influence of increasing- limitations, as the liuman race 
becomes more abundant,— the means of providing for 
an indefinite incTcase more restricted, — ;jiind when the 
circumstances of society require that the rate of in- 
crease should be accoimnodaled to a stationary or dcL 
dining order of things. If the physical bounty of Na- 
ture, or the ijioral adaptation of the law's of increase to 
the varying .destiny of human nature, be abstractly 
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considergi, the same ordei* and benevolence is at once 
consi)icuous,.as prevails in the laws of the physical 
world. f 

But if from these sublime considerations we turn 
to tlie actual condition of mankind, as portrayed in 
the history gf the species, we shall have every reason 
to conclude, that a very dillerent agency has been at 
w'ork in human alTuirs. We shall there see the in- 
tentions of nature too often counteracted by the ef- 
fects of human wickedness, and tlie laws destined for 
the regulation of iJopulation continually thwarted by 
tlie unjust desires or grasping propensities of »men. 
In one age we discern the mass of mankind borne to 
the earth by the weight of oppression, and the hu- 
man race accuniulating, even in the most advanced 
stages of society, like, the beasts of the forest, with- 
out any other limit to their numbers but the physical 
inability to gain subsistence. In another, the fairest 
hopes of humanity, and the best interests of society, 
overthrown by the atrocious wickedness of I'evolu- 
tionary ambition, and tJie melancholy truth proclaimed 
in characters of fire to mankind, that the disposition 
to make gain by«in justice does not belong to one class 
of society, but is tlie invariable characteristic in every 
age of all the children of Adam. Jn both we 2)crceive 
the same fatal principles of disorganization introduced 
into the action of ijopulation, and the same misery in- 
duced by causes foreign to. the intentions of nature 
in the progress of the species, and which, but for such 
depravity, would have been jjroductive only of hu- 
man happiness. Instead of atttributing such eftects, 
however, to the inherent laws of nature, and supi)Os’- 
ing that they are necessary and unavoidiible in every 
age, a more careful survey of the conditi9n of men will 
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lead to the conclusion that they are, for the iiKist part, 
the eftect of human iniquity breaking in upon the har- 
mony of the works of nature ; and that the only effec- 
tual remedy for these diseases of the social system is 
to be found in the precepts and practice of that Faith 
which offers tlie means of Salvation to the individual, 
in the purification of the human heart. 

The principal errors which have prevailed on this 
subject have arisen from not attending to the progress 
of society, ,and the altered circumstances in which 
manl<ind are placed in the different stages of his 
jirog»ess. The most cursory exantfnation, liovvever, 
of the situation of the human siiecies, under different 
circumstances, and in different ages of the world, 
must be sufficient to demonstrate that the welfare of 
mankind requires that different laws should regulate 
the progress of po[mlation at different periods of its 
progress. 

I. If we consider the situation of man at his first ap- 
pearance in the world, and for a long period after his 
species has begun to multiply, it is evident that an un- 
limited operation of the jninciple of increase is requi- 
site, in oi’der to overcome the physical difficulties with 
which he is surrounded. Without the strength of 
many of the inferior animals ; without food provided 
by nature for his support ; endowed with a constitu- 
tion wliich requires artificial covering, and jilaced 
naked in the world without any protection from the 
weather; compelled to maintain an incessant, and often 
doubtful struggle wdth 'beasts of pi’ey, and destitute* 
of any weajions to countci’balance tVieir advantages, 
he is compelled to contend from the infancy of his 
being with wiyit, hardsliip, and suffering. Accustom- 
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ed as WQ arc to tlie' powei-s which ages of civilisation 
have conferred upon mankind, and to the complete 
subjiigation of the lower animals, udiich has resylte<l 
from the extension of his numbers, we can hardly 
imagine the difficulties with which our forefathers had 
to contend, when society was in its infancy, and when 
tl^e human race seemed placed in the midst of bound- 
less forests or morasses, onl}'’ to become the prey of 
the innumerable savage aninnils by whom they were 
peopled. It is the researches of modern tr’avellers 
alone whicli carry us back as it were to the first ages 
of the world ; u^iich have explored those regions 
where man seems lost in' the immensity of nature ; 
where the power and numbers of the animal tribes 
bear a fearful proportion to his feeble frame, unpro- 
tected limbs, and unarmed hands ; vvhej’e the incessant 
roar of beasts of prey resounds, save at the hour of 
sleep, through forests of measureless extent and impas- 
sable thickness ; Avhere every element teems witli ene- 
mies of superior strength, perfect equipment, and in- 
veteixite Iiostility ; and where his race, so far from ad- 
vancing, seems to be hardly able to maintain its ground 
against the difficulties and animosities to which it is 
exposed.® 

If, ill such circumstances, the multiplication of the 
- species had not been provided for by a blind impulse, 
unrestrained by reason, and undeterred by danger, the 
human race would liave become extinct before it even 
spread overjhe earth, AVbere the rearing of children 
is attended with such difficulty, as it necessarily is 
•among savage tribes, marriages can only be contracted, 

• ^ 

Humbolilt, Voyage (Inns I'Amerkjue Moridionale, vh vii. and viii. ; 
Mackenzie’s TniveLs in Nortli America, 347— 
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with any pTOS2)ectof inaintaining a family, ii\the eai*- 
liest period of life. The utmost vigour and , hardihood 
in tye father is indispensable to obtain the subsistence 
requisite for Ins olfspring. If his marriage is delayed 
till the weakness of age is added to the burden of an 
offspring, they must inevitably perish. -The means of 
storing up subsistence in ai>erinanent foi*m,and of ren- 
dering the labour of one period of life productive of 
a fund for the support of another, ai’e acquired only in 
siibsequont.tirnes. In the earlj;^ ages of mankind they 
were unknown— no moans then existed for providing in 
^the toil of youtli for the weakness of age, or rendering 
the- activity of early years tlicsorirce of a provision for 
the decline of life, 'i'c meet the Avants of the moment; 
to provide for the subsistence of the day, constitutes 
then the whole object, and, so far as t!ie cures of a 
family are concerned, the whole duty of life ; and the 
1‘ude inhabitant of the forest or the mountain looks 
for the support of ago to the youtliful progeny whom 
lie has reared around him ; wliose infant steps have 
followed him in the chace,or emulated him in the field ; 
and whose dreams of happiness consist only in pursu- 
ing like him the beasts of the forest throuc’h their 
pathless recesses, or braving tlie fury of the tempest, 
in the fragile canoe which lias opened to him the trea- 
sures of the deep. 

If the precarious and difficult situation of man in 
the savage or pastoral state is considered, — exposed to 
perpetual hanlsliip from the incleinency; of the sea- 
sons; doomed toconstant toil for the acquisition of sub- 
sistence ; subject to many of the diseases and oalamities* 
incident to our condition, .and ignorant of all the means 
which experience or science has discovered for their 
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alleviation ; unacquainted Avith the mechanical arts, 
and but imperfectly skilled even in the simplest me- 
tliods of cultivation, it seems surprising how his n,um- 
bei'S could ever have intTcascd, or the tender plant 
have taken root amidst the rude shocks to which it 
was exposed. ' It is observed by Dr Robertson, that 
the American Indians seldom succeed in rearing more 
than two children to maturity a striking j)roof of 
the destruction to which the human race is s'libjccted 
in its earliest stages. Nothing has enabled it to over- 
come these ol)Staclo,s, and emerge into an easier and 
more pros]>erous state, but the incessant operation of 
the principle of population, unrestrained by views of 
prudence, unfettered by the operation of I'eason. It 
is this whicl’i has provided a constant addition to the 
numbers of the species more than suffichmt to repair 
its losses ; which, under circumstances u'hei’e reason 
would perhaps have despaired of tljo fortunes of man- 
kind, has constantly led to its multiplication ; and 
through all the difficulties of infant existence has 
borne aloft in every age tlie Standard of the human 
race. 

In every peried of society, and in et'ery quarter of 
the world, accordingly, it has been found, that man in 
the savage state is indolent and improvident in the ex- 
treme. I’he eloquent portraits of tlie American tribes 
drawn by Dr Robertson, in his History of America, 
and by 'J’acitus, in his inimitable account of the ancient 
Germans, nu^y serve for pictures of savage man in every 
age and quarter of the globe. A seemingly invincible 
repugnance to labour chains Itim to the occupations of 
hunting or fishing ; the tumult of war, the animation 


Hfilicrtsoii’s Ainericji, ii. 149. 
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of the cliase, can alone rouse his- indolent frame into 
activity ; and till the pressure of necessity rouses tlie 
sliifnbering savage to strenuous exertion, he seems in- 
sensible to every thing but the enjoyments of I’epose* 
Tliese habits are so strong, that they are generally 
found to be indelible. All the effortsof thernissionaries, 
and all the ellects of bordering civilisation, have been 
unable to reclaim the North American Indians from 
the attractions of this roaming sjiecies of life. The 
in£ij’ch of cultivaition has contracted their territory ; 
tlie vices of civilisation have thinned their numbers ; 
ainTthe period may tdready be foreseen, and is proba- 
bly not far distant, when the red man shall be extinct, 
and the spread of the European race shall have extin- 
guislfed, in a whole quarter of tlie globe, the prime- 
val inhabitants of the earth. 

In such periods of society it has universally Iieen 
found that marriages are entered into at a very early 
period of life. Po})ulatioii advances extremely slow- 
ly, and is unable often even to maintain its own num- 
bers ; but this arises not from any restraint upon the 
princi])le of increase, but the experienced difficulty of 
rearing a family. Improvidence in'^regard to the fu- 
ture is almost universal ; present gratification, the 
wants or necessities of the moment, constitute tlie 
sole principles of action. These peculiarities ai’c 
everywhere cliaracteristic of savage life ; and no- 
thing can be clearer, than if they were not so, the 
human race would, in such circiimstances;, immediate- 
ly perish. When we reproach the inhabitants of sa- 
vage or imperfectly civilized life with their habits, 
we forget both the circumstances in which they are 
placed, and the necessity to wliich they are subject- 
ed, in order .to provide for the increase of the spe- 
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cies- in the infant- ages of society. We are asto- 
nished at their listlessness and jnsunnountableaversion 
to labour of any sort, forgetting, that when the ‘arts 
are unknown and artificial wants uufelt, industry can 
meet with no i*eward, and indolence be subjected to 
no acqiiired privations ; and that after their ani- 
mal wants are satisfied, any ulterior exertion would 
be to tliem toil uitliout motive, effort without re- 
ward. ^V'e lament their want of foresight, and con- 
trast their conduct with what our own would be, un- 
der similar cireurnstauces, and never recollect, that it 
is that v'ciy improvidence which compels cxeftion, 
which never otherw ise would have been made ; conti- 
nues tlie multiplication of the species under circumstau- 
ccs w'hei’e reason might have prevented its increase ; 
and, by exposing men to the pressure of necessity, gives 
birth to their invention, and forces on tlieir improve- 
ment. We reprocich them for marrying so early in life, 
and feel little ]>ity for the difhcnlty of maintaining an 
offspring in wliich tlicy are, in consequence, involved, 

' — forgetting that it is tlien alone that flio father pos- 
sesses the physical means of maintaining a family ; 
that nothing bnf parental love or stern necessity can 
rouse uncivilized man to continued exertion ; that 
without such a habit the species could never have 
emerged from tlie woods ; and that w^e ow'e our exist- 
ence, and the wealth which has given u.s onr foresight 
and civilisation, to the prevalence of improvident in- 
stinct ainongkour forefathers. 

Nor is it to be supposed that the immediate happi- 
ness and enjoyment of these early tribes are infeidorto 
those of subsequent times, or that the pioneers of the 
human race are doomed to a life of suflering, in order 
that prosi>erity and greatness may accrue to their sue- 
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cossors. Such is the constitution of the human mind, 
and so marvellously is it adapted to the changing cir- 
cunietances in which the race is placed, that there is 
no situation in which it is not qualified to reap feli- 
city ; and all the evils to which, at one period, it is 
subjected, are compensated by sources of enjoyment 
which are then, in a peculiar manner, placed Avithin 
its reach. The ease, the independence, the casual ex- 
citement^ of savage life compensate at once its hfird- 
ships and its privations. From the extreme difficulty 
which is everyw.here experienced in the attempt to re- 
.clainf hunter tribes from their desultory habits, we 
may discern the amount of haiipiness which is there, 
in the discharge of his duty, measured out to man. 
The ilistinctive passion for these pristine sources of 
excitement never leaves the species in any period -of its 
progress : it is felt alike in the last as in the first ages 
of society : wealth, rank, and luxury can sui)ply no- 
thing which can counterbalance their attractions ; and 
the real happiness of a British nobleman in the last 
stage of refinement, is often derived from occupations 
which are common to him with the rudest. ‘‘ He is 
found in every ago,” says Mr FergVison, “ like his 
associates, the dog and the horse, to follow the ex- 
ercises of his nature in preference to what ai*e called 
its enjoyments : to pine in the lap of ease and of afflu- 
ence, and to exult in the midst of alarms which seem 
to tlireaten his being,- — in all of which his disposition 
for action only keeps pace Avith the A’^arie'y of powers 
with which he is endowed ; and the most respectable 
attributes of his nature, patience, magnanimity, forti- 
trfde, and wisdom, bear a manifest I’eference to the dif- 
ficulties with which he is destined to struggle. And 
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if there»be a refinement in affirming that his happiness 
is not lo be measured by the opposite se^of enjoy- 
ments, it is a refinement AKhich was felt by Regulus 
and Cincinnatus before the date of iffiilosophy ; it is 
a refinement which every schoolboy knows at i)lay, 
and every cavage confirms when lie looks from his 
forest, on the pacific city, and scorns the plantation 
whose master he cares not to imitate.”* 

II. The condition of mankind in the pastoral state is 
much more favourable to tlie multiplication of his 
numbers ; but tlie unrestrained operation of the prin-. 
ciple of increase is not less essential to the progress of 
society in that state than in savage life. The free 
and independant life of the herdsman who follows his 
cattle over boundless plains has such attractions to 
mankind in every quai’fer of the globe, that, if the pres- 
sure of want were not felt, it never would be relirnpiisli- 
ed for the severe and incessant toil of the.husbandman. 
Such is the physical enjoyment with which this species 
of existence is attended that it makes itself known to 
men even in the most artificial and adorned stages 
of society. Evlny sportsman has felt the glow of de- 
light with which liis frame is penetrated when emerg- 
ing from the cares or the luxuries of the cities of the 
plain, he first breathes the fresh air, and gazes on the 
unbi'oken expanse of mountain solitudes ; and every 
European traveller lias told us that the animation and 
exciternent^if travelling on horseback through the 
jiastoral wilds, whetlier of the old | or the new world, i 
is such that it overpowers eve‘ry other feeling, and ren- 
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(lers a period of continued toil, the most brilliant spot 
in the recollection even of civilized man. 

* Ex^jerience has everywhere proved, that the difficul- 
ty of prevailing on wandering nations to settle in one 
place and betake themselves to the cultivation of the 
soil is extreme.* The Tartar and Arab .tribes still 
roam over the plains and the deserts which were tra- 
versed by their ancestors three thousand years ago. 
/j^heir uiotie of life, their knowledge, their manners, 
have undergone no alteration during that long period. 
'I’he opposition exj)erieneed by the Christian missions 
ill tiieh’ endeavours to reclaim the Indian ti'ibes who 
u andcr over the steppes of Buenos Ayres, may con- 
vince us, that, altliougli the pastoral state is eminent- 
ly favourable to the increase of the human species, it 
never would be abandoned, but from the pressure tif 
necessity, for a more laborious or si'ilentary employ- 
ment. The Persian rnonarchs, from the earliest ages, 
have constantly laboured to reclaim the Nomad nations 
on their frontiers from their wandering mode of life ; 
and it formed a leading object to which the elForts of 
Alexander the Gi’eat w'ere assiduously directed ;f but 
very little success has’ attended their* exertions, and 
the east is still, in every direction, fdled with pastoral 
tribes, who, so far from remaining in their original 
seats, have issued forth and spread vvlierever tlie de- 
cay of cultivation afforded them the means of feeding 
their flocks or herds. Russia now strives with en- 
lightened industry and colossal power tp^ellcct this 

great transformation ; hut it is still almost as £ar as 

» , 

I It has fonned the ^raiid oirject in every age of oriental i)oUcy\ 

but Avliioh ha.^, to this day, been most imperfectly (tarried intt; execu- 
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ever from its accomplishment ; the hushandmon whom 
she allures to the Steppes insensibly fall off from their 
previous habits ; physical circumstances assert ttheir' 
wonted ascendency over human inclination ; and the 
wilds in most places remain, and will probably ever 
remain, superior to all the efforts of man for their cul- 
tivation. 

Unless, therefore, the principle of increase had been 
unlimited in its operation in pastoral ages, the nations 
which had been thrown into that line of life never 
could have emerged fiorn that primitive state. It is 
the feeling of want which impels them into other i-e- 
gions, and leads to the formation of different habits. 
But for the rapid multiplication of the Scythian tribes 
they would have wandered to this day unknown and 
uilchanged in the Steppes of tlie Ukraine or the plains 
of Tartary, and the nations of Europe who have si)rung 
from their descendants would never have existed. 
It was the pressure of numbers alone which com- 
pelled them to leave these desert regions, and im- 
pelled them alternately upon the Roman, the Indian, 
or the Chinese empires. The great work of peopling 
the globe was accomplished by the swarms who were 
successively cast off from the Scythian tribes. The 
Cyrnbri, who first spread from Central Asia over Tur- 
key, Germany, and the west of Europe the Celts, 
who subsecpiently migrated in the same direction, and 
laid the foundation of the French, the British, and the 
Spanish people :t the Goths, who afterwards poured 
into the decaying provinces of the Roman Empire, and 
rolled over the south of Europe the wave which rose 
on the borders of China : the Moguls, who have so of- 

* Tunior’.s Aiiglo-Snxons, i. cluip. i. 
f Clifihnors's CalodGnia, i. 7:^. 
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ten overwhelmed the Indian provinces, or spread a new 
race over the plains of Asia ; were all propelled by 
the want which the multiplication of the numbers of 
mankind had occasioned in their native wilds. It was 
this pressure wdiich forced the human race to expand 
itself, even in the rudest ages of society ; wlrich scatter- 
ed far and wide the seeds of future nations, from the suf- 
fering which they felt in their native seats even in the 
infancy of the' species ; and made the forced migration 
of sliepherd tribes the means of jieopling an uninha- 
hited world. 

The passions whicli men in tliis state of society feel 
for the wandering liabits which their forefathers led 
before tliern, as well as their physical situation, is such, 
that it Will probably for ever chain a large portion of 
tlie human race to the Nomad slate* As the pastor- 
il nations were destined to act as one of the miglitiest 
igents in conducting the intentions of nature in every 
ige, so there is a provision for their continued exist* 
aice ill the physical circumstances of a large ])ortioii 
:)f the globe* (rreat part of the high table-land of 
Asia, wlijch shelves upwards from tlie Northern Oceap 
lo the Himalaya snows, at the foot of vv^hich it ks four- 
teen thousand feet above the sea, is utterly incapable of 
arable cultivation districts in Tartaryand Mongolia, 
twice as lai’ge as all Europe, are for ever chained to 
be Nomad state. The changes of civilisation ; the 
Ibices (equally witli the virtues of enlightened man roll 
unheeded round these secluded wildvS : in them 

the species is •continually multiplying, and in their 
solitudes are found at one period the progenitors, at 
another the avengers of the human race. 
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Tlie "character and habits of mankind were necessa- 
rily altered by the different circumstances in which^ 
these wandering tx’ibes found, themselves placed in 
consequence of their expulsion from their native plains. 
Wlien the shepherds of Scythia were surrounded by 
the forestsmf Germany, enclosed in the valleys of the 
Alps, or spread over the woody heights of Italy, their 
occupation and mode of life of necessity underwent a 
change. 'I'he impossibility of finding pasture for 
their cattle compelled them to seek the xtieans of sub- 
sistence in the cultivation of the earth ; the vicinity 
of the ocean suggested new modes of earning a liveli- 
hood : the luxuriance of the native fruits of the soil 
uud(?r a genial sun offered an easier means of existence 
than any to which they had previously been halfituated. 
1'hus the rapid increase of rxtankind in the pastoral 
state had the effect not only of spreading their num- 
ber over the world, but of changing their occupation, 
giving a new direction to their desires, and conse- 
quently modifying their character. An alteration of 
the physical circumstances with which they w’ere sur- 
rounded ; the sight of new objects, the taste of new 
fruits, the feelhig of a difl'erent climate, t4ie opening 
of other means of subsistence or enjoyment, pi'odu- 
ced its usual effect upon the human race, and gave 
that varied character to mankind which w'as suited 
to the diversified mental and physical qualities with 
which they were endow'ed, and necessary to enable 
them to fiilfil their manifold destinies. From the 
Celtic or Gothic tribes, whom want expelled from the 
plains of Tartary, have successively sprung the great- 
est achievements which have ever distinguished file 
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race of man, — the ai’ls of Greece, the arms o&llome, 
\ the chivalry of France, and the navy of England. 

If, therefore, the unlimited operation of the pi'inci- 
])Ie of increase is necessary in the savage state to the 
existence of man, it is no less essential in the pasto- 
ral to his extension and improvement. • 

It is worthy of observation in this view, how sin- 
gularly the phyaical qualities of the earth, in tlie 
immediate' vicinity of the regions where man was first 
created, Avere«daj)ted for hisS infant necessities, and tlio 
means of the early and rapid increase of his race, both 
in tiie tents of llie herdsman, and the fields of the 
plain. To tlie north of the sunny slopes of Armenia, 
ivhere profane not less than sacred history assign the 
first a])pearance of the destined lords of the earth, ex- 
tend the boundless grass}' wilds of I’artary and Scy- 
thia, wliere not a tree was to be seen, nor a range <d’ 
impassable niountains intcrvejied, from the banks of 
the Danube to the frontiers of China ; and whore 
mankind, multiplying with the herbage which grew be- 
neath their feet, and the herds wliieli increased around 
them, found every {)ossib!c facility for the rapid ex- 
tension of their numl)ers in the sheplpord slate. At 
<he foot of the same mountains, to the south, lay ex- 
tended the noble ])lain of Mesopotamia, with a natu- 
ral irrigation unparalleled in the world, furnishing the 
means of ample subsistence under the prolific sun of 
Asia ; and teeming ufith a luxuriance of natural riches 
Hdiicli in every age has excited the astonishment of 
mankjnd, and which all the labour of subsequent ages 
has been unable to exbaus't. Had either been awant- 
ing the species must have perished in its cradle ; had 
the plain of Sbinar notofiered tohis hand unbounded 
natural riches, tjie cities of the plain could iievej- Inu'e 
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arisen y had the wilds of Tartaiy been as sterile as the 
rocks of Arabia, or as thickly wooded as the American 
forests, the shepherds of tlie hills could never ha veform- 
ed the fathers of mankind. But the boundless riches of 
the Babylonian fields gave birth even in the first ages 
to those stupendous cities, from whence the enterprise 
of commerce xlispersed the human race in every direc- 
tion through Central Asia ; wdiile the uniform pastu- 
rage of the Scythian wilds spread before them a vast 
highway stored witli food, by means of which they 
could penetrate with ease to the remotest extremities 
of the old world ; and where those countless swarms 
of men have sprung from the unlaboured bounty of 
nature, Avho in every age haveexercised so great an in- 
fluence on the fortunes of mankind. 

III. The same want of a rapid increase in the human 
species is felt in the early agricultui’al state. If w'e con- 
sider the precarious situation of the human race when 
they first begin to cultivate the earth : scattered over 
a vast expanse, without the means either of uniting 
their numbers, or augmenting their strength : sur- 
rounded by boiindless foi-ests, impassable morasses, or 
inaccessible mountains : destitute of iron implements 
to enhance their powers, or of domestic animals to 
share their labours, — it is evident that it is in the ra- 
pid inci-ease of their nmnherfi only that the means of 
ov'ercoming these numerous difficulties can be found. 
The want, of vtim, accordingly, is the want which i.s 
most severely felt in all infant or early agricultural 
states. It is by the application of a vast amount of 
hmnan strengtli that all the prodigies Avhich stilkex- 
cite our wonder in early civilisation have been form- 
ed. From the period when criminals and outcasts 
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were invited by lloinnhis to augment the res«uixesof 
infant Rome,* to the time when a similar policy has 
* heen,adopted by the North American States, the Re- 
publics of Columbia and Buenos Ayres, and has jirov- 
ed the foundation of the rising strength of the Aus- 
tralian Colonies, the same want has been felt in all in- 
fant states of men, to undertake the inuvunerable 
woi’ks which are necessary to overcome the obstacles 
of nature. Hence the high Avages which labourers 
uniformly receive in rising colonies; and hence the 
extreme apprehension which, Respite the manifold 
evils of a penal settlement, is felt in New South Wales, 
of any diminution in the crime or the transportation 
of England. f If this want is so strongly felt even in 
colonies fostered by the mother country, annually re- 
cruited by emigrants or convicts, and enjoying* all the 
advantages of civilisation, cajiital, and knowledge, how 
much more strongly must it have been experienced in 
the earlier ages, when capital is unknown, art in its 
infancy, and industry in its rudest form. 

The slow progress, accordingly, which states, except- 
ing^those most favoured by nature, make in enlarging 
theirnumbers in the firststages of society, mayconvince 
us how necessary an unlimited ojieration of the prin- 
ciple of increase is to the multiplication of mankind 
in these periods. The inhabitants of Britain in the 
time of Caesar probably amounted to 700,000;:] during 
the Heptarchy its population M'as still smaller;^' and 
in the time of Henry V. the whole island did not 

contain above 2,500,000 souls.^ Thus, h\ fifteen cen~ 

• 

* Livy, 1. i, c. 4. 

t See Kesolutioiis at Sidney, May 1839, — Colonial Magazine, No. v. 
Art. i. 

Henry’s Britain, i. 291. § Ibid. iii. .319. 

1 ibid. X. 281. 
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turies, the numbers of the pco})le were hardly tripled. 
So late as the time of Elizabeth the population of 
England amounted only to about 3,000,000, asid in 
1700 to no more than 3,131,000^ souls ; and in the 
first of these periods that of Scotland did not ex- 
ceed 700,000. Notwithstanding the vast fertility of 
Ireland, of wdiich tlie numbers Avhorn it now main- 
tains is the be.st proof, it did not contain in the reign 
of James I. more than two millions of souls, and 
in 1784, its j^opulatlon was only 3,400,000. Sweden 
still sufiers from theVant of a rural population ; and, 
notwithstanding the immense extent and almost uni- 
form fertility of Russia, its inhabitants till within the 
last century w'ere extremely scantj^ ; and provinces 
much larger tlian France and (jlreat Ri itaiir put to- 
gether still remain, even in its European dominions, 
entirely de.stitute of inhabitants. f "Idiese facts are 
sufficient to <lenu)n.strate the extreme difficulty with 
which, in tin; infancy of society, the number of man- 
kind are intTeased, even in countries wdiere the obsta- 
cles of nature are the least formidal)le ; and point out 
the /jccessity which exists for an unlimited operaijion 
of the principle of increase, to secure the extension of 
the human race under such circii in stances. It is in 
those more favoured situations only, where the riches 
of the soil, or the extraordinaiy advantages of climate, 
or natural irrigation, almost supei-sede the exertions 
of human industry ; in the Delta of Egypt, where the 
floods of the Nile annually submerge tin; land w'ith a 
fertilizing deluge; in the jdain of Mesopotamia, wdiere 

• Porter's Projrress of the Nation,!. l;l, Ig aiul llinno, App, Til. 
Vol. iv. 

t I’reniner’s Uiissia, ii. .^2. In the three provinces of Vologda, 
Archangel, and Olonetz, there are 2 1 (>,000,000 acre.s of i)ii)e and fir. 
— Thid. , 
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two alternate slielving declivities from the Itigris to 
the Eii|>hrates, and the Euplirates to the Tigris, afford 
the ineans of nourishing vegetation in perhaps the 
hottest part of the globe, with a perennial and inex- 
haustible supply of water ; * or in the fields of Ben- 
gal, where the Ganges, descending from, the eternal 
Himalaya snows, overspreads the fields yearly with a 
rich layer of alluvial deposit, from whence the food of 
man springs unbidden to his hand ; that population* 
advances fiiom the first with great rapidity, and the 
earth, even in the most remote ages, is found to have 
been constantly covered with a vast multitude of in- 
habitants. 

The rapid jn-ogress of population in the North Ame- 
rican ‘colonies has led to many erroneous ideas in re- 
gard to the probable rate of increase in the earlier 
ages of tlie world. I'he people of that country luu^e 
commenced tlie cultivation of their forests, udth all 
the advantages and resources of civilized life at their 
command ; with the use, of domestic animals, of 
iron implements, and skilled cultivation ; witli the 
iadustrions habits and the imjmlse of extensive ca- 
pital ; with the inestimable; blessings of general 
knowledge, equal lavv.s, and pure religion ; with the 
unbounded energy of democratic vigour, and tlu; ar- 
dent spirit of itidividual enterprise. How difi'erent 
in all these particulars was the condition of man wlicn 
he commenced the cultivation of the earth in tlie ear- 
lier ages of the world : wlien he had to contend with 
the inferior animals, instead of omidoying tliein as the 
instruments of his will ; when the power of metallic 
instrnment.s, and the advantages of improved culture 


’ (lillies’s (Jiwce, v. 89. 
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were alijce unknown ; when no capital was to be found 
to connnence any considerable undertakings ; when 
the advantages of industry, and the habit of submit- 
ting to its toils, were neither felt nor required ; 
when no knowledge existed to guide' the labours of the 
husbandman, no internal communication to facilitate 
the disposal of his produce, no institutions to shield 
him from the oppression of his superiors, or the vio- 
• lence of his enemies ! The state of the North Ame- 
rican population is not to be taken as an exaniple, 
but as a contrast to the condition of man in the ruder 
ages of the world. 

The fact, that the progress of population in that 
country is altogether unexampled^ and tliat the near- 
est approximations to it are to be found, not in rude 
or barbarous times, but in states which, like Russia, 
combine the habits and advantages of civilized life 
with the capabilities of an extensive territory ;* or 
Australia, whose active and energetic ejnigrants, hav- 
ing all the pow'ers of Eui’opean art and ca})ital at their 
command, all the benefits of a boundless market for 
the produce of their industry at tlieir disposal, and 
the powers of a wast amount of-forced convict or free 
emigrant labour for their support ; demousti’ates how 
erroneous it is to imagine that the human race, in the 
earlier stages of its progress, is capable of advancing 
xvith any thing like the rapidity w'ith which' it mul- 
tiplies in later times, under these peculiai- circum- 
stances. 

If to these obstacles with jvhich the human sjiecies 

# Uussia doubles its population in forty-nine years.— Tooke’s Rus- 
sia, i. 242. Australia bitUerto once in five years. — Martinis Colonial 
History, Voi. iv. p. 306. Its population in 1788 was 1030: in 1833, 
fronii the effects of emigration, 71,000.— Martin, Ibid. 
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has at fii'St to contend, ai’i.sing from the physical diffi- 
culties with which it is surrounded, be added the still 
inoi^ formidable evils arising from the crimes and 
violence to which itself is inclined ; the incredible ra- 
vages of barbarous warfare, the massacring of armies, 
the bondage of cities, the devastation of jM'Ovinces,* or 
the more slow but still more terrible effect of domes- 
tic oppression, the feuds of clans, the exactions of 
powers, the ravages of banditti, or the plunder of ar- 
mies, it is -evident that, without an unlimited opera- 
tion of the principle of population, mankind, in many 
situations at least, would be utterly destroyed before 
their numbers had acquired sufficient sti-ength to re- 
sist so many causes of destruction. If reason operat- 
ed upon tile inhabitants of these unhappy states with 
the same force as it does upon man in his enlightened 
and civilized state : if the marriage union was delay- 
ed till provision was made for a family, or till the in- 
dulgencies of acquired wants could be secured, the 
human race would speedily be exterminated. Hap- 
pily for the fortunes of mankind, the instincts of his 
nature in these melancholy circumstances are predomi- 
nant over his reason : the same opj/i'ession which has 
thinned his numbers, extinguishes every principle 
M'hich could limit the operation of the principle of po- 
pulation ; and through all the miseries of present ex- 
istence the race is perpetuated, and means are afford- 
ed for the restoi’ation of his numbers in happier times. 

IV. It would not have been sufficient, however, if 

• • 

* Oengiskhan boasted at hi.s death that Jie had slain 13,000,000 of 
men ; and Timoiir might probably, wjith equal reasan, assert that, be- 
tween his own troops and his enemies, be had made as great a chasm 
in the inhabi feints of the globe. 
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Providence had provided, in the wandering propen- 
sities of shepherd tribes, for the early dispersion of bai*- 
barous races, and in the unlimited operation of the prin- 
ciple of increase, for the means of repairing all the losses 
to which their numbers were exposed, if some means 
had not at 4he same time been establislied for spread- 
ing civilised nations through the earth ; for implant- 
ing the seeds of infant improvement in the wilderness 
of nature, and counteracting that strong tendency to 
remain in one spot, and cultiv'ate the lands only wlpch 
their fathers had improved before them, whicli is the 
immediate and unvarying conseipience of the com- 
mencement of the labours of agriculture. Such a pro- 
vision is made accordingly in two of the most powerful 
agents which, in the whole course of human progress, 
act upon the fortunes of society ; and of the force of 
both of wliicli the present age is, in an esjiecial man- 
ner, the witness : the spirit of commerce, and (lie am- 
bition of democracy. 

,A\"hen the wealth which has acciaied to society from 
the siu’plus produce of those engaged in agriculture 
has become considerable, the natural terniency of the 
human mind to Ibng after luxuries and increase en- 
joyment by the px’oductions of distant states, leads to 
the growth and extension ofCoMMEltCE. The means 
of amassing Avealth which this profession is speedily 
found to bestoAV', attracts multitudes to its occupations, 
and leads to the utmost priAmtions and dangers, being 
cheerfully undergone in the insatiable thirst for gold. 

If it be true, as" it undoubtedly is, that the love of 
ihoney is the root of all evil, it is also the soui’ce of 
much good ; and among its beneficial influences none is 
more deserving of notice than its effect, from the very 
first ages of society, in extending and dispersing the 
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civilized races of mankind. In vain is the inhabitant 
of wealthy regions (chained by habit, friendships, and 
aitificial enjoyments to the place of his birth ; the 
wealth of commerce proves an irresistible magnet, 
which draws him into distant regions ; and in the 
very number of his artificial wants, and the variety of 
his actpiired enjoyments, are to be found additional 
motives, which prompt him to penetrate distant re- 
gions in quest of the wealth by which alone these en- 
joynients can he purchased. From the very earliest 
ages, accordingly, commerce has been the great pro- 
pelling force which lias driven civilized man into dis- 
tant regions ; and given rise to those stations for the 
transit of merchandise, or the mutual convenience of 
buyei'^ and sellers, which have afterwards grown into 
the greatest cities, liabylon and Nineveh themselves 
\vere in their later stages mainly nourished by the 
vast inland commerce of which they formed the heart ; 
and civilisation in more distant quarters arose almost 
invariably around the most important stations wliich 
convenience or necessity hail assigned for the cara- 
vans. The researches of modern learning, equally in 
Germany’’^ and in England,-}- have no'w clearly demon- 
strated, that almost all the great and all the oldest 
cities of antiquity arose around the stations of com- 
merce ; and that Meroe in Abyssinia, Thebes and 
Memphis in Egypt, 7’'yre in Syria, and Carthage in 
Africa^ equally with Palmyra and Balbec in later 
times, owed their origin to the great influx of foreign- 
ers, produced by these cities being the most convenient 

• » 

stations for a vast inland or inaritirne commerce. 

But the habits of commerce and the desire of gain 

liooren’s Aiicieiit ii, 365, 374-, 

t Oillics’s Greece, v. 100, 103. 
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only render man a transient sojourner in distant re- 
gions. When his wealth Is made, when his object is 
gained, he returns to the land of his birth, and all the 
labours of his manhood are sustained by the hope 
that he may ultimately settle in the place of nati- 
vity, and leave his bones in the tomb of his fathers. 
It is a different principle, but one arising from the 
same causes, which prompts him to leave his he- 
reditary seats, and seek in distant lands tliat home 
which he no longer cares to possess in his father’s 
land. The spirit which leads to this is that of urban 
democracy ; and as the difficulties to be encountered, 
and the habits to be overcome in such permanent ex- 
pulsion of mankind from the regions of civilisation, 
into the solitudes of nature, constitute some of the 
most powerful affections of the human heart, so the 
principle which is destined, when occasion recpiires it, 
to overcome them, is beyond all others searcliing and 
powerful in its ojieration. The spirit of democracy, 
in other words, the desire of exercising the govern- 
ment of the State, arises so naturally to man when 
congregated in great cities, and engaged in the tran- 
sactions of distant commerce, that it maybe considered 
almost of inevitable occurrence. It is this principle 
which, in every age, has prompted civilized men to fore- 
go all the pleasures of home and kindred ; to sever all 
the bonds of filial or patriotic love, and seek in distant 
regions those means of elevation which the cqjitract- 
ed sphere of their native seats wdll not afford. The 
love of power, the desire of distinction, the passion 
for w’ealth ; envy of superiors — jealousy of equals — 
contempt for inferiors, combine in these circumstan- 
ces to raise such a tempest in the human breast as I’oots 
mankind up from his ancient seats — oblileratcs his 
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oldest recollections, extinguishes his strongest attach- 
ments, and sends forth the burning enthusiast, ardent 
’for tjue equality of rights, and the regeneration of so- 
ciety, into distant lands, where his hopes are too often 
blasted by the stern necessities of his new situation ; 
but he nevertheless implants his seed in the soil, and 
leaves behind him in the wihlerness the foundations 
of an extended and prosperous society. 

As the combined spirit of commerce and democracy 
is thus the great moving power udiich leads civilized 
man to settle in distant regions, and which has given 
birth in every age to the marvellous effects of coloni* 
zation, so a provision was made for the early exten- 
sion of the species in this way, in the pccidiar con- 
formation of the Mediterranean sea. As clearly as 
the Scythian wilds were spread out to facilitate the 
migration of the pastoral nations, were the waters of 
the Mediterranean let in tlirougli the pillars of Hercu- 
les, to afford the means for the early expansion of the ci- 
vilized world by mercYintile settlement. The camel, the 
ship of the desert, indeed gave to the inland Asiatic 
merchant the means of traversing the most sterile re- 
gions, and rendered even the horroi’S of the Sahara 
desert pervious to the civilized thirst for gold. Hut 
it was the waters of the Mediterranean and the Bux- 
ine, penetrating so far into the centre of the continents 
of the ancient world, and communicating by the Red 
Sea even with the most distant parts of India, which 
gave the means of diffusing by colonization the civi- 
lized portion of mankind over the old world. 

The Phoenicians, the’ inventors of letters, which ’ 
alone gave permanence to the creations of thought ; 
the Carthaginians, who first cii’cumnavigated the 
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contiileat of Africa ; the Athenians, who spread the 
•ligh’t of science and the z’efinements of genius through- 
out the world ; successively studded the shores of the 
Mediterranean with their colonies, and wherever its 
blue expanse of waters extended, were to be seen tlie 
white sail and the smiling liarbour, which bespoke 
not only the passage, but the residence and tlie settle- 
inent of civilized man. Two thousand five hundred 
miles of coast were sprinkled in a succession of ages 
Avith these mercantile establisliineiits ; * t>wo hundred 
and fifty maritime cities arose, all constituted with 
democratic institutions, whose governments fell under 
the observation of Aristotle in liis immortal work on 
Politics, f Rome herself, the mistress of the world, 
attained to greatness by the successive subjugation of 
these magnificent mei’cantile I'epublics ; it was their 
industry Avhich filled her coll'ers with Avealth ; it ^^■as 
their inhabitants which increased her legions with 
numbers ; it Avas tlieir actpiii’ements AA'hich rendered 
her arms invincible. With truth did Dr Johnson say, 
that all that has hitherto dignified or sweetened hu- 
man existence, our arts, our letters, our ai*ms, our 
religion, have come from the shores of the Mediter- 
ranean ; for it Av as there that tlie expansive force of 
civilized man first received its full developenient. 
Those who feel most strongly the A’ast importance of 
this powerful .'spring in human affairs, when subjected 
to due regulation, will ever entertain the strongest 
repugnance to those selfish and wicked attempts which 
AV'ould convert the regulated steam pressure of human 
im})rovement into the desolating explosion which lays 
all around it in ruins. 


I Arist. (it: Pol. J. i. v, ii. 


(iillieht’s^Treeco, v, 
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CHAPTER 11. 

ON THirFONBAMENTAL RELATION POPULA- 

TION AND AGRICULTURAL SUBSISTENCE. 

ARGUMENT. 

Tlie Labour of om.‘ Mavi is capable of raising more than is sulHcicnt for his 
own support — And this holds with any number of men employed in cultivation 
—And in every stage of socieJy—* Argument of Mr Maltlius on this subject dis- 
proved by the recent progress of population in the Britisli Islaiids, and their 
obvious cai)ability of yielding a vast and rapid narease of Subsistence — Same 
inference results, from the present state and capabilities of France->-Superiority 
of the power of Production to Population-^ Can alone explain the taigiri of tlie 
Arts mid of Commerce — And the increasing powers of Agnculturc in the later 
stages of society — And the increase of Capital in tlieso later stages — Vast addi- 
tional fminbers (lie world is capable of maintaining— Argument from, the ex- 
amjiles of China, Hindostan, and Japan cited by Mr Malibus — Barrier which 
t he increase of Luxury opposes to the increase of the human race to their ex- 
treme limits in any country— Reasons why tlic progress of the human rtice is so 
slow, and so much witiiiu the powers of its increase and mainteuanco— Causes 
of the errors whidi have prevailed on this subject. 

Thuee different relations might Have been esta- 
blished by Nature between the produce of human 
labour and tlio wants of the human species for the 
essential article of subsistence. The labour of one 
man’s hands might have produced less than what was 
adequate to his own maintenance, or it might have 
been equal to it; or it might have produced more. 
On this fundamental relation, the future destiny of 
.the species must have been almost entirely dependant. 

If the labour of one man’s hands had been capable 
«f producing less than was requisite for his own sun- 

VOL. 1. c 
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port, rrfankind could never have emerged from the 
woods. The addition made by the exertions of every ^ 
individual to the general sum of subsistence being less 
than was required for his own sustenance during the 
time of their continuance, human industry could have 
made no sefisible addition to its available amount. The 
species could never have advanced beyond the hunter 
or shepherd state ; because the moment that men com- 
menced the work of agriculture, more food would have 
been consumed in the time of labour than coyld be 
reaped from the harvest at its termination. Conside- 
rable numbers might have been nourished by the pro- 
duce of the chase where wild animahs were plentiful, 
and multitudes, porliaps, fed b_v the produce of the 
earth, as it was reaped by the pasturage of their flocks 
and herds; but the race never could have passed the 
barriers set by Nature to the subsistence of these ani- 
mals, and must have remained for ever in the habits 
of savage or pastoral life. 

If the labour of one man’s hands had been equal to 
his own. support, but no more, the race in like man- 
ner never tmdd have attained either to the blessings 
or evils of civilisation. The individual engaged in 
agriculture might have fed himself by the produce of 
his toil, but he could not have maintained a family ; 
and, therefore, no multiplication of agricultural inha- 
bitants would have taken place. In fact, it would never 
have been attempted ; or if begun, like an unproduc- 
tive mine or sterile desert, woiild immediately have 
been abandoned. Man, like any of the beasts of 
prey which live on weaker animals of different species^^ 
would have increased or declined in numbers accord- 
ing as chance or the bounty of Nature had u ithheld 
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or expanded the means of subsistence ; and no eflorts 

• of his own could have enabled him to provide the 
rneaiis for the extension of his numbers, or augment 
the sum of human subsistence. 

The fact, therefore, of the human race having, in 
all quarters of the globe, and in almost ail climates, 
excepting, perhap.s, the burning torrid or the frozen 
arctic Zone, commenced and successfully prosecuted 
the art of agriculture, clearly demonstrates, that, after 
the Itihours of husbandry have commenced, the real 
relation between man and tlie subsistence udiich flovv's 
from his toil is, tlnit he can do much more tljjin main- 
tain himself by these exei’tious. It is this excess which 
has in ^very age, and ia^overy part of the world, pro- 
duced the fund by which all other classes of society 
have been maintained. And unless such a fund had 
existed in the hands of the cultivatoi’s of the soil, these 
other classes could never have had any existence. Ne- 
cessaries must precede conveniences or luxuries ; and 
no men w'ould betake themselves to tlie arts of life, 
unless tbe husbandman, to whom tliey disposed of 
the produce of their labour, had, in th'i interim, been 
able to furnish them with the means of subsistence. 
The existence, thci’cfore, of arts, commerce, and sepa- 
I’ate professions, apart from tbe cultivation of the soil, 
in all ages and parts of the world except the riulest, 
affords decisive evidence, that in all times and places 
the produce of the soil dcriv^ed from human labour 
has afforded a vast surjdus fvind over and above the 
food required by the cultirators in its production. 

* This being the fundamental relation between po- 
pulation and subsistence, as proved by the universal 
experience of mankind, it is immaterial, provided al- 



36 


RELATION BETWEEN 


ways that the soil, accessible to the cultivators, will ad- 
mit of an increase of subsistence, what nuviher of. 
persons are engaged in tlie labours of agi’icxxltur^, and 
what are maintained by their surplus produce in the 
otlier arts of life. If the labour of ten men is capable 
of raising subsistence for twenty, one liundi’ed must 
be etpxally able to do so for two hundred, or one hun- 
dred millions for tvv’o hundred millions. The propor- 
tion of the other classes of society who can be main- 
tained by the 5Uiri»lus produce Of the agriculturists, 
must determine, of course, in every country, the num- 
ber to which those other classes can by possibility in- 
cx'ease. But as long as the fertility of the soil is un- 
exhausted, and the utmost limits of increasing subsist- 
ence have not been attaiiied, the same proportion 
must exist between the number of the cultivators, and 
the surplus ixroduce they can raise, as in the earliest 
times, unless its productive powers decrease with the 
lapse of time, for this plain reason, that llic number of 
mouths have increased in exactly the same proportion 
as the number of hands. 

As little does it make any dilTerence, supposing al- 
ways that the earth, accessible to the cultivators, udll 
admit of an increase of subsistence, with what degree 
of rapuliUj population may advance. 7'his proposi- 
tion, though not so obvious as the preceding, is equal- 
ly capable of demonstration, and equally established 
by the univei’sal experience of mankind. It results 
obviously, from the extremely slow pace at which po- 
pulation can, even in the most favourable circumstan- 
ces, increase, compared to the much more rapid rate at 
which the produce of the soil can be multiplied by hu- 
man labour. If a couple many and establish them- 
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selves on a piece of uncultivated ground, some years 
must elaiJse before any considerable addition to the 
‘family meals is required by their children ; and proba- 
bly twenty winters must have passed over, before these 
children have arrived at man’s or woman’s estate, or 
the multiplication of the species can havie commen- 
ced with a new generation. But not merely in this 
interval, but far within it, the labour of the pa- 
rents is capable of* making such an addition to the 
agricultural produce of their little domain, as will 
render the subsistence for their increasing progeny 
not only ample, but abundant. Decisive proof of this 
exists equally in savage as in civilized life. Every 
traveller in the genial regions of the south has borne 
witness'to the fact, that an Indian or negro, by merely 
scratching the earth for a few weeks in autumn with 
the branch of a tree or the rudest implement of hus- 
bandry, can raise sixbsistence enough, without any ad- 
ditional trouble, to maintain his family for a whole 
year; and Great Britain at least has already had am- 
ple cause to feel the truth of this observation, because 
it is well known, that it is to the ability of men just 
emerged from slavery to gaiii their svdjSistence on such 
easy terms, tiiat the well known and ruinous disincli- 
nation of the emancipated slaves of tlie West Indies to 
work regulai'ly for wages is to be ascribed. They all 
know, that, by settling in the woods and clean iig an acre 
or two, they can maintain themselves with ease by three 
weeks or a mouth’s work in the year. 

The experience of civilized life even in the most 
unpropitious ciixurastances is equally decisive of the 
same fact. If a settler in Canada or in the back 
xvoods of y\merica gets possession of three or four 
acres, and onctj succeeds in giving it oven the most 
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imperfect clearing, his fortune and that of his de- 
scendants is made, provided they have tolerable ha- 
bits of industry. Long before the back woodsman’s* 
children have arrived at man’s estate, they find 
themselves surrounded witli rustic plenty, all flowing 
from their father’s labours ; and the experience of all 
later observers has confirmed the trutli of Adam 
Smitli’s observation, that tlie real want experienced in 
such circuinstaiices is that of additional hands, not of 
additional ground to feed them, and that a widow 
with a numerous young family is universally sought 
after as an heiress.* To the same purpo.se Humboldt 
' informs us that, in Soirth America, such is the ferti- 
lity of the soil, that the smallest .spots will maintain 
a large family ;f while General Miller^ has borne testi- 
mony to the fact, that the rate of increase of wheat 
sown in Columbia is generally seventy fold, even al- 
though the ground is only scratched with a branch, 
and not even thorouglily cleared of the bushes and 
trees that happen to be upon it.ji 

The British Colonies in America afford decisive 
proof on a great scale, and for a considerable period, that 
the immense excess of the powers of })roductioii over 
the wants of the population, continues unabated in new 
countrie.s for along time, and suffers uodirainutiou even 
from the most rapid and unexampled increase of popu- 
lation. We are informed l;y M. Tocqueville, that the 

* Hairs America, i. 262, 291, anil .984. 

"f Hiimbolflt, Noiiyelle E-spngno, iii. 29 — 36. 

J MiJler's War in South Aniericfi, i. 336. 

§ “ Notluiig/" says UinnlxtJdt, strikes a European traveller more 
than the .small pateliQ*^ wliich in Mexico support a large family. 71ie 
Banana tree will fnrni.sh food for fifty individuals on the same surface* 
which under wheat will only maintain two.” — Humboldt, NouvelJe Es- 
pagne, iii. 29 — .36. 
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population of the basin of the Mississippi, tlie richest 
part of America, has increased thirty fold in thelast for- 
' ty y^ars while during' the same period the total popu- 
lation of the United States has tripled. This increase 
in the w'estern jirovinces of America is pi'obably the 
most rapid that ever W’as known on thu face of the 
globe. It far outstrips the utmost possible multipli- 
cations of Imman beings from tlieir own powers of in- 
crease, apd is mainly owing to the prodigious horde 
of immigrants from the European states and the older 
settied maritime provinces of America. Nevertheless, 
not only is thei'e no deficiency of subsistence felt to 
provide for this enormous increase of human beings, 
advancing not as tlie square, but as the cube of time; 
but tire accumulation of subsistence from the labours 
of tlie cultivators has been so great, that out of their 
immense surplus produce, vast cities and inmune- 
rahle villages have arisen, and Cincinnati, Louisville, 
and other towns on tlie Ohio and Mississippi have, dur- 
ing the same period, multiplied above a hundred fold, 
and, in fact, risen from obscure hamlets into splendid 
capitals. 

The experience of the United States as a w hole is 
equally decisive as to the inexhaustible bounty of na- 
ture admitting of this increase going for a Aauy long 
period, and over an immense extent of surface. Toc- 
quevillc observes, that the increase of jiojmlatiou ever 
since the British settlers landed there in considerable 
numbers in 1640, down to the present time, has been 
that of constantly doubling in every tw'enty-three years 
and a half. This long-coiltiuued and astonishing multi- * 
plication for two centuries is the most luminous fact 


Tocqucvillo, ii. 370. 
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which the history of the globe has yet exhibited of the 
fixed superiority which the produce of human labour is 
able to maintain even over the most rapidly increJising 
multiplication of the species. Not only has no want 
of physical necessaries been experienced in America 
during thaUperiod, but the produce of the soil has dif- 
fused a degree of ease and well-being through the 
whole cultivators, unparalleled in the past history of 
the Avoi’hl ; and from the surjdus produce of their la- 
bour after thus su])porting the persons, engaged in 
agricidture in ease and aUlueiice, vast cities have been 
1‘aised, an immense commerce nourislied, and an 
amount of capital stored up winch has” rendered the 
Americans second to none in commercial enterprise, 
except their parent state, and rivalled all but the vast 
accumulations of Jiritisix industry. 

These facts are so important, and bear so decisively 
upon the present impiiry as to the natural relation 
between population and subsistence, tliat they will 
probably be deemed by all to be conclusive as to 
the power of the human race to make its food keep 
pace with its numbers, at least in those favourable 
situations where unappropriated land is to be had 
in abundance, and the virgin riches of nature are, for 
the first time, reaped by the hand of skilled and civi- 
lized men. But an opposite state of matters, it has 
been thought, takes place when society has assumed 
a more settled and artificial form ; where land is ge- 
nerally appropriated and divided, and the numbers 
of the species bear a different proportion to the extent 
of the available ground which is within their I’each. 
In these circumstances it has been generally held, of ' 
late years, that the scale soon turns the other way. 
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and that the powers of multiplication in mankind 
are such, as to i*ender it altogether impossible 
‘ to njake subsistence keep pace with their increase. 
“ The best possible policy and the greatest encourage- 
ment to agriculture could not, it is said, in Great 
Britain for example, produce a greater im’rease than 
that of subsistence raised by agriculture being doubled 
in twenty-fiv'e years. In the next twenty-five years, 
it is impossible to suppose that the produce could be 
quadrupled. . It would be contrary to all our know- 
ledge of the properties ofland. 7'lie improvement of 
the barren parts would be a work of time and labour ; 
and it must be evident to those who have the slight- 
est acquaintance with agricultural subjects, that, in pro- 
portion as cultivation extended, the additions that coitld 
be yearly made to tlie former average produce must 
be gradually and regularly diminishing. That we 
may be the better able to compare the increase of po- 
pulation and food, let us make a supposition which, 
^vithout pretending to accuracy, is clearly more favour- 
able to the power of production in the earth, than any 
experience we have had of its qualities will warrant. 
Let us suppose that the yearly additiJns which might 
be made to the former average [iroduce, instead of de- 
creasing, which they certainly would do, were to re- 
main the same ; and that the produce of this island 
might be increased every twenty-five years by a quan- 
tity equal to what it at present produces. The most 
enthusiastic speculator cannot suppose a greater in- 
crease than this. In a few centuries it would make 
every acre of land in the island like a garden.* 

And the conclusion which this able writer draws 


* Multhus, i. 14-, 5th edition. 
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from these premises is this : “ The necessary effect of 
these two different rates of increase M'hen brought to- 
gether will be very striking. Let us call the popula- 
tion of this island .eleven inilions, (in 1798 ;) and 
suppose the present produce equal to the easy support 
of such a number. In the first twenty-five years, the 
population could be twenty-two millions, and the food 
being also doubled, the means of subsistence would be 
equal to this increase. In the next twenty-five years, 
the population would be forty-four millions, and the 
means of subsistence only equal to the support of 
thirty-three million.s. In the next period, the popula- 
tion would be eighty-eight millions, and the mean.s of 
subsistence just equal to the support of half of that 
number. And at the conclusion of the first century, 
the population would be a hundred and seventy-six 
millions, and tlie means of subsistence onlj^ equal to 
the support of fifty'^-five millions, leaving a population 
of a hundred and twenty-one millions totally unjn'o- 
vided for.”^'^ And it is to this constant pressure of po- 
pulation upon subsistence that he ascribes the greater 
part of the misery that exists in human affairs ; “ the 
power of populaftion being in every period so much 
superior that the increase of the human species can 
only been kept down to the level of the means of sub- 
sistence by the constant operation of the strong law of 
necessity, acting as a clieck ujion the greater pow'er.f” 

In considering the justice of this celebrated argu- 
ment it is necessary to make a distinction. 

If it is meant merely that every particular country 
may, by human industry, be fcultivated to its utmost, 
then it may at once be conceded that the proposition 
is well founded. We have only to look at a. kitchen 

* Malthus i. 14—!.^. f Ibid. \ 12, is, 14. 
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garden, producing as much subsistence as tho soil can 
by any exertions be brought to yield, to be convinced 
' tbaliit IS physically possible for any particularcountry, 
or even the wdiole earth, which admits of improvement, 
to be cultivated in the same manner, and to be inca- 
pable of yielding any addition to the food of man. 
Whether the moral constitution of human nature ren- 
ders such an event either possible or probable, will be 
amply illustrated in a subsequent part of this work. 

But, if it* is meant by this argument, that, long&e* 
Jbre this ultimate limit has been attained, pojmlation 
has a tendency to increase faster than subsistence can 
be provided for it, then a little reflection must be suf- 
ficient to show that it is not only erroneous, but dia- 
metrically the reverse of the truth. 

Let tlie case be taken wliich Mr Mnltlius has se- 
lected, of Great Britain, and let it be supposed that 
it contains at present, as it probably does, twenty mil- 
lions of inhabitants, which is putting the case more 
strongly than even he has done. It may be con- 
ceded that in the next five-and-twenty years the po- 
pulation is capable of being doubled. Then could sub- 
sistence be doubled in the same timS, or quadrupled 
in the next five-and-twenty? There does not apjjear 
that there can lx; the least doul)t that it cordd ; and 
that within tlie period when, according to Mr Malthus’s 
argument, po])ulation must have outstripped subsist- 
ence, it could greatly have exceeded its demands. 

The population of Great Britain, including the 
army and navy, in 1801, was 10,942,000 souls, and 
in 18.31 it Avas I (),,o3’9,000, and it is at iiresent’ 
(1840,) nearly 20,000,000. This is probably the 
streatest authentic instance of the increase of an old 
slate on i*ecor^ in the world. It is almost as gi'eat 
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as the celebrated augmentation of tlie American States, 
if the addition of the settlers from Europe, and that 
of the black slaves, be deducted from the increase of 
the latter state ; for the total free population of Aine- 
rica was 

In 18-20, 0,037,000 

1S28, 11,348,000 


1,711,000, or 17 tt> per cent. 

The increase, therefore, in eiglit years was, of free 
people, 1,711,000, or 1 7i'o po'r cent. This rate would 
give an increase yearly of 177,000, or in ten years 
about 22 per cent. In thirty years it would be about 
66 per cent., an increase not greater than 52 jier cent, 
in Great Britain, if the immense annual migration of 
Europeans to America be taken into consideration.”* 
Hei'e, then, is an instance Which has practically oc- 
curred of tlie increase of an old and ojnilent state, 
with a circumscribed territory bj'^ no means very fer- 
tile even in the very best jilaces, and extremely barren 
in others. And what has been its condition in regard 
to subsistence during the latter period, and especially 


• Tlairs America, iii. 4.30. 

71ic emigTatioii frem tlie Brifisli Isles to the I'liitetl States in 


18.30 was 30,;i74, uiul In 18.31, 49,383, ami when it is recoliected tliat 
thest^ were almost all adults, the vii-st addition thonce ariniially made to 
the })opulation must liriug duwii the American almost to the British 
rate of int rease. In 1832, and following years, the numbers who emi- 
grated from the united kingdom alone ivere a.s follow^ : 


To Britivsh 
Aiiienca. 

1832, (30,339 

1833, 28,808 
- 1834, 10,000 


To United 
States. 

- 32,980 

- 29,225 

- 33,074 


T o Cd j )e and A ustial ia . Total . 

3,994 - 103,313 

4,(i51 - 02,084 

- " 1,088 - 70,222 


— Bolter's Progress of the Nation, i. 128, 

l^rijbahly .30,000 or 00,000 emigrants at tlie least from all jia^’ts of 
the w'orld land in tlic United States every year. At New York they 
.sometimes amount to 5000 in a single day. — Chevalici jS America, ii. 347- 
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for the last five-and-twenty years, during which strin- 
gent corn laws, except iii years of scarcity, have pre- 
venfed the importation of foreign grain?* During that 
time almost the whole of its subsistence has been de- 
rived from its own soil, of only moderate fertility, and, 
so far has the fact been from any dejiciency having 
been experienced in the means of subsistence, the 
greatest distress has existed, especially diu‘ing the lat- 
ter period of the progress, from the redundance and 
lomprice oi agricultural produce. Farther, the con- 
sumption of food during that period has enormously 
increased in proportion to tlie number of the people: 
luxurious habits and costly living have descended 
to an unparalleled degree in the ranks of society : a 
vaM proportion of the land of the state has been direct- 
ed to the raising of butcher-meat, the feeding of horses, 
and the use of breweries and distilleries ; and yet, so 
far from there having been any difficulty in feeding the 
people with what remained, the only distress among 
the cultivators has arisen from the general redundancy 
of their supply in the rnarket.f Distress has existed 

* Tile followinf^ is tlie JiTinual m V enice of IiniXHtiition of forcifrii 
j^rain of uU kuid« into tho Britisli Tslaiids siiuto tlie coiiunonoement of 
the present century, which .sliews luiw sriiall ii {>roporrion it has homo 
to tlie iiatiofijil consiiinption, anti that that proportion, such as it is, is 
rapidly on the decrease : 

AA^erage quartcr-s anninijly imported. 

1801 to 1810, - q()0,04(> 1821 to 1830, - 531,902 

18 if) to 1820, - 458,578 18.30 to 1635, - 398,509 

— Porter’s Prog., i. 140. 

i* The nuniherofhorsesforAvhieIidut 3 "Avas paid in 182 1, the last year be- 
Jore tlie aga icnltural horse- tax was taken off, was l,320,.'i53. (Porter, i. 
185.) The number is iiowatleast 1,500,000; which, taking the food ofeacli 
horse at that of eight men, which is the usual computation, would make 
the food raised for the.se animals annually ill Great Britain, as much as 
Avoiild be required for twelve millions of men. The number of horned 
cattle, or the qufyitity of grain consumed in distilleries, cannot be as- 
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and does exist to a great degree, but it has all arisen 
from the difficulty of finding einployment for the 
manufacturing, not extracting food from the agricul- 
tural population. On tl^ contrary, the cultivators, by 
adding less than a quarter to their numbers since the 
beginning o*f the century, have been able to provide 
food in abundance i’jr more than double the number 
of manufacturers who then existed. So boundless is 
the bounty of nature, and so rapid the means of in- 
creasing food, which she has given to the human' spe- 
cies, that an increase of manufacturing mouths, un- 
paralleled in any age or countiy since the beginning 
of the woi’ld, has not called into a half of its possible 
vigour the latent powers of an old and, in manv I’e- 
spects, highly fettered cultivation. 

Farther, it appears from the tables quoted in the 
Appendix, that while the rate of increase in the popu- 
lation in the manufacturing counties of Great Ilritain 
has been constantly and i’a})idly on the increase dur- 
ing the last thirty years that the Government census 
has been taken, the rate of inci’easc in the agricultural 
has been as constantly and rapidly diminishing.'* And 
while the inhabitants of our great towns have during 
that period been all doubled, and many of them tripled 
in numbers, the cultivators of the fields have been 

certained with equal aceuracy ; but tliere are 27,000,000 ;u;res of laud 
in pasture in the united kiii^doju, or alanit tlueo-hfths of the Jand hi- 
therto brouj^ht. under cultivation. (Porter, i, 182.) '1 akino- the two to- 

gctiier, it is a inost reasonable computation to say that the land requisite 
to feed 20,000,000 of men i.s now in Great Britain dcv'f>ted to the raising 
*of food for hors<.'.s or cattle; .so that the* productive powers of our agri- 
cultural population and their follow- lal)onvor.s in the plough, have not 
only in tlie last forty years provided food for a po{)ulation which has 
nearly doubled in that time, but for animals consuming food to at least 
an equal amount, and increasing probably in a still more rapid ratio, 

• See Ajipendix, No. 1, 
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slumbering on with an increase of only 26 jier cent, 
in thirty years* Yet during nearly the whole of 
this •time the British agriculturists maintained not 
only themselves, hut the whole nianufacturing popu- 
lation of the country, and the enormous multitude of 
horses and cattle which it contained, frorfl the labour 
of their hands ; and, so far from subsistence in con-* 
seque?nce proving deficient, it, on the contrary, ac- 
cumulated to such a degree, that, from 1831 to 
183ij, the prices of every species of agricultural pro- 
duce were ruinously low, and in the last of these 
years wheat fell to thirty-nine shillings and four- 
pence the quarter, being lower than it had been for 
eighty years ;f and although a great importation took 
place in consequence of the bad harvest of 1838, yet, 
w itli that exception, not^vithstandiiig three consecutive 
bad seasons, in 1837, 1838, and 1839? the empire has 
maintained itself from its own resources during the last 
of these years. It is evident, therefore, that, notwith- 
standing its dense population, and old and long esta- 
blished civilization, and the unparalleled growth of its 

manufacturing industry, the powers of agricultural 

* 

production in this island have kept in advance of its 
population just as effectually as they have done in the 
vii-giu soil and infant civilization on the other side of 
the Atlantic. 

If the next step in Mr Malthus’s hypothetical pro- 
gress be taken, and if he ask if the population has 

* Appendix, No. TI. 

t Price of the quarter of whe^it on an average of 


1832, - 

5Ss, 

8d. 

1835, 

- 3Us. 

4d. 

1833, - 

03s. lid. 

1830, 

- 48s. 

Od. 

1834, . 

40s. 

2d. 

1837, 

- 55s. 

lOd. 


Average of six years, 50s. .3d. (Tooke’s Prices, iii. 41.) The average 
pjice of the last half century immediately preceding 1792 w-asabout 50s, 
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doiibletf in the last forty-two years, and subsistence 
has kept ahead, it is conceivable that it shovdd double 
in the next twenty-five years, and subsistence .Jcee]: 
equally in advance, the answer is not less satisfactory 
No reason can be assigned, either practical or theore- 
tical, why tire same superiority of the labour of man’s 
hands to the subsistence which he requires, which 
prodixces so gi-eat a surplus of produce in the North 
American Colonies, in the infancy of their careei*, 
should not obtain also in the British Islands ijg the 
maturity of her progress, until the soil of these islands 
is fairly cultivated to its uttermost. The same un- 
varying law of the superiority of the produce of labour 
to the wants of the labourers obtains in both cases. 
Nay, so boundless are the resources of nature in yield- 
ing subsistence to the labour of man, compared to the 
Ijower of multiplication in the human species, that it 
will immediately appear that at this moment the Bri- 
tish population is capable of doubling the whole sub- 
sistence raised in tlie British empire, not in fiv^e-and- 
twenty years. Hut perhaps in five, certainly in ten 
years. And the same rate might go on successively, 
if no other moral obstacles existed to the rapid multi- 
plication of mankind, until the land in these islands was 
cultivated to its utmost. The powers of man over the 
soil do not diminish as agriculture improves and so- 
ciety advances ; on the contrary, they are greatly in- 
creased ; and the results are staggering, doubtless, just 
as the distances of the fixed stars, or aiiy of the cal- 
culations of astronomy are, but they are not less fixed 
on authentic data, nor less productive of conviction to 
an intelligent mind. 

If, in order to test the comparative powers of popu- 
lation and production, it is allowable to*put the physi- 
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t ally possible, but liiglily iniiirobable, and morally im- 
possible event of an old state like the British empire 
doubjing in numbers every five-and-tvrenty years, it is 
of course necessary to suppose on the other side the 
equally physically possible, but morally improbable, 
evTUit of the whole resources of the country being ap-* 
plied during the same period to the production of sub- 
sistence* Now, if that were done, there cannot be the 
shadow of a doubt, that* the island could, in the space 
of five or ten 3 ’ears, be made to maintain double its 
])resent iminber of inhabitants. It is stated by Mr 
Co’wliiig, wlsose accuracj^ on this subject is well known, 
and his statement is ado})ted !>y tlie learned and able 
Mr Porter, tlial tiicre is in Jingland and Wbales 
700,1^00 cultivated acres; in Ireland 12,125,000, 
and in Scotland about 5.205,000, in all 15,090,000 ; 
and of these, he calculates that tliere are at jiresent in 
cultivation by tlse spade and i\ie plough 19,237,000 
acres, and 27,000,000 in pasturage.''' That is just about 
two acres to every human being in tlie uiiited king- 
dom ; the numher of inhabitants in Great Britain and 
Ireland in 1 827, being about 23,000,000, and tlie same 
proportion probably obtains at the pres^uat time, when 
their numbers are nearly 30,000,000. Now a full sup- 
ply of subsistence foj; every living person in w heat is a 
quarter a year ; so that at this rate there is onl\^ one 
quarter raised over the w hole empire, for every iivo 
acres of arable and meadow^ land. But an acre of 
arable land yields on an average of all England, two 
quarters and five bushels, or somew hat more than 

quarters and a-half ;i that every two acres is ca- 

* 

Poiter'K PrOj^ress of’ the Nation, i. 178, 170. 
t See IVPCuUoeh’s Statistics of Great Britain,!, 47(). In many coun- 
ties, particularly Bedfordshire, Middlesex, Monmouth, and Northum- 
VOI,. I. • D 
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pable at the present average of inamtainingjftve hu- 
man beings ; or five times the present inhabitants of 
the empire.^ Can there be the smallest doubt^ that 
in a few years this quarter per half acre might be turn- 
ed into two quarters per acre, less tlian the existing ave- 
*rage of England ? Nay, is there not ground to believe 
that, by greater exertion, every acre might be made 
to produce three quarters, still less than the average 
of many of its counties? The first of these changes 
would at once yield food for four times, the last for 
six times the present inhabitants of the British Isles, 
indej)eMdeiit aJtogetlier of tlie waste lands, &c. of 
which Mr Cowling states there are (3,000,000 acres 
capaVde of being turned into arable and pasture lands, 
at present wholl}’' uncultivated, uhich, at the same 
iTite, ^ronld maintain nearly twenty millions more. 
So that if these data are correct it w ill follow that 
about one liuiidred and twenty iniHions of humaii 
beings in the first view, and one liumlred and eighty 
ill the second, supposing our jiresent j)opulation to 
be in round numbers thirty millions, might be main- 
tained witii ease and comfort , from the territory 
of the united dcingdom alone ; and siqiposing them 

liorhintl, tlio is iliroe quartcn-s of an acre; and upwards. — 

M'Ciillocli, Ibid. 

♦ Tlie Iddfod Kiri^doin of Great Britain and livlaiKl contains the 
following' extent of surface of statute acre:^: — 

; M(.-aii(nvs, ! ! 

f ***-^^* an- of I'itijitfivf-j Siiinioavy. 

oaiucii.s. Mar.‘;Ijrs. ■ jjrovcMvicnl. ; nu n(. I 

Knoland, 10,e5e,80(i a,4o4f)(H.) y/i.>rb4{)()';b2.a4*2,a 

Wales . S‘)0,57(I 5;ja,('b0 l,10o4H)()i 4.7,x2,OeO 

Scotland, . 2,77 1, OoO! odloCbCHM) 8..V2S,bSO: ia,7;is,9ai) 

Ireland, . i o,:mn4(» G.7:ld.240! 4,000,000 2,4 IGdiGli 10,441,044 

liritisli Islands, j J00,(;a0 274,0G0| 1GG,000 ^GO^IGO; J,J10,ln0 

j 10, 105, 000127, ?lHG,080ilo4MK)4K)0 lo, 871,4GS 77,S<)4, 4?1^1 


I’orter, i, 177 
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all to be maintained on wheaten bread drawn from the 
arable, and butcher-meat, raised on the pasture, lands, 
withcMLit any intennixture of potatoes or inferior food, 
which is greatly more productive.^ 

This alternative result, innnense and incredible as 
it may appear, would only be at the rate*of two or 
three persons to every acre of arable and meadow land 
in the kingdom — a proportion which is by no means 
impossible, if it be considered that three-fiftlis of the 
land byouglit into cultivation in Great Britain and Ire- 
land, or Q7,00(),()()() of acres, are in meadow and pas- 
ture : that one acre in wheat is j^erfi ctly ca 2 )able of 
producing, on an average, tw o quarters, that is of 
inaintaining two human beings ; and that in i)otatoes, 
aceordin^^' to the best authorities, it will feed three 
limes as maiiy.-( 

But it is su 2 )erlIuous to go into these details on spe- 
culative ])oiiits never likely to be realized in practice. 
Suffice it to say, tlierefore, that, on the most moderate 
calculation. Great liritain and Ireland are capable of 
maiiitaiiiing, in ease and affluence, one hundred and 
twenty luillions of iiihabitaiits. This jiroceeds on the 
supi)ositioii, lliat tlic wJiole mountaiu and waste hmd 
is deducted as aitogetlier unjHofitable, and that the re- 
maining tirable land is divided into three j>arts, of 
which two-thirds are entirely set aside for luxuries 
and conveniences, and that the remaining third alone 
is devoted to the staple food of man, partly in wheat 
and j)artly in potatoes. These results will appear 
startling to those who are not accustomed to grapi)le 
with such subjects, and consider the almost boundless 

* Pt)i ter\s Progress of the Nation, i. 170, 171). 

t Ibui. i. 177. Three times as mucli solid nourishinont is yielded 
hy ail acie under jiotatoes as under wheat.” — Nevveuhani, Young's 

Ireland, Apj), * 
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improvement of which the earth is susceptible, but the 
persons entertaining such doubts will do well to tui'n 
to the Appendix, where the details of this calculation 
are given, and point out what is erroneous in the data, 
or overstretclied in the conclusions drawn, f 


^ ApptMKlix, Xo. [1. 

SiinilMr, anti still more striking- results as to the almost lucre* 
dible capabilitv ot* the soil to maintain a vast, intTease of inhabitants 
may l>e drawn from tbe statistical condition of France. Tiiat great 
country", it is wll known, contains far more arable land in proportion 
to its surface than (Iroat ih itain; for it embraces only" 9,14(),Ono acre^ 
(Cbateau Vieiix) perinaiumlly waste, out of 132,G*J1),000 acres in its 
wliole ai'ca, whert^as tlie Britisb i.slands out of 77,000,(100 statute acres 
contain unless tban 1.7,87 1,000 tbat al\vaysnm.st be utterly sterile and 
un}>rodnctive. (i^ovtca*, i. 177.) The arable land of France, tlierefore, is 
mm e than double tliat of (lie . British islands ; aiul hovv" iniich le.ssoftho 
produce ol the soil Is devoted in FrarK'e to liorses and cattle, may bi‘ 
jvnlged of from this luminous and important fact, tliat wliile in Great 
Britain the meadow and pasture land aniounls to 27,000,000 of acres, 
in France it only amounts to about 24,000,000. (Chateau Vieri.x.) 

France, therefore, contains greatly more than tw'ice as much arable 
land as (ireat Biitain, and the suhsi.steiicc of the |)ec»j)le is nuu.h less 
interfered M’ith liy that of animals tending' to luxury or coint’ort. Never- 
theless, France has not at this inomeut more than three millions of in - 
bahitants above those oi’tlie British isles. If it containetl as many inlia- 
bitaiits as Great Britain, in projiortion to its surface, it would have, a! 
least, sixty juillions of inhaliitants ; ami at tlu‘ moderate calculation of 
one Innnan being to each arable acre, wliicli is only supposing each 
acre to produce one-tiiii'd of tbe average produce of Ivngland, or oiu' 
(juarter an acre, it wcudd maintain one liuiulred and tw'enty millions 
of souls; at two (puivlers, two hiindred and hirty millions, and at three 
quarters an acre, no less titan three liundred and sixty' millioris/|- 


f The division of tlie soil of Fnmee, a 

Tot.'il siipcrlices, 

Sterile and tin ini provable. 
Vineyards and plantations, 
Fore.sts, ; , * 

l\asture. 

Meadow land, . . 

Anificial grasses, (lAiceruc*, &e.) 
Arable land, 


Mirdingto Chatcjm Vienx,isas follow-.. 
J'jiglisb Acres. 

9,140,091 

4.940.000 
10,901,279 

2,8.78,721 

12,0.70,1X10 

9.880.000 

70,670,000 


102,G40,o6k -^riiateau Vienx. 
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If .such are the almost boundless capacities for pro- 
ducing’ subsistence in the British islands, itsee insequally 
clear, ^hat, if the wliole resources of the country Avei'e 
applied to that object, which is the proper Avay to try 
the test of the relative j^owers of production and 
])opulation, the agricultural produce of the islands 
could be raised infinitely faster than wovdd be requir- 
ed for the consumption of the human I’ace. It is no 
doubt difficult for the imagination to follow out such 
a ju’o^^ress, aii moral causes render it extremely im- 
probable, and, in fact, altogether impossible, in such a 
state of society as that wliich now exists in tlie Bri- 
tish isles ; but a very little consideration and reflec- 
tion on facts familiar to the observation of every one, 
must be*sufficicnt to show that the general re.sult is 
u ell founded, and, in fact, much Avithin the physical 
capacity of rural production from liuraan labour. 

Every person lias seen waste lands brought into 
cultivation within the last ton years, which are now 
bearing ample crops of wheat, oats, or potatoes. Every 
jierson ahso has seen a great many acres of such new- 
ly improved land worh'cd up into a state of garden 
cultiv’ation, and by a sufficient cxpendittirc of labour, 
money, and mamire, brought, in a lew years more, 
into the highest state of agricultural production. It is 
perfectly' possible, tliei’efoi’e, to bring moor land not 
only into an arable state, hut into the highest state of 
horticidtnre in twenty 3’'ears. All that is required is 
a sufficient application of human strength, industry, 
and capital. 

But if this is true of teii acrc.s or a hundi’ed acres, 
it is equallj’" true of ten millions of acres or a hundred 
millions of aci’es, provided always, which is the sup^ 
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positioii put on the otlier side, there are abundance of 
bands to apply the requisite labour. The proportion 
is the same ; the fundamental fact, that the laliour of 
one man’s hands is much more than Jtdoquate for his 
own support, runs through tlie udiole question, and 
regulates the fortunes of man from the first to the last 
moments of his progre.ss. If it is possible to raise an 
uncultivated moor or piece of waste land from a state 
of nature to the highest state of garden cultivation 
within twenty years, much more is it possible to effect 
the like transformation upon an ^island such as Great 
Britain or Indarid, upon which much more than half 
tlie labour requisite to otrect sucli a change has already 
been applied. That is Just as clear as tliat a man 
who has already got over fifty miles of a road will 
sooner, at the same pace, get over the next fifty, than 
one who, at the same rate of progress, has to go over 
the whole hundred. 

Let a.ny man consider a field, a farm, or a parisli 
W’ith which he is familiar. Can he entertain a mo- 
ment’s doubt, that if lie liad an unlimited command of 
labour, money, and manure, he could raise the pro- 
duce of the siVil to the highest jiitch of garden cultiva- 
tion in twenty years, or even in half that time? By 
simply subjecting it to the cultivation of the spade 
and the hoe instead of the plough, the pi'oduce of most 
pai’ts of it would, in' a single year, be increased a half ; 
and by introducing generally tin* system of tile fur- 
row-draining, and applying manure in abuuddnce, it 
might; in another year, be increased at least another 
halt. The mere breaking up the meadoAv and grass lands 
(27,000,000 acres) would at once make room for as 
many millions of human beings ! that is, furnish subsist- 
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ence to nearl)^ double its present (1H40) papulation. 
It is practicallj-^ known to every Scotch farmer that, by 
the sample introduction of tile-draining', the produce of 
every soil, if at all wet, is at once raised a half, often, 
doubled. No, practical fanner in the kingdom will he- 
sitate a moment in admitting* that, him men and 
money enough^ he could raise the produce of any field, 
farm, or iiarish to the highest state of garden culture in 
ten 3 /ears. And what is true of anj" field, farm, or parish 
with an ainjje sujijdy of men and money, is equally 
true of any ]>ai ish, county, or kingdom, if the benefit 
of a corresponding amount of human pow’^er is secur- 
ed to it.* 

It is no answer to this to say tluit the state of so- 
ciety inr those islands, the approjirialion of all the land 
they contain, and the inv estincnl of a large part of tlieir 
capital ill commerce or manufactures, jnechules tlic 
possibilitj*, jiractically speaking, of such an applica- 
tion of the wliole jiowcr and resources of the state to 
the labours of agriculture* That is perfectly ti'iio, 
Init it has no bearing on the question, wliich is, not 
what is tlio dircclioa tliat human industry will take 
in every advanced stage of society? hut what is 
the fuiidamental relation established bj^ nature be- 
tween the growth of population and tlie production of 
subsistence? If moral causes in the later stages of so- 
ciety, by an invincible attraction, dravvalax’ge jiortiun 
of human exertion iuto commerce and manufiictures, 

* The land inoludod in tlu‘ Inclosiirn Uill.s, passtul sinon lias 

amountoil 1,0 no more tliaii 2+7,000 acres ; \^’hile tlie nunil>ei-.s added to 
the popiilation in tlie same time Jiave lieen 2,70;;,707 souls ; thus af- 
'fordiiii^ not a tenth |>art of an acre per liead for each additional inha- 
bitant. Tills must he considcj-ed as a lartlier jiroof of the increased 
productiveness of the soil duriiif^ the last five years. — Porter,!, 178. 
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the same moral causes, by an equally invincible influ- 
ence, if not countergtcted by moral corruption or op- 
pressive governinerit, limit the growth of population in 
these advanced stages. What these moral causes are 
will be fully unfolded in the sequel.* The question at 
present is, wliat is tlie proportion between the powers 
of population and production ? And if Mr Malthiis is 
entitled to take, as he unquestionably is, the extreme 
case of an old state doubling its inhabitants in five* 
and-twenty years, it is equally allowable to take an 
equally extreme and improbal)le case, to illustrate tlie 
poAvers of prodiu tiou on the otI)er. And there can- 
not be tljc smallest doubt, that if human labour was 
felt in any country to be deficient in order to enable 
the subsistence to keep pace wiili tlie population, the 
high price of agricultural j>roduce and tlie high wages 
of agricultural kibour would speedily attract liands 
from other emjdoymeuts into that one, and that, what 
between interest and necessitv, the nation would fi^ra- 
dually more ami more be traiisfeiTcd from a coramer- 
ci.il into an agricultural state. 

If the preceding arguments are duly weiglied, they 
will probably, ‘by all impartial i)crsoiis, be deemed 
conclusive of the present question ; but there are a 
great variety of oilier considerations wliicli lead to the 
same result, and which might render it perfectly safe 
to abandon all tliat has gone before as untenable or 
absurd. The strengtii of the case in Mr Malthus’s 
woi’ds is such, that it will admit of almost any con- 
cession. 

I. That all the other classed of society, who are either 
ill iii'ts oi’ manufactures, or maintained in idle- 
ness, are fed by the labours of the husband man , cither 

‘*^00 bdow, Ch.'ip, JJb 
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ill their OAvn or some neighbouring country, is self- 
evident. It is the surplus produce of the agricultu- 
rists .vt'hich avowedly maintains all the other classes of 
the community. Mr Malthus’s position is, that this 
surplus produce is greatest in the early stages of so- 
ciety, and least in the most advanced, because it is 
then that the vast and increasing multiplication of the 
human si>ecies . presses with most weight upon the 
springs of human subsistence. Now what is the fact, 
and what ha^ been the fact from the earliest ages of 
the world to this time on this subject ? Has it always 
been foimd that arts, commerce, and opulence have 
prevailed most in the first stages of society, and tliat, 
as society adv^ances, their numbers gradually dwindle 
away, until the necessities of tlieir situation and the 
rapidly decliuing produce of agricultural labour force 
all hands, as a matter of necessity, into the cultivation 
of the soil ? Has this .been the case in any age of tlie 
world, or 4s it the case now ? Did the arts and ma- 
nufactures of Italy iu aiicieut times decline under the 
rule of the Emjierors, and was the uhole population 
of the Italian peninsula absorbed in the cultivation of 
the soil, to the extinction of arts and mahnfacture.s, in 
its declining (lays, when a thousand years had sprink- 
led the snows of age on the Homan Empire ? Is thi.s the 
case with Great Britain at this time, when the same pe- 
riod has elapsed, since the era, when the foundation of 
the empire was laid iu the days of Alfred by the union 
of thellcptarchy? Is the whole pojmlationoftheBritish 
Islands gradually converging towards the cultivation 
of the soil under the pres.siire of population and subsist- 
ence, and in the vain hope of extracting, by increased 
labour from an exbausled territory, subsistence for our 
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present inliabitants ? Is America teeming with the 
riches of its virgin soil and profuse agricultural pro- 
duce, the great seat from Avhich exports of rnainifac- 
tured articles proceed to all parts of the world ? 

The tact is and ever has been. Just tlie reverse. History 
has recorded thatltaly,in ancient times, ^so far from hav- 
ing been cultivated to the utmost, declined in agricul- 
tural produce with the progress of the empire ; that its 
iiihabitaiLts w ere principally to be found in townis sub- 
sisting on arts and manufactures ; and it is to the great 
decay of the rural population that (ribbon ascribes the 
inability of tlie empire in its later stages to resist the 
attacks of the barbarians.’^ So far from tlie popula- 
tion of Great Britain being driven generally by neces- 
sity to the cultivat ion of tlie soil, nearly threeifourths 
of tliern are engaged.in other pursuits, liaving- no ten- 
dency wliatever to yield suhsistenee, and are fed 
almost entirely l>y (lie other fonrtli employed in the 
labours of agriculture* f So far from America teem- 
ing with artisans and commerce fed by its vast agri- 
cultural produce, it imports annually from twelve to 
fourteen millions w ortli of Brjtislinja?iufactures,whjch 
are jiaid for, nbt in grain, w hich tlie British corn law 
in general excludes,but in remittances of money or cot- 
ton, to carry on her increasing commercial establish- 
ments* 111 every quarter and age of the wmrld an ad- 
vanced stage of society has been distinguished by the 
great increase of commerce and inanufactures, and the 
earliest by the decided preponderance of the agricul- 

Gibbon, ill. 06, vii. Hist, de Fniiice, i. 82. 

i' Out of iL j) 0 |>nl{iti()n of a,4'14,I7o fiimilios in Grent Uritain, 1)01,134 
lainilies are employed in the production of food, V>eing at the rate of 
2S2 in each lODO, or between a third and a fourth of the inhabitants. 
— l^orter’s Progress of the Nation, i. 59. 

3 
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tural class over every other. Now, how could this vast 
increase of artisans and manufactures in the later eras 
of spciety have been fed and maintained, if the theory 
were true, that the later stages of society are those 
which are above all others distinguished by the fatal 
pressure of jiopulatioii upon ^subsistence 3 

Is it not clear that the existence of such a lU'es- 
sure must, in the later ages of every empire, have 
forced inaidvind progressively, and at lengtli entire** 
ly, into thtj cultivation of the soil, just as the rise 
of a tide di*ivcs all the animated beings upon a rock 
in tlie ocean to the I'emaining dry portions ? Is 
not, therefore, the iniinense extent •of arts, com- 
merce, and inanufactures in the later stages of every 
great^empire in tlie world, and in particular in the 
British dominions, a decisive jiroof that, -so far from 
population in tlie later stages of society pressing up- 
on subsistence, subsistence is constantly acciuiring an 
additional ascendency over population ? And of the 
extent of this preponderance, and the small number of 
agriculturists who are re<piired in an a<lvaiiced stage 
of cultivation to raise subsistence for the other classes, 
we liave authentic evidence in the fAct mentioned by 
Mr Porter, that, in Great Britain at tliis time, tak- 
ing the best data that can be had, it apiicvars that the 
labour of nineteen families is required to produce ari- 
niially 1160 quarters of all kinds of grain ; being at 
the rate of 61 quarters by each family/’ Now a 
quarter of grain is ample food fur a human being for 
a year; and, sujiposing four quarters to be the ave- 
rage consumption of a family, it thus appears that, in* 
the present state of British agriculture, the annual la- 
bour of one family is capable of supporting fifteen. 

, * Porter, i. r^)9. 
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II. That this progressive increase of the powers of 
production over those of population, even when po- 
pulation is advancing at the most rapid rate in^the 
later stages of society, actually exists, and is univei’- 
sally founded in the laws of nature, is abundantly 
evident, from the statistical details which exist of the 
proportion of a jicople in every state engaged in the 
cultivation of the soil. In America, where rich waste 
land is so abundant, and subsistence is to be had in 
such profusion, the proportion of the cultivators of 
the soil to the other classes of society is about 12 to 1. 
In Poland, the granary of England in periods ofscar- 
'city, the cultivators are to the artisans and shoplceep- 
crs as 20 to 1. In France at this moment, 21,500,000 
agriculturists are recpiircd to maintain themselves, and 
10,500,000 of the other classes.* Whereas in (Ireat 
Britain, as already mentioned, out of .3,4'] 4,000 fami- 
lies, only 961,000 are emplo 3 "ed in the i>roduction of 
food, that is to say, each agriculturist supports himself 
and at least three and a half more of the other unpro- 
ductive inhabitants of the empire.f In Ireland, M'liere, 
although the population is more dense, agriculture is in 
a far ruder and ftiore imj)erfect state, out of 1,385,066 
families only 884,339 are emploj^ed in agriculture, be- 
ing tlie proportion of 1000 to 6:J8.j Thus England, 
at once the oldest, the most peopled, and the richest 
commercial and manufacturing country known in ex- 
istence, is the one in which the .vz/jal/c-yit number of cul- 
tivators is required to maintain the other classes of so- 
ciety. In America and Poland, where waste land is 
most abundant, and agriculture is comparatively in its 
infancy, the proportion of the other classes fed by the 

Dupiii, Force Couimcrciul de France, i. 3. 

1 Fovter-s Progress of the ^hltion, i. 50, X (bid. 
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agriculturist is the least ; and so great is this differ- 
ence, that, whereas in Poland, the gi'eat granary of 
Eui»pe, twenty agriculturists are required to pi’oduce 
a surplus for one manufacturer, and in America twelve 
are required for the same purpose, in France only two 
cultivators are nee<ied to support one ntanufacturer, 
while in Great Britain one agriculturist is able to 
maintain in ordinary years above three manufac- 
turers. 

These facts demonstrate, that, so far from population 
pressing uj)on subsistence in the later stages of socict)', 
subsistence in tliose periodvS, if allowed fair play, ac- 
quires a decisive preponderance overpopulation ; and 
that the surplus produce of cultivators is continually 
increasing as society advances. They explain perfect- 
ly liow it happens tliat, in the earlier ages of society, 
the numbers of those engaged in art's and manufactures, 
bear so small a proportion to those devoted to the cul- 
tivation of the soil, while in its later stages the balance 
turns the otlier way, and the number of artisans be- 
comes, without at all outstripping the means of sub- 
sistence, twice or thrice greater than that of the culti- 
vatoi’s. But how'^ are these facts to be reconciled with 
the' theory, that in the later stages of society tlie aug- 
menting })owcrs of population acquire a decisive pre- 
ponderance over those of raising Iinman food ? The 
thing is plainly impossible ; and it is well worthy of 
obseiwation, that, even in Great Britain itself, this as- 
cendency of the powers of production over those of 
population is daily^ becoming greater ; for, if the read- 
er will turn to tlie Appendix, lie will see that while the 
rate of increase in the three decimal periods, from 
1801 to 1831, in the agricultural counties has been 
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as 9, 10^^, and 7 ; in the manufacturing ones it has 
been as l6f, 14^^ and 18^.^ 

III. But thirdly, what is capital but subsistence stor- 
ed up, and what is tlie Avhole w’^ealth of the world but 
tlie accumulation of the surplus produce of the la- 
boiirs of the cultivators of tlie earth in ditferent ages, 
above \v hat was requisite for their own supj)ort ? In 
whatever form this accumulated wealth exists, whether 
in that of bullion or money, — of articles of luxury, — * 
costly edifices, — sumptuous furniture or apparel, — or 
productive investments, such as agricultural improve- 
ments, commercial or manufacturing establishments, 
roads, railways, or shipping, it is equally clear that it 
has been amassed by the labour of human beings, and 
that these human beings during the time consumed iii 
that labour must have been maintained. The existence 
of capital, therefore, especially in large quantities, pre- 
supposes ibat there has existed a surplus produce raised 
by the cultivatorsin formerages; its continued increase 
presupj^oses the existence of a similar surjiliis at the 
time that increase is going on. If, then, the cfForts of 
human production had a constant tendeiicy to sink be- 
fore the gigantic jiowers of population in tlie more ad- 
vanced stages of society, it must of course have fol- 
lowed, that the annual increnieiil of caiiital must have 
gone on declining with the progress of its more ad- 
vanced stages ; that the earliest ages would have been 
those in which it was produced in most abundance, 
and tlie latest, those in which the annual sum existing 
to tlie amount ofhunian wealth became most inconsi- 
derable. Is this the fact? Has it ever been the fact? 
Is it consistent with anything we see around us ? 

* Appen'iix, No. III. 
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Has it not been found, on the contrary, in every age 
that the earliest periods of society were those in which 
capitfil w'as most scanty, and received the smallest an- 
nual additions, and the latest, those in which it w'as 
most abundant? And is not the present age and this 
enij)ire distinguished above all others by the extraor- 
dinary excess of c*a{)ita], as clearly evinced both by tlie 
low rate of interest, and by the tendency of capitalists 
to seek the most foreign and remote, and often the 
most extraviig'ant speculations ? How is this fact, too 
painfully known in Great Britain, especially at this 
time, to j-equire any illustration, j*econcilable with the 
hypothesis, tliat the hiunau race is subject to a con- 
stant pressure of j)opuIation upon subsistence — that the 
former goes on in a geometrical, the latter in an arith- 
metical progressioie, and tJiat it is this circumstance 
which explains thg constantly increasing misery of the 
later stages of society ? Is it not self-evident, that, if 
tljis were really true,, capital, that is, stored up sub- 
sistoice, u ould be ])erpetually dwindling away under 
the influence of this iron screw ap})lii‘d by nature, to 
the powers of production, by the superincumbent 
weiglit of population, and tluit llie latest ages of so- 
ciety must incvilably in every country have been the 
most indigent ? 

It seems, therefore, in every point of view, to be 
abundantly clear, that the true relation between po- 
pulation and subsistence is that of caijsu and ef- 
i EOT ; that the labour of man’s bands is, by the eter- 
nal law of nature, adequate to^ nnicli more tlian bis 
own support ; that tins superiority of the powers of 
production over those of population is a fundamental 
law of his existence, which never fails him in any pe- 



IIELATION BETWEEN 


64 ' 

riofl of his progress, and that, so far from this supe- 
riority becoming less in the later stages of society, it 
is constantly becoming greater, and that it is Qwing 
to tJiat excess that the accumulation of wealth, arts, 
commerce, and manufactures owe their existence. If 
these })rinc?'ples he well founded, it must be at otice ap- 
parent that all apprehensions of the increase of popu- 
lation beyond the means of subsistence which the soil 
affords, are entirely chimerical in any particular coun- 
try, until its cidtivatiou is evidently approaching the 
extreme limit of j)erfection ; and equally visionary in 
reference to the whole world, until the globe itself is 
all cultivated to its utmost. 

How iudelinitely distant or rather iilterly impossi- 
ble is the arrival of the human race at such limits in any 
particular country, must be evident from this consi- 
deration, tliat it never yet has occurred in any coun- 
try in the world, and to ail appearance never can oc- 
cur under the present constitution of hiunaii nature. 
That every nation hitlierto existing upon earth, of 
whicli history makes mention, has either had its po- 
pulation retarded and at length stopj)ed in its later 
stages, or been’ swept away by the tide of foreign con- 
quest, is evident from the most enrsory survey of hu- 
man affairs, and has always been the sulqect of pro- 
verbial remark. The ruined cities and desert plains 
W'hich now mark the spots which in Asia were once 
the seat of mighty and pojmlous empires, are suffi- 
cient to show with what imcrriug steps, the periods 
of decay have hithertp airived to the greatest iifitions 
upon earth. Whether the states of modern times pos- 
sess, from the iufluciK;e of freedom, knowledge, and the 
Chri.stian religion, any stronger principle of vitality 
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than tb6se of will form tfee subje^^^ 

cnssioa in the sequel of this work.* But eiren the 
most panguiae believers in the perfectibility of the 
species will probably admit that the approach of Ihe 
human nice to the limits of their possible increase in 
any of the European monarchies is postponed for an 
indefinite number of ages; and that there is little in the 
present state of society in the British islands to war- 
rant the belief that their empire is to share iu the im- 
mortality of the human race. 

With resj)ect to the chances of the whole earth be- 
ing cultivated to its utmost, and of the dreadful catas- 
trophe occurring of mankind arriving at the utmost 
limits of subsistence, with the habits of increase suit- 
ed to a progressive state of existence still prevalent 
among them, it will be considered in a subsequent 
chapter, whether the wior«/ constitution of human na- 
ture renders such an event possible ; and whether, even 
if the earth were entirely peopled and cultivated, those 
habits in regard to increase must not previously have 
ai’isen in all ranks of society which are suited to a 
stationary order of things. Tliere appears, moi’eover, 
to be a mysterious law of nature, which', by the irre- 
sistible force of external events, renders the human race 
stationary or declining in one part of the world when 
it is advancing rapidly in another ; which impels 
civilisation perpetually in one direction, which has 
hitherto been in the course of the sun ; which prevents 
the revival of the human race, at least, fora very long 
period in its ancient seats, and renders a large part of 
the world always fallow in the great husbandry of na- 
ture. Notwithstanding the vast* and rapid increase 


voi., I, 


* rnfra^ Chap, IX* 
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of the human race for the last two centuries in tlie 
European states, 2 )articularly in the British islands and 
the Anierican colonies, it is doubtful whether t^ie des- 
potism of the east has not destroyed as much as tlie 
liberty of the west has called into being, and whether 
the world* is in any considerable degree more i) 02 )u- 
lous at this time than it was in that of Augustus.*^ 
But without dwelling on tins speculative 2 )oint, it 
is sufficient to refer to the jdiysical cajiabilities of the 
globe, to show how extremely chimerical are all such 
apiu’ehensions. The habitable terrestrial globe con- 
■tains .‘J7,t)73,0()0 square geogra{)hicai miles, of which 
it is probable that upwards of ^10,000,000 are avail- 
able for the subsistence of the hunian race. This is 
making a very large deduction for the arid deserts 
of the torrid, or tlie frozen mountfiiris of the arctic 
Zone. Now in the united kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland tiiere are 91,000 squtire geograjdiicai 
miles, and on tliem food is now raised for nearly 
30,000,000 of human beings. It^ therefore, the whole 
world were peojilcd in the siime i)i'Oj)ortion as the 
British islands, there would be about two hundred 
aiid twenty times as many inhabitants Jis there now 

* According to Make liriiii, tlie pieseiit jxijiulatiou of Europe i.s about 
25^7,()(H),01)0. Mr Gibbon rerlvoiis the popnlatioji of tlio H.ouum Em- 
pire untler Tidjaii and the Anton'mes at 1*40,000,000; but; sadi ha< 
f)oen tlie deelitie in the number of the human raee in Asia, particn- 
lariy Europt?an Turkey and tliat it is more than doulitlul 

whetlier, upon the wdioJe, tJie world i.s move |)opaIous now tlian it 
vva.s in ancient times. Mr Hume was inclined to tliink in 1775, that it 
was less populous than it was in the time of Trajan ; l)ut there has 
been a great increase since that fimo in the British islands, and in 
Russia, and a still greater in the United States of Amerioa, hut still 
it is doii])tfnl if tlie w*hoh3^ taken togetlier, has conijiciisated the decay 
of the human species in A.sia Minor, Turkey, and Ikirsia. — Soot dbbon , 
Chap, i., and Iluine's Kssayon the Populunsness of Ancient Nations. 
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arc ill the luiitcd kingdom, or the globe 'vvoukl con- 
tain six thousand six hundred millions, being at least 
fight times its present population.* When tlie vast 
superiority of tlie productive powers of the southern 
regions of the globe are taken into consideration, as 
well as the great increase which it lias been^hewn the 
British islands themselves can be brought to yield ; 
when it is recollected, that, in almost all tlie soiitlici’ii 
climates, two crops are obtained in the year from soil 
ivhere irrigation can he attained ; that the potato 
will maintain three times as many human beings on 
an eipxal extent of ground as wheat, and the banana, 
accoi’ding to Humboldt, tive-and-twenty times as 
niany,t it is not exceeding the bounds of reasonable 
argumeift to liold tlsat this nnniber of six tbousand 
six liundred millions migbt ivitli ease be raised to 
twenty thousand millions, beiugabove twentytiniesthe 
whole probable pojuijatiou of the globe at this period. 

It is observed by Mr Maltbus, that, from all the 
aceouiits we liave of China and Japan, it may he 
doubted whether they could he made to double their 
subsistence in any period of time. Let us tes;t the ac- 
curacy of this statement by tlie more’ correct sta- 
tistienl information wliicli the researches of modern 
times have brought toliglit. j; In China, according to 
Humboldt, the superficial area amounts to 463,000 
sipiare marine leagues, and the population, aeeording 
to liini, is 1 7*'5,000,000. If it were peopled in the same 
proportion as the British islands, which contain 2,250 
to the square league, it would contain 980,000,000, 

^ The total population of tin? is estimated by the best imtho* 

I'ities at aliont 800,000,000. — Make Brun and Balbi. 

1* irurnboldt, hi. 29, ‘50. t Ibid, xi, 65. 
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or nearly five times its present iiiliabitanls, according 
to one estimate, and three times by another ; and if it 
were cultivated as Great Bj itaiii might be, as already 
shown,* on the j)rinei|)le of every third acre being de* 
voted to tlic stajilc food of man, and the remaining two 
for his liixliries, it would maiiitain 3, jOO, 000, 000 of in- 
habitants. or al>ove twelve times its jvresent population. 

The peninsula of India, aeeordingto Iluinbolrit, con- 
tains 109,200 square marine leagues, and 134,000,000 
of iiihah'itanis. f If these were peopled in the same 
propurlion as the Ilritisli islands, which contain 
3,3o0 to tlie sj(uare ieague, tliey would contain ahoul 

350.000. 000 of or nearly double their 

l^resent ijuinbci", and if they were cultivated in the 
same way as the British i^dands might be on ibe prin- 
ciples iibore laid down, it would niahitain at least 

1.000. 000.000 of souls. 

To illusij'ate tliis still further. The Cliiricse empins 
including Chinese Tartan/, contains, according to Malte 
Brun and Balbi, 5,350,000 scpusre geographical miles, 
which ovaT* tlie w iiole vast extent are peoj>lcd only at 
the snia!] rate of 37.3 to ('very square mile, China 
proper contains I,297,(H)0 square miles, which, taking 
the ]M)})ulatiou of the enq>ire at 150,000,000, whicli is 
Make Brujfs estiiiKite, is 117 to the scpiare mile, the 
great dili u'ence lieing owing* to the vast uncultivat- 
ed tracts of Chinese Tartaiy. Ilindostan contains 
1,380,000 square 11 ] lies, and 134,000,000 souls, which 
is at the rate of iOi to the square mile; and Japan con- 
tains 310,000 S((uare miles, and 35,000,000 of souks 

a. 

being at the rate also of 125 to the square mile. In 
JCngland, again, exclusive of Scotland, there are no less 

■ Anti‘, 1. p. 47. 


t Huinbuldt, xi. 57. 
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than 258 inhabitants to the square mile, and in Ireland 
f263; so that the present population of England is above 
t\vice*as dense as that of Hindostan, Japan, or China 
proper, and above ten times that of China, including 
Chinese Tartary. What, then, must be the capability 
for the increase of the hinnnn race in tlicelti countries 
which Mr Malthus has selected as containing nearly 
the utmost density of population, when it lias been seen 
of what a great increase of subsistence tlie British Isles 
themselves susccjdihle ? l^oiilutloss there are great 
tracts of waste land^ in these cTauitries, but so there 
are also in England ; and if tlie great superiority in 
tla^ fertility of tliese ^varm clinnrfes is talcen into con- 
sideration, there can be no doubt tiiat the average pro- 
duce wlfich they miglit yield jier s(|uare iiiile of tlieir 
whole surface is much grt^ater tluiu could by possiln- 
lity be extracted fiTini tlie com{Kn“ati veiy slerile and 
inljospitable soil of these islands.^’'' It is not to be ima- 
gined from tliese fVicts tliat the travellers v’ere in er- 
ror wlio bave so often described, in glow irig colours, 
tlie vast popuiatioii and adinirabie culture of the <lis- 
tricts they traversed in Cliina and Jajiau. ^i'he 
error la)^ in sujiposing that tlie wliole country vvuis 
cultivated and peopled in the same proportion, whieli 
is just as great an error as it v/ould be to imagine tliat 
thiC \vhule of (ireal Britain is as iincly cultivated as 
the road side from Dover to London, or as densely 
peojiled as a circle with a radius of tuelve miles 
around M aneli ester. 

These propositions may be slated with tlie greater 
confidence that they coincide entirely ith the conclu- 
sions to which the most eminent geographers have 


'* Miilte Urim, X. 000, Humboldt, li. 50. 
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been led on the same subject. “ The soil of Europe,” 
says Malte Brun, “ could afford ample food for a 
thousand millions of inhabitants, being nearby five 
times its present numberxS. If all Spain were peopled 
as much as the district of (fuipuscoa, in other words, 
in the proimrtion of 2090 to the square league, its in- 
habitants would amount to above 90,000,000, being 
throe times its present population. If the whole of 
Portugal were peoided in the same pi'oportion as the 
jwovince between the Douro and the Minlio, it would 
contain 10,707.000 iuliabitants,, being considerably 
more than three times the whole of the ])rcsent inha- 
bitants of the hiHj^om of Portugal, who are above 
9 , 000 , 000 .”® 

The .same inference regarding the suj)erior power, s 
of production to population is to be drawn from the 
accounts wo have of the most ancient and j)eopIed 
countries of antiquity. Egypt is proverbially known 
as one of the most ancient seats of the human race, 
and its stujjendous monuments raised nearly four 
thousand years aim ^vill icmaiu to the end of the 
world a dnralile proof of the immensity and extent of 
its early popiilation. D'Anville computes the culti- 
vable land in ancient Egypt at 2,100 stpiai'e leagues,! 
being little more than ;i fifth part of the suid’ace 
of the British Isles ; and the population of ancient 
Egypt is estimated at 8,000,000, j; Egypt, there- 
fore, M'Ms considerably more populous in proj)orlion to 
its cultivable extent than the British Islands, and i)o- 
pnlation h.ad been dense there from the; very earliest 

Multt' Jirrm, ii. H)7, 

} IVAiivillo, Auciennp, ' 23 . 

1 Dp DtvH. Jntl. ir, <;. Biul Oillic8’;v GreepCj, v. I i‘I> 



POPIM.ATION ANI> SIJBSISTEN<'1'., 


71 


ages. Yet so far were the numbers of the species 
from pressing on the means of subsistence, even in 
the Jatest periods of its prosperity, that subsist- 
ence had immensely outstripped population ; the 
Delta was the well known granary of Rome, oven so 
early as the time of Cmsar ; this contimisd to be the 
case during all the subsequent emperors ; and it was 
the common lamentation of the Roman historians, in 
Oibboirs woi'ds, “ that the mistress of the world de- 
i)ended for licr subsistence upon the floods of the Nile.” 

The plain of M esopotamia, again, was a still earlier 
seat of the l)uman race ; its unparalleled feililitv at- 
tracted and multiplied mankind in the first ages after 
the flood, and the Tower of Babel, still I'emaining in 
the gighntic hill of the Birs Nimrod, survives, and will 
for ever survive, a moiiument at once of tlie trutlf^ 
of the Mosaic liistory, and the vast early j)oj)ula- 
tion of that highly-favoured region. Such tj-as the 
enormous population which tliis extraordinary jdain 
nourished, that Nineveh and Babylon, its first ca|)itals, 
built within a short distance of each other, far e.\- 
ceeded any modern city both in extent and popuka- 
tioii ; and the hitter, ivhose walls ejltendcd twelv'e 
miles every way, covered 126 square miles of surface, 
or nearly eigiit times the modern city and suburbs of 
London.* Like all Asiatic cities it doubtless contain- 
ed witliin these walls, palaces, parks, and oven culti- 
vated land ; but in other jilaccs it was covered with 
crowded streets, tlie houses of which were three and 
four’ stoi^es liigh.f And after making every allow- 
ance for the ground not covered ivith buildings, it con- 

* lloyiD)l<i.s’.s Geograpliy of IkTOtlotti.s, p. .•ill. 
j' JlDi odotliS, i. c. J8(), 
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tained, accoi’ding to the most judicious vvritei's, twice, 
perhaps three times as many inhabitants as modern 
London at this time. “ Nevertheless,” says Gillies,* 
“ in the narratives of ancient writers, we hear nothing 
of that scarcity which prevails in the populous cities of 
China, now the greatest in Asia ; and which reduces 
their wretched inhabitants to the meanest shifts and 
coarsest garbage for subsistence. The Babylonians, on 
the contrary, are described as Uvlvg hi great plcniy, 
and the upper classes as enjoying the habitual use of 
expensive luxuries.” And so far was even this vast 
population from exljausting tlie productive powers of 
Mesopotamia, that fifteen hundred years after Ilerodo- 
tusj. had visited it in this unparalleled state of grandeur, 
and after Babylon had been overturned by Cyrus, and. 
Had yielded to the decay of time, its lu’oductive-powers 
Were still unexhausted ; Ctesiphon, Seleucia and Bag- 
dad successively rose to the rank of mighty capitals in 
its immediate neighbourhood, and were constructed 
in great part out of its very ruins : f for above a thou- 
sandyears they continued to be tlie capitals of a mighty 
emj>ire, which more than once conquered the majesty 
of Koine; and’ when, at leiigtli, the corruption and 
vices of these great cities called for a signal chastise- 
ment, it was the magnitude of their riches, the growth 
of the vast and still continuing surplus of their agri- 
cultural produce, which attracted the destroyers from 
the plains of Tartary, and wraj)t these ancient and 
still enduring abodes of plenty in the desolating whirl- 
wind of 'Fimour’s cavalry. 

The history of Home alfbrds a still more remark- 
able example of tlie same principles. Not only do the 

Oilliiw’s (nxi-'cc, V. eas. f Ibiti. v. 238. (. lleroilot. i. U).j. 
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accounts of all ancient writers, but decisive and an- 
theutic facts recorded in history, demonstrate that the 
poj)ulation at least of Southern Italy in ancient times 
was very great. Thirty independent states, or tribes, 
as we should call them, cultivated with assiduous la- 
bour the plain which is now flooded with the Tontine 
marshes ; and Caniillus, rvith fifty thousand men, for 
ten years, besieged Veia', tliough it was no farther 
from Romo than London from St Albans. The eter- 
iial city is ski ted by Mr (jibbou to have contained at 
its highest point of elevation throe miliions of inhabi- 
tants ; and he estimates tlie total population of tlie em- 
pire at 120 millions.'* But so far was the influx of 
people to the heart of this immense dominion from ex- 
haustin'g the productive powers of the soil of Italy, or 
pressing ujion the utmost limits of liuman subsistence, 
that the effect was the Aery reverse ; footl was so 
abundant that its cultivation ceased to be iirofitahle on 
the Italian fields ; com Avas im])orted from the distant 
provinces, Avhile tlie Italian plains were almost entire- 
ly engrossed in pasturage, Avhieji gradually swallowed 
up the greater part of even the arable surface of tlie 
country; and there remains to this day lin authentic re- 
cord, Avhich proA'es that the fertile and happy province 
of Campania, the scene of tlie early A’ictories and de- 
licious letirements of the Roman citizens, extending 
betAveen the Tilmr and the Silarus, contained on an 
actual survey, within sixty years after the death of 
( ’onstantine, before the footstejis of the barbarians had 
yet been beard in Italy, no less than .3.30,000 English 
acres of imcultiv'ated land, Avhich bad formerly been 
under the plough and paid taxes to the state.f 
(iihhon» i. C>8, c. 2 , | lliifl. iii. 87, c. 17- 
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■ There is no reason to conclude, therefore, either 
from what we know at present of the most populous 
and highly cultivated countries of the Avorld, or from 
what we learn of similar states in ancient times, tliat 
the greatest increase of human beings has ever been at- 
tended, or “ever can be attended, with any pi’essure of 
population upon the productive powers of agricultural 
labour; but, on tlie contrary, the superiority of produc- 
tion to population is constantly increasing with the 
progress of society, and is generally greatest at the 
time when moral and extraneous causes have induced 
the decay of the population, or the downfal of the 
commutnty in which it had arisen. 

But it is putting the case much too favourably for Mr 
Malthus and his partisans in the doctrine of the pres- 
sjire of j)opulation upon subsistence, to select merely 
for an illustration of the general law of Nature, tliose 
countries, such as China, Japan, or the British islands, 
in which population appears in the densest form that 
lias 3X‘t been recoided in tlie history of the Acorld. 
To restore the balance, it is but fair to take a few in- 
stances on the other side, and examine the capabilities 
of human increase which exist in tlie ricli, hut desert, 
or but imperfectly explored regions of the globe. If we 
do this, and sit down in the “ lodge of the wayfaring 
man in the wilderness,” what a stupendous prospect is 
exliibited on all sides of the almost boundless capabi- 
lities for increase which are afforded to the human 
rate ! The basin of the Mississippi alone contains, 
according to Chevalier, 1 , 015,000 square geographical 
miles, or more than eleven times the whole surface of 
llie British isles, and nearly seven times that of the 
whole kingdom of France. The whole of that splen- 
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did surface is not only rich and fertile, but watered with 
noble rivers, and almost entirely de.stitute of hills or 
.sterile spots. * If it was peopled in the same propor- 
tion as the British Isles, this portionof America alone, 
lying between the Alleghany and the Rocky mountains, 
would contain above three hundred and fifty millions of 
inhabitant.s. South and North America contain near- 
ly 12,000,000 smiare miles, of which 6,000,000 may^ 
be considered as susceptible of cultivation, and of pro- 
ductive powers, as Humboldt has told u.s, far greater 
than even tlie most favoured regions of Europe. If 
tlie.se six millions of square raile.s w'ere cultivated, .so 
as to produce even the same amount of subsistence as 
the Britisli islands, they would yield subsistence to 
fifteen tHnidred millions. It is no wonder that both 
Hninlioldt and (leneral Miller, when traversing these 
boundless tracts of fertile land, where labour for three 
days in the week would make any family comfortable, 
and the produce of wheat, under even the most wretched 
cultiue, was never less tluui seventy, sometimes an 
hundred fold, slmuld have been impressed witli a sense 
of the boundless immensity of the gifts of Nature, and 
of tlie unhappy elfects of those arbitrary institutions, 
anil that sipialid jioverty, whicli in so many jdaces 
retains inultitudes in ineligence and sufi’ering in a 
world groaning under the riches tif nature, f 

To illustrate tlie vast capability of the globe, there 
is subjoined in the Appendix a table from (he latest 
and best authorities, t of the extent of surface of the 
present countries in the world, and their density of 

Clievulier’s America, i. 62, '>87. 
i Miller, i. 146-117, iluinljolclt, ix. la:?, 

f Appendix, No. !.\A 
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population as coinj)ared with the square league ; and 
such is the magnitude of these results, and the extra- 
ordinary evidence which they afford of the boxvnty of 
tlie Creator to the human s]>ecies, that, like the mag- 
nitude of the planets, or the distances of the fixed 
stai's, they •exceed the hopes of the most ardent, and 
elude the grasp of the most jxowerful mind. 

It must be evident, however, even to the most su- 
perficial observer, that this question of the ultimate 
capacities of any })articular covmtry, or of the whole 
world, for laising subsistence, are i!Ot the data on 
which the jn-osperity of mankind is mainly dependent; 
and they hav’e been dw'^elt upon at s\ich lengtli, and 
with such minuteness in this chapter, chiefly from the 
consideration of the deserved authority of the mninent 
author by wliom the ojxposite doctrine was first started, 
and of the great number of respectable and Ingbly 
meritorious writers, wlio, while they have lieen led by 
actual observation to doubt tlie soundness of his prac- 
tical conclusions, have yet Ixeen carried away by the 
imposing asjipct of bis genei-al argument.* But it 

Aiuon^^ tiicsc the* aiidjor iiviist ominiorate a iioav and dear relative, 
wliose jidniiralfle work tfn tlse MaJiag’eiiient of the Poor in ScollamI 
has ctnnplelt'ly deinonstrntetl the ruinon.s jjpat.tica.] resnlrs wljich have 
tdllowed from tlu* a j)j)lk atimi of Mr Malthiis’s priiuiples to llie poor 
of tliis country- Mi Maltinss aiul the tVonomisls,” says Dr Alison, 
“ iiiaintain that tlie natural Icntlency of tlie linmmi speciths i.s to increase 
anti ninltijily in a geometrical progression, while the f.)od of inan in 
any country <'an only be made to iuerease in an aritliineticai jirog^res- 
sion; that, thertdbrc*, in every country which hns lieen Itmg- inhabited, 

population must iieces.sarily pres.s on the inean.s of sMltsistence, and 
that it is ]>reveiited from increasing- beyond tliese limits only liy the 
poHitive checks of vice and misery, or by Xh\^ preverUivc check of moral 
restraint. So far bis rt'asoning seems to me tt> be perfectly sound and 
irrelragable; and for the satisfactory illustrations wliicli he has given 
of the natural tendency of p<»prilution to outstrip the means of sid)- 
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is evident that the true question in which mankind 
are really interested is very different : that the main 
point in civilized society is not what are the produc- 
tive powers of nature in the soil, but what are the 
means which the human race hixxcjor getting at these 
poicers, and renderinjj them available ^‘or general 
Ijappiuess ; and that those human institutions are 
most favourable to liuman nmltiidication and happi- 
ness, which provide in tlie most effectual maimer at 
once for the increase of the species, and the reg-ulation 
of that increase in the way which the welfare and 
interest of society require. 

It is in the infancy of society, or tile first ages of 
cnltivaliun only, tliat the \vhole, or the greater por- 
tion of mankind are engaged in the culture of the 
fruits of (lie earth. )>efore many gx'iierations have 
passed over, a great surplus is found to have accumu- 
lated in the hands of the cultivators, wliile their wants 
and necessities indispensably require that a conside- 
rable portion of the inhabitants sliould be detaclied 
from tlie pursuits of agriculture, and devoted to those 

— (>r its rapit.l })i t>givss iu new iiinl ininvuvinj^ fuiuiitritvs, •- -of 
till.' cliot.vks iiojiosetl on it uvna or les.s direcfly V>y l:ho LniuUiiilly in- 
cit'a.sion;' tliliicolty of [irooui-ing .subsistence us society atl vaiices,-- atui 
ot fclu‘ liiteiit ])()vver iu all loujj^ inhal)itetl eouutrie.s, of (j[uickiy repfiiriiig* 
the injury doiie by any cause of unusual iiiortality, he deserves im- 
mortal Imiiovu’- It seems to me, not only that these jiriuciples are 
perl'eetly just, luit that they must form the liasis of all legitimate s|>e- 
culutiou and reasoniug* ou the .subject of poverty, its evii.s ami reuie- 
divhs.’* (On the Mauagjiuent of the J^oor in Scotland, by l)i‘ Aii.son, 
i>. o:i) 

Such :t testimony from siicli a (]uarter affonls the st ronge.st j^rooTof 
the .stronghold whidi Mr Malthits's abstract priu<;iple.s have got, even 
of those who are most opposed to his practical le.sults, and W'ho iiave 
been most .successful in refuting them, and amply ju.stifies the minute- 
ne-s.s of the foregoing dis({iiisitiou. 
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arts and handicx*afts which are soon found to be not 
less essential than tJie labours of the plough to the 
comfort and embeliishiueut of human existence. 
Thence arises the separation of professions, and the 
establishment of arts, commerce, and manufactui’es, 
and so soon <lid they begin to flourish in the first ages 
of the world, and so indissolubly wound up from tlie 
outset of hiscareer was manufacturing with agricultural 
employment, that in the earliest records of man, and 
immediately after the first separation of thv patriarchal 
families, it is by dwelling “ in the dties of the plain,” 
that tlio agricultural race of men were distinguished 
from the Nomad tribes, who followed tlie tents of 
their fathej-.s on the plain of Slsinar. 

When society lias assumed this more complicated 
form, it is not upon the mere abstract powaws of the 
soil to yield additional subsistence, but the means 
which the circumstances of society "aiford to every 
individual in the community to obtain a sliare of those 
fruits, that the encouragement to population really 
depends. On the one hand, the w hole teiTitory of 
the country is soon appropriated and divided among 
separate proprietors, who cultivate their possessions 
by the labour of slaves w'hom they maintain, or of 
free servants whom they have hired, Avhile at least 
a moiety of the whole population is employed in the 
arts of cities, or in the pursuits of commei’ce or ma- 
nufactures. When this state of matters has arrived, 
it is not so much on the capability of the soil, as the 
amount of the wages which can be obtained for em- 
ployment, that the w^elfare of the great mass of the 
community depends ; and it is the demand for 
EABOUR which, by determining the amount of wages 
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which the working-classes ai“e to receive, becomes 
the principal regulator of the principle of increase. 
The great object, therefore, of inquiry comes to be, 
what are the circumstances in the progress of society, 
which augment or retard the demand for labour, and 
what az’e the changes in the tastes or habits of the 
people which make their rate of increase obedient to, 
or. irrespective of, the varying demand for the produce 
of their toil ? It is on this inquiry that the welfare 
of the species is mainly dependent, and to its illusti'a- 
tion that the following pages are directed. No more 
interesting or elevating subject of inquiry can be pro- 
posed to the human mind ; and in the prosecution of 
it, ample grounds will aj)pear for gratitude to the 
U'^isdom that governs, and hatred at the Vices that 
desolate the w'^orld. 

“ Whatevei’,” says JJr Johnsoii, “ makes the past or 
the future predominate over the present exalts us in 
the scale of tliinking beings.” When future ages 
sliall come to reflect upon tlie fact, that for forty 
years the wisest philosophers, and the ablest states- 
men, in an age boasting of the highest ijitellectual 
acquirements, implicitly adopted a th.j'ory in regard 
to the impossibility of making subsistence perma- 
nently keep pace with population, which is directly 
contraiy to the experience of every age, and incon- 
sistent with the state which society had assumed in 
the very country where the doctrine first originated, 
they will regard this as one of the most singular in- 
stances of the truth of the saying of the great sage of 
the nineteenth century* arid perhajrs arrive at the con- 
clusion, that the most enlightened age, equally with 
the rudest, is incapable of resisting the weight of con- 
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siderations which strike the senses. It was by fixing 
their itiinds upon present objects, and reasoning on 
mankind, in general, from the example of the great in- 
crease of the Irish poor, and the Amei’ican colonies, 
which immediately pressed on their attention, that 
nearly twoc generations have been imbued with this 
extraordinary delusion. Struck with the importance 
of the phenomena there exhibited, they have over- 
looked alike the history of the nations who have pre- 
ceded, and the capacities for increase provided for those 
which ai'e to follow them. The x’apidity of progress in 
these two countries, which, as will be amply shown in 
the sequel, has-arisen from extraneous and transitory 
causes, has been considered as the ordinary law of hu- 
man increase : they have been regarded not as’the ex- 
ception but the rule. And what is singular and worthy 
of observation, these principles were generally con- 
ceived to be indisputable, just because the history of 
the world had allbrded no instance in which their er- 
ror could be brought to the test ; the powers of pro- 
duction had everywhere so completely outstripped 
those of population, tliat their relative proportion was 
overlooked ; the strength of the moral barriers pro- 
vided by nature against an over increase of mankind 
was such, that it was never suspected how far even 
the most jieopled communities tvere within the physi- 
cal limits to their farther increase ; and man was led 
to doubt the bounty of his Creator, from the magni- 
tude of that very bounty having everywhere prevent- 
ed him from approaching its-limits. 

If Man had been destined nierely to exist, like the 
inferior animals, upon the fruits of the earth, he might 
have gone on increasing from generation to gene- 
ration, like the back-woodsmen in Amei’ica, and at 
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no very distant period overspread the whole earth 
with his descendants. But it was not in so hurried a 
luanner that the great year of existence was intended 
to be passed, nor for the gratification merely of his 
animal wants tliat tliis race was inijilantcd in the 
earth, lie \vas intended to advance in tflie indivi- 
dual and the species ; to rise from the grossness of ^ 
animal to tlie dignity of intellectual nature; in the 
words of Ills Creator, lie wns orflained not merely to 
i-ejilenisiC Uie earth, Init to subdue it,” To him 
were ultimately destined tlie eommand of tlie elements, 
juid the powers of thought; the Ivrvour of genius, 
and the dignity of inteiieci; the heroism of virtue, 
and l!ie eonstaney of misfortune. Forth v‘se eie vated 
purposes* it was essential that the j)r()gTess of the spe- 
cies should not be too i'apiJ ; that tine earth should 
not be );ei)kmished merely with rude and nnttrinking 
Imshandmcji ; that iris Cv)minand over tiie eUvments 
hould increase witli tlie elements with wdiieh. he 
!iad to contend ; and that the growtii of the iiiunaii 
mind sliould keep pace with the enlargement of the 
sj)eci<‘S. Sueli a jirovision is in;ide in tlie varying 
wants and desires wiiieii arise in the liumau breast; 
in the bRiid iiniiuJscs wliicli actuate him at one period, 
and the for-seeing sagacity wliieli directs him at an- 
other; in the bursting vigour and activity vv^bich 
animate liim in one stage of liis progress, and the de- 
cline and decre[)itude wdiich enfeeble liim at anotlier. 
Unlike the inferior animals, wiiicli at once multiply up 
to tlie measure assigned tliem by nature, rnanv ages 
eJapse during the ehildhood of his being. Tlie in- 
fancy of the rfice is as long as that of tlie individual. 
Long as his species has covered the earth, it has not 
VOL. I. . F 
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yet entered upon the manhood of existence. The cor- 
rupted communities and now decayed empires which 
have successively risen and fallen during this constant 
but unobserved progress, have been swept away when 
they had performed their mission in human affairs. 
There are* destroyers provided for tlie carrion of iia- 
*tions, not less than the corpses of individuals ; perni- 
cious remains are not permitted to taint the moral any 
more than the material atmospliere; unseen in ordinary 
times, the vultures of the North apjiear in the distance, 
when their cleansing is required ; the Scythian cavalry 
scent from afar the odour of human corruption, and 
the punishment of the vices of nations conducts the 
mighty system of human adv^ancement. 
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CHAPTER III. 

ox THE CHANGES IN THE PROGRESS OF SOCIETY WHICH 
LIMIT THE PRINCIPLE OF INCREASE. 

ARGUMENT. 

NiH.‘oss»ty tor the growth of llo-struinu on the Pi iiu*i[)le of Increase, as Society 
ailvances — They arise accordingly from the developemcnt of the Reason of Man 
— Eilects of general instruction on tli»; rate of increase — From the influence 
artiticial Wants — Their vast and progressive iinjiortanoe — From the desire of 
aecunnilating Property and hettci ing one's condition— I'^rom tlie distinction of 
ranks and the desire of rising in the world — From the diminished fecundity of 
TTiarriages mature life — And tlte mortaiily of groat cities — Importance and 
progressive, operation of these limitations to P<)pn]ation. 

Hoav necessary soever a rapid increase of mankind 
may be in early times, it is evident not only that the 
necessity for this unlimited operation of tlu; princi])le 
of population diminishes in the pro'p’ess of society, and 
that a period necessarily arrives n hen some powerful 
restraint must he imposed upon the inulitjilication of 
mankind. With tlie introduction of regular goveru- 
incnt, and the estahlishmont of a moderate degree of 
civil liberty, tlie most powerful causes of destruction 
are removed. The improvement of art, and the 
growth of capital, multiplies lo an incredible degree 
the power of .augmenting human subsistence ; Aviiile 
the jirospect of enjoying the fruits of this toil, gradu- 
ally reconciles all ranks to habits of continued indus- 
try. In such circumstances, the extension of the lui- 
inau species rapidly ensues ; and in proiiortion to that 
extension are the means of forther advance which are 
afforded. 
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It has already been shown, that in the first ages 
of the world, and in an infant state of society at 
any period, the want which is most severely felt 
is, that of man to carry on the numerous undertak- 
ings which are everywhere required — to clear forests, 
drain marshes, cultivate plains, construct roads, and 
build cities. I'lie difficulty wliich becomes most 
pressing in its advanced periods, is employnnmt to 
engage, and subsistence to feed, the multitudes who 
are continually brought into tlie world. '’i'he dispro- 
portion between the number of mankind and the ex- 
tent of nature seems prodigious in the infancy of the 
world ; but as their numbers increase, the relation 
clianges. Human labour appears, and is found by ex- 
|)erience to be commensurate to the greatest under- 
takings ; the species seems capable of an unlimited in- 
crease, until at lengtli tlie proportion turns the other 
way ; the ap[)reheiisions of men take a different direc- 
tion, and the earlli, notwithstanding its extent, is 
thought to be inadequate to the possible multiplication 
of tlie sjiccies. 

The important law of nature, already so fully 
consiilercd, wliich renders the labour of one man 
more than adequate to his own support, and, con- 
sequently, gives to any conceivable multiplication of 
the species the means, while there remains land in 
tile woi’ld to cultivate, of providing more food than is 
requisite for their own subsistence, secures in every age 
this first element of comfort to the human race. But 
though subsistence in abundance upon the whole may 
be provided for the human species, it does not follow, 
tliat in particular ^itiiatmn^^ there may not be a diffi- 
culty in getting at it ; the means of yielding it may be 
superabundant in .one quarter, and drawing towards 
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tlieir limits in another ; the demand for labour, whicli 
alone gives to man in civilized life the key to the 
storehouse of nature, may be stationary or declining ; 
and the interests of society may require a limit to be 
jdaced in a particular situation to human increase. 
Such a state of things is more or less tlie* case in all 
old and highly civilized communities, where it is uni- 
versally felt tliat the multiplication of mankind, ac- 
cording to the habits and capacities of earlier times, 
would be iiiQonvenient, and if continued unrestrain- 
ed, iniglit, in tlie end, become calamitous. 

Such an increase of the human species, moreovei-, 
w'oiild be totally inconsistent witli the inteiitioiis of 
Providence in the creation of man, and the obvious 
destiny of his intellectual powers. If all classes were 
to remain occupied m Mi the cuitiv’ation of the soil, 
and to continue iiiieiit only on the preservation of ani- 
nud existence, and tlie jiropagatiou of the species, the 
udiole conveniences of life, the arts which contribute 
to its embellisbinent, tlie acquisitions which exalt its 
cliaraeter and enlarge its enjoyments, the services 
which elevate the soul towards its fuial celestial des- 
tiny, Av ould remain unlviiown. A stranger to the com- 
forts, tlie enjoyments, and tiio Aurtiies of civilized life, 
—destitute of all that diguilies or adonis tlie humau 
character, — man v\ ould continue in his rudest state even 
after a large jiortion of the earth was subjected to his 
culture, and all the innumerable capacities of the hu- 
man soul would remain buried under (he physical 
Avants and animal propensities of liis being. 

But if sucb Avould iiave been the condition of the 
species even wdiile the means of multiplying subsist- 
ence AA^as almost unlimited, and the earth admitted of 
an apparently iiulefinite increase of inlialiitaiits, wbat 
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would be their situation if these means were to become 
exhausted, and the farther inuitiplication of mankind 
were to be prevented, by the impossibility of drawing 
an increase of subsistence from the soil ? Such a con- 
tingency, if not pre vented by moral causes, would be ob- 
viously possible, and that too at no very remote jicriod 
from the creation of the human race, if men, like the 
inferior aniinals, continually and in all ages advanced 
to the utmost limits of subsistence ? A continual pres- 
sure of i)Oj)nlation upon subsistence, an mcreasing* po- 
verty among the weakest part of society, must inevita- 
bly have been the result. The imagination can conceive 
no more terrible occurrence than that of the human 
race reaching the verge of subsistence, with the ha-^ 
bits, the desires, and the occupations of tlie^ earliest 
age of tlie world still prevailing in all ranks of society. 

Nolhiiig can be more olivious, therefore, than that 
the interest of mankind requires tliat the principle of 
population, unrestrained in the first stages of the world, 
to secure the existence and extension of the species, 
should be gradually limited as civilisation and wealth 
advances, and subjected to the control of principles de- 
pendant on the circiunstances in which society is pla- 
ced in its later stages. 

The restraints on population should evidently be 
of a kind calculated to increase as society advances, 
and as government and civilisation assume a more 
settled and jierfect form. It is then that the necessi- 
ty of an unlimited operation of the principle of in- 
crease ceases, because the .dangers which threatened 
the existence of the species at an earlier period are re- 
moved. It is (hen that the operation of restraints on 
the increase of mankind becomes necessary, because a 
rediiudancy of population would defeat the ends of 
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Imniaa existence, and endanger the welfare of the 
greater part of its membei’s. 

These limitations should be of a kind connected with 
tlie demand Jor labour^ and the ineans of obtaining an 
enlarged supply of subsistence for future generations. 

Situated as the great body of mankind find them- 
selves in every civilized society, it is on the demand 
for labour that their present welfare and their ineans 
of rearing a family is mainly dependant. Tliis de- 
niaud, tliereforc, affords an indication whether an in- 
crease in the labouring classes is required, or room af- 
forded for tlieir comfortable support. The restraints 
on population, tlierefore, must be of such a kind as to 
contract or expand according to tlie means which are 
afforded ’of einjdoying and maintaining the poor, and 
they cannot rightly regulate the rate of human in- 
crease, unless lliey vary iiccording to tlie contraction 
or extension of these means. 

Lastlj'% these limitations evidently require to be un/- 
mrnal in their operation^ and founded on some of tlie 
strongest desires and feelinn'S of our nature. As the in- 
stinctive principle they are destined to restrain is uni- 
versal in its operation, and incessant in effects, so the 
limiting principle must be proporlioiiaily general and 
powerful. A check intended to restrain the most ar- 
dent passions of our nature imist be founded on our 
strongest acquired propensities. 

Such a check is provided in the arli/icial ivants 
and habits ofjoresight^ which tiie progress of society 
developes. Strong as the principle of population is, 
experience proves that these restraining princijdes, 
when they are suffered to develope themselves, are 
still stronger. Their influence over the human mind 
in ages of civiUsatioa and refinement becomes iin- 
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bounded. They increase with tlie extension of wealth 
and the diffusion of useful knowledge; they derive 
their best support from the precepts and practice of 
Christianity; they expand with the growth of civil 
liberty ; they flourish in the midst of public felicity. 
The nearer that a state approaches to tlie termination 
assigned by nature to its increase ; — the more that a 
restraint upon the multiplication of its inhabitants is 
required, — the more powerful do these causes of retar- 
dation become. Long before society arj’ives at the 
limit where an increase of its numbers is impossible, 
the progress of jiopulation is checked in the order of 
nature, by tlie habits wdiich tijat very state engenders, 
without privation or suffering having been iinjiosed 
on any of its iiiemhers. 'J'he moving ]>ou ev in this 
mighty change is (he elForts of individiuils for tlieir 
own welfare ; tlie agents l>y wlH(‘[i it acts are the 
desires and u ishes ^vllic]l sjiring up in tlie breasts of 
all classes by tlie progressive olijeets u iueh, as society 
advances, are brougiit to bear on tlnur miiuls ; tlie 
foundatiou on which they rest is public happiness. 

If the cofistilulion of man/’ says an enrineut mo- 
dern writer, were eomjjos^el merely of his active pro- 
pensities, his condition would in a great degree resem- 
ble Unit of the hiw er animals. His Rj:.\sox, howx'ver, 
renders his condition upon the whole essentially dif- 
ferent from theirs. I'Jiey are incapable of looking 
forward lo consequences, or of comparing together the 
dilierent gratifications of which tliey are suscejitihle, 
and accordingly, so far as vve are able to perceive, tliey 
yield to every present impulse. But man is able to 
take a comprebeiisivHi survey of liis various principlc\s 
of action, and to form a plan of coi^luct for the at- 
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tainineiit of his favourite objects. Every such plan 
iiuplies a power of refusing occasionally to particular 
active principles the gratification which they demand, 
from a view to the general welfare of life.”^ 

Another essential distinction between rnnii and the 
lower animals is to be found in tlie change which 
tlie objects of his desire undergo in the progress of 
society. As the condition of the inferior creation 
is always the same, their wants and gratifications re- 
main for evcji’ unchang;ed. In man a different and n 
nobler destination 'may be discerned. Destined as 
lie is advanced in the individual and the species, his 
instinctsare suited to his/>yY>,<frcAvs7C6uuiti^ adapt- 

ed, not to one, but to every situation in w hich he 
can be placed, aiid every exigency to w']ii(*b lie can be 
reduced in coiisecptence of bis pliysical condition. 
Idle difference lietwcen Ibe pursuits and the objects of 
childhood, manhood, and old age in tlie individunJ, 
is not greater tlian bcdweeii the jirevailing olijecls of 
human ambition, and the ruling priiicijiles of Iniinan 
conduct, ill the different stages ol’ society, or in the 
different a ras of the world. 

A third distiiictiou between man and tl:e iiderior 
branches of creation aiffses from the s^radalion of 
rauLs^ and the iiuMpialities in the condition of liff', 
which take tlieir rise from tlie first ajipejirance of Iiis 
species upon the earth. As this gradation is univer- 
sal, and as the progress of society, instciul of dimiuisli- 
iug, tends rather to increase tlie inequalities in tlie 
condition of mankind, it may safely be conclude <l 
that it is intended to answer some important pur- 
poses in the economy of nature. It has given, ac- 
cordingly, to the human raiiid the means of gaining 

?)ngst1<.l Stowruf s Elements, p. 87. 
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its greatest acliievenients ; and by conferring on some 
tlie wealth to encourage, and on others the leisure to 
cultivate their intellectual powers, has produced all 
the refinements of art, anil ail the blessings of know- 
ledge among niarikind. 

As these‘three peculiarities in the condition of the 
human species constitute the essential distinction be- 
tween man and llie inferior animals, and continue 
permanently to marie his race, in every period of 
its prog’ress, so it is Irom them tiiat the linntations 
to the princi])le of increase lake their rise. 

I. The progressive developement o\' hunntn 7'eamn 
is one of the hrst sources from which liie restraints 
upon the |)rincij)le of population arise. It has been 
already noticed, lliat, in the savage state, inaiikind, 
like tlie inferior animals, are almost entirely govern- 
ed by their inMindlre desires, /is. tlie passion of 
sex is one of tlie strongest of tliese instincts, it neces- 
sarily operates at that ]>eriod \vith resistless force* 
Mankind there yield universally to the gratirication 
of their desires without ever regarding tlie coiKse- 
quences, and become the iiarents of chihlreii, without 
the sliglitest consideration of the means wliereby they 
are to be maintained. 

Nor is this propensity to early marriage in the in- 
fancy of society either so burdensome to the individual 
or so hazardous to the weltare of the offspring as it 
becomes in later times. Placed at a distance from 
each other in wild and uninhabited districts, each 
little horde of men must dejKUid on its own exertions 
for the support of life. The means of storing up sub- 
sistence in a durable form being totally unknown, and 
the human species being literally dependant on their 
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continued exertions for their daily bread, the multipli- 
cation of mankind, so far' from being a byi’den, is an 
advantage. The assistance of a wife is indispensable to 
the management of the family, the care of the house, 
and the cooking of victuals : the aid of children be- 
comes of the last imjmrtance in the defence of the 
tribe, the care of its herds, or the cultivation of its 
fields. Hence the numerous allusions in ancient Scrip- 
ture to the blessing and assistance of children, and 
hence the remarkable feeling' so nnivei'sul over the 
east, that the greatest of all misfortunes is to die witb- 
ouv an offspring.''^ And truly if the lie^less situation 
of the aged in rude or barliarous times js considered, 
when their streng;t!) has forsaken them, and no means 
of earniiig th.eir livelihood rtuiaiu, it must be admit- 
ted that few prospects than tliat of dying childless 
could be more alanniiig. Lord Bacon lias said that 
children in civilized times multiply the cares of life, 
but diminish the terrors of death : in ruder ages it 
may safely be ahirmed. Hint they aid the*vigour of 
youth, and support the weakness of age. 

The developement and cultivation of Reason is the 
first cause of the voiuntary*restraiiitt5 which men 
impose upon tlie increase of their number. The ha- 
bit of early marriages, indisiiensable to the progress 
of the race in the first ages of the world, gradually 
becomes unnecessary, and at last bm'densome. ^Vhere 
civilisation has taken a lasting root, the individual finds 
himself protected by the society in which he is placed. 
The necessity for an earl^'^ marriage to form a little 
circle round himself is less strongly felt. The burden 
of an offspring increases with the increase in the wants 
and desires of civilized life, and with the multiplica- 

• * Mill’s India, i. .3S1. 
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lion of thOwSe who are seeking a livelihood around hiin* 
Imprudent marriages tire everywhere seen to be the 
source of much suffering, and frequently to involve 
the parents in irretrievable ruin. 

Thti cultivation of the human mind, and the habit 
of restraiviing its passions, which the establishment 
of government and of good order produce, both enable 
men to perceive the consequences of imprudent con- 
duct, and to withstand, from a regaixl to the future, 
the propensities which might in the endJie disastrous. 
It is the peculiar prerogative of man, as Mr Stewart 
lias well observed, to form the idea of liajipiness upon 
the whofe^ arid to deny to a particular CiClive propen- 
sity the gratification it demands from a view to tlie 
ultimate welfare of life* The exercise of tins scif-de- 
nial is not to be expected, however, unless some olrject 
exists for wiiich it is to be incurred ; and it is in vain 
to exj)ect that these princij)les will operate generally, 
unless those faculties which distinguish man from the 
lower animals have l)een fully developed. 

It is in tliis view^ that the instruction of mankind 
becomes so impoitanl an element in the formation oi: 
public hn |)])mcss. Ecfncat ion un folds the ratioiial 
facilities of tlic mind, niul fils men to coiileiid witli 
their active propensities ; it enaliies them to sur- 
vey the w orld in w Inch they are placed, and to re- 
gulate their own conduct by the examples of liappi- 
ness or misery which they see around tliem. These 
are precisely tlie habits and the views which are des- 
tined by nature to regulate the operation of the prin- 
ciple of increase ; their develoiienient, therefore, is 
materially aided by the acquisition of that cliaracter 
which general information is fitted to bestow. 

The diffusion of instruction has, a tendency to 
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restrain the operation of the principle of increase, 
both by the habits of prudence and economy which it 
])roihices, and by the means of individual elevation 
wliich it atibrds. The habits of moral restraint, and 
the desire to form the marriage union, where it can 
be done without ‘imprudence, has a tendcifcy to pro- 
duce such exertions as may make some provision for 
the future family. The savings of preceding years 
are carefully jireserved ; the young man becomes in- 
dustrious and*cconomical, that lie may have some little 
stock to establish himself in life.* Habits are thus 
acquired which are of inestimable importance, not only 
to tlie individual, but to the state of which he is a 
member ; and which, by descending from father to 
son, beipieath to future ages the most invaluable of 
all inlieritances, that of an active, frugal, and indus- 
trious peasantry. 

The means of elevation, wliich information opens 
to the more highly gifted and aspiring among 
the lower orders, are not less instrnmental in limit- 
ing the prineijile of population. The strongest de- 
sire in the human mind in civiliKed life is that of 
beUer 'mg one’s condition ; of rising, by prudence or 
exertion, above the situation in which the individual 
was born. Some degree of mental cultivation is indis- 
pensable towards the developement of this desire ; 
both because it unfolds the advantages of successful 
industry, and the objects of ambition to which it leads, 
and furnishes tlie means of raising the aspirant above 
his original sphere in life.^ The diflusion of informa- 
tion, therefore, tends not only to foster the habits re- 
quisite for the progressive limitation of the principle 


* Dewar's Ireland, p. 
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of increase, but awakens the desires which hold out 
the strongest inducement to their acquisition. 

The examples of individuals who succeed in elevat- 
ing themselves above their original situation may, in- 
deed, be few, but the influence of these examples extends 
over a inttch wider circle. Like the military honours 
bestowed by a successful conqueror, they excite the 
ambition and influence the conduct of thousands who 
are never destined to receive such distinction. Few 
may be so successful as totally to cliauge their for- 
tunes b}'’ sucli exertions ; but all see the immediate 
prospect of improving their condition by submitting to 
them. Lvery man, how humble soever his situation, 
if his intellect has received an)' cultivation, has some 
object of desire which is almost within his rhach, and 
which a slight exertion enables him to attain ; some 
wisli to gratify, some indulgence to obtain, some ac- 
quisition to make. Tlie habit of submitting to present 
privation, in order to enjoy these objects, does not 
expire with their acquisition ; but continues to in- 
fluence the conduct of life, and is perpetiuited by the 
succession of new desires or of higher olijects of am- 
bition, whicll S|)ring up with the success of former 
"exertion. The formation of these habits, and the jire- 
valence of these desires, is the best security against 
the miseries of a redundant jiopulation, by accustoming 
the lower orders to those liabits of S3’’stematic industry, 
and that power of provi<leut control, which prevents 
its existence. 

The necessity' for the instruction of the lower or- 
ders is felt ranch inoi’e strongly in the advanced than 
in the early periods of society. The condition of man 
in the jiastoral or agricultural state imprints upon his 
mind a natural education, which c/impensates in a 
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great degree for the want of that which is acquired* 
From the variety of occupations in which they are en- 
gaged, the difficulties with which they have to struggle, 
the early thought which they are conipelled to exert, 
the solitude in which their lives are spent, and the 
magnificence of nature by which they are surrounded, 
the character of man in those situations acquires a de- 
gree of elevation and firmness almost unknown in ci- 
vilized life. The division of labour, the extension of 
cities, and the establishment of manutactures, are in 
general productiv^e of degradation to tlie liabits of 
the labouring classes. 'Jlie ineclianic or the weaver, 
whose life is siient in one unvarying employment for 
which little skill and no tliought are requisite, whose 
wants drc supplied in tlie neighbourhood of his dwel- 
ling, and whose ideas are circumscribcMl by a few ob- 
jects, amidst wliicli he is jjlaced, ra]>idiy sinks into a 
state of mental deg)*aaation, from which tlie most 
ruinous consequences to liimself and to society may be 
anticipated. Intoxication or licentious indulgence be- 
comes his only enjoyment ; Iiuinan depravity sur- 
rounds liim on every side ; the sense of shame is ol)li- 
terated in the multitudes by whom criminal actions 
are perpetrated. In no stage of society is (he want of 
education so strongly felt, not merely to elevate tlie 
human mind, but to prevent it from sinking under tire 
influence of the corrujited atmosphere witli wliich it is 
suiTOUiided. If the situation of a w eaver in the midst 
of a great city, be comparert w ith that of an Arab in 
the desert, or the American Indian in the forest, the 
truth of these observatioiis will be very apparent. 

It is important, however, that the real elfects of 
edueation \ipon the lower oi-ders should be understood, 
and that visional’)' consequences should not be antici- 
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pated from the adoption of a system which is so ar- 
dently pursued by the humane and philanthropic in 
this country. Great as its elfects are, they reach only 
a limited ?mmber of the working-classes, and cannot be 
comi^ared witli tlie influence of artificial wants upon 
tlie great* body of mankind. Few, comparatively 
speaking, of the poor can ever be brought to appreciate 
the enjo3oiients of knowledge, but there are hardly any 
who do not feel the advantages of comlort if it is once 
placed within tludr reach : many will nc>glect the dis- 
coveries of Newton, but !iar<ll\’ anj^ are insensible to 
tlie mbt'anlages of svibstantird clothing or tlie enjoy- 
ment of a pientiiul rej)ast. It must always be recol- 
lected tlfat the minds of tJie lower orders are original- 
ly llie same as the liigher : we must not ex])ect a sys- 
tem to o]}eraie H/iirermllf/ upon them which is only 
partial in its elTecls ujion their su}>eriors. How many 
of the liigher orders are permanent ly infhumced by tlie 
enjoyments of lilei'ature, or would be found willing to 
make any sacrifices in the vigour of life for its acqui- 
sition ? How many ev'en in the learned professions, 
where a eej’taiii deg;ree of knowledge is indispensable, 
make study a. haliit, or jirove l)y their conduct that it 
is one of their greatest sources of happiness ? If any 
man has found a lifth of his acquaintances in any rank 
or condition of life, to whom these enjojnnents were 
Iiabitualjie may consider liimself singularly fortunate. 

In truth, the po^^cr of intellectual exertion, and the 
coMCOinitant cajjacity for intellectual gratification, is li- 
mited to a small part of mankind, and never was in- 
tended by nature for universal diffusion, llie varie- 
ties in the surface of the globe, and in tlie productions 
of the soil in different climates, is not greater than in 
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mental character. As the greatest portion of the 
world was destined for human habitations and the 
production of human subsistence, so it is level and 
adapted for these purposes. In like manner, as the 
great body of the people are destined by the condition 
of man to a life of labour and physical e.xertiori, so 
their happiness is centered in physical enjoyment. And 
it is fortunate for them and for society that such is the 
constitution of their nature. If the whole of the labour- 
ing classes were to be really imbued with the love of 
study, and filled with the information which it [iro- 
duces, it would be ruinous to their happiness and their 
usefulness in the world. Continual dissatisfaction with 
their condition in life increasing, longing after plea- 
sures aud a mode of life which they could never attain, 
and ultimate disqualification for the discharge of their 
humble duties, Avould necessarily result from such a 
change. The common observation, that those among 
the lower oi’ders whose taste is highly cultivated, or 
who distinguish themselves by their mental powers, 
often prove unfortunate in life, or fall into habits of 
intoxication and idleness, shews liow generally these 
elfects have followed from such acijuisitions. 

Nature has not destined all soils to produce the 
same fruits, but made the variety of situation and of 
climate the means of the interchange of difl'eront pro- 
ductions, and of cementing the union of mankind by 
the strong bond of mutual advantage. In like man- 
ner, she has not fitted all minds to achieve the 
same objects, or derive their enjoyments from the 
same pursuits, but made the capacity for happi- 
ness as varied as the employments of men, and as 
universal as the race itself. It is this variety in the 
voi.. I. 
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minds of men which combines equality in the happi- 
ness of each individual, w'ith diversity in the spheres 
which they fill in life, and draws the bonds of society 
together from the mutual dependence of its members 
on each other. To expect the, taste for scientific or li- 
terary enjoyment ever to be universally diffused 
among mankind, is as visionary as to expect the olive 
and the vine to flourish universally over the globe. 
If such a .state of things arose, tvho wmtild be the 
hewers of wood and drawers of w'ater, that is, who 
would discharge the duties of nine-tenths of the hu- 
man race ? We may admire the talent wliich Lord 
Brougham has displayed in unfolding the enjoyments 
of scientific pursuits, but it is hopeless to expect that 
the due appreciation of the merit of his W'ork U’ill ever 
be diffused over a much more extensive .sphere than 
the talent wdiich created it. 

While tliis consideration may serve to explain the 
melancholy fact, that the extension of education has, 
in situations where it is naturally engendered, had no 
effect in diminishing the prevalence of crime; and that 
those w'ho have enjoyed its benefitSiare not only not less 
prone to depravity than their uuinstructed neighbours, 
but perhaps more so ; it not only affords no reason for 
abating in the exertions made for securing this bene- 
fit to the poor, but removes one of the arguments 
usually urged against its adoption.* If the class fit- 
ted by nature to acquire habits of study is a small 
part only of society, the depravity of the other classes 
furnishes no reason for withholding it from those to 
whom it may prove a benefit : because great part of 

* Vide infra XI. where the effect of Education on Crime is fulJ y di.s- 
cvisssod. 
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the seed is choked by briars, or perishes on the sand, 
it does not follow that it should not be scattered in 
the hope of part taking root on good soil. It is of 
immense importance to themselves that a part, how- 
ever small, of the lower orders sliould be ti’ained to 
habits of foresight and industry, for it is 'impossible 
to foresee how far the beneficial influence of such ex- 
amples may extend : and it is of the last moment to 
the fortunes of the state, that the talent and energy 
which is scattered over the multitudes in the lower 
walks of life, should be brought to bear on the public 
welfare. From the great superiority of the lower or- 
ders to the higher in point of numbers, a much greater 
quantity of talent is to be found among them than 
among their superiors. It is in the extrication and 
developenicnt of this talent, that the vast .superiority 
of free over despotic states consists. No decay in 
energy or national ability is to be apprehended when 
it is sought for sufficiently deep among the numbers 
of mankind, and general corruption has not oversiiread 
the great bodj'^ of the })eople. 

In weighing the comparative benefits and dangers 
of general education, we must beware* of being led 
astray by the inconveniences and evils with .which it 
may be felt to be attended at a particular period or 
crisis of difficulty ; and even then attend to the coun- 
tervailing antidotes which it has brought into action 
on the other side. ' In moments of irritation, periods 
of political transition, or under the pressure of suffer- 
ing, the iiower of reading may augment the violence 
of faction, and favour the .Spread of sedition : but these 
moments are transitory, and if their physical wants 
are gratified, the attention of the lower orders will, 
ere long, be again absorbed in their individual pur- 
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suits.* Nor is tlie evil H'ithout its antidote, even in 
such peculiar circumstances. If the turbulence of the 
lower orders is augmented by the spread oi informa- 
tion, the vigour, the energy, and the power of the 
higher is augmented in a much greater proportion. 
Nowhere is sedition so little to be apprehended as in 
free and enlightened states. While the privileged 
ranks in France, where ignorance universally pre- 
vailed at the breaking out of the Revolution, fled be- 
fore its terrors, and abandoned their country to the 
ravages of a small and atrocious faction, the middling- 
classes in England, among whom information was 
universally ditfiised, united, on a similar crisis, with 
their superiors in the defence of order, and presented 
a compact front, impenetrable alike to foreign enemies 
and domestic treason. 

Lastly, although the taste to enjoy, and the capa- 
city to understand, scientijic infoi-mation may be li- 
mited to a small portion of the people, tlie desire for 
RKl.iCrious INSTRUCTION is universal, and so power- 
ful in its attractions as to rival, and often subdue, even 
in a large proportion of mankind, the enjoyments of 
sense. Whafever may be thought as to the practica- 
bility of^making those who are doomed to a life of in- 
cessant labour abandon the solace of an exhausted 
frame, for the sober enjoyments of study, experience 
proves, that the interest of religious information is ca- 
pable of afiecting the most degraded classes, and aw’ak- 
ening a sense- of moral duty even in the humblest sta- 
tions. In the poorest cottages of Scotland, in the so- 
litude of the Highland valleys, and in the gloom of the 
Lanarkshire mines, the Bible is almost alwmys to be 

• <'umi)ixri» Britain in J819 and 1824; or in IS.T^ and ISiJO. 
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found, and the poor inhabitant, to whom the chief en- 
joyments of existence are iinknowri, finds, in the pro- 
mises of religion, enough to gild his unambitious life. 
The Divine precept, which commanded tlie fathers of 
Christianity to preach the Gospel to the poor, has 
found its counterpart in the human heart ; and in 
every people, and in every climate, the desire for re- 
ligious instruction is found to be one of the strongest 
and most universal feelings of our nature. It is be- 
cause education extends the means of gratifying this 
universal wish, tliat it becomes so important an ele- 
ment in the social system : borne on the wings of 
religion, it spreads as far as the welfare of the soul 
can interest the Immau species. In vain did the 
genial; of antiquity seek to spread information through 
an extended class in society ; in vain will the delu- 
sion of modern times endeavour to se])ax’ate useful 
knowledge from religious precept : the cravings of 
Inimanity will never be satisfied with such a neglect 
of the first desires of our nature, and if it continues, so- 
cial evil will never fail to bring about its punishment. 
The knowledge of antiquity extended only to a limited 
class of the state, because it related is objects which, 
generally speaking, interest the higher orders alone : 
the education of iriodern times lias sjiread through all 
classes of society, because it conveys instruction on the 
spiritual concerns of our nature, and relates to subjects 
interesting alike to the rich and the poor. In the diffu- 
sion of general information, therefore, in modern times, 
we discern another blessing communicated to mankind 
by the introduction of Christianity, and in its adap- 
tation to the interests of society, and the developernent 
of the limitations to xiopulation in its advanced stages, 
another jiroof of its Divine origin. 
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Notwithstanding the superiority of his reason, man 
is rieariy as much governed in his most essential par- 
ticulars by the effects of instinct as the lower animals. 
All the essential interests of our being, whether in the 
individual or in society, are provided for by the in- 
herent principles which prompt the individual to a 
certain conduct, without his being aware of the ulti- 
mate consequences of his actions. The developernent 
of the limitations to population affoi’ds a striking 
example of this truth. Any attempt to. coerce the 
multiplication of mankind by considerations drawn 
from the ultimate danger to be apprehended* from a 
redundancy in the numbers of the species, or by the 
authority of the magistrate, would be utterly ineffec- 
tual. But that momentous change, which neither the 
wisdom, nor tlie power of man could eflect, is silently 
brought about by the hand of Nature. The agents 
she employs are the successive desires and habits which 
spring up in the human mind vvith the revolution of 
time : the moving powder is the efforts of individuals 
for their own advancement. Thus the interest of 
every member of society is inseparably connected with 
that of the connminity to which he belongs, and while 
lie is actuated only by a desire to promote his own ad« 
vantage, while he thinks of nothing but his own gra- 
tification, he is led by an invisible hand to do that 
which is most consonant to the condition of his race 
around him, and best adapted to secure its welfare in 
future times. 

II. The next circumstance whicli leads to the limi- 
tation of the principle of increase, is the extension of 
artificial wants among the people. 

As the principle of population is an instinctive de- 
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sire, which operates before reason is developed, or fore- 
sight has commenced, so it is by the growth of desires 
inconsistent with its early gratification that its im- 
pulse can alone be restrained. These counteracting 
desires aixMieither felt nor reipiired in the first stages 
of society. They become indispensable to the welfare 
of the species, however, as its numbers extend, and 
they are developed accordingly by the same causes 
which call for their operation. 

The division of labour, and the separation of ein- 
jdoyments, is the first circumstance which opens the 
germ of those ac quired ivants which afterwards jios- 
scss such an unlimited svv'ay over tiie human mind. 
'J'hc division of occupations enaliles the labourer in 
every efepartment to raise a greater quantity of pro- 
duce than he could hav'e done when his attention tvas 
distracted hy^ variety of pursuits. lie finds that the 
fruits of his labour exceed his annual consumption, 
and a little stock tlius accuimdatcs on his hands, avail- 
able either to jiresent enjoyment or future ambition. 
The labours of his neighbours in the mechanical or 
useful arts ofi'er an agreeable subject of e.Kchangc for 
his surplus produce, and the interest of both is jiro- 
moted by making the transfer. The acquisition of 
one comfort, or the indulgence of one gratification, 
not only x’enders its enjoyment necessary, hut ex- 
cites the desire for another. No sooner is this addi- 
tional comfortattained and become habitual, than a new 
object of desire begins to be felt. To the succession 
of such objects there is no end. From the time that 
mankind first pass the boundary of actual necessity, 
and begin to feel the force of acquired wants, they 
have entered on a field to which imagination itself can 
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affix no limits. The highest objects of luxury in 
one age become comforts to the one which succeeds 
it, and are considered as absolute necessaries in the 
lapse of a few generations’. The houses which are 
now inhabited by the lowest of the populate wei’e the 
af)odcs of Kank and 0))ulence three centuries ago ; the 
flooi’s strewed with rushes, which were the mark of 
dignity under the Plantagenet princes, would now be 
rejected even by tiie inmates of workhouses; and the 
vegetables which were known only to .the court of 
Queen Elizabetii are now to be seen in the garden of 
every English labourer.* • 

Eacli succeeding generation is bred iip in the ha- 
bits of indulgence to which the preceding one only 
attained by the result of many years of successful 
exertion. The parent who has raised himself from 
the middling to the liigher ranks of or from the 
lower to the middling by a laborious industry, com- 
municates to his children the habits and the wants to 
which he latterly succeeded. The gratifications which 
were considered as the highest objects of ambition, or 
the last step of luxury during the best years of his 
life, are regarded as mere necessaries by his poste- 
rity. "i’o descend to the mode of life to which he 
cheei’fully submitted for so long a j)eriod, would be to 
them an insui)portable degradation. They in their 
turn fix their aflections upon still higher gi’atifications, 
which are seen and envied from the elevated ground 
from which they commence their career ; and if they 

are fortunate enough to attain these objects of ambi- 

• 

* Sallad WHS brought from Flanders h)r Queen Elizabeth’s table, 
und potatoes were considered as valuable as pine-apples; watches and 
mIIv stockings were the luxury of the Court alone, — Hume's l£ngland, 

V - Appentlix, iii. 
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tion, they find other desires constantly springing up, 
and long after still farther gratifications, as far remov- 
ed from their reach, as those which first excited their 
youthful imagination. The incessant desire of every 
succeeding generation becomes to preserve the advan- 
tages which their predecessors had gained, land to raise 
itself above the level to which it was destined by its 
birth ; and a fall from tluise advantages is felt as the 
severest penalty of imprudence or guilt. 

As no boundary can be affixed to the extension of 
human comfort, or the increase of human convenience, 
so there’ is no limit to the descent of these acquired 
advantages, through the innumerable ranks of society. 
In this respect, the change which takes place in the 
progress of opulence, in the manners of the great, has 
a most important effect on the liabits of the whole 
body of the .people. In feudal or barbarous ages, 
when the splendour of the nobility is displayed only 
in the multitude of their I’etainers, the strength of 
their castles, or the rude hospitality by which they 
are distinguished, no attempt at emulation can take 
place among their inferiors. The tine wliich .separates 
the privileged orders from the labouring classes is at 
once perceived to be impassable. The peasants in 
the country, or the burghers in the towns, have nei- 
ther the means nor the inclination to imitate tlieir 
superiors. Any such attempt would only exjiose 
them to the violence of their landlords, or the con- 
tempt of their neighbours. In such a state of society, 
accordingly, the habits of the lower orders of necessity 
remain stationary. During the prevalence of the 
feudal system in Europe, the manneis of the labour- 
ing classes underwent hardly any alteration ; and in 
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the east, where aristocratic violence has subsisted from 
the earliest ages, their habits and mode of life differ 
in no respect from what they were in the days of 
Cyrus or Alexander. 

It is difficult to estimate, therefore, the importance 
of that cbtinge in society which, by spreading habits 
of refined enjoyment amongthe landed proprietors, not 
only prevents their wealth from being absorbed in the 
maintenance of military power, and consequently em- 
ployed only in achieving dt^eds of violence, but turns 
it into a channel, where it at once encourages the in- 
dustry of their inferiors, and furnishes an example of 
comfort which is not beyond their reach. Every ad- 
dition which is made to the luxuries of the great be- 
comes in the end an addition of comfort to the poor. 
When the revenue of a princely estate, instead of 
being employed in the maintenance of idle retainers, 
as in the days of feudal anarchy, is spent in the gra- 
tification of acquired desires, or in the erection of 
sjdendid edifices, the nobleman has descended into an 
arena, where he is liable to be rivalled, if not outdone, 
by the labouring classes of society. The wealth of 
the merchant W the manufacturer may shortly eclipse 
the splendours even of hereditary greatness, and the 
embarrassed descendant of the greatest families may 
be glad to receive the pecuniary support, or even 
court the alliance, of those who are sprung from the 
tenants who tilled their lands. 'J'he effects of this 
emulation are not confined to the richest and most 
opulent of the industrious classes. Their example 
operates with no less force upon the class immediately 
beneath themselves, who are not only stimulated to 
exertion by the prosjject of successful industry, but 
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seized with the desire of enjoying the comforts which 
they perceive coining within their reach. The effect 
of this descent of artificial wants through the diffe- 
rent ranks of society is universal. Every class forms 
its habits upon that immediately above itself, and 
speedily adopts any change which appears iirevalent 
among its superiors, until the connection becomes 
unbroken, and the addition of a link to the chain in 
the hands of the prince raises it perceptibly in those 
of the peasant, 

Tlie extension of artificial wants among the inha- 
bitants of towns is of course more inunediate than what 
takes place in the country, in consequence of the close 
proximity of the higher and the lower orders, and the 
rapid progress of improvements, where luxury, inven- 
tion, talent, and opulence arc brought together. It 
is by the intluence of the landeil proprietors, and the 
effect of their example, that it is alone possible to 
spread these desires among the peasantry of the coun- 
try. And it is here that the important effects both 
of the division of landed property among a great va- 
riety of possessors, and of the I’esideuce of such pro- 
prietors among their tenantry, become most conspi- 
cuous. Wliere great districts of country, as in Spain 
and Scotland, are engrossed by one jiroprietor, the 
influence of his exainjile upon the inhabitants of bis 
estate can hardly be felt. Whether he resides on his 
property or in the metropolis, which in all probability 
will attract him to its walls, he is equally unknown 
to the great body of Ins tenantry. Unless circum- 
stances, as in the last of the&e countries, are favourable 
to the formation of an opulent class of tenantry, the 
people on such great estates have no means of beconi- 
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ing acquainted with the conveniences or comforts of 
life. The growth of artificial wants is prevented by 
the absence of any examples to show their advantage, 
or excite the desire of possessing them. It is by the 
establishment of a numerous and resident body of 
landed proprietors that the great evil is prevented of 
the labouring classes sinking into degradation, and 
remaining contented with the support of animal life, 
while their superiors are advancing in the refinements 
of opulence. When the land is divided. among a great 
number of propx’ietors of different degrees of fortune, 
but all residing among their ijcople, each mansion- 
house becomes the centre of a little circle, the indivi- 
duals of which, from pei’ceiving the advantages of 
artificial comfort, become possessed by the ‘ desire of 
enjoying it, and gradually adopt such improvements 
as appear within their reach. It is from these foun- 
tains that the stream of artificial wants is spread over 
the countiy, and W'itli them the invaluable liabits and 
desires to which they give rise. 

If every thing else were w’anting, this consideration 
would alone be sufficient to refute the pai'adox, recently 
and confideiftly advanced by a distinguished writer, * 
that Ireland is not materially injured by the non-re- 
sidence of her landed projxrietors. It may no doubt 
be true that the encouragement to the labour of the 
world is as great whether the produce of individual 
industry is consumed at the metropolis*of the empire, 
or dissipated in rustic profusion at the mansion of 
his landlord ; but the effects are very different upon 
the habits wdiich that cultivator acquires in return. 
It is not merely by the absolute amount of the price 


’ Mr M'Culloch. 
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paid for the produce of distant countries that the 
moral effect upon the mind of the cultivator is to be 
measured ; much depends also upon the example 
which is placed before his eyes of this employment of 
wealth, and upon tlie habits of life which he is led to 
form from the observation of that pursued 'by his su- 
periors. If he never sees his landlord, and lives con- 
stantly among people as poor as liimself, he never can 
acquire artificial wants, or be induced to deviate from 
the rude and indigent habits of his forefathers. The 
Polish cultivators may be encouraged as much as the 
English by the consumption of Lomlon ; but who can 
doubt that the habits of the latter are materially af- 
fected by the residence of their landlords among them- 
.selves, and that to their example, continued for so 
many centuries, is chiefly to be ascribed the high 
standard of comfort which forms at once the charac- 
teristic and the protection of the English peasantry. 
There is no greater evil to the lower orders of a coun- 
try than to have the wealth which is the fruit of their 
labour spent at a distance from themselves, because 
in that case they have no opjiortunity of acquiring 
either the habits of industry, or the ideas of comfort 
which are essential to their well-being, and population 
is furnished with the means of increase, ivhile no scojie 
for the developement of its limitations is afforded. 

This great and important change which ensues, in 
the progress of society, in the habits and desires of all 
its members, is the principal counterpoise which 
Nature has provided to the principle of population. 
The indulgence of artificial wants is incompatible 
with a rapid increase of the human species. If the 
labourer finds him.self burdened early in life with a 
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wife and children, he must forego many enjoyments, 
which otherwise would be within his reach. When ha- 
bit has rendered these enjoyments essential to his com- 
fort, the want of them is felt as an excessive depriva- 
tion. The actual pangs of indigence are not so se- 
verely felfc in savage life, as the want of artificial en- 
joyments by those who have been accustomed to the 
luxuries of civilized society. To descend to the ha- 
bits of the lower orders, after having been accustomed 
to those of a sujicrior class, is considered as the 
greatest misfortune wdiich can befal an individual. It 
is the great object of life, in all ranks, to avoid this 
calamity : to I’ise to the enjoyments of a higher 
sphere, not sink to the difficulties of an inferior. The 
slightest observation of human affairs is sufficient to 
demonstrate, even to the most unthinking, that an im- 
prudent marriage is the most effectual method of in- 
curring the evils, and preventing the acquisition of 
these advantages. The melancholy instances of loss 
of station, and deprivation of enjoyment in consequence 
of such a thoughtless step in the outset of life, 
which must come under every one’s observation, are 
sufficient to fbrce the perception of this truth even on 
the most inconsiderate. Strong as the principle of 
population is, experience proves that these prudential 
considerations, when suffered to develope themselves, 
are still stronger, and are perfectly sufficient to re- 
strain the rate of human increase, according to the 
circumstances in which the species is placed. 

To be convinced of the truth of this observation it 
is only necessary to considet the situation of the higher 
classes of society, and the principles which de.termine 
the increase of their numbers. That they are placed 
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above the level of actual want, and that no .imprudence 
in contracting early marriages could reduce them to a 
situation where they might want the necessaries of life, 
is in general sufficiently evident. Yet population ad- 
vances with exceedingly slowsteps among these classes; 
andso far from sending forth multitudes to compete with 
the inferior orders in their departdients, they are unable 
to maintain their own numbers, and requii'e continual 
accessions from the middling classes of society. The 
common observation, that the nobility of every coun- 
try are on the decline, and would speedily become ex- 
tinct, if not recruited by new creations from the sove- 
reign, shows how universally the truth of this obser- 
vation has been experienced. Marriag<‘s in that rank 
are contracted with extreme circumspection, and sel- 
dom before one of the pai’tics at least has attained the 
middle of life. The universal complaint of the exces-. 
sive difficulty of getting young women established in 
life in the higher ranks of society, ])roves how gene- 
rally the preventive check pi*evails in those elevated 
spheres. In no class of society is the rate of increase 
so slow^ as in that which is farthest removed from ac- 
tual want. Whatever may be the rapidity with which 
population is advancing in some parts of the British 
empire, in the class w’hich composes the Houses of 
Peers and Commons, it is stationary, if not declining. 

The same principle influences the rate of increase 
in the middling ranks of society. The desire of rising 
in the world, and extending the sphere of their enjoy- 
ments, is equally felt in that station of life. So strongly 
in consequence does the principle of moral restraint 
operate, that their numbers, as well as those of their 
superiors, increase very slowly or remain stationary : 
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axid It is from^ continiial infliix of person fzOtn an 
inferior class in society that the growth of that import- 
ant body is secured. Eveiy person must have perceiv- 
ed the truth of this in his own observation. It is the 
continual pressure below which occasions the 
excessive competition in every profession and business 
of life. Ask the ph/sician, the iawyer, the tradesman, 
or the merchant, to what cause the difficulty which 
they experience in making their way in the world is 
to be ascribed, and they will all answer.that it is the 
influx of persons into their professions from an infe- 
rior rank which ci’eates the competition. If their 
numbers were-to .be recruited only from the descend- 
ants of their own clone in society, comparatively little 
difficulty would be experienced. It is the constant wish 
of such classes, by positive or prohibitory regulations, 
to secure themselves from the effects of a competition 
M'hich is felt to be so distressing. A vain attempt, to 
expect by human institutions to prevent tlie operation 
of the most important Jaw which Nature ‘has provided 
for the regulation of the numbers of mankind ! 

It is a most important and luminous fact on the 
subject of population, tliat in every well-regulated so- 
ciety the rate of increase is slowest in the most opu- 
lent classes ; barely perceptible in the middling ranks ; 
and rapid only in those situations where comfort and 
the influence of artificial wants are unknown. By a 
singxilar anomaly, the rapidity of increase is in the in- 
verse I'atio of the means which are afforded of main- 
taining a family in comfort and independence : it is 
greatest when these means are the least, and least 
when they are the greatest. 

If, therefore, it were possible to communicate to the 
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labouring classes the habits and views of their supe- 
riors, population would be always and eflectually 
restrained within the limits which the state of so- 
ciety requires. The efforts of every individual for 
his own advancernelil, would lead him to adopt the 
course called for, by the means which existed of rear- 
ing a family. Particular families, no doubt, might be 
ruined by imprudence or misfortune ; but^the fieople 
upon the whole would be in comfortable circumstan- 
ces. The course prescribed to individuals by their 
own interest would restrain the rate of increase witli- 
in the actual demand for labour : and the iiiiinbers of 
^ihe people, liovv^ great soever, would always be some- 
wljat less thaircouhl be maintained in comfort. 

It is iinpossilde to give a whole people the habits of 
pi'iidence and tlie artificial u^ants of the higlier ranks ; 
l.mt it is possible to make them descend so for as to 
influence the conduct of the majority of their membei'’s, 
and decidedly to regulate the progress of populatiom 
The slightest observation of mankind in different parts 
of the world is sulTicient to demonstrate this. Hol- 
land and Flanders have long been remarkable for the 
density of their population, wliich c^xceeds that of any 
otlier part of Europe ; yet nowhere does more com- 
fort or opulence prevail among the people. The small 
cantons of Switzerland, and the Pays de Valid, are 
more thickly peopled than any part of tlie known 
World ; yet iiowliere is the condition of tlie peasantry 
so comfortable, or moral restraint so universally dif- 
fused through the lower orders.^' Notwitlistauding 
flic severe vicissitudes in thd employment of the ma- 

* Seo below, Chapter VII., where tlie condition of the peoph^ in 
these countries is fully considered. 
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nufacturing classes which recent events have produced 
in England, the only redundance which is there felt 
arises from the inundation of the Irish poor, and if 
they could be removed, the condition of tlie people in 
all Jparts of the island would he comiiaratively coin-^ 
fortable. • The investigations of the Emigrant Com- 
mittee, in 1827, of the House of Commons, demon- 
strate that no tendency to over increase exists among 
the native poor of this countr}'- ; and while they have 
rccoiumended the adoption of emigra.tion on a large 
scale, as the only means of I’elieving tlie surplus popu- 
lation of Ireland, where the wages of labour have 
been depressed to the lowest point consistent witli the 
pi*eservation of life ; they have stated, as the result of 
their inquiries, that no .simitar mcaisure is called for 
in Scotland, where the funds for the maintenance of 
labour are so much more abundant.^'" 

'These examples demonstrate how widely we should 
err if we were to conclude that population uniformly 
advances with the extension of the means of subsist- 
ence, and that like water it necessarily fills up rapid- 
ly and certainly every vacuum or outlet wliich is pre- 
sented. If men were governed by no desire hut that 
of indulging their passions, or rearing a family, and 
restrained from doing so by nothing but the pressure 
of absolute want, that would no doubt he the case : 
and the world exhibits too many examples of nations 
in a degraded state Avhere such laws seem to govern 
their increase. But with the establishment of civi- 
lized society, and the difl’usion of w'ealth among the 
middling ranks, other pfopensities arise Avhich coun- 
teract the prevailing tendency to early marriages, and 


^ Keport OH Emigration, 1827. 
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acquire at length an entire ascendency over all ranks 
of the people. When this change has taken place, the 
progress of population is no longei’Kioverned solely by 
the means of subsistence ; but is affected also by the 
standard of comfort which is established among the 
people, and often advances slowly, while the Sunds for 
the maintenance of labour are rapidly accumulating. 

The more generally that habits of comfort and the 
desire of artificial enjoyments can be diffused among 
the people, the, greater is the scojie afforded to the li- 
mitations to the principle of increase, and the more 
secure is the barrier rendered against a redundant po- 
jjulalion. If all ranks of society could lie brought to 
feel the influence of these wants, the danger of an un- 
due increr.'Se in the numbers of maidcind AV'ovdd be en- 
tirehf removed. The degree in udiich any country can 
api>ro>\imate to that desirable situation, is Just in jiro- 
jiortiou to the extension of their desires. Whatever 
tends to spread a taste for artificial enjoyments among 
llie labouring classes, and to establish a scale of com - 
fort descending by Imperceptible gradations from the 
highest to the low est I’anks, increases the influence of 
the limitations to population. 

These considerations demonstrate how extremely 
unfounded the popular complaints, so common in every 
age and country, of the increase of luxury in reality 
are ; and what an imjiortant element in the government 
of society would be witbdraAvu, if tlie simple manners 
of the good old times, which are so often held up to our 
imitation, were to be adopted. The well known tact, 
tlmtartificial gratifications uhifonniy increase with the 
progress of wealth, and that all the eft'orts of legislation 
arc utterly iueflectual to restrain them, might alone 
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be sufficient to convince every thinking mind, that they 
are calculated to answer some important purpose in the 
system of nature,#'fiich those who are so desirous to 
coerce it have not perceived. One of these pxirposes, 
undoubtedly, is the diffusion of artificial wants among 
the peojile. ‘Where the habits or enjoyments of the 
rich dilfer in no great degree from those of the poor, 
ideas of comfort eaii never be generally diffused, be- 
cause men always endeavour to imitate the manners 
of their sujxeriors, and if the great are slovenly the 
poor will be beggai’s. 7’he more that the rich ad- 
vance in the ix'fineincnts of luxury, the more do the 
poor advance in habits of comfort ; for luxury can 
never descend far in society, and before it reaches the 
labouring classes, it is strip! of all its dangei’ous qua- 
lities. The humane mav exclaim against the selfish- 
ness of the afllnent in consuming, in the ornament of a 
single room, what would maintain the [loor of a w hole 
parish ; but tlie ultimate effect of the dissipation of 
w’ealtli in this respect is not less beneficial to the society 
than its distribution. It descends among innumerable 
artisans and man ufacturers, eacli of wlioin acqui res from 
such a lavish expenditure both tlie moans of bettering 
his owm condition, and the desire to improve his own 
comforts : the standard of competence is raised by the 
difl'usion of the means of gratifying increasing enjoy- 
ments which are afforded : and from the prodigality 
which mins the foi’tune of a single farnilj^, thei’e often 
spring habits among their inferiors, wdiich secure the 
well-being of thousands of mankind. 

It may be added, thtit the extensiem of comfort 
among the poor is eminently beneficial to their moral 
character. 'I'liesev'ere and incessant toil wdiich isindis- 
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peusable to the welfare of the labouring poor in civi- 
lized society, can be suslained only by the prospect of 
( njoyiruTii from its Iruits. It will universally be fofind, 
that ignorance of artificial wants among the working 
('lasses is accompanied by excessive indolence; and that 
the natural repugnance of mankind to labouf can be 
overcome only liy a strong feeling of the enjoyment to 
he obtained from submitting to it. It is related by 
Dr Franklin, tliat the people in his parish were ex- 
ceedingly averse to labour till some new settlers made 
tlieir ap{>earance at church with handsomer dresses 
Ilian any tliat lind hitherto been seen, and from that 
iMOinent no difficulty was experienced in getting them 
to submit to exertion.^ 

intoxiedtion is tlie greatest evil which affects the la- 
bouring poor in cold countries. 7110 desire for spi- 
rituous liquors is felt by the rudest as well as the most 
civilized inhabitant of such latitudes; and the bane- 
ful effects of iiidulgiug in their use are experienced 
alike by tlie savage and the citizen. In the former 
slate it brutalizes the species, and frequently destroys 
tlie population of whole tribes ; in the latter it de- 
grades the mind, and is the source to which half 
the distress and nearly all the crime of civndized life 
may be traced. It is in vain to oppose to this prevail- 
ing desire, considerations exclusively drawn from redi- 
giori or reason : these arguments affectonly the thought- 
ful and industrious, and that class is noT the one 
wliicli principally falls a prey to these disorders. If 
We wovild eflectually resist this dreadful evil among 
the mass of mankind, we must ojipose to the influence 
of this passion other desires as universal as the race 
of men, and as powerful as the^ stimulus \\ hich it af- 

« * i'raiiklin’^ \\V>vks, iii. ^ 47 . 
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fords. The influence of artificial Avants will nev^er 
probably eradicate the taste for this ruinous induh 
genJe among the labouring poor ; but, by increasing 
the comforts and rivetting the habits which must be 
abandoned for its gratification, they tend both to aug- 
ment the liorror at the consequences of such a viccj 
and to provide otlicr enjoyments to diminish its at- 
tractions* (Tenerally it will be found, according;ly, tliat 
the people who are most addicted to intoinperance aiv 
those to whom it constitutes the sole enjoyment of 
life; and that, in projiortion as inankind rise above 
that loAvest stage of existence into a sjdiere v\ hei’c 
otlier comforts are habitual, its prevalence sensibly de- 
clines. The marked diininntjon in the wine drank by 
the higlier classes in (ji’cat Brihiin during the last half 
century, when luxury in other respects has made such 
rapid progress among tliein, affords the clearest ])rouf 
of this observation. 

Tlie constant complaints whicli are made of the ex- 
tent to which tile middling and lower orders in this 
country imite.te tlie customs and affect the enjoyments 
of their sujjcj'iors, prove how generally artificial wants 
are spreading among the people. Masters everywhere 
complain that their servants dress as well as them- 
selves : mistresses that the finery of their maids is to- 
tally unsuitable to their station : landlords tliat their 
tenants lead a life and indulge in aniusenients incon- 
sistent with their circumstances. In former times 
sumptuary laAvs were often made to fix the li- 
mits which were to be prescribed to every class of so- 
ciety, in their dress, tlieir living, and their establish- 
ment ; and in iiiany countries of the east such laws 
have become permanent customs. Fortunately in 
Euroi>e no such restrictioa could ewa* be established 
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iuid the jirevalence of these habits among tlie middling 
and lower oi’ders affords the best security against the 
misery of a reduiioant population. It will be a for- 
tunate day for Ireland when such complaints begin to 
be made by her landed proprietors. 

It is only, however, when habits of coinfori descend 
tlirougli all ranks, that their beneficial etlects upon the 
progress of i)opulation deveiojie themselves. When 
luxury is confined to the higher orders, while the 
lowu'r are degraded and oppressed, so far from be- 
ing beneficial it becomes destructive to society. It 
corrupts the ricli without assisting the jiGor ; and in- 
i reases rather than diminishes the tendency to over in- 
crease ill iiopiilation, by creating a^great expenditure, 
and consetjuently a great demand for labour, without 
a^vake^ing any desires among the labouring classes 
to restrain its increase. The gulf which separates 
the rich from the poor is fedt to be imjiassable, 
udien the lower orders are debarred from rising 
into the class or acquiring tlie rank of tlieir supe- 
riors. It is the .establishment of a numerous and 
wealthy middle*' class ^ approaching on the one vside 
to the splendour of the great, and bordering on the 
other upon tlie indigence of the poor, wliicii preserves 
unbroken tlie chain of society, and renders the pro- 
gress af wealth, fatal to the prosjierity of desjiotic 
states, instrumental only in increasing the industry, 
and improving the habits of tliose which are free. It 
is not at Moscow or Warsaw, where vast fortunes are 
wrung from the labour of an enslaved peasantry, and 
the palace of the prince is surrounded by the hovels 
of the poor, that the salutary effects of luxury are to 
be seen : but in England, where no sullen line of 
demarcation sepcyaites the higher and the Iqwqv rank, 
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but all is one blended whole, melting by insensible 
gradations from the bright dwellings of the great, 
which bask in the sunshine of raiSlc and opulence, to 
tlie obscure abode of the cottager, who toils in the 
shade of humble life.”* 

• 

III. It is not, however, by the diffusion of artificial 
wants alone, and the consequent elevation of tlie 
standard of comfort among the people, that the prin- 
ciple of popidation is restrained in tha later stages of 
society. Co^u^al with the formation of the social 
union, there arise other principles in the human iriind 
tending to the same end, and equally essential to the 
well-being of society in other respects. 

The desire of accumulating property lia^ been al- 
ready noticed, as one of the most remarkable i)eculi- 
arities by which tlie situation of man is distinguished 
from that of the lower animals. From this desire, 
there springs another of the most powerful limitations 
to the principle of inci’ease. 

How little soever tlie desire of j^ossessing pro- 
perty may be felt in the infancy of the species, it ac- 
quires, in file progress of society, a prodigious influ- 
ence over the destinies of mankind- It camiot be felt 
in early times, because the accumulation of wealth, in 
a permanent form, is then impossible. Where riches 
consist, as in the shepherd or early agricultural state, 
only in tlie number of the herds, or the ample store 
of the harns, by which the dwelling of the rude inha- 
bitant is surrounded, it is impracticable to hoard up 
prope'rty beyond a certain limit. No motive for its 
angmentatiou can exist, when the purposes to which 
rapited can be applied are urdenown. The only use 

* Sheridan, Speeclies, i. I . 
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of wealth in stich a form is to minister to human sub- 
sistence : it decays and perishes if not speedily appli- 
ed to that purpose. The growth of wealth, therefore, 
in such circurastanees, can lead only to tlie multipli- 
cation of mankind. 

But when permanent articles of comfort become 
knoH'ri, the surplus produce of labour gradually re- 
ceives, in part, at least, a diffei'ent destination. The 
convenience of furniture, the comfort of dress, the im- 
jirovernents of dwellings, are felt to be lasting advan- 
tages, w'hich not only minister to the gratification of 
their possessor during the whole of life, but may bo 
transmitteil unimpaired to his descendants. With the 
poicer of storing up the produce of labour in a per- 
manent' form, there arises the desire of adding to 
its amount; and thus a large part of the produce of 
industry is withdratvn from immediate consumjition, 
and accumulated in a form where it ceases to give so 
direct an imjmlse to the increase of the s[>ecies. 

The introduction of money, liy affording an easy 
mode of storing up property in a form where it is 
not suscejitible of decay, and which is capable of im- 
mediate conversion to the purposes of life, increases 
the direction of wealth into this lasting form. The 
possession of property of tliis description is soon per- 
ceived to be at once the surest safeguard against many 
of the evils of life, and the only effectual key to its physi- 
cal gratifications. The accumulation of wealth becomes, 
in process of time, a jiassion of itself, and life is sjient 
in the continued pursuit of riches, which are applied 
to no other purpose than that of being transmitted 
by death to a successor. However extraordinary it 
may appear, that the enjoyment of existence should. 
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in this manner, be postponed till it cart no longer be 
felt, the effects of this disposition upon the habits of 
society are in the highest degree important. 

The accumulation of capital is the most powerful 
instrument in tlie hands of Nature for changing the 
habits andtiffecting the destinies of maidtind. If the 
wealth which is produced by the labour of successive 
generations were consumed by the indfviduals who 
created it, the occupations of men would remain for 
ever the same. The imperious necessity of provid- 
ing for the sui)port of lile, or for its rudest couveui- 
ence, would chain them in every age to the same em- 
ployments. If no wealth were transmitted from ge- 
neration to generation, the habits of the last must 
have remained the same as the first ; — where inen are 
exposed to the same necessities, their mode of life 
hardly ever undergoes any alteration. 

It is this universal and seemingly extraordinary 
desire, therefore, to tr.'insmit pro]>erty to posterity, 
which lays the foundation of all the changes Avliich 
ensue in the 2)rogress of society. It is this which en- 
ables the di'scendant of the industrious and the fortu- 
Date to command enjoyments, and iiidnlge in habits 
vniattainal)le hy the great body of the peojjle : to en- 
gage in works and commence midertakings altogether 
beyond their reach, and to assume the government of 
mankind by possessing the means of directing their 
operations. 

The effects of this change in the relative situation 
of the six'cies, from the growth and transmission of 
capital, have been tmpiently ex'plained. But its ef- 
fect in develo2)ing the limitations to the ju’incijde of 



123 


WHICH LIMIT THE rillS'ClPLE OT IXCllEASK. 

pojililatioii, though equally irnpoi'tant, have not met 
with the same attention. 

The continual etlbrt of a large proportion of the 
people in every successive generation to add to their 
cai>ita], and better tlieir condition in life, comes in the 
progress of time to produce a material inlluence upon 
the increase of mankind. Kvery individual, wlu), by 
a life of successful exertion, is enabled to transmit 
property to any amount to his jjosterity, has done 
something to alter the habits of his country. The 
view’s of life, tlie habits, the enjoyments of his suc- 
cessor, arc materially dilierent from those which he 
himself was at first accustomed to, and which still 
continue in the class in which he w as originally'^ born. 
The disregard of the future, the recklessness, the 
impnidence of the labouring classes, apjiejir extraor- 
dinaiy to those wlio have elevated themselves above 
their sphere. 'J’liese habits are transmitted to their 
children, and the prudence and foresight which ori- 
ginally' raised an individual from an luimble station 
cometo regulate thehabits of iiimmierable descendants. 
Alany' of these successors witiiout doubt are tireci- 
jiitated by' imprudence or misfortune into the class 
from which their forefathers sprung; Imt the greater 
number succeed iu niaiutaining a pai t at least of the 
advantages which hav'e been acquired for them ; and 
some rise to still higher stations, and become the stock 
from which a more elevated familv dates its origin. 

The more that individuals succeed iu accumulating 
wealth, which is transuiitted to their descendants, 
the greater is the change which is thus effected in 
the habits of future generations. From the great 
fortunes accumulated by industry', or won by the 
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sword in former times, the dignified families of the 
realm have successively sprung. From the frugal 
habits and unnoticed exertions of an inferior class 
have arisen the great and opulent middling class of 
society. From the humble labours of the peasantry 
have arisen 'the numerous and wealthy body of yeo- 
manry, allied to their inferiors by their habits of in- 
dustry, and boinid to their superiors by their interest 
and their ambition. The incessant exertions made 
by every rank to maintain and increase* the wealth 
which they hav^e acquired, extends to an incalculable 
degree tlie change which is gradually eflected in the 
habits of the people. The magnitude and wealth of 
the middling class of society constitute the great 
distinction betireen England and the other states of 
Europe. In the celebrated question of the Emjieror 
Alexander in London, “ "Where are the people we 
may discern the extent to which the habits ol the la- 
bouring classes have been alfected by the growtii and 
opulence of that body. 

Even the dissipation by extravagance of the wealth 
which has been won by industry, does not mate- 
rially weaken its effect upon the liabits of society j 
it only alters the channel in which those effects 
are tf> be discei'iied. A few years may dissipate 
the fortime which the labours of successive gene- 
rations have produced, but, how ever severe the yf- 
fects of imprudence may be on individuals, the fol- 
lies of men are subservient to the purposes of nature. 
Tile wealth which is thus flung abroad noth so care- 
less a hand is not lost to society : it descends to the 
artisans and the manufacturers who have ministered 
to the extravagance of tlieir prodigal superiors, and ul- 
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tiinately finds its way into a class where it is treasured 
up with pious care, and becomes the beginning of a ca- 
reer of prosperity and opulence to an extended circle. 

How jirodigal soever tlie habits of the higher or- 
ders may be, M^ealth always finds a class, in its de- 
scent through the different gradations , of society, 
where this effect takes place. It is in countries where 
the lower orders are oppressed by tlie higher, and their 
gains wrung from them by tlie liand of jiowcr, that 
hixury in the great co-exists witli misery among tlie 
poor, and the increase of men is followed by no re- 
sti-aint on their multiplication. When the labouring 
classes are secured in the enjoyment of the fruits of 
their labours, tlie diffusion of wealth by one rank only 
leads to its accumulation by anotlier ; and the progress 
of artificial wants augments the grou th of cajiital, by 
extending the number of those who are influenced Iiy 
the desire to obtain them. 

The desire of accumulating capital restrains the 
principle of pojiulation, by spreading habits of fruga- 
lity among the middling and lower orders. The in- 
dulgence of luxury produces the same cfi’ect, by giving 
them a taste for artificial ivants and tlie elega’icies of 
life. The accumulation and dissipation of wealth are 
alike conducive to the formation of habits inconsist- 
ent with a redundant population where all classes en- 
joy the same advantages : it is the oppression of the 
one for the supposed benefit of the other that prevents 
these effects. 

The desire of amassing projierty, in a jierma- 
iient form, appears A'cry* early in tlie jirogress of so-, 
ciety, and affects tlie principle of population before 
wealth has made any considerable progress, and in 
situations where the influence of artificial wants is in 
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a great measure unknown. The peasantry of Laj)- 
land, Sweden, and Finland, are distinguished by the 
number of articles of substantial comtort which are 
to be found in their dwellings ; costly articles of fur- 
niture and golden ornaments descend from one gene- 
ration to ary^tlier ; and in no part of the vv^orld is mo- 
ral restraint more prevalent, or population more ef- 
fectually restrained Avithin the limits which the cir- 
ciunstanc(‘s of society reipiire. No traveller can en- 
ter a Swiss cottage, esjiecially in the Cantons of Zurich 
and ]k*rne, and Undei'walden, without being struclc 
Avitfi tlic ease and comfort which universally pi*evail : 
the dw ellings of their inmates, tlieir dress, their furui- 
ture, bespeak an extraordinary degree of opulence in the 
peasantry, and nowhere are frugal habits move jne- 
A^alent, or ])oj>ulatioii less disjiosed to become ivdun- 
dant/'"’ In Albania, tlie ])easantry,iiotv\ itiistanding tlie 
oppression to which they are subjected, and the dis- 
tress which they often exiierience, preserve vv itli 2>ioiis 
care the splerulid articles of dress or ornament a\ Iricli 
liave been bought vvitli tlie savings of former gene- 
rations ; and no extremity of disti ess will induce tlic 
young vv’^omen^to ])art Avith the JeAvels Avhieh tliey have 
recei\x‘d from their jiarents, as their j)r<ndsioii in life. 
Tlie jiarsimonioiis lialiits and frugal dis^iosU ion of the 
Dutch and Flemish are iiiiiversaiiy knoAvn, and in no 
part of the Avorld has commercial aa ealth longer been 
established or a great ami dense po2)ulation sliOAvn less 
tendency to become redundant. Scotland has long 
enjoyed the benefit of establishments wdiicli have se- 
cured to her peojile the ble5»siiigs whieii the savings 
banks hav^e recently begun to confer on England, and 
such has been their effect in producing a sjiirit of 
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frugality among the labouring classes, that it was 
proved in the Committee of the House of Commons, that 
out of L. 20,000,000 which was deposited in the Scotch 
banks, by far the greatest proportion was in sums un- 
der L. 50 Sterling.* Perhaps thei’e never w'as a more 
fortunate circumstance for this part of the .island than 
the excitation of that strong national spirit which led 
to the abandonment of government of the proposed 
I'estrictions on Scotch notes : a measure which, by 
preventing tlie payment of interest on such deposits, 
threatened to extinguish these little germs of public 
prosperity, and destroy the habits of frugality to which 
her unexampled progress during the last sixty years 
has been owing. By far the greatest part of the Bri- 
tish tliBce per cents, has long been composed of small 
sums, \vhi«h forjii a source of revenue to a vast num- 
ber of the middling ranks in England ;f and it may 

* Rc])ort on Scdtch Banks, 

f Table of tin* Ijoldors ol’ property iu the .British ftmds ia 1837. — 
Porter’s pHilianieiitary Tables for p. o. 
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well be doubted whether the existence of a secure place 
of deposit for the savings of the nation, during the last 
century, has not been the means of creating more 
wealth, than all her foreign wars have destroyed, and 
of forming habits among the industrious classes more 
than sufficiimt to counterbalance all the disadvantages 
of the public debt. 

IV'. It is not merely by the growth of artificial 
wants, however, and the desire of accumulating pro- 
perty for the use of future generations, that the hu- 
man race is governed by diil'erent principles, from the 
lower animals. The distinction of ranks constitutes 
another important peculiarity of the species ; and from 
this source also a ])owerful limitation to the principle 
of population takes its rist*. • 

1’he subjection of tlie great body of mankind to 
the government of a few, and the hereditary descent 
of j)Ower, seem to be almost coeval vvitli the biilh of 
mankind. In the rudest; ages, and the most uncivi- 
lized parts of the world, the difi'erence of ranks, and 
the transmission of innuence in j)articulai' families are 
to be found. • But no restrictions on the principle of 
increase arise from these distinctions. On the con- 
trary, the subjection of the great body of the i)eople 
either to the oppression of a single despot, or the e.x- 
actions of an independant aristocracy, by degrading 
the habits of maidiind, is tlie surest means of render- 
ing that principle unlimited in its operation. 

But with the growth of civil liberty and the esta- 

jwiisijssod I)\'!itiy nation, is of such inoalculaljle Ijcnefit, both in a social 
anil |i()litical point of view, that, its blessings Inivo been cheaply pm- 
chaseil by all tlic blood and treasure expended in the Kevolutionary 
war. 
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blislimeiit of a regular goveniinent, other desires spring 
vip in the human mind, which ultimately come to ex- 
ercise a powerful influence on the multiplication of 
the species. Security of property speedily jiroduces 
its accumulation, while the protection of government 
secures its transmission to future generations. The 
rise of a numerous and opulent aristocracy, which, 
tliough originally sprung not from military violence, 
or regal favour, is supported by the exertions of in- 
dustry and habits of frugality, produces an import- 
ant change on tlie desires of mankind. The most ac- 
tive and enterprising minds are influenced bythe desire 
of rising in society : and every instance in which such 
exertions are crowned with success, becomes the means 
of spreadi’ng the ambition of attaining such distinc- 
tion over a more extended circle. By degrees this anw 
bition spreads into the middling ranks of society : 
from thence it extends into the lower, until all ranks 
are actuated by an incessant desire of rising in the 
world, and this passion becomes the governing prin- 
ciple of mankind. 

It has been observed by Mr Smith, that the desire 
of hetiering one's condition is so Strongly imprinted in 
the human breast, that with a tolerable administra- 
tion of justice, and the ordinary security of property, 
it is quite suflicicnt to ensure the prosperity of man- 
kind. The slightest observation of the iirinciples 
which actuate the different I'anks of society in every 
well regulated state must be sufficient to demonstrate 

that this remark is well founded. To maintain their 

•» 

own place in society, to achieve its elevation, and to 
avoid the danger of its degradation, is the great ob- 
ject to which all men aspire. It incessantly occupies 

VOL. T. i 
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tljeir thoughts, and forms the secret spring by wliith 
almost every action of their lives are determined. To 
the industrious and orderly part of the community it 
speedily beconie.s a habit, and constitutes at once the 
object and the reward of a life of labour. Even the 
inconsidel-ate ami reckless are governed by the same 
motives. It is the desire to become speedily rich that 
is the cause of almost all the crimes into which the 
better ranks of society are seduced ; and it is the un- 
due desire to obtain the consideration of a higher sta- 
tion than they enjoy in tl:e world, that leads so inpny 
of the higher classes into habits of prodigality, whicli, 
for the gratification of a few years, ruin the prospects 
of a whole life. 

'I’he more numerous that the gradations *of society 
become in tlie progress of opulence, the more general- 
ly does this principle operate upon the people. Hie 
more steps that are added to the laddei’, the greater 
will be the multitude Avho will strive to ascend it. 
Few only may attain the highest stations ; but if the 
lowest are within the reach of the great body of man- 
kind, (hey will all endeavour to begin the ascent. It 
is the struggle to commence it which leads to the li- 
mitation of population among the labouring classes : 
the desire to rise higher which checks the increase of 
the more respectable ranks of society. 

This prevailing passion for rising in the world limits 
the increase of population, not only by the effect which 
it . produces in preventing early or imprudent mar- 
riages on the part of men, but equally by the ambition 
which it excites in the otlier sex. As the greater part 
of women are debarred, in the better ranks of society 
at least,from raisingthemselves by tlieir own exertions. 
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tliey liave no means of gratifying their ambition but 
bj^ their marriage. Tbei'e arises in consequence a 
strong and general desire in the other sex to raise 
themselves by their marriage to a rank above that in 
which they were born ; and a corresponding horror 
for the danger, by an imprudent union, of falling into 
an inferior station. These feelings in civilized society 
become a jiowerful principle by which tiie conduct of 
women is governed ; and in the higher ranks, they 
are quite sufHoient to create a passion, where the ob- 
ject combines many of the advantages U’hich are 
sought after in married life. It is a mistake to ima- 
gine in such cases that the object of women is merely 
mercenary, or that they deliberately saci’ifice their in- 
clinations' from the desire of forming an advantageous 
connection. No sucli sacrifice is required of them by na- 
ture, and their conduct sjirings as mucli from a disifite- 
rested regard for their blood relations as gratification to 
themselves. The jirevailing admiration of the other 
sex for men of dhfmcfion easily rijiens into a passion, 
where sucli distinction appears within their reach ; and 
attachment comes to be ultimately felt, where it never 
often would have arisen hut for tlie gifts of fortune. To 
those who blame women for being influenced by such 
motives, it is sufficient to answer that this is the con- 
stitution of their nature ; that were it not for such a 
disposition the greatest stimulus to human exertion 
Mmuld be awanting ; and that it does uot seem very 
reasonable for one sex to blame tlie other for being in- 
fluenced by principles in one step in life, by which 
they themselves are actuated in all. 

The universal complaints which are made in every 
age and rank of life, of the prevalence of this disposi- 
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tiou in women, affords ample proof of the general ope- 
ration of such pi’inciples. It is in the ballads ot a 
people that the feelings which actuate the lower classes 
are to be found. Whoever has found a nation whose 
poetry or romance never spoke of the inability of true 
love to contend with the advantages of fortune and 
distinction, may boast of having discovered a peo])le 
different from all the rest of the species. 

These considerations point out tlie immense import- 
ance of jiermittingthe lower orders to rise, by due exer- 
tion, toall the distinctions enjoyed by the higher, and the 
beneficial effects of that .system of government, which, 
while it leave.s every career open to the exertions of ta- 
lent and industry, secures to every class the undisturb- 
ed enjoyment of the fruits of their labour. Without 
the establi.shment of such freedom and protection, the 
sti*{)ngest limitations to the principle of increase must 
lie dormant in the human breast ; and no restraint to 
the multiplication of thespecies can exist under circum- 
stances which imperiously call for their operation. It 
is from the power of rising in society that the desire 
of doing sy can alone be developed ; if the avenue to 
distinction is closed, no wish to obtain it can be felt. 
In proiiortion to the means of individual elevation 
which are extended to the great body of the peojile, 
Avill be the degree in which the preventive check will 
operate upon their increase. Before we expect men to 
contend with tlie instincts of their nature, we must 
give them some motives for resisting them, and per- 
mit the developement of some desire inconsistent 
Avith their gratification. 

Towards the due opei'ation of this important 
limitation on the principle of increa.se, it is indis- 
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pcns.'ible that society should contain numerous gra- 
dation in rank ; and that every class should per- 
pelually have before their eyes the means, by pru- 
dent conduct and vigorous exertion, of raising them- 
selves, not to the highest I’anks in tlie state, for that 
<;ui affect onlv a few, but to those stations imme- 
diately above themselves, which are evidently ivith- 
ia their reach. The more numerous that these gra- 
dations are, the lower that they de.scend in- society, 
and tlic givatiu' the facilities afforded to all classes to 
raise tiiemselves by industry and good conduct, tho 
ivider is the sphere of tlie operation of this important 
limitation on the principle of increase. It is hard to 
say whetlier “ the levad Hat of oriental despotism,” as 
Gibbon felicitously styles it, or the high table-land of 
American republiiauiism, is most at variance u ith tlie 
action of this powerful agent, on the fortunes of man- 
kind. In the first case, rank or station in society is 
unattainable in the general case by good conduct or 
prudent regulation of life. Court favour, fortune, or 
address, eoustitute the sole springs of advancement, 
fa tlie last, political jiower lieiiig e(|ually vested from 
the outset of life in all classes, iti.s considered as no dis- 
tinction, any more than tlie air whicli they breathe, or 
the water ivhicli the}' drink. Tlie English lleform 
Bill, in a social jioint of view, has chiefly erred by 
severing political power, at least in borougbs, from 
tlie possession of property, by the fatal L. 10 tenant 
sidhrage, udiich in all great loums has vested a pre- 
ponderance of votes in persons worth little or nothing. 
I'he establi.shmcnt of a tittle arhtpcraey of freeholders, 
each enjoying political power, as tlie fruit of industry 
tind prudence in liimself or his ancestors, is one of 
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the most important elements, not only in the political, 
but social Institutions of society, and indispensable to 
the developement in this particular of the intended 
limitation on the principle of increase. And in this, 
as in all other instance.s, it will be found, that the 
means of *cstablishirig the due regulation of popula- 
tion is to be sought for in no other measures but 
those which are obviously prescribed by a due I’egard 
to the order, tranquillity, and stability of the state ; 
and that the disturbing forces winch break in upon 
tin's beautiful system, are those which the wisdom and 
experience of all ages lias condemned as destructive, 
alike to the political grandeur of tlie state, avid the 
real interests of all classes of society. 

It is consoling to reflect, that tlie growth of these 
desires, destined to restrain the principle of increase, is 
seenred by the same system which is essential to the 
well-being of the species in every other particular. 
It is the powta- of rising in society, and thereby jier- 
mittirig the talents of the great body of the people to 
bear upon the fortunes of the state, which constitutes 
tlie strength of free countries. It was this wliieh 
animated tl’e arts of Greece, and strengthened the arms 
of Rome : it was this, during the fever of the Revolu- 
tion, which rendered the arms of France triumphant, 
and it is this which has now placed England at the 
head of civilisation throughout the world. The same 
regulated freedom which raises the human species to 
its highest pitch of elevation, unfolds the principles 
destined to regulate its increase ; it at once affords 
the means to tlie greatest multiplication of the species, 
and furnislies the bc^st security against its roduMdance. 
The state will never have to lament the indigence or 



105 


WIUCII LIMIT THE TaiNClTLE OV INT UEASK. 

saultiplication of its inhabitants, which respects the 
rii^hts, and fosters the interests of all classes of the 
citizens. 

We do not require to search the historians of for- 
iiier times for ample proof of these observations : the 
British erapii-e furnishes the most striking..examples 
of the eii'ect of the desire of individual elevation in 
modifying the principle of population. Notvvith- 
staiiding the rapid increase of its inhabitants during 
die last thirty years, in consequence of the profuse 
expenditure of the war, and the unexanqded increase 
of its manufacturing industry, (iroat Britain lias ne- 
^'er felt the evils of a redundant population from the 
n ambers of its own people. Great as its popiilation 
is, it is still within the limits liich can be comfort- 
ably maiiitaincMl. I’lie distress which has existed 
during tliat period of vn>exain])led vicissitude and 
change, has been almost entirely owing eiil'cr to the 
liuctuations of trade, or the influx of Irish poor, udio, 
in the first quarter of this century, beside.s doubling, 
(heir own numbers, have added a miliion to the j)oor 
of the neiglibouring island. The Committee on 
Emigration in the House of Commons have re])orted, 
after the fullest investigation, that no tendcmcij to 

Humlioltll In iJio first .'lutlior cf note who has this extra- 

onliiiary fact into notice. l !c oliscrves tliat the rlilfei’cnce hetween 
t)te pOjBilatiou which .should liave existed from tlie re^-Istcr cl hirth.s 
inid dcathsj and that iU'tually shou ii l>y the letorns in (ireat lirilain^ 
fVtdni 1801 to I8:il,isa luillion of souls^ and snjtjjosiho' witli reason, 
that the miniber of fleuth.s wdiicli, hy inadvh rt;. nee, may not have en- 
tered the registers, may he equal to tJuit td th<»se wlio liave in likt* 
maimer ontererl the world without ilotice, he couchioe.s that this Imge 
dilVei'cnce has almost entirely arisen from the inilux of Irish jH»or diu- 
ino’ that period, beiii^^ at the rale of oO/KK) a-year ; a luimfier hy no 
uK'an.s heyoiul tlie hounds of prolBibllity. — See Mninboldt, NouveJIc 
Kspdt»ne;> iv. ,'.>72. 
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ixmlue increase prevails among the inhabitants of this 
island, * where the freedom of the Government has 
developed all the limitations to population, at the same 
time that it has given the greatest encouragement to 
industry, and occasioned the most extraordinary aug- 
rnentatioii of national opulence. On the other hand, 
in Ireland, where the demand for labour is so much 
more inconsiderable, wliere capital is, comparatively 
speaking, unknown, aild the wealth of the island lias 
almost deserted its own shores, the degradation of the 
labouring classes, and the iniseiy of the country, by 
preventing the devclopement of any limitations to the 
principle of population, have been the means of creat- 
ing an enormous multitude of indigent inhabitants, 
who not only tliwart every attempt at the •improve- 
ment of their own country, but overwhelm the in- 
dustry of the wliole empire. 

V. Although without doubt the changes in the 
, moral principles which regulate the increase of the 
human species are by far the most important elements 
in the consideration of this subject, yet they are by 
no means the only ones ; and physical circumstances 
of great efficacy conspire xvith the moral ones to re- 
tard the advance of the human species in the later 
stages of society. 

1. The first of these is the diminished number of 
offspring, wliich always, on an average of a great 
number of families, attends the contracting of mar- 
riages in middle life instead of early youth. That 
such a habit, if genei'al, must sensibly aflect the rate 
of human increase, from the number of persons of 

* Purl. Hop., IS-^7, on the Labouring Poor. 
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botli sexes who from it are made to die in celibacy, 
is self-evident ; but it also acts in an important man- 
ner upon the fecundity of those who enter into the 
married state. This result, which a priori might 
have been expected, is entirely confirmed by the ob- 
servations of the most celebrated statistioal writers. 
M. Quetelet, whose researches on the.Ph3"sicnl Law’^s 
of Human Increase, especially in Belgium, are so well 
know’ll, has recorded his opfhioii, that the fecundity 
of marriages, other things being equal, is in propor- 
tion to the youth of the jiareiits ; and this diffei’ence 
becomes, if tlie ages are W'idelj’ difierent, .so great as 
to amount to one-half.'^' Tlie importance of this 
phj’sical law’ of nature upon the increase of mankind 
is therefore very great ; and it is jirobably owing to 
its continued and increasing oi>cration, that the fact 
is ow’ing, which has so often been observed, that the 
more elevated classes of societj', so far from increasing 
rapidly, are sijldom able to maintain their own num- 
bers. It is the obvious tendency of old, and still more 
highly civilized and opulent societiefj, to extend first 
to the middling, and ultimately to the low’er, those 
restraints, w’hotlier pliy.sical or moral,* oil the increase 
of mankiml, which have alw’aj’s been found to be .so 
efficacious in arresting the increase, or even occasion- 
ing the decline of the higher orders in tlie state. 

2. The vast and constantly increasing surplus of 
agricultural produce w’hich accumulates in every 

* Average number of eliildron born of a inarriage where the parents 
are 

Below * - o.1 1 

Vvinn to .30, 4.43 

Above 3(5, 52.84 

<iuetolot THoimno et le Development do ses Facultcs, i. 3f>. 
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country with the progress of society, and the increas- 
ing powers of production which agricultural skill 
have in every age corninunicated to hutnan industry 
in the later stages of society, unifonnl}>' and invaria- 
bly, in densely peopled and opulent communities, lead 
to the accumuiation of mankind in great cities. In 
such situations, unless the prevalence of manufactures 
and the operation of the factory system have given a 
forced and unnatural encouragement to early inar- 
I'iagt's, the moral causes of restraint, from the jirogi’ess 
of luxury, and sjircad of arlihcial wants ainoug all 
classes, necessarily become extremely powerful. But 
even if it should be otherwise, and pernicious institu- 
tions should force on in such situations, in particular 
great towns, a vast increfi.se of births, the UKliealthi- 
ness incident to the situation of the children necessa- 
rily occasions such a mortalii v among them, as elfee- 
tually prevents these bii’ths leading to any con.side- 
rable addition to the numbers of mankind. 

So powerful is the effect, so universal tlic operation 
of this clieck upon the increase of population in great 
cities, and especially those wliere manufactures to any 
considerable Extent are estahiished, that it has led an 
able and benevolent author, whose powerful mind has 
tlirown so much light on this branch of the subject, 
Mr Sadler, to the belief that there is an universal law 
of nature in operation here, and that the fecundity of 
mankind is invariably in the inverse ratio of their 
density. To this proposition^ pushed as Mr Sadler 
has extended it to the human race in general, the ex- 
ample of the British Islands at this time, where an 
fimount of hnman beings, jirobably unparalleled over 

' Signer on Population, ii. 352 , 
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so wide an extent of surface, in any other age or 
countiy, is attended with a rapidity in the grow’^th of 
population equally unexampled, »id aTmost rivalling, 
as has been already shown,* the far-fatned rapidity of 
I’cansatlantic increase, appears to afford a decisive re- 
futation. But, considered not as a genend physical 
law of universal operation and invincible force, but as 
a restraint upon the increase of llie species in those 
great toivm where nature intended that the moral li- 
mitations on increase should operate with the great- 
est force, and the institutions of society have prevent- 
ed their elfect taking place, it is a most material cir- 
cumstance, W'ell deserving of the most attentive consi- 
deration. 

The ‘difference between the rate of mortality in 
large, and still more in great manufacturing towns 
and rural districts or villages, is always considerable, 
— often so great as to be attejided vrith tlie most im- 
poi’tant (diects. The average rate of mortality over 
all England is 1 in 51 : whereas iA Glasgow, from 
1821 to 1837, it has been jirugressively increasing, till, 
from an annual decease of 1 in in the first of 

these years, it had sunk so low as 1 in 24. {)3 in the last.f 
Of this prodigious mortality, which Dr Cowan justly 
calls “ unequalled in any city in Britain,” great part 
is without doubt to be ascribed to the factory system, 
and prevalence of habits of intemperance among the 
people, which will hereafter form the subject (it an 
ample commentary but part of it is to be attributed 
to the physical effect of the atmosphere of great cities 

* Ante, 1. 4-k t Cosvair s Vitnl Stutislli's of Glasgow, 2 k 

(. Jnfni, Clia|>. XVI, 
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upon young cliildrcn, which more or less prevails all 
over the world. And of the importance of that at- 
mosphere on tTie hoslth o/ those of tender years, de- 
cisive evidence is to be found in the fact, which the 
same able and indefatigable obscrv^er has established, 
that during all these years, from .50 to 55 per cent, of 
this great mortality took place among children under 
ten years of ag£*.* Even in London, where such ex- 
traordinary efforts are made to pi’eserve the health of 
the people, the annual mortality is 1 in rll, being 20 
per cent, greater than tliat of all England; while in 
Illdinburgh it ranges, of late years, from 1 in 25 to 1 
in 32, f — probably less than half of that of all Scotland. 

The statistical researches which liave been made 
over all the other countries of Europe exhibit the 
same general result as to the effect of great towns in 
diminishing the rate of increase. In the whole of 
England, the annual i-ate of mortality below ten years 
of age increases just in proportion as manufactures 
are established, fliat is, as great towns are prevalent ; 
and diminishes as the jieople are devoted to rural oc- 
cupations ;t while the same is' observed in Holland,^ 

* ( ■owiin, 111 ' supi’a. 

t Dr Alison on the ]\>()r in Scotland, p. i-f). 

t Out of 1<),000 doatlis in Eii*^dan(l betu cun 181 .'5 and 1830 tlicro 
were 

Dndcr 10 years of age. Aliovo 10 years. 
Ill agricultural distriets, - 3505 - 3U;2 

Partly mamifacturing and partly 

agritniitund, - - 3H2H . 3318 

Partly manufacturing, - 435o - 3727 

I his talde clearly demonstrates that it is in (dnldren under ten years 
of age that great towns chielly operate in increasing the rate ofmor- 
tality.— See Qnetelet, i. 200, and Rickmann’s Population Tables, 1831. 

§ In Holland tlie annufil rnortality in the agricultural |)rovi 4 ees is 
1 in ,j 3,7 ; in the commeiciul towns 1 in 3 , 5 . — Quetelet, i. 206, 

3 
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and France.f It is superfluous to overload 
these pages with similar details, drawn from other 
countries of Eurojie ; for the fact is so e%ddent, and is 
so completely within every one’s observation, that it 
would have required no illustration, if it had not lain 
at the foundation of an important provision of nature 
relative to the increase of mankind, which makes the 
inhabitants of great towns almost alwa 3 ^s unable to 
support their own numbers, and renders those great em- 
poriums of opulence, if due jirovision for the humbler 
classes is not made, the charnel-houses of the human race. 

Of the condiined effects of these moral and jihysical 
restraints upon the increase of mankind, which ac- 
quire additional force with the progress of socit^y, un- 
til at length they render it nearly if not altogether 
stationaiy, and their perfect consisteiuy with the 
highest state of general fe!icitj% and the most abun- 
dant supply of the means of subsistence to all classes, 
it is impossible to figure a more aj)t illustration tlian 
the kingdom of Belgium exhibits. That its beautiful 
plains are the richest and most highly cultivated in 
Europe is known to every traveller : tliat thej" have 
for six hundred years been the scat of opulence and 
numbers, and were oyerspread with commerce and 
manufactures, when the arts in (jreat Britain were 
still in their infancy, is historicallj' certain. Its popu- 
lation, which exceeds even that of Ireland in densitjg 
is no less than 3f).5 to llie square mile, being the 
densest in the ivorld : )'"ou cannot travel twenty miles 
in any direction in its territory without coming to a 
considerable, often a large town : the villages are in- 

Queteiet, i. ^207. 

t Ibid. i. CfiiiitrattDeur ia Maailcur, Iltli May 18;U. 
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numerable. Here then is a country where the popu- 
lation is at once aged and dense, opulent, and highly 
■ civilized. If there is any community in Europe in 
wlficli the pressure of population or subsistence said to 
he unavoidable in the later stages of society should be 
evinced, it*is tins. 

Now wliat is the fact? So far from population hav- 
ing outstripped the means of subsistence, the powers 
of agricultural production have immensely exceeded 
those of human increase ; and though the rural pojju- 
lation is numerous, the town j)opulation is so mucli 
more so, (bat in no quarter of tlie globe does the earth 
yield so vast a surplus to the maintenance of the 
other classes in the state. Mannfactiu’es have suffer- 
e<l in in any places from the shifting of the chcinnels of 
commerce, hut agricultiu’e is undecayed ; and its vast 
and annually increasing surjihis is thegrcatsourceof the 
pi'odigious opu'eiiee,as well as inaintenanceofthe many 
and splendid towns which overspread its territory. Tlie 
numbei’s of the people are great, but, so far from being 
redundant, they are witlnu the limits of general com- 
fort: tiieworking classes everywhere find a comfortable 
maintenance, and in no quarter of Europe is the tra- 
veller so nnich struck with the uxtraordinary degree of 
well-being conspicuous among the peasantry ;* while 
so jiovverfui has the operation of the preventive check 
become, from tlie sjiread of artificial wants, and the 
high standanl of comfort among the wmrking classes, 
that the rate of increase is considerably less than half 
of uiiat it is in the agricultural countries of Ireland 


Personal Observation. 
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and Huiigaiy while the great proportion of roar- 
riages contracted in middle life proves that it is pru- 
dential consideration, not want or suffering, which has 
there come to retard the rate of increase. f 

The limitations to population which have now been 
considered operate in a certain degree from the in- 
fancy of society. Among the simple inhabitants of 
pastoral or agricultural districts, tlie diffusion of infor- 
mation, and the desire of adding to their little capital, 
as in Switzei;land, Sweden, and Scotland, prevent the 
increase of the people from exceeding the limits which 
their comfort requires. In commercial or manufactur- 
ing districts, as Holland, Flandws, and England, the 
ambition of rising in society, springing from the faci- 
lities of' commercial enterprise and the diffusion of 
artificial wants, Avhich follows the increase of public 
opulence, establish habits which eriectualJy prevent a 
redundant pojmlation. Accommodated as the human 
mind is to the varying circumstances of society, it 
])ossesses within itself principles calculated to i-egulate 
the rate of increase in every situation in whiclx it can 
iie placed by the progress of mankind. AVliere a rapid 
multiplication of his numbers is required to overcome 
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the difficulties which await the species in the infancy 
of society, the principle of population is unlimited in 
its operation : at a later period, the same circumstance 
which renders a retardation necessary, awakens the 
desires destined for its limitation. 

In this, •as in every other instance, the laws of na- 
ture are enforced, in liuman affairs, by the develope- 
inent of active propensities springing from the circum- 
stances which call for their operation. Essential as a 
change in the habits of mankind is to their welfare, 
when tlie situations in which they are idaced lias 
undergone an alteration, it is brought about W'ithout 
the actors by whom k is accomidisbed being conscious 
of its operation. Tho)^ ai-e never called upon to do 
violence to their inclinations, or to sacrifice tlleir hap- 
piness for the welfare of the connnvinity to which they 
belong. It is in consulting their own w’isbes, and in 
striving after their owui enjoyments, that they are led 
to do that which the interests of society require. By 
the wisdom of nature, the welfare of the individual is 
made the basis on which the jirosperity of the whole 
fabric of human prosperity is rested: their exertions for 
their own adVancenient are the means by wdiich not on- 
ly provision is made for a further midtiplication of the 
species, but the desires awakened which regulate its 
increase. The same Invisible Hand which has fitted 
the wing of the bird to the air, and the fin of the fish 
to the water, has watched with equal solicitude over 
the still more important concerns of the social world, 
and has adapted the human mind, not to one, but to 
every situation in which it can be placed, arid every 
exigency to which it can be reduced from the physical 
situation of the species. 





CHAPTER IV. 

ON tHB OIECUMSTANCES IN THE PROGBES/5 OF SO* 

* OIETY WHICH LIMIT THE DEMAND FOR LABOUR. 

ARGUMENT. 

Chaiig’O's in the condition of Society which limit the demaxul for Latiour— » 
A lteration in the employment of Capital, its important effect in this way— From 
the chftngein the direction of Wealth. from productive to unproductive employ- 
inenis — I'vQm the fall in the value of Money in all opulent States— From the 
ialroduction and improvement of Machinery which supersedes human lohour 
— -F rom the inultiplicatton of A ntmals and Luxury, and the growth of a superior 
mode of living atnong all classes — I*roof from statistical facts that these changes 
arc consistent with the highest degree of well-being among the people. 

Notwithstanding the changes in human affairs, 
and in the habits of mankind, which have a ten- 
dency to restrain the disposition to increase in the 
later stages of society, it is sufficiently clear that, un- 
less some checks were provided to the demandjbr la- 
hour, the security against the dangers of a redundant 
population would be incomplete. . The facilities to the 
multiplication of the species in the later periods of so- 
cial existence, arising from the security of property, ^ 
the improvement of ai-ts, and the abundance of capi- 
tal, are so great, that, if the encouragement to indus- 
try remained the same as in earlier times, the approach 
of mankind to the limits of subsistence would be nuich 
more rapid than is consistent either with their welfare 
or their destiny. .The duplication .of the numbers of a 
small tribe, surrounded by an inexhaustible extent of 
land suscejffible of cultivation, in twenty or thirty 
VOL. 1. K 
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years, is an obvious advantage. But the duplication 
of twenty millions of inhabitants in the same period 
staads in a very different situation. How great so- 
ever the productive powers of rUral industry may be, 
there is a limit, though far removed from mortal 
hem bej^nd which they cannot beearried ; and it would 
therefore be a most serious evil if the human race 
were to approach this boundary before the changes 
in the objects of general desire which are calculated to 
meet such a situation, had been fully d/Jveloped. And 
even altliough the limitations to population were in 
complete operation, still, if the demand for labour went 
on increasing in the rapid ratio of which it is cajjable, 
in the later stages of national existence, the race W'ould 
get over the ground much too rapidly, and society 
wmuld arrive at a stationary condition before most of 
the purposes of human existence had been accomplished. 

The important object of effecting this retardation is 
secured by the operation of a variety of causes, which 
tend in the later stages of social progressvto limit the 
demand for labour, and divert the capital of the state 
into other channels tlian those which afford a direct 
encouragement to population. 

. I. The first circumstance which produces this ef- 
fect is the change in the eiiiployment of cajntal y/lncXx 
takes place in the progress of national wealth. 

Mr Smith has fully explained the causes of this 
change in the Wealth of Nations, and it has been re- 
cently illustrated with much ability by another dis- 
tinguished writer.*. In this place ij. is only necessary 
to point out its effects pn the progress of population.' 

* Brongliam’s Ck>lonial Policy, 1, S14. * 
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' The first employment of capital is the cultivation 
of the soili and such rude manufactures as are neces- 
sary for the convenience of simple times. This is the 
situation in which it offers the most direct encourage- 
ment to the increase of mankind, because it is entirely 
employed in the support of domestic industry. The 
wealth of the back settlements of America, of Upper 
Canada, or of the Ukraine, is almost entirely devoted 
to the payment of agricultural labour : that is, it is 
entirely spent in affording the means to the multi- 
plication of rural labourers. 7’he returns in such 
.situations are extremely rapid : the crop of the first 
year repays the whole expense of clearing the ground, 
and every man of cornnjou industry, though he begins 
without any capital, finds himself, at the expiratiou of 
four or five years, not only in a situation to rear a fa- 
mily, but completely removed from the danger of actual 
want.* If the protection of a tolerable government 
is added to the.se natural advantages, no circumstances 
can be imagined more favourable to the multiplication 
of mankind. 

In the progress of improvement, however, the in- 
crease in the wants of men gradually gives a different 
destination to pai’t of the national wealth. With the 
means of purchasing the conveniences and luxuries of 
life, there springs up the desire to possess them, and 
this gives I’ise to the separation of employments, and 
the introduction of a class of men who transpm-t the 
produce of industry, from the place whei'e it is raised 
to that where it is required. Hence the direction of 
capital towards manufactures* and Commerce. 

The wealth which is employed in the home trade, 

* Howison’s Ganacla, i. 272. 



148 CHANGES IK THE PBOGRESS OF SOCrETy 

and in mannfactures for home consmnption, is en- 
tirely dfevoted to the encouragernent of domestic in^ 
dnstry, but the facilities thereby alForded to the mul- 
tiplication of the species are not so great as when 
agricultnre forms the principal pursuit of the people. 
The reason is obvious. When capital is laid out in 
agriculture it iMt only yields a return to the fanner, 
hut also communicates a degree of fertility to the soil 
which renders it capable of producing an enlarged 
produce, and furnishing the means o£ maintaining an 
additional number of inhabitants for an indefinite 
period. But when expended in manufactures or 
commerce, the same wealth ow/y yields a return for 
the capital employed, with a profit for the use of the 
employer : there is no permanent addition besides 
this made to the wealth of the state, which may af- 
ford the means of maintaining an increased number of 
individualS| For example, if L. 100,000 be expended 
in trade or manufactures, at the end of ten years it 
may have increased to L. 200,000, besides maintaining 
the capitalist and those whom he eniployed, in com- 
fort during that period. But beyond this there is 
hardly ally addition made to the permanent revenue of 
the state, or to the meanK of supporting an increas- 
ed population. But if the same sum be employed in 
agriculture, besides maintaining the farmers in com" 
foivt during the period of its employment, and doub- 
ling itself, as in the hands of the manufacturer, it 
makes a permanent addition to the capability of the 
soil, which,/or ever yields a greatly increased revenue 
to the landed proprietor'. If the merchant withdraws 
his wealth from its employment, he has no doubt 
amassed a fortune for hitnseif, and has probably fur- 
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nisbed the means of doing so to the persons who were 
engaged in his traffic ; but he has left no permanent 
source of wealth to the state. But if the farmer with- 
draws his capital, besides having realized a fortune to 
hiinseif, and having given the means of doing so to 
his dependants, he has left a great addition to the 
fertility of the soil, which is a lasting cause of opulence 
to liis country. 

This is the true reason of the great difference be- 
tween the 'permanent encouragement given to popula- 
tion by the employment of wealth in agriculture, and 
in commerce and manufactures. In the one case, the 
riches, besides reproducing themselves with a profit, 
make an undecaying addition to the wealth of the com- 
munity, arid the means of maintaining the people. In 
the other, the capital only I'eproduces itself with pro- 
fit, and leaves behind it in addition, with the excep- 
tion of the buildings or machinery of the manufacturer, 
no lasting provision for an increased population. The 
encouragement to industry, and consequently the im- 
])ulse to increase, at the time, may be greater by the 
employment of wealth in commei’ce than in agricul- 
ture : but the ultimate effect is very different : the 
continual stream of wealth which flows from the soil 
after the capital is withdrawn from it, and vested in 
other occupations, becomes much more than sufficient 
in the end to counterbalance the temporary stimulus 
given by mercantile enterprise. Hence the agricul- 
tural prosperity of the great commercial .states of 
Europe in former times has long survived the pro- 
sperity of their cities, and the decay of their manu- 
facturing industry. The arts and the trading en- 
terprise of Flanders have long since been on the de- 
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dine, b«4 agriculture is still undecayed : the manu- 
factures of Florence are no longer sought- after in 
every part of Europe; but the cultivation of the 
Tuscan Hills never was surpassed and the plain of 
Lombardy is still the garden of European cultivation, 
though 4he wealth of Venice and Milan no longer 
pour their vivifying streams along the waters of the 
Po.^ Should any political convulsion, or the insensi- 
ble change in the channels of trade, deprive Britain 
of her commercial superiority, the population of her 
great cities will rapidly decline : but she will possess 
an undecaying resource for her rui*al population in 
the industry of her peasantry and the fertility of her 
tields. 

These considerations unfold one of the first limita- 
tions to the demand for labour which arises in the 
progress of society from the improvement and civili- 
sation of mankind. It is in cultivating the soil, that 
is, in aiding the productive poivers of natu7'e, that the 
greatest possible encouragement is aftbrded to the in- 
crease of population, not only by giving present em- 
ployment to the people, but securing the means of their 
future subsistence. The direction of part of the na- 
tional wealth into manufacturing or commercial em- 
ployment, though it may occasion a more rapid in- 
crease to its amount at the time, has not the same ef- 
fect in permanently enlarging the demand for labour, 
because it has given no impulse to the productive 
powers of nature, and has left no permanent provision 
besides itself for the future employment of mankind. 

As wealth increases, the extension of the wants of 

^ ('hattniuvieux tie rilaIie/300, :>03. . . 

t YtKing’s Travels, ii. 2G3, Chat^jauviouXj 978^ 
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tuea gradualiy iatrodiic^ the foreign trader that is, 
the exchange of home productions for those of foreign 
states. The immediate effect of this is to withdraw ca- 
pital from the employment of doroestic indus- 

try,and bestowone-half of its encouragement upon that 
of foreign states. The merchantwho exchanges the ma- 
mlfactures of Britain for its agricultural produce, sup- 
ports the industry both of the farmer and manufacturer 
of his country : but he who exports its fabrics, and brings 
back in return the produce of foreign states, vivifies the 
industry of another country as well as his own. This 
change has an important effect on the demand for la- 
boui'. The returns of the foreign trade, besides being 
divided between two different states, are mucli slower 
than those of the home. Capital circulates three times 
in Britain for once that it reaches and comes back from 
the Levant or the Baltic, and six times during the pe- 
riod required for a return from the Indian or Chinese 
seas. But the more rapid the returns of a trade, the 
more extensive is the encouragement which it gives 
to the indtistry of the jwrsons whom it occupies. The 
more, therefore, that the capital of a country is direct- 
ed towards foreign trade, the more is ii' witlidrawn 
from the encouragement of domestic industry, and the 
more distant that trade is, the less is the impulse which 
it gives to the labour of the country from which it 
sprung. 

The round about foreign trade of consumption and 
the carrying trade, are the last channels into which 
the capital of a commercial country is turned from the 
progress of national opulence. lu these situations 
the support given to domestic industry is the least 
that can occur. With the exception of the sailors or 
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shipwrights whom he employs in transporting mer* 
chandise from one part of the world to another, the 
merchant who devotes his wealth to the carrying 
trade puts in motion no part of the industry of his 
own country. Even this encouragement, small as it 
is, is not* unfrequently shared with the seafaring 
classes in foreign states. The industry which he 
really encourages, is that of the states between which 
he . acts as carrier, to each of which he furnishes a 
ready vent for articles wliich .would otherwise accu- 
mulate unprofitably in the hands of the producers. 
The English merchant who transports tlie grain of 
Odessa to the mouth of the Elbe, or the Seine, and car- 
ries back in return the printed goods of Saxony to the 
Black Sea,does much fortheindustry of Russia'and Ger- 
many, or Fi'ance, but little for that of his own country. 

Colonies form the natural outlet both for the surplus 
capital and the redundant jmpulation of commercial 
stales. It has been a leading object in the policy, aceord- 
iiigiy> of fill such empires to establish these distant off- 
shoots, from %vhose industry and exertions they might 
derive theadvantages of mercantile intercourse without 
the risk of iifterruption from foreign wars. Athens and 
Rome in ancient times, Venice and Genoa in the mid- 
dle ages, have successively endeavoured to secure 
these advantages, by the plantation of colonies round 
the shores of the Mediterranean, many of which have 
laid the foundation of cities which still continue to 
flourish, notwithstanding the decay of the states from 
which they sprung. The discovery of the new world 
lias opened a wider field for the exertions of colonial 
enterprise, and Spain and Portugal, Holland and Bri- 
tain, liave successively entered upon this adventui’ous 
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career ; and from their exertions mighty republics 
have sprung, which promise soon to exceed the mother 
countries in wealth and numbers. 

There can be no doubt that the observation of a 
powerful writer is well founded, * and that colonies are 
to be regarded as distant provinces of the empire, ra- 
ther than independent states. As long as they adhere 
to the mother country, they offer a double encourage- 
ment to domestic industry, by the wealth they pro- 
duce in the ,colony itself, and that which they call 
forth in the parent state, which furnishes them with 
the manufactured articles which they require. But 
with reference to the enconrageinent to population, 
the effect is the same whether the colony is regarded 
as a distant part of the same empire, or as a foreign 
state. In either case, the wealth which is devoted to 
its cultivation is witlulrawu from a situation where 
capital is abimdaiit, and the impulse to the extension 
of mankind limited to one where it is comparatively 
scanty, and the capability for the multiplication of 
the species unbounded. And even with reference to 
national wealth, the distinction ceases in the lapse of 
time ; the colony when it acquires sufficient strength 
breaks the connection with the empire from which it 
vsprung, and the intercourse between them is carried 
on on the footing of independent states. 

When wealth becomes extremely abundant, these 
different outlets for the employment of capital are 
found to be insufficient, and , the increasing difficulty 
of finding a profitable investment at home leads to 
the dispersion of money in the form of loans to foreign 
states. “ It will first go,” as has been well pbseiwed. 

Brougham’s Colonial Policy. 
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“ to the foreign trades of slow returns, then to the loans 
required by colonies, and if the state possesses no 
such colonies, it will overflow into foreign colonies 
by loan or emigration; into foreign countries by in- 
surance or loan, and into the service of foreign go- 
vernment by bond or pledge. Even if Holland had 
possessed no colonies, its wealth would never have re- 
mained in the home market, or in the agriculture of 
the state; it would have sought an issue like the wealth 
of Venice, partly in foreign loans, and partly by car- 
rying away its projudetors to foreign countries, or 
rather, we ought to say, tliat more of it would have 
gone in this way than actually has ; for, notwithstand- 
ing the extent of its colonial adventures, no people in 
the world ever lent so much money to forcigii Colonies, 
foreign states, or foreign governments, ns the Dutch, 
or carried on so great a trade in foreign brokerage 
or insurance.” 

Frequently in the course of the last century, tlie 
wealth of Jiritain has arrived at this state of over- 
grown magnificence, and of course has come to re- 
quire the outlet of distant speculations. 'I'he accu- 
mulation of - capital during the long peace which suc- 
ceeded the treaty of Utrecht, led to the insane specu- 
lations of the South Sea scheme ; and the same cause 
a century after gave rise to that wild spirit of adven- 
ture which terminated so fatally in the great com- 
mercial catastrophes of December 182.5 and spring 
1837. Nothing hut the great drain io the national 
wealth wliich the wars of the last century, and par- 
ticularly the long and expensive struggle which suc- 
ceeded the French Revolution, occasioned, has pre- 

* I^roD^bain’s Colonial Policy, i. *214. 
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vented the capital of Britain from becoming altoge- 
ther redundant, and overflowing in a continual stream 
into the employment of foreign states. No sooner 
did the peace of Paris in 1815 put a period to this 
system of internal consumption, than the fall in the 
interest of money and the rise of the funds again re- 
stored wealth to its natural channels, and the capital 
of the country eagerly sought the attractions of fo- 
reign investment. The immense sums which were 
vested in loaais to the South American republics, great 
part of which have since been lost, and the prodigious 
extent to which mercantile establishments, founded 
on British capital, have been carried in every part of 
the civilized world, proves hotli tlie magnitude of the 
Stream^ which has thus flowed into foreign channels, 
and the strong tendency which eununercial wealth in 
biter times has to take such a direction. 

Not only is the capital of a mercantile country, in 
the later stages of its jirogress, diverted from the en- 
couragement of domestic industry by its tendency to 
flow into foreign speculation, hut its growth at borne 
is checked by the fall in the profit of stock, wdn'ch ne- 
cessarily attends such accumulation. The rate of in- 
terest affords an index to this diminution. It has 
already fallen since the peace to 4 per cent, in this 
country, and in Holland, prior to the French war, it 
was so low as 2-| per cent., and the 3 per cents, were 
as high as 147. The profits of stock must be very 
trifling, wdien so little is offered for the use of money, 
and so much given for the purchase of an annuity. 
The effects of this change upon the growth of capital 
are highly important. Wealth cannot accumulate 
fast when its annual profits are so inconsiderable. 

Lastly, the changes in the direction of commercial 
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entel^irise, which insensibly take vplace in the lapse 
of time, put a final stop to the growth of mercan- 
tile capital in particular situations. The history of 
the world affords many instances of such alterations. 
The Tyrians and Athenians once possessed the whole 
commerce <Jf the Mediterranean, but, with the growth 
of the Roman power, the channels of trade were 
gradually altered, and Alexandria and Palihyra be- 
came the emporiums between tlie wealth of the cast, 
and the industry of the west. The transference of 
the imperial residence to Constantinople gave a new 
direction to mercantile enterprise ; Palmyra and Alex- 
andria were deserted, and the riches of India were 
bi’ought by a cii’cuitous route, from the Euplirates to 
the Caspian and the Black Sea. * The mercantile 
states of Venice, Pisa, and Genoa seized on this lucra- 
tive brancli of commerce, which the indolent Greeks 
could not retain : the establishments of Pera and Ga- 
lata became opulent cities, and, from the profits of this 
traffic, the wealth of these splendid republics is chiefly 
to be ascribed.! With the I’evival of industiy in the 
south of Europe, the arts of Florence arose ; and at 
the period of *the invasion of Charles VIII., the ma- 
nufactures of that city had risen to the highest per- 
fection ; her citizens nurnbei’ed all the kings of Europd 
among their ilebtors, and her senate did not hesitate 
to bid defiance to the most powerful monarch of Eu- 
i’0])e, at the head of all the chivalry of his empire, f 
The discovery of the passage of the Cape of Good 
Hope gave a fatal bloAv to the commerce of the Ita- 
lian states ; and, from the facilities of their local situa- 
tion and the advantages of first discovery, the spirit 


* OUAxm's Kumc, iv. 17-41. 
t" Sisinondi’s ItRl. Rop. iv» 312-^09^ 


t Ibid. V, 309. 
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of commercial enterprise spread to the citizens of Spain 
and Portugal. The splendour of Cadiz and Lisbon, 
however, was destined to be of short duration : the 
hardy seamen of the north tore from them the sceptre 
of the seas, and with the freedom of Holland and Eng- 
land, the treasures of Indian opulence and merchandize 
gradually settled on the British shores. Unable to cope 
with the might and the energy of England, the industry 
of Flanders and Holland have subsequently declined, 
and the whole trade of the world, wkh the undisput- 
ed sovereignty of the ocean, has settled in the British 
isles. Notwithstanding the advantages of her insular 
situation, and the energy which freedom has given to 
her iieople, it would be presumptuous to anticipate 
that this prosperous state will always continue, and 
that this country is to be alone exempted from those 
vicissitudes which every other commercial state lias 
experienced. U’hat she will not suffer the rapid de- 
cline of Holland or Venice, may fairly bo presumed 
from the magnitude and varied nature of her resour- 
ces : but the advantage of freedom and knowledge can- 
not remain exclusively her own : and, with the growth 
of industry and intelligence in other states, a share in 
the mercantile intercourse of the world must necessari- 
ly be enjoyed by their people. If their own energy is 
not sufficient to procure for them these advaiitages, 
the wealth of Britain itself will furnish them with 
the means ; and the natural tendency of exuberant 
capital to seek foreign employment will spread the 
seeds of prosperity throughout the world. 

It is obvious, therefore, that there is a limit impos- 
ed to the growth of capital in every country, by the 
height to which itself has arisen; and that it flows 
into foreign channels, when the reservoirs at home 
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are supplied, as naturally and inevitably as a stream 
which has fertilized its own plains descends to enrich 
inferior soils. 

The effects of this law of nature upon the demand 
for labour, and the progress of population, are in the 
highest deg^ree^'iniportant. In tlie earlier ages of so- 
ciety, when the country is poor and uncultivated, and 
abundance of room exists for an increased population, 
capital is devoted to those inv'estments where its re- 
turns are most frequent, and it gives the, greatest en- 
couragement to domestic industry. As wealth in- 
creases, and the means of supporting an increased po- 
pulation cease to be so abundant, capital is gradually 
ivithdrawm from the employments, where it gives the 
greatest impulse to domestic industry, and vested in 
those where it shares its encouragement with the in- 
habitants of foreign states. In proportion as the 
funds for the maintenance of labour at home approach 
a stationary condition, the capital which maintains it 
is gradually withdraivn from the encouragement of 
domestic industry, and tuimed into those channels 
which call forth the i*esources of other countries. At 
length, when aidustry at home has been brought to its 
highest perfection, the surplus capital of the state is 
ivholly turned into foreign channels ; and after hav- 
ing brought the population of its own territory to the 
highest level which is consistent with the welfare of 
mankind, it seeks those poorer states where its aid is 
required to assist the multiplication of the species, in 
situations where no danger can attend its increase. 

This important law. of nature for the regulation of 
population, and the equalization of the demand for la- 
bour over the world, is carried into effect, like eyery 
Other governing principle of the social system, by the 
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efforts of individuals for their own benefit. The 
capitalist who seeks the most advantageous investment 
for his wealth, is guided by nothing but his own inte- 
rest. Tliia interest, however, leads him in the various 
stages of society to employ his money »in a different 
manner, and the change in these employments is 
precisely that which the welfare of mankind requires. 
It is in the ultimate efiect of actions beyond what tlie 
individual either perceives or intends, that the wisdom 
of Nature i.s visible in human aftairs. 

The injustice of political institutiou.s, and the 
dread of arbitrary violence, have been the i>rinci|)al cir- 
cumstance in the past liistoiy of the world which have 
checked the operation of this beneficent law. Capi- 
tal hasg'enerally accumulated in free states ivliicb ivere 
surrounded by despotic empires or barbarous tribes. 
Its emigration was prevented in such circumstances 
by the well-grounded apprehension of confiscation. 
Such are the restraints which an absolute govern- 
ment, even w'ben animated by the best intentions, 
unavoidably imposes on industry, that it moi'e than 
compensates the attraction of the high profits whicli 
the scantiness of capital produces. l‘'he history of 
the world is full of examiiles where capital has been 
cooped up in situations where it had been fostered by 
favourable institutions, in consequence of the violence 
or barbarism by which it was surrounded. At the 
time that Athens wms unable to find employment for 
its commercial wealth, the shores of the Black Sea, 
abounding with all the riches of nature, were compa- 
ratively deserted. When the interest of money was 
per cent, in Holland, it was frequently as high as 
12 per cent, in the neighbouring kingdoms of Poland 
and Kussia, and 48 per cent, in the provinces of Hin- 



160 CHANGES IN THE J»ROGllESS OF SOCIETY 

dostan.* Edward III. of England was glad to bor- 
row at the rate of 12 per cent, from the Florentine 
merchants, when the commercial cities of Italy were 
overflowing with unemployed capital, f It is super- 
fluous to recur to the page of history for confirmation 
of this remark. The foreign stock exchange at this 
moment, 1840, affords ample evidence of its truth. 
At present, when the interest of money in London 
is about 3^ per cent., 8, 10, and even 20 per cent, 
is in vain offered by some foreign states;; and while 
British capital is unable to discover a profitable invest- 
ment, and is daily perishing in loans to distant rejjub- 
lics, the fields of Ireland offer a boundless field for en- 
terprise, u’hich the turbulence of the Irish poor, and 
the insanity of their political leaders, have withdi-awn 
from the blessings of British improvement. | 

The erroneous policy of government has frequently 
interfered with the natural jfrogress of opulence, and 
consequently counteracted the operation of this law 
of population. It is difficult to say whether the reli- 
gious bigotry of the Chinese and Japanese, who retain 
a redundant capital amidst an overgrown people, by 
sanguinary prohibitions against foreign commei'ce ; or 
the commercial system of the European monarchies, 
which attracted wealth into foreign employment by 
artificial encouragement, when a scanty population at 
home was lingering for want of capital to maintain 
its industry, were most subversive of the system of 
nature. It would be presumptuous to pursue farther 

• Mill’.s liuHa, i. 274. t Villani, 824. 

Per Cent. Price. Per *Cent. Price. Per Cent. Price. 

t Bvitibh 3 per rents. L.f>.f Dutch 5, L.lOO Mexic.an 6, h.23 

Ih'lgiMri d dn. . Kussisiii 5, 113 Peruvian 6, .16 

French 3 <lo, , 84* Brazilian 5, 76 Portug^uese 5, 35 

Danish 3 do. . 7B Columbia 6, 23 Spanish 5, . 28 

—Times, Apnl 1 5, 1840. 
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apatli whicli has been fully ex])Iorecl in the Wealth of 
Nations : it is sufficient to observe, that such mistaken 
systems interfere not less with tlie laws destined for 
the regulation of the increase, than for the progress of 
the wealth of mankind. 

II. While the natural progress of opulence, and the 
changes in the em])lo 5 'ment of capital by the monied 
interest, lead to the limitation of the demand for la- 
bour in the later stages of society, the increased ex- 
])enditure of all classes arising from the grovvtli of 
luxury, or tlie embarrassments of gove rnment, jiower- 
fully contribute to the same eficct. 

Knoiigh lias already been said of the natural teri- 
dency of enlarged wx'alth to produce an increase in 
artificial wants, and on the important conse(|ueiJces of 
tliat change on the habits and standard of comfort, 
among the labouring classes, its effects on tlie growth 
of opidence, and ulliiiuitely on tlie demand foi- labour, 
are equally important. 

Wlicn wealth is >stored up in tlie form of capital, 
and employed in the maintenance of p/oductive la'- 
boiir, it not only puls in motion a certain quan- 
tity of domestic employment, but reproduce.^ ilMcl/ \n 
the hands of the cajiitalist, and forms a fund for 
the future maiiitenance of industry with the same 
returns. But VKhen wealth is dissipated by being em-' 
]doyed in revenue, it only puts in motion tlie industry 
which it has purchased, and tloes 7iot reproduce itself in 
the hands of the employer. For example, if L. 1(),()()0 
is laid out annually for ten years in agriculture or 
manufactures, it employs diu’ing that period perhaps 
100 persons, and gives them the means of living in 
comfort for the** whole time, and besides this^ it brings 

VOL. 1. I. 
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in a return to tbe cinployer, wliicli at tlic close of tlie 
period puts him in jxossession of probabiy L, 15,000, in 
adxlitioxi to a comfortable livelihood during the time 
of the undertaking. But if tlie same L. 10,000 is 
spent in the form of revenue, it only maintains the 
100 persolis Avhoin it employs, and Iceeps in comfort 
during the period of its expenditure ; there is no fund 
existing in tlu' Ijands of the person who spends the 
money at the end of tlie time, to put industry in mo- 
tion in future years. Part of the nioiiey expended 
may no doubt be realized in jiermancnt ohjiT'ts, such 
as huildings, furniture, dress, or tlie like : hut the 
greatest proportion is consumed, and tliat vvliieli is 
extant, though it may add to the permanent and im- 
moveable stock of (lie nation, is entirely witlulrawn 
Irom the active encouragement ol' labour. 

l^Jiis distinction constitutes the essentird difference 
between the employment of wealth as capital^ and its 
dissipation as rerenue : and sliows the fallacy of 
those who imagine that a lavish expenditure on the 
part of the rich, is the only security for uational pros- 
jierity, because it gives the greatest immediate inr 
pulse to industry, '’Phat it does so is certain ; but 
udiile it eiicoiirages labour it dues not reproduce the 
capital wliich luaintains it : and the greater tlie pre- 
sent stimulus, the greater may he tlie distress which 
follows when that expenditure terininate.s. A landed 
proprietor who daily contracts <lebts in maintaining 
an overgrown establishment, may enhance the <Ie- 
niand for labour on his estate during the continu- 
ance of his outlay: hut that will not prevent both 
himselt and his tenantry being involved in distress 
when his career iias drawn to a close, and his wastc- 
liil extravagance can no longer he kept uj). 
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When a large proportion of tlie revemie of a nation 
is in lliis inaiiiier consitincd in the gTatifieation of 
immediate enjoyments, serious eflects are produced 
on the aixniinulation of capital, and, ( onsecpiently, on 
the future incj'ease in tlie demand for labour. If 
L. 10,000,000 a-year is wilbdraAvni from the employ- 
ment of cajiital, and squandered in the foian of revenue, 
the difrerence in the <‘apital of the state, at the end of 
ten years will be at least L.l 20,000,000, and at the 
end of twentj’^ years probably three liundred millions. 
This must l>e the ease, ahhougli tlie eiieourageinent to 
industry at the Jiioment, is greater o]i the extravagant 
than the slaving system ; the dih'ercnce arising from 
this, that in the one ease, t!u» ex}>enditure arises 
iTorn t!ie destru(:*ti<5!K, in the other from (lie reproduc- 
tion of wealth, 

AVhat is true of the e’xlravjigance of imlividnals is 
not less so of the more gigarilie outlay of govern- 
ments. The abstraction of tlie gains of individuals 
by taxes, or the absorption of tlie savings of the na- 
tion in annual loans, whicli arc employed in an uii- 
])rc)ductive form, clieck tlie growth of cajiital in the 
most decisive manner, because they turn so much of 
the public expenditure into an employment wliere it 
/>c/7\s7/c.v wHhoui reproduchfg' or producing a 

fund from whicli its interest is to bo defrayed in future 
years. For examjile, if twenty millions a year are 
raised by taxes, and twenty niillions more by loan, to 
maintain an i'xpensive system of bostilitj% the present 
encouragement to industry -is no doubt very great, and 
perhaps equal to what it w ould liave been if expended 
liy individuals in speculations promising a profit, in 
consequence of the number of soldiers and sailors, naval 
and military artificers, and other workmen, w ho are di- 
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rectly or indirectly einjdoyed by government. But the 
capital whicli pnt them in motion is not reproduced by 
their exertions, but is entirely dissipated : the proof of 
wliich ivS, that the future interest of theloan mustberais- 
ed by taxes on the labour of the state, instead of arivsing 
from a fund which the employment of the money by 
government had created. \VJiereas, if the same sum 
liad been laid out by the individuals from whom it 
was received, in tlie employment of productive in- 
dustry, besides giving the same iminilSc at the mo- 
ment to the industry of the state, it would have re- 
produced itself in a permanent form, and furnished a 
durable fund for tlie maintenance of labour, with- 
out taking anything fj‘om the industrions classes. If 
we suppose forty millions a-year to be in this manner 
expended by government for twenty years, tlie efiect 
would be the addition of fouf hnndred millions to the 
public debt, and the rion-exutence of eight hundred 
inillions in the hands of the people, whicli would have 
been I’eproduced by the employment of the same sum 
with ordinary profit in productive labour by the iiidi- 
'I'iduaks from wlioiii^it Avas abstracted. The final re- 
sult, therefore, is, that the ca|)ital of the state is eight 
hundred millions and the public burdens twenty 
millions rnore^ tlian tlnw otherwise would have been ; 
and, if we snp])ose that eight hundred millions to yield 
7A per cent, as the jirofits of its annual outlay, the 
national income is for ever sixty millions a-year less 
than it otherwise would have been, and the public 
burdens twenty millions a-year greater. 

There can be no doubt that this elFect would take 
place, if the whole of the L. 40,000,000 employed 
by (iroverninent on the public service were to be em- 
ployed in the maintenance of productive industry 
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by the individuals to whom it belonged. But it is 
equally clear that this never could exactly ensue. A 
large part of it would be dissipated in the form of re- 
venue, and so become equally incapable of reproducing 
itself in the hands of individuals, as in those of Govern- 
ment. But there can be no doubt that the whole Avouffl 
not be so consumed ; and, in particular, the money lent 
to Government in the shape of loans would almost all 
have been laid out by the proprietors in a productive 
form, because it is part of the capital of the state in- 
tended to be emjdoyed as a source of income, and des- 
tined, of course, to such branches of industry as repro- 
duces itself with a profit to the employer. The weight 
of taxes, too, falls with peculiar force upon tlie grow tli 
of capital ; because they abstract the liard eai-ned gains 
of the middling ranks, and, by carrying oft' that por- 
tion of their income which exceedn their necessary ex- 
penditure, dry up those little streams ^V'hose accumn- 
lated How form the great reservoir of national opulence. 

It is not unusual to hear it asserted, that it is a mis- 
take to sujipose that there is this essential distinction 
betw'cen the employment of wealth, either on the part 
of Government or of individuals in the form of re- 
venue|liand its being devoted to productive employ- 
ments in the shajie of cajiital, because it is said even 
when it is spent as revenue, it still puts the labour of 
some industrious clas.ses in motion, and rem.uns in the 
country to the eft'ect of conferring a lasting benefit 
upon society. But a little ivtlection imust be suflicient 
to show that there is a Tallaey in this observation, 
and that the difference between wealth sunk in the un- 
productive form of revenue, or in the productive one 
of manufacturing or agricuUni'al investment, is in 
I’cality just as, great as has been now stated, and. 
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consequently, tliat the direction of a large and in- 
tTeasing proportion of the national wealth annually 
to expenditure, must ojierate with great force in 
the later stages of society in diminishing the growth 
of capital, and, consequently, retarding the demand for 
labour. If capital is siient in revenue even of the 
most ephemeral or unprofitable kind, it no doubt goc.s 
from the hand of him that spends to the hand of him 
that receives, and if not laid out in the jmrchase of 
foreign luxuries, it is not idtimalely lost to the state. 
But neither is the u eaith which is laid out in produc- 
tive employment lo.st to the state ; it eijually goe.s 
from tlie hands of the spender to the hands of the re- 
ceiver ; and, therefore, in so far as it benefits the 
latter, it stands in the same situation with the expen- 
diture of money for the mere purposes of enjoyment. 
But then there is this essential distinction between the 
two cases, that the wealth which is devoted to produc- 
tive investments, in addiliou to the encouragement 
given to the iiersons employed, reproduces itself in the 
hands of the spender, and permanently enriches him and 
his descendants ; whereas tliat which is squandered in 
the purchase of luxuries is in great jiart lost to him and 
liis heirs, and reproduces itself only in the pe^ons of 
those whose productions he acquires. Thus, in the one 
case, there is a double encouragement to industry, and 
increment to national wealth : in the otlier, only a 
single one. 

It is without doubt true, tliat a certain projiortion 
must be reserved in every,, community between pro- 
ducers and consumers ; for this obvious reason, that if 
there were no consumers, and the whole wealth of the 
state were employiHl in a product! ve form, industi y could 
find no vent for its productions, and thy market for hu- 
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inaa exertion would in a great measure be stopped uj>. 
But it is the vast augmentation in the demand for Ja- 
})OTtr on the jiart of unjiroduetive consumers whicli oc- 
casions so great an effect on that demand in the later, 
compared with the earlier stages of society. The ex- 
change of tlie surplus of one productive citizen against 
tlie productive surplus produce of another, creates not 
only a inutuid encouragement to industry, but a mu- 
tual growtli of capital in the hands of both parties, 
wliereas, when one of the parties is a mere idle con- 
snmer, the growth goes on only on one side. It is tin* 
continual interchange of the surjilns of one prorlnctive 
labourer with tiiat of another of the same description, 
which is the great source of the rapid progress both iti 
wealth and numbers of young and indiistrions commu- 
nities ; while the transference of a large part of the 
national wealtii into unjiroductivc bauds, is a material 
element in inducing the stationary order of tilings 
whicli invarialily ensues in the later stages, whether 
of manufacturing or agricultural states. 

Of the first. of these stages of society, Holland and 
the Italian rciniblics in former times, amhOreat Bri- 
tain and America at ])resent, are remarkable examples ; 
of the certain advent of the latter, the present conn 
paraliveiy stationaiy condition of VTmice, Genoa, Mi- 
lan, and Florence, afford the most signal illustrations ; 
and the slightest considei’ation of the jircseiit state of 
society in the British islands., and of the vast portimis 
of its industrial wealth, vvliicli are every year detached 
from tlie encouragement of [iroductive industry, and 
stored up either in land or money, as a fund to insure 
the means of luxurious living and indolent enjoyments 
to its possessors, must be sufficient to convince every 
reflect ing mind, that this check iijiou the railway speed 



1(18 


C UANGES IN THi: PHOGRESS OF SOCIETY 


of tlie growth of capital, and consequent deninnd for 
labour, has already arrived in this country ; and that, 
l)ut for the vast colonial empire of which it forms 
the centre, the effects of which will be afterwards 
considered, it must have retarded the growth of opu- 
lence amr of mankind in this, as it has done in all 
other states. 

These considerations explain the real cause, both of 
the extraordinary [uosperity enjoyed by the labouring 
classes during the late war, and the severe depression 
Avhicli attended the return of peace. 'J^he capital of indi- 
vidiials is taken from them in the form of taxes, or ad- 
vanced by them to Government in the shaj^e of loans, 
to an enormous extent during war, and the iinrnensc 
sums thus acquired ai’e for the most part employed 
in the jiayinent of Ir.bour* Soldiers, sailors, artisans, 
mechanicKS, all are paid by GoA^ernment : jirices both 
of agricultural and rnaiuifacturing imlustry rise in 
conse((uence of the pi’ofiise expenditine of Iluit great, 
jiaymaster : rents advance, mercantile pi‘ohts are fre- 
quently high, and agoneral spirit of confidence pervades 
the state. , JJnt these intoxicating draughts are draAVU 
from the vitals of the state. The catiital AAdiich puts in 
motion so much imlustry in great part destroyed in 
the moment of its employinent; its diffusion spreads 
temporary prosperity throughout the industrious clas- 
ses, but leaves nojund behind for their iiermanent sup- 
|)ort; and Avlien the excitation arising from its rapid 
circulation has passed aAvay, the only traces Avhich 
remain are a numerous body of labourers whom it 
lias left Avithout employment, and who have become 
ii lasting burden upon the industry of the state which 
its loss has enfeebleii. The encouragement to industry, 
AA Inch arises from the ileinand for prqductiA^e labourers 
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in pacific times, is the greatest public benefit, because 
the same employment of capital which gives an im- 
pulse at the moment reproduces itself, and creates a 
fund for their future maintenance : the encourage-. 
ment arising from a profuse war expenditure is often in 
the end a great calamity, because it spriiif^s from the 
destruction ofthe capital which had occasioned it ; and 
annihilates the resources from which the population 
whom it has produced is to be maiytained. 

Had Grea^ Britain not been involved in tlie ardu- 
ous and unavoidable struggle for her existence with 
the French Kevolution, tlie relative situation of her 
capital and her people would have been very different 
during the tvv'enty years wliich followed its termina- 
tion from what they actually were. The encourage- 
ment to population during the feverish years of the 
war would have been less ; ])riees vvould have under- 
gone no extraordinary elevation ; wages would have 
remained more stationary. Her superfluous capital, 
which was beginning to overflow at its commence- 
ment, Avoiild have daily become more redundant, and in 
consequence more directed into foreign employment: 
the eneouragement to industry from its emjiloyment 
would have been chiefly felt by foreign states, and the 
increase in the labouriim' classes at home would liave 
been sensibly retarded. ]:>ut if no feverish pre.sejit 
excitation would have been experienced, similar to that 
produced by the expenditure of the war, no siinilar re- 
verse Avoidd haA'e been felt by the return of peace ; 
one-tenth of the poi)ulati,on of J3ngland would not in 
1818 have been supported by parochial relief, nor their 
cost have been L. 7,870,000 a-year the capital av'ail- 
able to the maintenance of domestic industry would 

» ^ ]'oi terV. i. s-:!. 
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have been far greater, aiid the luuiibers requiring its 
support much less. The situatioii, therefore, of the la- 
bouring classes, would have been much more com fort- 
able, though tlu ir total ainount would have been simd- 
lor tJjMti they iiovv are. A consideral)lc portion ol the 
national w^oallh might have been lost in iinprudenl 
loans to foreign governments, or unfortunate specu- 
lations in distant states; but flie proportion thus lost 
would ha\ai t)een yiucli less than w^is destroyed by 
the long-contiiiiiod consuinj)tion of the war ; and even 
if it liad been the sanie, it woidd not Itave left beJnnd 
the lasting I>ur(le}i of indigent paupers, for wlnurj 
tliere is little employment, or opj)ressive loans, for 
wliicii taxes must be levied. 

III. The increased outlay on the part of imli- 
vidiials and government, wliich follows t!ic auginente. - 
lion of weaith, affects tlie demaiid i\>r labour, not on- 
ly by cliecking the growtii of capita], but by r;asiiig the 
prices oftlie jiecessaries of life, ami coiise({uenliy the 
moiiey u ages of (he woi*kiiig classes. A profi^s<: ex- 
penditure is always attended by high [)ru*os : where 
luouey is spread abroad with an unsparing iiand, it 
purchases far less of food or the conveniences of 
life than where it is less abiuidant. The extrenn* 
ditlercnce in prices in remote jirovinces and the me- 
tropolis in every country, and bet\veeH tlie value of 
the sajne sum, in an opulent and an indigent stale, 
place this trutli beyojul a donlit. The v eil known 
expression of Johnson, wlien.informed of the low price 
of eggs in the Highlands of Scotland, that it was 
not because eggs were many, but heeause pence were 
JeicT ]>oints to llie great effect of a s(*aiity ciiTulatioii 
upon t!i(‘ juaci" of subsi^^ence. I'lie ,inor(* tliat the 
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cii’Ciilatioii is increased the less does its value become, 
and consequently tiie more are tlie money prices of 
every article augmented. 

If this is true of an increased exi)enditiire on 
the part of individuals^ still more is it true of 
the far greater outlay of government, nie •effect 
of war upt)ii the prices of every article of comfort 
or necessity is proiligious. AV’^lieat in 1792, xvas 
forty shillings a quarter: in 1810, it had ai'isen to 
120 shillings^* ami tiiis price coiitinued ^vitli little 
variatiuin while tlie oullay of tive Avar continued, 
'^riie retui'ii of peace has inaterially low'erc'd prices : 
on an average from 1815 to 1810, it lias been about 
58 shilliiigs a quarter, SiiU tins })rice is very greait 
compared with wiiut it bears at Daulzic or Odessa, 
where it varies from 20 to 85 shilling's^ It is needless 
to eiilarge farther on a fact so well knovs )), and so com- 
])letely o])eu to daily obserAoition. 

7’he increased circulation re(iiiirvd ihv the inter- 
change of an extended commerce, and Avliich the sid)- 
stitution of paper tor the precious metals sf) rcathly 
aifords, has a iiiost imjK)rlaiit eileci on fhe rate (tf 
prices. There caniioi be the smallest doubt liiat a. 
great addition to the circulating medium rapidly raises 
the money price of every article, and lliat a corre- 
sponding diminution immediate]}’^ lowers thejn. The 
elfect of throwing an increased quaiitity of money in- 
to the market is precisely similar to that of thiowiig;' 
an enlarged suppiy^ of graiji : its value is lowered, 
and the price of every a.i'ticle is cie rated . Tiiis 
change is speedily brought about by the extendiai 
consumption of every iudividuah and the enhanced 
demand for labour which univ(‘rsal coufulence [>ro- 

•' ’rooke s iViro-, ii. Ijaik 
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duces. When the issues of bankers are plentiful, 
credit is immediately established : the pressure of debts 
ceases to be so severe, from the lenity of creditors in 
exacting tliem : orders are freely given from the re- 
moteness of the period at which payment is required : 
every jnah’s pockets are full of money, and universal 
prosperity appears to prevail. This was the state of 
Britain during the year 1824 and the first half of 1825, 
and equally so in 1835 and 1836. High prices neces- 
sarily follow such an extended circulation : they are 
brought about by an immediate increase in consump- 
tion and speculation 

This was the true elFect of tlie excessive issue of pa- 
per which followed the suspension of cash jiayments in 
1797, concerning which so much has been written. 
Foreigners universally, speculative men in this coun- 
try frequently, have mistaken the effect and the symp- 
toms of the depreciation in the currency which fol- 
lowed that measure. It produced no effect upon tlie 
value of bank notc.s as compared with the precious 
metals, but a great effect upon tfie value of the tvhofe 
circulation^ paper and metal a together, as compared 
with the other articles of life.* The proof of the de- 
preciation Avas to be found, not in the bank-note be- 
ing only worth 15 shillings, but in price of wheat 
being 120 shilling.^ instead ^'{iO. If the bank-note 
had only brought 15 shillings, that would have been 

* The antlior is well aware that the Bullion Comnhttoe, in 1810, 
were c orreet in point of fact in reportinfr, that the same debt, if paid in 
g-old, could he discluuged for 25 4)er cent, less than if paid in paper. 
But that was not because “ notes were many, but because g“uineas were 
tew, ^ riie war had drained them all away to the peninsula or tlve 
Austrian tenitories for the war of 1809. -The real effect of the ^'ast 
issue of paper ap))eared in the rapid rise in the jirice of all articles. — 
‘See Alisoift; History of Europe, viii. Chap. l.\. p. 00. 
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HO p?'oqf'oi the circulation being excessive, Imt only 
of the credit of the bank being doubtful. The true 
proof of the medium of exchange being redundant 
was the high price of every article of life, whether 
paid in paper, gold, or silver. 

•The depreciation of paper is of two kinds, arising 
fi’om totally different causes. One species arises from 
dimhiished credit of the bank which issues, and is to 
he found in the lessened value of the note, as com- 
pared with the other circulation. If a bank-note will 
only sell for fifteen shillings, this is an indication of 
that species of depreciation. Another kind arises 
from the excessive plenty of the whole circulation, 
paper and metals together, arising from an ov'^er-issue 
of paper ; and the proof of it is to be found, not in the 
lessened value of the notes, as compared with the 
other circulation, but in the dirnini.shed value of the 
wliole circulation, when applied to the purchase of the 
other articles of life. If corn rises from 50 to 100 
shillings a quarter after such an issue of paper, that is 
the proof that this species of depreciation has taken 
place. If the paper of tlie Bank of England was ever 
affected by the first species of decline in value, it was 
for a few w'eeks only ; for no man can recollect the 
period U'hen he was, for any length of time, refused twen- 
ty shillings for a Bank of England pound note : the 
second species of depreciation affected the country for 
above twenty years, and has reciu-red more than once 
since cash payments were resumed. 

There is a permanent J^rovision in the laws of Na- 
ture for a decline in the value of the circulating me- 
dium, and consequent elevation of prices, in every state 
which has advanced far in the career of opulence. 
Abundance of 'yealth will always produce habits of 
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expense : these liabits will as uniformly draw after 
them an extended circulation, and high prices. The 
activity and increase of commercial capital will re- 
quire an enlarged medium of circulation, and such 
an enlargement must render jirices high, compar- 
ed with \Vhat they are when it is more contracted. 
No provisions of the Legislature can check the ope- 
ration of those equalizing princiiiles. If the power of 
issuing hank notes were to he wholly withdrawn frdm 
the British capitalists, human iugenuitywould speedi- 
ly find the means of supplying the deficiency. The 
bills of individuals or private comiianies, to which no 
restrictions can be imposed, would be sentTorthto fill 
up the void, and the dangers of paper circulation would 
reajipear in a new and still more alarming form. 

It would, perhaps, be going too far to affirm, that 
there is a permanent provision in the principles of 
human nature for tlie extravagance of Government, 
and the contraction of ruinous debts in the later stages 
of society; but this much may safely be asserted, 
that in no instance with which history makes us ac- 
quainted, h^s any state risen to a higli degree of wealth 
and opulence without incun-ing such burdens. It.was 
tlie severity of the Athenian taxes, levied chiefly on the 
cities in alliance with tlie republic, which rendered all 
the provinces of that flourishing empire so disaffect- 
ed, and reduced the power of the state on the first con- 
siderable reverse to the strength of the metropolis 
alone. * The weight of the Homan taxes was so se- 
verely felt, in the later stages of the empire, as to ren- 
der the inhabitants of the provinces indifferent to the 
})reservation of the Homan power, and prepare the 


^ Mitftmrs Oreeoe, iv. 11^,115. 
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way for tlie inroad of the Gothic tribes.* Holland 
and Venice, as Mr Smith has observed,! in modern 
times, have successively sunk under the weight of their 
public debt : and in France, before the Revolution, it 
appeared, from M. Neeker’s celebrated exposition, tliat 
tlie annual interest of the debt Avas 260 millions, equi- 
valent to L. 11,500,000 Sterling ; the annual charges of 
Government 380 millions, or L. 16,700,000, while the 
total revenue Avas only 480 millions, or L. 21,000,000 
Sterling; leaving an annual deficit of above L.7j000,000, 
to be added to the debt of the state, j: In England, 
the public debt is still above L. 750,000,000, and the 
annual charge, notwithstanding tlui I’eduction of inte- 
rest, above L. 29,500,000 and this immense burden 
has been contracted entirely since 1792, — the sinking 
fund having ]>aid otl' all the debt which existed at that 
period. * * 

To those who are unaccustomed to contemplate tlie 
prodigious elfect which these changes have upon tlie 
fortune, esjieeially of coinmercial states, even when no 
peculiar cause of external disaster has overthrown 
their power, or dried up their resources, it inay be in- 
structive to contemplate the picture which the history 
of the Italian republics affords. Florence, which now 
can number only 75,000 inhabitants, contained at the 
close of the fifteenth century 150,000, and, in 1496, 
ventured to measure strength wdth Chaides VIII. at the 
head of all the feudal power of France. |j At tliat pe- 
riod, and for nearly a century before, it had engross- 
ed the cgmmerce of the south of Europe, and its private 

* Gibbon’s Rome, iii. 88 and 9.3. f Wealth orKations, iii.310. 

t Joinini Vie de Napoleon, i. 4^84, § Poiter’s Tra^. ii. 290, 

!j Sisraondi, xii. 108. 
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merchants numbered all tlie Govermnents of Europe 
among their debtors. * Pisa at a still earlier period 
contained 1 40,000 inhabitants, whereas its population 
is now reduced to 17,000.f When the rival fleets of 
Genoa and Pisa fought at La Meloria, in 12^4, each 
bore as many sailors as manned the English and 
French fleets at Trafalgar, and 11,000 of the van- 
quished party were carried off to the Genoese prisons.]; 
Venice at one period numbered 43,000 sailors in her 
fleet, whereas the whole population capable of bearing 
arms does not now amount to rieai-ly that number. 
I’lie immense extent of the buildings in mo.st of the 
towns of Tuscany, as Sienna, Pistoia, &c. which are now 
hardly inhabited, jirove how great the numbers of their 
inhabitants were in former, compared to what they are 
in modern times. The latter of these cities fonnerlv 
contained 40,000 souls ; at present it iKirdly possesses 
8000.^ 

It is, notwithstanding this extraordinary decline in 
the Italian manufacturing towns, well worthy of ob- 
servation, that the productive powers of the soil not 
only have undergone no diminution, but that such has 
been the rapid increase of the suriilus produce of the 
Italian agriculturists, that it has more than compen- 
sated the whole decay of their manufacturing indus- 
try. “ Notwithstanding the great diminution of the 
population of the Italian towns” says Chateauvieux, 1| 
“ there is reason to believe not only that the inhabi- 
tants of Italy, upon fke whole, have gone on progres- 
sively increasing during all this period, but tliat they 
are at this moment more numerous than they were at 

* Villani. 8-24. f Hallain’s Middle Ages, i. 454. 

:f. Sismondi, iv. li, § CImteauvieux, 82. I| Ibid. 300, 
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any former period of its liistoiy, not exce{)ting tlie 
most flourishing days of the Roman Empire. The 
population of Tuscany was calculated about the year 
1780 at 1,000,000 ; it is novv considerably above that 
number.^' In Fruili the population, in 1581, was 
196 , 546 ; in 1755 , it contained *342,158 iilhabitants. 
In the district of Padua there were, in 1760, 240,866 
souls; in 1781, 288,300. In short, if many parts of 
Italy are not novv so populous as tliey \v ere during the 
flourishing thnes of her Republics, the deficiency is 
more than comjiensated by the great agricidtural in- 
crease in other districts ; or at least, that increase has 
advanced rapidly during the last hundred years, to fill 
the blanks occasioned by the (Commercial decline and 
poJiticarchanges of ilie sixteentli ecmtury* 

The cause of this remarkable decrease among the 
inbabitants of the great towns, and increase in the 
agricultural pojMilation, is to be found in the entire 
decay of mercantile and manufacturing industry 
which followed the changes iu the cliaimels of com- 
merce, and the establisliment of the Spanisli dominion 
over the whole country, in the early part of the six- 
teentli century. | The wealth of all tlic cominercial 
cities was in conserpience turned to the j)virchase of 
land, the only remaining emplojaneiit in which it 
could find any profit ; and so universal was the trans- 
ference, that, before the close of the sixteenth century, 
the commercial was everywhere converted into a land- 
ed aristocracy. So hirge a proportion of the people has, 
since the loss of Italian independence, been directed to 
rural pursuits, that it is now calculated at fifteen out of 
the nineteen njillionsof which her })opnlati(ni consists.! 
Ill truth, the same causes which lead to extrava- 

Paoletti, 58. | xvi. )5R. Cjiatoaus ienx, sj, 

VOI., I. M 
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gance in individuals, when they become opulent, pro- 
duce the same eflect u])ou natioiis when their resources 
are abundaiii. Tlie power of borrowing money with 
facility is the cause of tlie almost universal embarrass- 
ments in wliicli the landed proprietors ot every rich 
country ane involved : a danger from wliicli the in- 
dustrious classes are in a great measure removed by 
the want of creiiil, which restricts their expenditure 
to their income. The same cause produces the pul)lie 
debt of all long established governments ot wealthy 
communities. In tlie vicissitudes of human affairs, 
emergencies fre(picntly occur wdien it is difficult to 
avoid war, and when the ]>ul)lic voice irresistil)ly urges 
them to commence it. When this lia])pens, tlie im- 
mense hnmedia/c advantage of raising supplies with- 
out materially augrnenting* the taxes of the country, 
inevitably loads to tlie contraction of loans, which 
jirove an extreme burden wlieii tlie excitation of the 
moment has s\ibsided, and the lasting obligation only 
remains. IJut, as in jirivate life, eacli succeeding ge- 
neivition falls into the same erroi’s with that which 
preceded it, without paying the smallest regard to the 
lessons of experience : so in public atlairs, the deduc- 
tions of poiitical experience are forgotten when new 
combinations arise, and the imjnilse of otlier passions 
is fell. It is unjust to lay this to the charge of go- 
vernments only : in such measures they are cordially 
seconded by their subjects, and by none more tlian in 
free states, wliose iuliabitants are always inclined to 
shift the expense of hostilities as inucli as possible 
trorn their own shoulders on those of posterity. In 
truth, the passion for ^va^, and the excitation arising 
irom its prosecution, produces as important effects in 
civilized as in ruder times : and is one of the great out- 
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lets by wliicli the superfluous wealth of opuleut states 
is drawn off, and a limitation j)rovided to tlie deinaud 
for labour iu the later stages of society. 

The wasteful expeuditure of goveniment iu ojmlent 
states, produces this cfTect not only by the immediate 
consumption of capital whicli it occasions/ but by tlie 
permanent burden which it aflixes to the price of sub- 
sistence and the wages of labour. During tlie period 
of its expenditure, it raises tiie price of every article 
either of neccssit)' and cojivenience, and consequeiiily 
elevates the money wages of the labouring classes : 
after it has ceased, it produces the same effect by the 
continual exaction of taxes to iniy tlie interest of tin* 
loan contracted to meet it. Thus the eflect of such 
expenditure on the part of government is more power- 
ful than if the same sidu had been squandered by 
individuals ; in the one ease tlie capital only is lost, 
in the otiier, ill addition to that etfect. an annual bur- 
den created. 

When the price of jirovisions, and the money wages 
of labour, are in this manner permanently ixiised by 
the profuse expenditure of individuals and govern- 
ment in a rich country, by the depreciation in the 
value of the circulating medium wdiich arises from the 
extended issues of paper, and the abundance of tlie 
precious metals springing from the necessities of au 
extended commerce, and by the burdens wliieJi taxes 
and public debts have fixed upon the industry of the 
people, a most important limitation to the demand foi‘ 
labour is created. Imjiortatiou both of the necessaries 
of life, and of many of its conveniences, is encouraged 
by the difference between tlie cost at wliich they can 
be raised abroad and at home. Exportation is checked 
by the high, rale of labour, and the consequent difie- 
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rence ot' price betvv'een domestic and foreign commo- 
dities. Wliere the wages of labour are raised by the 
permanent elevation of the price of the necessaries of 
life, {;n immediate and inevitable check is given to 
the extension of its demand ; and that equally whe- 
ther the ingenuity of man overcomes the disadvantage 
or not. In the one case, foreign industry ol)tains the 
preference to domestic — in the other, it is equally su- 
perseded by the a])plication of mechanical contrivance. 

Of the reality of this most jmwerful check u])on the 
demand for labour, ami consequent increase of man- 
kind in the later stages of society, tlie British cinjhre 
at this time affords the most striking illustration, 
liver since the peace of 1814 exposed the Britisli 
manufactuiTTS to the galling competition oi foreign 
industry, the most inces.sant and ap])arenlly well- 
grounded complaints have been made by our manu- 
facturers, that they are unable to withstand the com- 
petition of other states, in which subsistence can be 
acquired with greater case, and the remuneration of 
wn)rkmen is chcai»er. The difference in the money 
w'ages of labour jtaid in these islands and on the Con- 
tinent of Europe is prodigious ; the talde (pioted in 
the note^ shew's, that the sums paid in some of these 
states to labourers, are not a fourth of what are paid 

• Mr Greig of Mmuliostcr states tlie price of “ coiitiuental labour” 
to be as ibllows : 



os. sd. |ier 

week of 

hour.s, 

Swit/erland, 

4.S. .'>d. 

do. 

8sf do. 

Austria, 

4.S. Od. 

tlo. 

7(> do. 

Tyrol, 

.3s. 9(1. 

<lo. 

88 do. 

Saxony, 

3s. (id. 

do. 

7^ do. 

lb)nn on the HI line. 

2s. «d. 

do. 

84- do . ; 


being an avenige of 3s. I ]3,|. per week of 79 lionrs. Tlie saine gen- 
tleman States tbe existing wages ot Knglisbnien to range from lOs. to 
riOs. a wet'lv. 
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to the same class in this country. AVheii matters 
have come to this point, one or other of two alterna- 
tives must take place: either the foreign market for 
the inanufactiires of tlie country, so overburdened with 
the plenty, and, consecpiently, low value of money, 
must be entirely lost, and its lioine artisaVis exposed 
to the ruinous competition of foreign industry even in 
the su])i)l)^ of their own couiiti-y ; or the increased 
cost of production must be compensated by the enlarg- 
ed and moro skilful use of machinery. In either case 
tlie effect is the same ; the demand of labour in the 
old and opulent state is either altogether checked or ma- 
terially retarded by the substitution of machinery, on a 
great scale, for the workmanship of the human hand. 

IV. These considerations lead to another most im- 
portuiit liniitatioii to the demand for labour, in the later 
stages of society, arising from the dirhiou of lahout\ 
and the inventions and iin]>rovement of machinery, 

111 simple tfines, and in agricultural states, almost 
every article, wlietiier of subsistence or accommoda- 
tion, is iiroduced by Inimaii labour. Not only is the 
produce of liie fields raised and converted into the 
foiiu required for sitbsislence by the toil of the 
husbandman, hut the inanufacfures which are ex- 
changed for his surplus produce are wuxnight into va- 
rious forms by the manual labour of tlie artisan. The 
greatest works which tlie world lias ever \vitnessed, 
tlie pyramids of Egypt, the wall of China, tlie Cyclo- 
pean piles, the Roman highways, were formed by the 
unaided efforts of huinan strength ; and it was the un- 
limited power of commandiug sucli exertions, which 
enabled the government of these countries to accom- 
plisli these stijpcndous undertakings. The various 
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operations of baking, brewing, building, and making 
clothing, were in early times carried on by the agricvil- 
tiiral labourers tluiriselves, and in many parts of the 
world this primitive custom still continues. As this 
combination of employments is unavoidable before the 
separation n)f professions, and the growth of cities, so 
it is the state where the greatest possible encourage- 
ment is afforded to industry, because the wdiole ope- 
rations reipiired by society are accomplished by tlie 
human liand. 

If tliis state of things had continued after capital 
had begiin to acciimuJate, and tlie demand for lab<)ur 
htid increased with the extension of the wants of men, 
the most dangerous consequences to public })ros- 
perity must have ensued. If the same amouut of 
labour were requisite to provide the articles of neces- 
sity and convenience, in the later as the earlier stages 
of society, it is impossible to say how soon every state 
would have arrived at the limits of its increase. The 
whole encouragement arising from life extension of 
tlie wealth and numbers of mankind, being brought to 
lienr directly u]>on the demand fur labour, population 
would advance with too rapid strides, and society 
would arrive at a stationary condition before the li- 
mitations provided to the principle of increase could 
be developed. Fortunately this can never occur, in con- 
sequence of the operation of causes which begin to be 
felt even before their effects are required in tlie world. 

Co;:val witli the birth of society, tliere spring up a 
succession of causes vvdiieli , retard the effect of an in- 
creasing desire for the productions of industry, and 
operate witli increasing force as mankind approach a 
stationary condition. 

Tlie separation of professions whicli arises so early 
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ill the progress of inankiiid, is the first circiuiistance 
\rhich limits the eflCect of inereasiiig wealth on the dc- 
niaiid for labour. The division of eniployinent is soon 
found to facilitate every species of industry : the ad- 
vantages of an undivided attention to a particular pur- 
suit are so great as to force themselves tipon the at- 
tention of men in an early period of civilization. The 
consequence of tins cliange is, to jirevent the increase 
in the demand for the jirodnctions of human industry 
from giving 'the same impulse to jiopulation, which it 
would liave done, if no such cause had interfered to 
intercept its eth'cts. If ten men are enabled, from the 
sejiaration of employments, t<» do the work of twenty, it 
is quite clear that the enconragementto ))opulation aris- 
ing from the augmented vent for its |)roduce, is reduced 
to one-half of what it otherwise would have been. It 
is this cause which is felt with such sevei’ity at that 
stage of improvement, when the division of labour is 
applied to agricultural juirsuits ; and when tin- soil, 
instead of being cultivated by a numerous body of small 
tenants, who carry on all the jtuIc manufactures which 
they require in their own cottages, is engrossed by a 
smaller number of great faiTiier.s, u ho conduct agi i- 
culture on an improved system, and jiurchase from 
others all the manufactured articles which they re- 
quire. The immediate consequence of such a change 
is the depopulation of the country, and the augmen- 
tation of cities. This elfect was experienced in Eng- 
land in the Avhole of the last centuiy, during which 
the complaints of political, w riters on the decrease of 
the rural population, and the engrossing of farms, were 
incessant;* and it has been recently felt wdth still 
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greater severity iu tlie Higlilands of Scotland, where 
no manufacturing cities were at hand to give employ- 
ment to tile numerous agricultural labourers w'hom 
the engrossing* of farms, and the introduction of sheep- 
farming left witliout occupation, and who have been 
driven to the wilds of America, in search of that sub- 
sistence which was denied them in their native soil.* 

In the progress of improvement the division of la- 
bour comes to operate not less powerfully upon the 
manufacturing classes. It is hardly jiossible to esti- 
mate the reduction, wliich the simiile division of em- 
jiloyment, without the, addition of any machinery, 
makes in the quantity of human laboui- rt;<piired in 
many branches of industry. “ A common smitli,” 
says Mr Smith, “Who, though accustomed to handle 
the hammer, has never been used to make, nails, can 
scarce make above two or three hundreil nails a-dav, 
and those, too, very bad ones. A smith whose sole 
occupation is not making nails can seldom with the ut- 
most diligence make inqi'cthan 800 or 1000 daily. I 
have seen several boys under twenty years of age, who 
had never exercised an}' other trade than that of mak- 
ing nails, who could make each of them 2300 nails a- 
day.”-|- 

The effects of the separation of employments in in- 
creasing the quantity of produce which a given num- 
ber of agricultural labourers can raise from the so'l, 
is not less remarkable. From the saving of time, and 
the increased skill which attends the prosecution of a 
single pui-suit, the quantity of subsistence which the 
same number of labourers are able to raise from the 

Lord Selkirk on Ili^hlaiid Enn|Tifition, j>. 37. 

i Wealth of Nations, i. 
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earth is more than doubled. This separation has 
been carried much farther in Britain than Fnaiice, in 
consequence of the extent of its nianufactures, and tlie 
rapid improvement of its agriculture. Accordingly it 
is ascertained, as already noticed, that in France tiventy 
millions of agricultural labourers maintain themselves, 
and raise food for ten millions of manufacturers or 
artisans, and other classes, whereas in England, 
millions of agricultural laboui'ers not only supj)ort 
themselves and their families, but raise sufficient food 
for about fifteen millions of the commercial and mariu-* 
facturing classes.^ If tlie same proportion existed in 
France, the population would be nearly one Inindred 
millions, of whom seventy-five millions would be 
maiiitanied by the twenty iniJlions who now cultivate 
its soil. 

It has been fully demonstrated in the wealth of na- 
tions, f that the division of labour is regulated by the 
extent of the ^narket ; that it prevails in a very slight 
degree in the rude periods of society, and is gradual- 
ly increased and brought to perfection,^ witli tlie ex- 
tension of coiunierce and the progress. of opulence. 
This limitation, therefore, uj)on the demand for la- 
bour, like all the otlicrs whicli are provided by na- 
ture, is called into activity when the circumstances of 
society require its operation. It is not felt till that pe- 
riod has arrived when an unlimited increase in the 
demand for lai)Our might he attended with dangerous 
effects to the future welfare of tlie species. 

It is not unusual, iiidepd, to hear it stated, that the 
division of labour is the cause of an demand 

for its productions, by opening a market for domestic 

^ Porters of tlie Nation, i. of). 

f Wealth oj' Nation-^, i. 
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industry in foreign states ; and there can be no doubt 
that the expoi't sale of manufactures is increased by 
every thing which lessens the cost of their produc- 
tion at home. But this enlarged demand is the 
consequence of the diminution of labour which has 
been effected by tlie separation of employment, and 
it only increases Avith the progress of that deci’case. 
We must not estimate the eflect of such a demand 
upon the progress of population, therefore, hy its ef- 
fect upon the productions of human iudfistry, or up- 
on the amount of mamifiicturing opulence. It owes 
its existence to the saving: of human labour vvdiich has 
beon efi'ected, and ceases to extend wlieu tliat saving 
has been carried to its ntinost extent. Whatever, 
therefore, may lie tlie additions to national wc'alth or 
tothcproduce of national industry, wliicliinay beeirect- 
cd by the application of the division of labour to inanu- 
faeturing industry, its eifect upon the increase of po- 
pulation is niucli less considerable ; and tliat direct 
impulse to the multiplication of the species, wliich the 
demand for manufactures affords in the early periods 
of society, is. sensibly weakened in its later stages. 

With the division of labour there springs up tlie 
mmmtion and impr<)venienf of wachmerip which comes 
in the progress of wealth to have the most important 
effects 111)011 the demand for labour* 7 "he ajiplication 
of machinery to manufactures is early perceived to 
be an advantage ; but it is the pressure of taxes, and 
the high nioney jirice of labour, which set human 
ingenuity at work to irnprov.e the jiowers thus acquir- 
ed. Without such assistance the manufacturer finds 
himself unable to withstand the competition of states 
where the money wages of labour are lower, and 
the farmer to meet tlie foreign grower, in the supply 
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of llie home market. Necessity, the mother of inven- 
tion, overcomes this disadvantage by the machinery 
which improved art produces, and the ingenuity which 
mechanical knowledge develoiies. To such improve- 
ments no limit can be assigned. With the progress 
of science, and tlie extensions of art, the silbstitutiori 
of machinery for human labour is carried to an incon- 
ceivable extent. Tlie steam-engiilt*, the cotton rnachi- 
nejyof Sir It. Arkwriglit, tlie steam-pow er looms, have 
totally altered tlie relative situation of the British and 
foreign manufacturers ; and enabled the former, not- 
withstanding the lieavy burdens av itli which they had 
to contend, to underst^li great part of Ibrcdgn artists, 
even in the sujiply of their owui markets. The cotton 
manufactures exported at this moment amount to 
L. Jj4,()()(),()()0 yearly : but for tlie niacJiinery em- 
ployed they wor^jd not exist.'*" The cottons of In- 
dia, traiisjiorted to this country, arid wrouglit into 
muslins by the steam-power looms of JMauchestor 
and Glasgow^ are able to undersell tlie native arti- 
sans of Ilindostaii, wdio w^ork for a penny a-day, 
even in tlie supply of the Indian market. The freight 
of the cotton from India to Jiritain ; the exiiense of 
manufacturing the rude article in this country, where 
wages are twenty times as higli as in Hindostaa ; the 
freight back to the Indian market, all are compensat- 
ed by the diminution of hiiinaii labour wdiich the ap- 
plication of niachiiiery produces. 

It is liardly |K)ssible to estimate the elfect of this 
substitution of maebinery for liunian labour on the 
progress of population, in the opulent and advanced 
stages of society. It pervades every branch of indus- 
try, and operates with increasing force as the growth 

^ M'Ciillcdrs Stutibtici orBritisli Empire, h 
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of wealth raises the money wages of labour, by af- 
fecting the price of subsistence. It has been cal- 
culated by e.\j>erienccd persons, that, if the whole 
cotton inainifacturcs of Great Britain were wrought 
by thf^ human liaml, without the assistance of ma- 
chinery, ‘they would re({uire two hundred millions 
of labourers udiereas hardly 800,000 are at ])re- 
sent employed in "that manufacture.. The same di- 
minution in the demand ibr labour arises from the 
extension of machinery in a greater or Jess degree to 
every branch of indu.stry. The application ot the 
steam-engine to the navigation of vessels at sea ; the 
discovery of the mode of working silk by inacliiiiery ; 
the substitution of tlie thrashing-machine for manual 
labour in agriculture ; the formation of woollen cloth 
by mechanical contrivance, are a few of the instances 
in which the same elfect h.is taken p^^acc. The common 
complaint, that the extension of our exports produces 
no corresponding elevation in the wages of manufac- 
turing industry, ju'oves how powerfully this principle 
operates in intercepting the encouragement Avhich 
otheru’ise would affect the progress of our poj)ulation. 
The exports of Great Britain to all parts of the world, 
on an av'erage of seven years ending 180G, were 
L. 23,000,000 : on an average of seven years ending 
1836, they were L.7 4.000,000. The poi)ulation of tlie 
island at the first ])eriod was 10,942,000 ; at the last 
it was 1 8,000,000.f This remarkable difference de- 
monstrates how powerfully the principle.s which have 

♦ “ Karli workruari mow duos or-'/atluT sMporiritonds as iimcli work 
as would liave boon done by TiiOO or 300 sixty years ag“o. As much 
work is doneliy a steam power mill with 7;>0 men as 200,000 could do 
witlioutmacbinery.; — M‘Cnlloch, i. 0T8. 

t Tortef'^s IVogress of the Nation, i. II, and ii. OH, and Hi.sc and 
Proa'fo.s oi OtJtton Mamdacturc, 21-3. 
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now been dev eloped have interfered, during tiiis period, 
between the augmentation of the produce of industry, 
and the actual multiplication of the labourers. 

It is the perception of this fact which renders these 
improvements in machinery so great an object of jea- 
lousy to the manufacturing classes, aijd gives rise to 
so many dissensions between them anmtlieir employ- 
ers, in seasoijs of public distress. Nothing can be more 
mistaken, hovv^evei’, than the idea wliich they enter- 
tain, that, if they could only get <piit of the obnoxious 
engines, the demand for the pi-oduce of their industry 
vv’ould be vvliolly felt by the working-classes. If the ma- 
chinery of Britain were destroyed, the exportof its ma- 
nufacturei^ would almost entirely cease. l''he saving 
of expense produced by its use alone enables our manu- 
facturers to counteract the high price of labour and the 
U'eight of taxes, and to compete with strangers in the 
supply of the foreign market. But for these advaui- 
tages, they would be unable to retain tlic supjily of 
their own people. So far from" machinery, therefore, 
being really Jnirtful to British industry, it alone en- 
ables our labours to maintain their ground against 
the exertions of rivnl states. It is the operation of a 
law of Nature, destined to restrain the demand for 
labour in the .advanced stages of society, which really 
is felt by the British operatives ; and tiffs law, in 
its effect on population, no human exertions ai’e able to 
avmid ; for its influence upon the ju ice of the ]>roduce 
of industiy can be avoided only by ellecting a dimi- 
nution in the number of hands emjdoyed in the work- 
ing ui> of highly wrought articles. 

It is probable, that, wUiatever extension the exjior- 
tation of our manufactures may receive infutui'e years. 
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there will be no conesponding increase in tiie number 
of our operative workmen. They may jiossibly not be 
able to maintain their pi'esent numbers. Human in- 
genuity will daily extend the application of machinery 
to the dillerent branches of industry, and the produce 
of the 110*1101141 labour will be augmented without a 
proportional Ificrease in the number of its working- 
classes. Judging from the past, tliere is .no reason to 
believe that mechanical improvenient ha.s rcacliod its 
final limit. It ajipears rather coiiimenciiig a career to 
which imagination itself can affix no termination. 

To the friends of mankind, there is no change in 
the destinies of the species, which is a fitter subject 
for congratulation than that which has nov^been con- 
sidered. Of all the effects whicli the progress of ci- 
Aulisation jnoduces, there is none so deplorable as the 
degrailation of the human character wliich arises from 
the habits of the manufacturing classes. 'J ''he' assem- 
blage of large bodies of men in one ]ilace ; the close 
confinement to which they ai*e subjected ; the ])ro- 
niiscuous intercourse of the sexes at an early period 
of life ; and the debasement of intellect which arises 
from uniformity of occuiiation, all conspire to de- 
grade and corrupt mankind. Persons unacrpiainted 
with the manners of the lower orders in the great ma- 
nufacturi/!|f cities of Britain, can form no adequate 
conception of the habits which prevail among them. 
Ill Glasgow, at this moment, {1810,) there are three 
thoi'jsand public-houses among 290,000 persons in- 
cluded in 58,000 families ^ being nearly one puhlic- 
lioufie for every twenty families. The number of in- 
habited houses is about 30,600, so that every tenth 
house is appropriated to the sale of spirits : a proper- 
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tiou luiexainpled, it is believed, in any other city of 
the globe.* This number has risen from 1600 since 
the year 1821, though not more than 140,000 souls 
have been, during the same period, added to the popu- 
lation.f Seasons of adversity lead to no improvement 
in the habits of these U'orkmen ; tlie recurrence of 
prosperity brings with it the usual attendants of pro- 
fligacy and intemperance. Ten or tvvd#ty thousand 
workmen are more or less intoxicated every Saturday, 
and for the .most of Sunday ; every farthing which 
can be sjiarcd is too often converted into ardent spi- 
rits. The same individuals who, a year before, were 
reduced to pawn their last shreds of furniture to pro- 
cure subsistence, recklessly throw away the surplus 
earnings of more jirosperoils times in the lowest de- 
bauchery. The warnings of religion, the dictates of 
prudence, the means of instruction, the lessons of ad- 
versity, are alike overwhelmed by the passion for mo- 
mentary gratilication. It seems the peculiar effect of 
such debasing employments, to render the condition of 
men precarious .at the same time that it makes their 
habits irregular ; to subject them at once to the most 
trying fluctuations of condition, and the most fatal 
imjjrovidence of character. 

The prevalence of such habits is in the highest de- 
gree dangerous to the increase of mankind. Notliing- 
more ruinous to public welfare can be imagined than 
the existence of a large body of men in the state, 
whose employment is uncertain, while their passions 

• fn 18.10 then.' was, in the n Jio'ie of’tilasfrow, I s])ii it .shop foi- ovory 
12 houses : tiovv il, is 1 in 10. — ('leland’s t’olio .Stati.stics of (ilasjro\v, 
261, 203. Ttiore are about 12.a0 .spirit .shops in tlie royalty, and lS(»f) 
in the suhurhan districts, v^'ithin tlio I’arliainentary limits. 

•f- Cleland’s .StiitLstics ol tllas/row in 1810, p. 11. 
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are uncontrolled: u hose increase, like that of the lower 
animals, is wholly uninfluenced by the dictates of rea- 
son, and who are steady in nothing but the indulgence 
of desire. Experience has ])roved accordingly, that 
the proportion of marriages in these classes is imich 
greater thali in the agricidtural districts ; and the in- 
crease of population is still more rapid, as the dissolu- 
tion of manifft’s has multiplied to an incredible degree 
the number of bastai’ds.* To this cause, joined to the 
excessive ang/nejitation of tlie Jrisli poor, is to be 
ascribed tin; i-apid rate of increase, at j)resent percep- 
tible in the 2 >opulation of the Jjritisli isles, a proj»or- 
tion greater, M'ith the excei)tion of Pj’ussia, than in any 
other of the Euroj)ean states. The tendency to over in- 
crease is confined to these fwo classes ; in the middling 
ranks, and in the agricultural districts, it is unknown. 

'I’lic svrbstitution, therefore, of steatn- 2 )oM er looms 
for manual labour, of mechanical contrivance for hu- 
man multiplication, is a most fortunate change in the 
l)rogress of society, and more particularly to be desired 
in a country such as IJritain, whose j)olitical greatness 
is intimately connected with its manufacturing supe- 
rioi’ity. Such imj)rovemejits are not only necessary to 
counteract the efl'ect of the depreciation in the value of 
money, and consequent rise in the money wages of la- 
bour which follows a state of commercial j)ros 2 )erity, 
but highly beneficial in thinning the ranks of the ma- 
nufacturing classes, and preventing that undue multi- 
idication of their numbei’s from which the most dan- 
gerous consequences may be antici])ated. What would 
have been the state of this island if its exj)orts had 
reached L. 105,000,000 Sterling, without the aid of the 

^ Kq'ort on the Public Distress, 182 S. 



W M I C II Li M IT DE AN D FO R L ABO U R. 1 93 

cotton machinery of Sir R. Arkwright, or the steam- 
looms of more recent times ? From so perilous a pros- 
pect we are for ever secured by the important law' of 
nature, which has provided that, in periods of com- 
mercial prosperity, the causes of restraint can be coun- 
teracted only by the dimhiution of human labour, and 
that the extension of the market for the objects of rna- 
nvifacturing industry, can be attained by no otlier 
means than the decrease in the persons engaged in its 
production. , 

The difference in this respect between the effect of 
the progress of society upon agriculture and rnamifac- 
tures is in the highest degree irnportard. It has been 
often obser\"e(], tliat while mechanical contrivance ap- 
pears snstieptible of ajiplicatmn to an indefinite extent 
to manufacturing industry, it is liardly available in the 
cultivation of the earth, liy superior skill in cultiva- 
tion, indeed, the jiroduce wdiich the same exertion of 
human strength can raise from the soil is greatly aug- 
mented: but the princij)al operations of liusbandry still 
continue to be conducted by manual exertion. With 
the exception of the tlirashing-machine, which is not, 
strictly speaking, applied to the raising of food, but to 
its manufacture when raised, mechanical contrivance 
has done little to abridge the labour of man in agricul- 
ture. The fundameiitaloperationsof c]eariiig,draining, 
manuring, ploughing, cleaning, and reaping, are still 
performed by the human hand, and to all appearance 
must always continue to be done so. I^lie extent of 
the field on which agricultural labour must he per- 
formed prevents the application of tlje mechanical 
contrivance which is so powerful in inanufaGtures ; its 
uneven surface precludes the operation of the powei\s 
wdiich are employed in navigation, or manufacturing 

VOL, L ’ N 
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inachiiieiy. The iinpleiiients of Ijvisbandiy, indeed, 
may he improved, and the skill which directs them in- 
creased ; hut the power which wields them will never 
dilTerent : and wliile the improvement of science and 
the extension of art is daily encroaching on the field of 
industry hi the often-dehasing emjdoyments of manu- 
factures, the'w'ide and healthful field of agricultural occu- 
pation remains forever open to the industry of mankind. 

Hie improvement of husbandry, indeed, has a di« 
rectly ojijiosite tendency from the growth of manu- 
factures, and in the later ages of society the number 
of ])ersons emjiloyed in the cultivation of the earth is 
greater than in its earlier periods. A\^here agricul- 
ture has attained to a Irigh degree of perfection, as in 
Flanders, Lombardy, and Tuscany, tlie valu6 of land, 
and the great demand for its varied jiroduee, leads to 
the rotation of crops, and the garden system of hus- 
bandry. This change augments immensely the num- 
ber of persons eng;aged in its cultivation. It has 
been calculated, that at least double tlie number of 
labourers are occupied on a farm of equal extent in 
the leA^el fields of IJrabant, or on the sunny slojies of 
the Apennines, from those deemed necessary in tlie 
best cultivated jiarts of llritain. The growth of 
agricultural Avealth leads to the division of farms ; 
the inq^irovement of agricultural knowledge nniltiplies 
the number of crojis whicli can be raised from the 
soil, the necessity for economising both space and la- 
bour introduces the garden cultivation. By no pos- 
sible contrivance can the same produce be raised from 
good land, as by treating it like a kitchen garden 
with the spade and the hoe ; and this is accordingly 
the method adopted in those countries where agricul- 
ture has been longest jiractised with success, and is 
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best understood;* an extraordinary fact, indicating 
both the powerful law of nature which binds man to 
his first and best employment, and the ample provi- 
sion made for extending this delightful branch of in- 
dustry in the later stages of society. 

The redundant population of Ireland ii5 now the 
subject of general and deserved alarm in this country. 
Yet Ireland contains nearly 1 7,000,000 f of arable 
acres, and its population docs not exceed 8,000,000 
souls. If wo allow one arable acre for the sidisist- 
cnce of each individual, it follows that Ireland, J^rom 
Uft agriculture alone, is capabie of maintaining more 
than double its present inhabitants, even on the best 
wheaten bread, and triple that number if fed on po- 
tatoes. There can be no doubt, that between grain 
crops, potatoes, and green crops, forming with them 
a proper rotation of husliandry, as much solid nourish- 
ment as can bcilrawn frorntwoipiartersof grain an acre 
might with ease be permanently raised at an average 
from the fertile soil of Ireland. In Scotland, farmers, in 
districts where agriculture is in a prosperous state, have 
noobjections to the produceof their land being calculat- 
ed a*t four or even five quarters an arable acre ; and the 
average of all Flngland is above two and a-half.| If a 
quarter of grain is adequate maintenance for a human 
being on an avei'age for a year, then 17,000,000 acres 
would, at this rate,if all directed to the raising of human 
food, maintain thirUj-Jbnr milliom yearly, or about 
four times its pi’esent population. 

Were the garden system of husbandry universally 

* Lombardy, WMiict*, Flanders, Darmstadt, &e. 

f Cowlin^i^’s Survey the Empire. Fourth Report: on [risli Bogs, 
p. 11, and Porter's Progress of the Nation, i. p. Ml. 

J jVPCnl loch's Stat Ac. of Rnjrland, i. 47G. 
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introduced, it may safely be affirmed that this great 
increase of numbers would find ample employment in 
the cultivation of the soil, and in the manufactures 
whom the surplus produce of the agricultural labour- 
ers would both employ and maintain. This conside- 
ration maj' tend to allay tlie alarm so generally felt as 
to the impossihility of finding food for mankind in the 
later stages of society in these islands, and clearly 
show that the miserable condition of the Irish poor 
is rather the result of those political circumstances 
which prevent industry from availing itself of the 
bounty of nature, than of any laws essentially inhe- 
rent in the human condition. Scotland contains about 
5,000,000 arable acres, and its population is 2,500,000. 
Yet Scotland, so far from irniiorting food, annually 
expoi’ts great quantities of grain to the British me- 
tropolis. The proportion of the existing population 
to the means of subsistence is tnneh greater, tliere- 
fore, in Scotland than in Ireland ; yet how different 
is the condition of tlie jieoplc in tlie two countries ! 
And can there be any doubt that, if the garden sys- 
tem of husbandry were universally introduced, the 
rural population of Scotland miglit be tripled without 
the smallest diminution of their comforts ? 

“ The banks of the lake of Zurich," says Coxe, “ for 
the density of the population, and the well-being of 
the peasantry, are not surpassed by any spot on the 
habitable globe. In many places there is hardly an 
acre and a quarter to each individual.” * The slop- 
ing hills of the Pays de Yaud are cultivated in small 
garden enclosures, and the comfort and opulence of 
the people excite the ailrniration of every traveller, f 

^ Switzprkuui, i. 104'. 

f Iknon do Staol^ 07. 
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In the rich plains of Flanders, equally as in the sunny 
slopes of Bearn,* in the beautiful vale of the AiTio,*j 
not less than the terraced hills of Tuscany, t the smil- 
ing aspect of the country, which resembles a great 
garden, and the happiness of the people, are alike 
consiiicuous. ^ It was for no light reasons^,- therefore, 
that nature established this eternal distinction between 
the labour of the country and that of the town, and 
made the increase of wealth and progress of civili- 
sation attended with constant restraints on the en- 
couragement to labour, from manufacturing, and con- 
stant increase to the demand for industry or agricul- 
tural employments ; and the pliilosopher who con- 
trasts the condition of mankind in a manufacturing 
city and' a rural district, will feel additional gratitude 
for that beneficent law which, while it renders the 
progress of knowledge and the grow'th of opulence 
the means of checking the increase of the former, has 
opened a boundless field for tlie maintenance and em- 
ployment of the human race in the progressive ini- 
jlrovement of the latter. 

V. Independent of the limitations to the demand 
for labour, which are developed in the progTess of 
society, there are another set of causes gradually 
brought into operation, which prevents the human 
species from ever reaching the limits assigned to their 
farther increase, by the exhaustion of their means of 
subsistence. 

1. In the progress of opulence, the inci’ease of 
for the purposes of luxury, or the conveyance of 

* Younf>'’s France, i. 42. Swineburue, iii- 108, 312. 
t Sismonrli’s haly, 109, I JO. |. Chateaiivicux, [).302. § Ibid. 302. 
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persons and property from one part of the country to 
a<iother, produces a most important elfect upon the 
consumption of the nation. Each horse requires as 
much food as eight persons that is to say, a million 
of horses consume as much as eight millions of indi- 
viduals. .When we reflect on the prodigious number 
of these noble animals in opulent and civilized states, 
which are maintained for the indulgence or necessi- 
ties of the higher orders ; for the conducting of in- 
land commerce, or for the purposes of agriculture, 
the share of the national subsistence which is devot- 
ed to their supjtort must appear V 4 ?ry great. In 
the expedition to Eussia it is calculated that Na- 
poleon lost 200,000 horses, and France contains 
2,500,000.* The horses of Great Britain add Ireland 
are stated by Colqiihoun at 1,800,000, and the value 
of the produce consumed by them at L. 16, 200, 000. j 
It is computed that 40,000 vehicles leave London 
every day ; and supposing tliat each, at an average, is 
drawn by three horses, it follows tliat 120,000 of these 
animals are daily enqiloyed on the roads in and arounil 
the metropolis. From themost accurate accounts which 
can be obtained there seems no reason to doubt that 
the horses of the capital consume as much food as its 
inhabitants, ;j; and the same is probably true of most 
other towns in the kingdom. There are few^ farmers 
in Britain that are not possessed of two or three horses, 
which require as much food as 16 or 24 persons ; and 
the numbers employed in agriculture are 832,000 :f 

^ (iruillaume tie Vau(loiK:<mrt, Canipagne do 181*^, i, ; and Dil« 
pin. Force C'om. 100. 

t' ( p. 80. Wealtli and Power of Groat Britain. 

;J. ( ‘(/Itjuhoun f>n the Police of the Metropolis, p. 37- 
Pail, Keturn, Pt»rfer's Pn»/rres>s, i, IS.';. 
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the total number on which duty was paid in 1821 
was 1,326,553, which consume the food of nearly 
eleven millions of men ; a convincing proof that the 
human labourers employed in agriculture do not con- 
sume nearly so much of the fruits of the earth as their 
fellow-labourers in the jdough. 

This encroachment of animal consumers upon the 
fruits of the earth, gradually increases with the progress 
of commercial opulence. In the ruder periods of socie- 
ty, the greater part of the oj)erations of agriculture are 
performed by the human liaud, and neither the habits 
of the higher orders, nor the necessities of commerce, 
require a great number of horsfs for the service of the 
other classes. But with the extension of commerce, 
and the growth of opulence, a v«ry different state of 
things is introduced. Agriculture conducted on a 
great scale, and by persons possessed of large capital, 
is in great part performed by the exertions of liiese 
powerful animals ; commerce, widely extended, and 
calculated for the wants of a luxurious age, requires 
an immense suj)j)Iy to conduct the internal communi- 
cation of the state ; wealth, insatiable in the desires 
which it produces, is perpetually suggesting additional 
display to eclipse the equipages of the industrious 
classes. The inultiplication of liorses thus goes on at 
an increased ratio in the advanced stages of such o2)u- 
lent societies ; and an animal vvdiich at first is valued 
only for its useful qualities, and as the fellow-labourer 
of its master, becomes in the px’ogress of opulence, the 
most costly article of luxury, and the i>i'incipal sign of 
the distinction of raidi. 

2. With the increase of wealth a change nol less 
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important in its consequences takes place in the food, 
which is consumed by the better classes of society. 
The homely fare of their predecessors is gradually 
abandoned when an advanced rate of wages puts a supe- 
rior subsistence within their reach ; butcher-meat, but- 
ter and cheese come to constitute a principal part of the 
food of the poor, and a large portion of the land of the 
state is devoted to the production of these costly arti- 
cles of subsistence. Generally speaking, it will be 
found that this change takes place to the greatest de- 
gree in the advanced stages of society. In particular 
situations, indeed, such as North America, where an 
extraordinary demand*for labour, and an unparalleled 
combination of political circumstances, have given to 
the labouring classes in early periods the advantages 
and powers of civilized life, the consumption of animal 
food by the lower orders, even in the outset of tlieir pro- 
gress, is very great. But, generally speaking, an increase 
of wealth in the middling and lower ranks is essential to 
the general adoption of that luxury by the working 
classes ; for this jilain reason, that, until they are com- 
fortable in their circumstances, they are unable to pur- 
chase it. In the infancy of society animal food is gene- 
rally used, because it is easily procured by the chace, or 
the labours of pastoral life ; but after society has assum- 
ed a settled form, and the permanent labours of agri- 
culture have commenced, it is the spread of opulence 
that alone can restore it to the working oi'ders. Mr 
Young accordingly observes, that the labouring classes 
in France are 76 per cent, worse clothed, fed, and 
lodged* than their brethren in this country; and 
it is a remarkable fact, that, with the increase of agri- 


♦ Younpf's France, i. p. 309-101, 



WHICH LIMIT DEMAND FOR 1.ABOUU, 201 

cultural wealth in the former country since the Revo- 
lution, a corresponding change in the diet of the pea- 
santry has taken place.* Notwithstanding this change, 
hoAvever, it is calculated by the latest political writer 
on the two countries, that the quantity of butcher- 
meat, butter and cheese consumed in Britain is 50 per 
cent, greater than in France.f A comparison of the 
food of the poorer classes in Poland, where the pea- 
santry live entirely on inferior grain, while their 
splendid harvests of wheat are transported ixntouched 
to the London market,.]: with that which is consumed 
by the same classes in Sweden or Switzerland, (| 
where ages of comparative freedom have diffused opu- 
lence tlirou^h the rural population ; or of that in daily 
use among tlie Irish jAoor xvith that whi^h for ages* 
has subsisted among the opulent yeomanry of Eng- 
land, is sufficient to demonstrate the truth of these ob- 
servations. 

But it is not so much by its effect in changing the 
habitual food of the working classes that the growth 
of public wealth affects the general consumption of the 
state. A still more important consequence results 
from the midtiplication of the middling ranks, and 
the improved standard of subsistence to which they 
are habituated. In countries such as Britain, Flan- 
ders, or America, xvhei'e the middle classes are nu- 
merous and wealthy, the costly species of food con- 
sumed by them influences, in a most important degree, 
the proportion between the subsisting jiopulation, and 
the food required for their support. The increase of 

Baron fie Stacl, 81. 

'j^Dupin’s Force Commcfrcialo cle Franco, i. 

t Jacob’s Report. § Clarke’s TraveKs, i, 20 J. i| Coxe, i. 104. 
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opulence, and the stability of Government, by aug- 
menting the wealth which prevails among these 
ranks, enlarges the circle of those to Avhom many of 
the luxuries of life have become articles of necessity, 
and extends in a similar degree the quantity of land 
required for their support. The immense tracts of 
iirable land devoted in the British islands to pas- 
turage, for the supply of the markets of the kingdom 
with butcher-meat, butter, cheese, or other luxuries, 
amounting to no less than 27,38(5,000 acres, while the 
whole land under tillage is only 19,135,000,* demon- 
strate the important ellect which this change pro- 
duces on the relation between the numbers of the 
jieoplc and the means of maintaining tliein. 7’here 
"can be no doubt, that if the food of the middling 
and lower orders were to be restricted to millet or 
rye-bread, as in Poland, or to potatoes, as in Ireland, at 
least double the population might be maintained from 
the same extent of land which is required under the 
costly system of subsistence which universally prevails 
in this country. It has been observed, that the pau- 
pers of Kngland are better fed than the labouring poor 
of the continental states :f it may be safely affirmed 
that, in every gradation of rank above the workhouse, 
the difference is stilt more remarkable. 

3. The absorption of a considerable portion of grain 
for the purposes of distiUat 'mi and brewhig, and the 
vast increase in the consumption of fermented liquors 
and ardent spirits in the later stages of society, from 
the augmentation both of population and wealth, is an- 

■*' (-Gvvling s Report to Kiiiif^^ratiou Committee^ p. 18*28. Report on 
Irish Bogs, p. | I. 

i’ Jacob’s Report, 
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other circumstance which tends in a most material 
degree to affect the proportion between the number 
of the people and the amount of the national, subsist- 
ence. 

The passion for spirituous liquors is universally in- 
herent in the s^Jecies, but it is only in the -advanced 
stages of society tliat the quantity of grain consumed 
in this form becomes an important element in estimat- 
ing the means of national subsistence. It is difficult to 
estimate the .quantity of the agricultural produce of 
Britain, which is consumed in bre^ving and distillation ; 
but it unquestionably is very great. From the offi- 
cial return, it appears that the number of. gallons 
of spiiituous liquors distilled in the island has in- 
creased, since the rcdxiction of the duties in 1825, from 
16 , 000,000 0)21,493,000: * a jn’odigious rise in so 
short a period, and amply sufficient to account for the 
great incTcase in crime winch has taken [)lace during 
the same period, almost the whole of which is direct- 
ly or indirectly to be ascribed to the excessive use of 
ardent spirits. It lias uniformly been found accord- 
ingly, that the stopjiage of distillation from grain in 
periods of scarcity has had an immediate and consider- 
able effect on the price of provisions. If to this great 
consumption of grain in distillation is added the im- 
mense quantities required for the manufacture of ale, 
porter, and small beer, in northeim climates, or of wine 
and oil in southern latitudes, it may easily be con- 
ceived what a large proportion of the produce of 
the soil comes to be required, in the progress of so- 
ciety, for this object. 7''he effect is easily discernible 
in the operations of agriculture ; a considerable por- 

» Porter’s rurliamentBiy Iveiui ii.Sj 1837, :?7. 
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tion of which is devoted in this country to those spe- 
cies of grain which are required only in the formation 
of fermented liquors, and in the south of jEurope to 
the cultivation of the olive and the vine.* 

’ Mr Colqulioun (p. 89,) states the proportion bet ween the grain in the 
British isles, ‘consumed by man and that required by animals, and for 
tlie purpose of brewing as follows : 

Consumed by nuin, . 18,7o0,U00 Quarters. 

animals, . 11, 829, 900 

In brewing and distillation, . 4,250,000 

It thus appears that the grain consumed by the Jiunian species is 
littlii more tlian that which is devoted to tiie maintenance of animals 
or the jiurposes of luxury: and if the grass consumed by animals be 
taken into the account, it will clearly appear that little more than one- 
THIRD of the whole produce of the soil in the Britisli isles goes direetly 
to the purposes of human subsistence. He calculatt‘s ( j). 89,) the val ue of 
the grass^ hay^ and straw annually consumed in tlie united kingdom 
at L. 89,00(^,000 

Turni|)s, - 14,200,000 

Oats for animals, 1 7,000,000 

Total for animals, L. 120,200,000 

And the value of the pro<luce consumed by the human race directly 
Stands thus : 

Wheat, . 9,170,000 quarters, L. 32,300,000 

Barlej^ . 0,335,0()() . 11,720,000 

Oats for man, , 5,000,000 . 7,200,000 

Potatoes, . . ... " 15,900,000 

Garden stuffs, I)eans, &c. orchards, . 2,800,000 

L. 70,020,000 

It tlius aj)pears, that while the value of the agricultural produce con- 
sumed by animals is L. 120,000,000, that required by man is only 
L. 70,000,000 : in other words, the subsistence raised for man throngli- 
out the empire is little more than half the amount of that required for 
the animals of which he makes use. 

It is no doubt true, that a large proportion of the animals \vhich 
thus consume nearly tico-thirds of .the agricultural produce of the em- 
pire are destined for human consumption, and minister either direct- 
ly or indirectly to the comfort or luxury of the inhabitants. But that 
is ])recisely the circumstance which renders this limitation to the in- 
crease of the species so important. The increasing wants of men in 
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The causes which have now been mentioued pro- 
duce the most important effects in the progress of so- 
ciety, by absorbing a large portion of the fruits of the 
soil in the gratification of artificial wants, or in the 
display of luxury, and consequently preventing the 
human I’ace from approaching the verge bf human 
subsistence. The land devoted in wealthy states to 
raising butcher-meat or butter, to the maintenance 
of horses, to the production of wine or fermented and 
sj)irituou.s liquors, constitutes an immense reserved 
fund, which is both a resource in peidotls of scarcity, 
and a barrier to the increase of tlie species in the ad- 
vanced stages of societj". Famines are unknown 
where one-half of the agricultural produce of the state 
is devoted to objects of luxury : population is checked 
and importation begins, Mobile a moiety only of the 
national subsistence is devoted to the support of man- 
kind. A deficiency in the crop in China or Ilindos- 
tan is immediately followed l)y a famine, and the de- 
struction of a part of the poorer classes by actual want : 
in England it produces only a diminution in the num- 
ber of horses, a stoppage of distillation from grain, 
and a general saving in the use of bread or animal food, 
by the poorer classes. 

The single fact already noticed will demonstrate 
how powerful an influence the.se causes exert upon the 
demand for labour and the principle of population in 
civilized states. In France twenty millions of agri- 
culturists are required to feed thetnseh'es and main- 
tain ten millions of person-s engaged in other pursuits : 

a commercial and ()))iilent age absorb tvvo-tliirds of the fruits of the 
soil : thereby rendering it totally impossible for tlie human race to 
approach the limits assigned to their increase. 
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while in Britain four millions employed in agricul- 
ture, xiot only raise food sufficient for their own sup- 
port, but for that of fourteen millions employed in 
trade or maifufiictures, or the learned professions, ^ 
That is* in France two cultivators maintain between 
them one of the other classes : while in Britain one 
cultivator maintains i\^ziv\y J oiir of the same descrip- 
tion of persons. In Poland, Russia, or other agricul- 
tural states, the proportion is fifteen or twenty agricul- 
turists to one manufecturer. These facts demonstrate 
how great a proporf ion of the fruits of the earth comes 
to be available to the other classes of the state in the 
progress of society ; and how much tlie number of per- 
sons employed in agriculture is diminished at the pe- 
riod when the productive powers of their labour be- 
come the greatest. 

The erteet of this remarkable tendency in human 
affairs is to raise the price of grain, and encourage im- 
portation long before mankind have reached the li- 
mits of hiunan subsistence. When so large a propor- 
tion as one-half of the fruits of tlie soil is consumed 
in articles of luxury, the rent of laud rises, and the 
price of agricultural labour is enliauccd long before 
population lias readied its utmost boundaries. With- 
out entering upon the disputed question, wliether the 
increase of rent and prices is the consequence of the 
cultivation of inferior soils arising from tlie increase 

* Dujiiri, Force Coimuorcinle do France, i. }). 3. Fhero v^ ere in Eng- 
land in 181 1, 978,000 iainilies employed in afrriculture, and 1,960,000 in 
trade and inanufactures. — Census Igll. In 1831, tljo families employed 
in trade and manufactures wove 2,1'33,()41, and in agriculture, 961,131, 
evidently shewing how strongly the increased productive powers ol 
agriculture in tlie later stages of society were coming to act upon tlie 
distribution of industry in the state. 
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(if population, or whether the cultivation of inferior 
soils is itself produced by the rise of prices, and the 
increased value of agricultural produce springing from 
the progress of wealth, it may safely be assumed that 
these effects take place together ; and that the exten- 
sion of agriculture to z’emote situations and 'unfavour- 
able districts always takes place at the time when tlie 
prices of its produce are high, and the rent of land 
considerable. In consequence of the causes which 
have been mentioned, these effects occur long before 
the numbers of the people liave reached the limit of 
national subsistence, and wliile an amjile fund .still 
existtS in the surplus labour of the agricuitiu’jsts for 
the security and enjo^’inent of mankind. Imiiortatiou 
of grain is thus encouraged at a time when the na- 
tional territory is capable of raaintaining double its 
inhabitants : the price of subsistence rises, and indus- 
try is compelled to seek the aid of macliinery before 
any considerable progress has been made in the arts 
of refinement, or the least danger is to be apprehend- 
ed from the increase of the species. So early in the 
system of Nature do the causes begin to operate which 
are destined to regulate the rate of human increase ; 
and so beautifully has the wisdom of its Author pro- 
vided, in the consequences of the multiplication of man- 
kind, against the dangers with which it might be at- 
tended. 

It was the universal complaint in Italy under the 
Roman emperors, that agriculture had decayed, and 
that the metropolis was recUiced to depend on the har- 
vests of Kgypt and Lybia for its daily food. * The 


* Oliui,” says Tacitus, “ ex Italia legionibiis longinquas in provin- 
ciasconuneatus portubantur ; ncc ut nunc infecuiKlitato laliomtur : sed 
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diuiinution of its jiroduce is stated by Coluiuella * at 
nine-tenths, and by V^arrof at three-fourths of what at 
one period was raised, and, allowing that these num- 
bers are exaggerated, abundant evidence exists to prove 
that a most extraordinary defalcation had taken place. 
It appears from an authentic document, already men- 
tioned, that iy the reign of the Emperor Constantine, 
before any irruption of the barbarians into Italy, no less 
than 330,000 aci'es of the province of Campania had 
reverted to a state of nature, yet even then the princi- 
pal supplies of the towns ivere drawn fi-oni Egypt. | 
TJie threat of blockading the Tyber was the most ef- 
fectual mode of coercing the Homan populace, ami 
whenever it was cariaed into eliect famine immediate- 
ly ensued, not only in the metrojiolis, but in the Ita- 
lian provinces. ^ The fields of Italy were almost en- 
tirely devoted to pasturage, and the old sturdy race of 
cultivators had become extinct. In consequence of 
the decline of agriculture the rui’al population decay- 
ed : the land of Italy in the later periods of the em- 
pire fell into the hands of a small number of fami- 
lies ; |j and the conquest of the Goths was facilitated 
by the difficulty of raising military levies, not l(,‘ss than 
the want of courage in tliose who w'ere brought into 
the field. ^1 It is impossible to doubt that the depres- 
-sion of agriculture and consequent decline in the ru- 
ral population was occasioned by tlie w'ealth and gran- 

Africam potius ot Egyptum excrcemus ; navilxis qtie ot casibas vita 
populi Itnuiani pennissa ost.” — Tacitus, Annul, xii. 4a. Oibbon, vi. 
yaj. 

v 

* CV)luuiel]a. f V'arro. 

I Giliboii, iii. 87, viii. p. vi, p. 

)) PJiiiy, lib. xviii.^. 7. Gibbon, vi. 23(i. Ainmiainis Marcel 1 in us, 1. xvi. 

% SiMiioiuli, Hist, (le France, i, 16. 



WHICH LIMIT DEMAND FOR 3-AIU>Ull. *201) 

deiir of the empire ; by the fall in the value of t he pre- 
cious metals, which exposed the Italian cultivator to a 
ruinous competition with poorer states ; and by the in- 
fluence of excessive riches in increasing the proportion 
of the fruits of tlie soil which were devoted to purposes 
ofluxuiy, instead of the inniiilcaiance of a free popula- 
tion. When the whole land of Italy came to be engros- 
sed by seventeen hundred and sixty IVunilies,’" avIio cul- 
tivated their estates by means of slaves, j- it is not sur- 
prising tliat the rural population was destroyed. l"hc 
race of freemen who suhsisted hy the produce^ of tlieii' 
own labour, and raised the lahric of tlie rr))u!>iic. 
could not he supjilied by the enslaved dependanis of 
llieir successors, who toiled for the luxuries of the im- 
jierial cil}>. 

The experienced necessity of jn'olecting the agi'i- 
culturc of liritain from foreign compt^lition, l>y means 
of fiscal duiies, is another exaTn])le of llie opera- 
tion of tlie same causes. It seems to he univm-snlly 
admitted, that some duties are now indispensable to 
counterhalauce the weight of taxes, and the liigl! mo- 
ney wages of Jabotir ; that is, to counteract the causes 
Avliich naturally result fVoni a state of ojuilencte If 
agriculture is to be at all ]>rotoeted, the argument of 
the anti-corn law advocates is, that it sliould he 
sacrificed to the interests of mamifacturers. No Ino 
man regulations, however, can prevent tJic opera- 
tion of the laws of Nature. If tiie causes destined to 
restrain the progress of population have begun to ope- 
rate, it is ill vain to endea.voiir ♦o u itlistand thein. 
By duties on the importation of foreign grain the la- 
bours of the agricultural class may be sustained, but 
Ibis can be done only at the expense of tlie manufac- 

Vo], vi. 

o 


(jribbon, Vb>b v. 
VOJ,, I. 
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tun'ng. If these diities are eflectual at all, they can 
operate only by maintaining the price of grain at a 
higher level than it would otherwise attain, that is, 
by raising the })rice of every species of manufacturing 
industry, and consequently imposing on those engag- 
ed in their production the necessity of counteracting 
this disadvatitage by the extension and inijirovenient 
of machinery. 

In either case the elfect is the same; viz. that a 
powerful 1‘estraint f)n the demand for labour is impos- 
ed : thei-e is this difference only, that in the first case 
it opei-ates on the industry of the endtivators, — in the 
last on the multijtlieation of the artisans. 

'I’he exanii)le of (Jreat liritain during the last forty 
years, vdien coniinercial wealth and oj)ulence have 
made such an extraordinary advance among all classes, 
might naturally be expected, if these ])nnciples are 
well founded, to afford a strong confinnatioii of them: 
while the Avell known and remarkable increase in the 
])Oi)ulalion, which, as more tlian once noticed, is j)ro- 
eceding at the extraordinary rate' of doubling in forty- 
two yeai'Sjinay he thought to afforda deeisive proof tliat 
these are overstrained, if not altogether unfounded. 
The observation is natural, and the example well 
worthy of consideration. And up*>n an exarninatiou 
it will be found, that, so far from warranting any con- 
clusion adverse to these views, the instance of England 
affords them the strongest confirmation ; and at the 
same time throu's an important light on the real causes 
both to which the present elements of strength and 
Aveakness in the empire are to be ascribed. 

If Great Britain were a monarchy, whose domi- 
nions were confined to the British islands, it might 
reasonably be expected that its long-continued corn- 
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inercLnl prosperity and present state of overgrown 
opulence, should have led to the operation of the many 
causes which have been mentioned, calculated in the 
later stages of society to retard the action of the prin- 
ciple of increase. Jfut though this is undoubtedly tlie 
condition of the British islands, it is far from being 
the xiniform state of the British empire. That em- 
])ire has planted colonies of vast extent and unparal- 
leled prosperity in almost every quarter of the globe ; 
and with them, or with the indeiiendent states who 
have been the first boim of her greatness, she now 
maintains more than half the export trade in which 
she is engaged with all the countries of the world.* 
From an extraordinary series of maritime successes, 
and the glorious i’csult of the late war, she hiis enjoy- 
ed for the last hundred and fifty 3'ears, almost undis- 
imted maritime siqnemacy, and has hitherto contriv- 
ed, with the single exception of the late North Ame- 
rican revolt, to hold under her government all the 
parts of this stupendous colonial empire. It is here 


* I’ota) of (ireat Bi iiaiii in I.,. ; 

< *f which wcMc to America, - - h, ii, J-dOjUdo 

liritish IVovincc.s ol Nortli America, 2,7l>id,:drM 


West lndie.s, 

Ka-^t Indies, 

C'ajie t)f ( iood l lojie, 
A nstraliaij Colonies, 
iMal t a, 

('tiinaltar, 

Isle fjf France, 
t iuenisey, Jersey, &c. 


3,78Gy4.j.‘i 

),IhO,(KK) 

lh>,dO() 

75r>pUi 

:us ,()09 


Total to Britisii colonies and ’descendants, L. 

— Ihn ter’s Prog ress, ii. 101. 

The returns for 18;.19 when published, will, it is believed, show that 
the colonial and American trade exceeds tiiat to all the rest of tlie 
c:lobe. 
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that the true secret of the rapid pz’ogTess of the popu- 
lation in Great Britain in tliose times is to be found ; 
and the details of her commercial transactions at pre- 
sent distinctly prove, that, in so far as she is an old 
European state, the causes destined to retard the in- 
crease of*{)opulatioi) in the later stages of society have 
come into full operation; and that it is the vigour and 
growth of the transmarine parts of the empire zvhich 
have communicated such an unwonted, and in some 
respects jzeriJous impulse, to the princiide of popula- 
tion in its heart, in the advanced periods of life. 

It is stated by Mr Porter, whose statistical autho- 
rity is deservedly so high on this subject, that, al- 
though the trade of Great Britain has upon the wliole 
increased greatl}^ since the commencement of the pre- 
sent century, yet her exports to all the countries of 
Europe have declined during that jzeriod ; and tlie de- 
tails given in the note clearly establish llnit this ob- 
servation is well founded, and that all the elforts alike 
of government, and of individuals, have been unable 
to counteract, in the last forty years, in our inter- 
course \cith the continental states, the causes of retar- 
dation wdiicli spring from the abundance of capital, and 
consequent high price at which all manufactured arti- 
cles must be ])roduced. This is the more rcjnark- 

“ I'liJit j)<*irt of our {'onitncrcCj wh'u'hj hnnug cnriicd on with the ricli 
and civilized inlniliiuints of Enrf>|)e}ui iijUioii;:!, sliould present the great- 
est field tor extension, appears lo have fallen off in tl»e lust forty years 
in a remarkable degree. If we except the years and isao, which 
were years of extraordinary prosperity, the ]>rogress of onr foreign 
trade during tlie present centiiryrhas been little or notiiing. The ave- 
rage annual value of our wliole exports to Europe was less in value 
by nearly per cent., in the five years from IS32 to 183(), than they 
were in the five years that followed the close of the war. Our ex- 
l>orts to the United States of America, which have only twelve mil- 
bons of inhabitants, at the distance of 30(M> miles across the Atlantic, 
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able, because it ia well known that, for the last seven- 
teen years, and in fact ever since the I'eciprocity sys- 
tem was introduced by Mr Huskisson, the whole fo- 
i-eigu commercial policy of this country has been di- 
rected to the object of maintaining our footing in fo- 
reign markets by the sacrilice of our navigafion laws, 
and the opening of the British harbours to some 
branches of their industry. That all these eflbrts 
liave totally failed, is now decisively proved by the re- 
sult : for while the British shipping with the coun- 
tries with whom reciprocity treaties have been con- 
cluded, has declined to a fourth of its amount when 
that system began, and theirs with us has inci*eased in 
a similar proportion, the export of British manufac- 
tured gootls to all these countries has either remained 
nearly stationary or declined.* It is evident, thei'efore, 


are mortj 

tVian half our 

shipments 1<» Kuroyie, 

with a jiopvdatioM fifu*en 

times as 

great as the 

I'nited States, and abundance of productioJis 

■iidtetl to 

our uTints.’’ 

The total ex))orts to 1 

^airope \v^(ji-e, 

Northern Kurojxj 

s Soutlieni iujrojie, 

, I'otal of tliree yea i s. 

1811, 

L. 11,1 ] 3,T7d 

L. I 703,810 

I.. 20,800,001 

1815, 

li,07],0P7 

. 8,70lyi>0’i? 

20,730,014 

1810, 

1 1,300,000 

8,284,1011 

1 8,003,000 



Total in tJiree 

years, L. 00,270,000 

1 

L. 0,.><)->,S0:^ 

L. 8,001,141 

L. 18,007,03.3 


I(h303,:il0 

8,101,117 

18,401,1.33 

1830, 

0,000,801 

0,011,200 

10,01 1,000 



Total in tin-ee ] 

y ears, L. 07,022,032 

— l^ortcr’ 

s Pjvjgi-ess t)f 

the Nation, ii. 00, 101. 



Th^>xtriiviij>:a lit ex|)Oi’ts <>1' ISIt niny liiiily sot oil !ig;iin.st the .si- 
iiiilsir coiiiiiioi'citil excess ot this tiifiic cxliiliits ;i refil do- 

rliiio in twenty-hvc yuars ofu.s/‘w7//, iiot\vithstaii<liiig ilte strenuous <.?!- 
tV)Vts made hy the ioci}>rocity sysU-in in tin* inU'rvt'iiing period to pro[> 
it up. 

* Since 1870 , Britisli shipping with Nortlievn Powois dt?clineti 
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that the causes destined to retard population have al- 
ready come into operation, with reference to Great Bri- 
tain, considered merely as a commercial power dealing 
with foreign states, with just as certain steps as they for- 
merly did to the great mercantile emporiums of Italy 
or Flaiidth’s ; and that the counteracting causes which 
have overshadowed, and in some degree concealed this 
effect, are to be found in the unparalleled extent of 
tlie naval power and colonial dominion, which Provi- 
dence, for the evident purpose of extending the Euro- 
pean race and the Cliristian religion throughout tlie 
globe, has hitherto granted to the British empire. 

This is the real cause of the total failure of tlie re- 
ciprocity system, which may now be considered as de- 
monstrated by experience, and the ix’sults of which 
have been so completely at variance with what its able 
autliors anticipated. Its object was, by a reciprocal 
exchange of commercial facilities and advantages, to 
secure for the British empire, in a highly oj)iilent and 
advanced stage of her existence, a large and increasing 
trade with otlier empires placed in tlie same latitude 
with herself, and approximating or endeavouring to 
approximate to the same state of commercial activity 
and maiiufacturing industry. 'I'his was a vain at- 
tempt. In striving to secure it we were contending 


1‘riissia, from ships to 1^70 
Dcmiiiark^ 57 - - 10 

or way, J68 - 15 

SvvedofJ, 125 . - 60 

Vossols with Groat Uritain liavo increased from 1820 to 1850 : 
Pi ussian, from 25S to • 903 

Danish, 4-4 - 024 

Norwegian, 55S - 785 

Swedish, 71 - 250 


— Porter's Progress oftlic Nation, ii. 177, and Parliamentary 'rahles, i. 
53, 63. 
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against one of the most powerful laws of nature, which 
is of incalculable importance to the human race. We 
were endeavouring to coininunicate to an aged frame, 
the vigour and elasticity of youthful years, and to 
monopolize for one state the benefits wdiich w^ere meant 
for mankind. The attempt failed, because tlie unseen 
operation of this law was far too strong tor human re- 
sistance. It was only when w^e virtually abandoned 
the vain design, and directed our energies to the in- 
crease of our colonies, and the performance of our dis- 
tilled mission upon eartli, that new vigour w as throw a 
into the social system, and a fresh infusion of young 
blood poured into the aged veins of the ejupire.’’" 

It is iui})ossible to expect, however, tliat this states 
of extraordinary prosperity, arising from colonial ad- 
vanceaient, is to continue permanent ; or that Eng- 
land, by having planted her seed in so many distant 
jiarts of the world, is to avert the weakness of age, 
and escape? the common lot of mortality. The pa- 
rent of so mighty a progeny will herself descend to the 
grave ; her full-grown oflspring will break oif from tlic 
empire: they may even themselves stabtlieir progenitor 
tothelieart. Already tlie British empire seems to stand 
on a dizzy pinnacle, and a fVilse step in any direction 
mightspeedily precipitate it into ruin. Whether the j)re- 
sent state of the empire besuitedto withstand the shocks 
of ad verse fortune, and whether the government which 
its vast and mercantile community has established, is 
endowed with the strength and foresight requisite to 
maintain inviolate so colossal a power in the midst 
of innumerable dangers, it is not the object of the pre- 
sent wmrk to inquire. But this much may bo coii- 

* vide iiifm, Chap. XV'i. on ColonizatioJi and the Hedproeity Sys- 
tem. 
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sidered as certain, that, sooner or later, by the violent 
strokes of fate, or by the insensible decay of time, 
the industry and population of the British islands will 
become stationary or decline. Whether her naval 
supremacy is at once to be destroyed, and her colonial 
empire severed from her grUBp by a single or a few 
dreadful shocks, as was the case with Athens at Aigos- 
potaiuos, with Carthage and Zama, or with Pisa at La 
Meloria, or with Genoa at Malmocco ; or whether the 
gradual influence of the decay of time and retarding 
causes in the laterstages of society is destined to weaken 
her resources, and she is to descend from her present 
jiinnacle of gi-eatuess by as slow a decline as the By- 
zantine empire in ancient, or the Italian republics, and 
Flemish commercial cities in modern times, at present 
lies buried in the womb of fate. But in either case, 
the loss of our colonial empire and maritime supe- 
riority must undoubtedly ensue in process of time ; 
the kind of decay and period of dissolution are alone 
doubtful. It is neither possible nor desirable for the 
interests of humanity, even in this country, that such 
a jierpetual tenure of greatness should be assigned to 
any single state. And it is therefore a matter of the 
very highest importance to every friend of mankind 
and of his country, to consider what would be the pro- 
bable fate of tlie people of the British islands, in the 
event of such a catastrophe either gradually or sudden- 
ly occurring. 

Involved in uncertainty, as all such speculations in 
regard to the future necessarily must be, there is yet 
reason to hope, from the experience of former ages, 
that this transition would not be attended either with 
the convulsions or sufferings which is generally an- 
ticipated. Other commercial states have undergone 
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similar vicissitudes ; and it is in them that we may 
see the mirror, if national sins have not called for 
some extraordinary national j^^tiishment, of tlie sta- 
tionary condition or declining years of the British em- 
pire. The wealth of the world has fled from the Ita- 
lian cities, — but the cuMvation of the plain of Lom- 
bardy at this moment never was surpassed ; all the 
jiendants of Europe are no longer to be seen on the 
banks of the Scheldt, — but the fields of Flanders still 
nourish in uudiminished fertility ; the merchants of 
Florence no longer number all the kings of Europe 
among their debtors, — but cultivation lias spread to an 
unparalleled i^xtent througli the terraces of the Arno, 
and rural contentment exists in its most enchanting 
forms on'the vine-clad hillvS of Tuscany. It is in these 
examples that we may see and hope for the prototypes 
of the euthanasia of Britisli greatness. It is in the 
transference of mercantile wealth to agricultural in- 
dustry, and the rapid absorption even of the greatest 
manufacturing population in the labour of the fields, 
that the real security, in an advanced stage of civilisa- 
tion, against the destruction of commercial prosperity, 
is to be found. Vast and overgrown as is the present 
manutacturing jiopulation of Great Britain, the expe- 
rience of former states which liave undergone similar 
vicissitudes, warrants the hope that it could be ab- 
sorbed ill a very short time, and permanently and 
comfortably maintained in the labour of tlie fields* The 
single alteration of substituting the kitchen-garden 
husbandry of Flanders in ^ur plains, and the terraced 
culture of Tuscany in our hills, for the jireseiit system 
of agricultural mariag^emeut, would at once double 
the produce of the British islands, and procure ample 
subsistence for twice the number of its present in^ 
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habitants. And hiuiuinity has no cause to dread a 
change which, reducing' to a third of their present num- 
bers, the inmates of the Britisli factories or the ojiera- 
tives in the J3ritish towns, should double the number 
of its country labourers, and oversjn’ead the land witli 
rural felictty. 

In this view it is well worthy of observation, how 
marked is the provision made in the dillerent methods 
of agriculture, which naturally succeed each other in 
the progress of imjirovement, for the varying circum- 
stances and necessities of the inemhers of society. 

In the earlier periods of agriculture, farms are every- 
where, and in all ages of the world, small, and often 
extend hardly beyond tlie limits of the labour whicli 
can be managed by a single family. 7'liis arises from 
the w'ant of capital and pov^erty of the cultivators in 
such circumstances, and may be observed in all coun- 
tries where agriculture is in its infancy, or the people, 
whatever the state of social progress may be, engaged 
in the cultivation of the soil, arc in a depressed or in- 
digent state. 

The engrossing of farms, and augmentation in the 
size of those which are generally undertaken, whieli 
was felt as so sore an evil in Enolaiid diirino' the 

o r? 

jjreatcT part of the cigliteeiith centuty, and which oj»e- 
rated with such severity in the IJighJands of Scotland 
in the coininenceineut of the nineteenth, is but a step, 
and it is often a painful one, in the progress of society. 
It takes place when capital is for the first time applied 
to agriculture, when largo profits are realized from 
great agricultural undertakings, and when the labour 
of a great number of hoi’ses, the application of capi- 
tal and a vast amount of humau strength is recpiired 
to bring the rude and uncultivated soil into a state of 
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good husbandly. It is in that state that agriculture 
is to be found in Norfolk, in great part of Kent, in 
the Lothians of Scotland, and generally in all the 
highly cultivated and recently improved districts of 
the country. 

But this is neither the final nor the best state of 
rural husbandry. When the great operations of agri- 
culture have been completed, the principal drains 
made, woods cleared, and enclosures finislied, the ad- 
vantage of farming on this hirge scale is no longer 
felt. Tlie eartli being broiiglit into a state of general 
and improved cultivation, requires not so much the 
vast efforts of agriciiitiiral strength and cajiital, as the 
nicer and more delicate operations of tlie human hand. 
Vast tracts of uncultivated or partially improved soil 
are no longer to be liad ; tlie arable districts are gene- 
rally appropriated and improved ; and tlie comi>etition 
of agricultural cajhlal leads both to the subdivision 
of farms, and the change in the mode of their cultiva- 
tion. Experience then proves, that the horse and the 
plough are very rude implements coinjiared to the 
spade and the hand ; no method of cultiv^atiori is 
found to be so productive as that which is effected by 
the greatest application of human labour ; and the 
garden system of liusbandry comes to supersede every 
other. This change has already taken place in Italy 
and Flanders ; the farms in Lombardy,^' as Arthur 
Young has told us, and as every traveller can testify, 
are seldom more than from twenty-five to fifty acres; 
in the Tuscan hills they are still more diminutive ;f 
while in the plains of Flanders they are equally small, 
and the whole country resembles a vast kitclieii-gar- 

* Chateau vieux, 17 ; and Young’s France, ii. 34. 

t Chatoauvieux, 70; Siinoiid’s Agric, do Toscane. 
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tlen.* Tlie cultivation of Japan is conducted entirely 
by means of little farms, of which each cultivator is 
the owner ; the whole country resembles a continued 
garden ; and in rural labour its immense population, 
without any foreign commerce, find ample means of 
subsistence*! A cause of unerring certainty induces 
this change at the period it is requix’cd. It is found 
that farms cultivated in this way yield larger returns, 
and can pay higher rents, than when they ai'e ma- 
naged on a more extended scale. This change is 
already conspicuous in (Ireat Britain, in many of the 
ricliest districts of which, the size of fai’iiis is sensibly 
diminishing. And it is impossible to imagine a moi-e 
beautiful adajitation of the Jaws of society to the in- 
terests of the human race than is here exhibited ; for 
this change in the mode of husbandry takes place in 
tJiose old and opulent states, and in that state of corn- 
merci.'il progress when manufacturing industry is re- 
tarded by the opcuation of inevitable causes, and the 
direction of industry to the cultivation of the soil is, 
in a jieculiar manner, required. Such au opening is 
accordingly provideil in the simultaneous alteration 
which takes place in the operations of agriculture, 
and in its labours even the densest population find a 
never-failing source of comfort and subsistence. 

Nor is such a change to be regarded as necessarily 
or even probably subversive of the national independ- 
ence. That our naval superiority and colonial empire 
are dependent on our commercial greatness, and would 
inevitably be destroyed by its overthrows may be con- 
sidered as cci tain. But although the decay of their 
mercantile greatness has proved fatal to the indc- 

* Youiig^s i. SflT-KU ; an<l Sliiiw’s Austi'iiui T^otlicilaads, 2J. 

t "I hunlior^ s Travel Si, iv, 
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peiuleiice of all the maritime republics of aiicieut and 
modern times, yet it does by no means follow tliat the 
same results must attend a similar decline in the British 
empire. Neither Athens, nor Carthage, nor Genoa, nor 
A^enice, nor Holland, had thirty millions of inhabitants 
in their land territory. A nation possessing sucli a 
power, especially when enjoying the advantages of an 
insular situation, is, except from the deca)^ of military 
virtue in its own people, invincible. Japan is a coun- 
try of nearly the extent and about the population of 
the Britisli islands : it has neither foreign trade nor 
maritime ])owers ; and it has long been the object of co- 
\xdons desire to the Chinese government, which j)os- 
sesses nearly ton. limes its j)opulation and resources. 
But Japan still maintains its iiKlependence, and has 
done so inviolate tliroiigh a succession of ages ; and 
history lias recorded that on one occasion, when two 
hundred and fifty thousand Chinese sohli(‘rs landed on 
the Japanese territory to efieel tlieir subjugation, not 
one man returned to tell the tale of disaster to liis 
country. 

It is perhaps of no less importance to tlie friends of 
humanity to observe, that experienec warrants tlie be- 
lief that, so far from such a stationary coiiditiou of so- 
ciety being necessarily attended with general suffer- 
ing, it is, on the contrary, follou^ed by a high degree of 
public felicity, if general virtue remains among the 
peojile, and a tolerable administration of justice is pre- 
served by the government. Perhajis tfie best test of 
jmblic hapi>iness is to be , found in the average dura- 
tion of human life ; for uiujiiestionably want and suf- 
fering tend to abridge existence by the weakness they 
communicate, and the diseases tliey engender in the 
frame, — as much as comfort and prosperity have a 
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tendency to improve the body and prolong the ave- 
rage chances of life. Now statistical research has 
amply demonstrated the important fact, both in the 
British islands and principal European states, that 
the average period of human existence is increas- 
ing, and that the diflerence in this respect, espe- 
cially in Great Bz’itain, Holland, and Flanders, the 
most densely peojiled countries in Eurojie, has, in the 
last half centiny, in paiticular, been very great. In 
fact, it is upon this marked improvement in the cliances 
of life within the last half century, and since the 
Northampton tables, on which their calculations are 
based were framed, that the great pi’ofits of life insu- 
rance companies in every part of the empire have been 
founded. * FartliQ’, udiat is very remarkaule, the 
cliances of life are uniformly found to be much great- 
er in the old and densely peopled, than the compa- 
ratively young and thinly inhabited states.f With- 

* “ It is well c’stalilished/* says Quotolid, “ tliat in llio (^ounti ios in 
wliicli civilisation lias made tlie greatest ]>rogress, there is a niaiked 
diiuimition of mortality ;i,iid inijmjvement in the cliances of liunian 
life.” — Qntdelet, i. ‘?4]. 

Mar.sliall and llit kinan give the following tables of tht; diminished 
mortality of England during the last 130 years. 


1700, 

1 in 43 

1806 to 1810, 

49 

17.^0, 

1 in 42 

1810- 

- 1820, 

55 

1776 to 1800, 

48 

1820- 

- 1830, 

51 


Kickman’s Tables and Hawkiii.s’s Medical Statistics, p, 1 6. In the middle 
of last century the annual mortality in Lmifkjii wa.'f 1 in 20 : it is now 
1 in 40. Hawkins, 18. — In France, in 1781, the mortality was 1 in 29 : in 
1802, 1 in 30 : in 1839, I in 40. — Quetclet, i. 244. In the Appendix will 
be found a very interesting table, compiled with great care l)y Moreau, 
which shews a diminution of mortalitj^ during the last eighty years in 
every country of Europe; and what is very remarkable, this diminu- 
tion is greatest in the countries which have been longest civilized, and 
are most densely peopled. — See Appendix, Ko. V. 

t Animal mortality in England and Wales, . I in 59 
Sweden, . . I in 48 
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out, therefore, indulging in any Utopian or extra- 
vagant hopes, or supposing that tlie time can ever 
arrive in this scene of probation, when the poor 
will not be with us, when time and chance will not 
happen to all, and vice and folly will not occasion a 
wide extent of human misery ; we may yet rest in 
the confident belief^ that increased suffering is not the 
necessary concomitant of mankind in the later stages 
of society ; that it has hitherto often been so only be- 
cause corruption and initpiity have in such periods per- 
vaded all ranks of the state ; and that the means of 
equal felicity await all ages of the world, if they are 
not deficient in the industry and virtue which are the 
condition of happiness to a fallen race. 

Tliere* is not, perhaps, to be found in the whole 
range of philosophical irnpiiry, a more remarkable in- 
stance of intelligence and design, than the laws which 
have now been considered in regard to tlie direction 
Avhieh cajiital in dilferent stages of society afford. 
Commercial wealth and enterprise, tlie mainspring of 
improvement to civilized man, hy their operation pre- 
vented from becoming excessive in any particular 
quarter, they are made to flow from situations in 
Avliich they have become unduly plentiful, to others 
in wliich their aid is required, to foster industry, and 
promote the multiplication of mankind ; and after 
having raised the human race to the station of man- 
hood in their native seats, they arc com|)el]ed to per- 
form the same necessary service in distant regions, 


Annual inurtality in llollaml and Belgiijzn, 1 in 4.'} 
Prussia, . . 1 in a() 

Wurteriiberg, . 1 in .'L'i 

France, . . 1 in 4(> 

America, , . 1 in 37 


-Cleland’s Past and Ibosent State of Glasgow, 80 ; and Quetelot, i. 24.j. 
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and spread in the uninhabited parts of the earth those 
blessings and that activity from which they hiid arisen 
in the country of their birth. Vain are all human 
efforts to counteract the operation of this universal 
law ; vain all attempts to restrain within bulwarks 
of mortal construction, the fertili/cing flood of human 
improvement ! A power stronger than human laws, 
a force more irresistible than human policy, forcibly 
expels the seeds of improv^ernent into the wilderness 
of nature. A constant provision is tiius inade for re- 
tarding the growth of opulence and numbers in those 
situations where there is any hazard of tlieir becoming 
redundant ; and directing their imj)ulse to distant and 
uninhabited I'egions, and for providing in the clforts 
of individuals to promote their own advanfage, the 
certain means of gradually spreading the race of man 
and the blessings of civilisation tlironghont the world. 
The democratic energy and republican spirit which 
generally spring uj) nidhdden with sncli commercial 
opulence, is the moving power which compels man- 
kind in that stage of society to follow the same 
direction ; and .sends forth the ardent colonist in the 
footsteps of merciintile advejitnre. to plant his race, 
and leave the fruits of his industry in distant lauds. 
It is by the combined operation of both that the hap- 
piness of men in each individual state is combined 
with the general design of Pi’ovidence for the civili- 
sation and peojding of the eai-th ; like the beautiful 
])rocess in physical nature, by which the warmer and 
cooler parts of the atmosphere are mingled together ; 
by which the burning surface of the earth is refreshed 
by the breezes of a purer region, and which ai)pears 
in the gentle undulations of the air on the hoi'iz;on in 
a sxiltry day. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ON THE MODIFICATION WHICH THESE PRINCIPLES HAVE 

RECEIVED FROM THE INFLUENCE OF H.UMAN COR- 
RUPTION. 

ARGUMENT. 

Modification wliicli tliesc principles have received from the corrujition of Man- 
kind — FroTn IJ liman Weakness — Fioni niiavoidable Misfortune, lluman Folly 
or Depravity — From the oppression of Governnieiil — Double etreci of oppression 
sonietinies dim inishing, sometimes augmenting the tendency to increase — Oppo- 
site eficet of good Government and virtuous habits — C'haraeteristic diiferonee of 
the European and Asiatic Governments — fatal ellbct of Asiatic Dcs|>otisni on 
the action of Population — Action of the principle of Increase in these countries 
— Importance of such unlimited action in these circumstances to the Fortunes 
of Mankind, and its coincidence, with the happiness of individuals in tliese com- 
munities. 

If the foregoing principles arc well founded, it 
should follow, that in no instance, according to the 
provisions of Nature, is the tendency to increase in- 
consistent with the maintenance of human happiness; 
and that the desires which naturally spring up in the 
minds of men in the progress of society, combined M’ith 
the causes Mdiich in its later stages come to influence 
the demand for labour, are amply sufficient to prevent 
the numbers of the species from advancing more ra- 
pidly than their interests and welfare I’equire. 

How, then, it may naturally be asked, is the exist- 
ence of a redundant population in different parts of 
the world to be accounted for ? What has become of 
these limiting principles in China, Hindostan, or Ire- 
land, which have so long groaned under the pressure 

VOI.. I. V 
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of superfluous numbers ? And if mankind have no 
tendency to increase faster than food can be provided 
for them, whence the experienced necessity of provid- 
ing colonies in opulent states to draw off the needy 
part of the populace, or the misery in which the poor 
are involved in so many quarters of the globe ? * 

Before pi'oceeding to the solution of these questions, 
two preliminary observations naturally suggest them- 
selves. 

In the first place, a certain degree of suffering is 
unavoidable in the condition of men in this world, 
and cannot he avoided even in the most favourable 
political circumstances. Enthusiasts may anticipate 
a period when vice and sorrow shall prevail no more ; 
when the duration of human life shall be indefinitely 
prolonged by the discoveiaes of science, and tlie evils 
of fortune in a great degree counteracted by the sway 
of justice and freedom. But experience furnishes no 
support to such speculations. So far as observation 
or history teaches us, the period will never arrive 
when man will be vi'ithdrawn from the strokes of 
fortune. In all probability, “ the poor will always 
be with us a certain jiart of mankind will be 
ever involved in suffei’ing ; and human life will al- 
Avays exhibit those chequered scenes of joy and sor- 
row which it presented to our first parents. An ex- 
amination of the human mind suggests a doubt whe- 
ther the character of the individual as well as the 
species is not dependant on such vicissitudes ; whether 
an uninterrupted course ..of prosperity would not be 
fatal to those who enjoyed it ; and whether we would 
not become disqualified for Heaven, if we received its 
blessings in this world. But whatever may be thought 
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OM this subject, one thing is perfectly clear, tliat in 
the present condition of human nature, a certain share 
of suffering is the unavoidable lot of nations as well 
as individuals ; and that we must not ascribe to the 
principle of population, consequences which result 
from the state of probation in which mankind is 
placed. 

Ill the next place, it is to be recollected, that a large 
portion of human suffei’ing in every age has, and pro- 
bably in all time to come will arise, from the follies, the 
passions, or the crimes of men. Experience gives no 
countenance to the idea that any complete stop ever can 
be put to these sources of evil, and certainly the annals 
both of individuals and nations afford decisive evi- 
dence,, that a great part of the jdiysical or moral evils 
in which they have been involved, is to be ascribed 
to their own imprudence or faults. If we reflect upon 
the events of our own lives, or upon those of others 
which we have observed around us, there is proba* 
bly no one who will not be sen.sible that great part 
of the suffering whicli he has undergone or witnessed 
might have, been avoided, by a due attention to the 
commands of religion, the pi'eccpts of virtue, and the 
dictates of prudence. For the di.sobedience of these 
precepts, the disregard of those dictates, whether by 
nations or individuals, neither Providence, nor the 
necessary condition of man on earth, are responsible. 
The utmost that can be done by human wisdom or 
philanthropy, is to diminish these sources of evil, and 
mitigate the suffering by which this disobedience is 
punished ; to remove it altogether, is, and ever will 
be, utterly impossible with a corrupted race. 

In the third place, it is of impoi'tance to observe, 
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that we are not justified in ascribing the existence of 
human suffering, in many situations, to a dispropor- 
tion between the powers of population and the means 
of subsistence, where this result is obviously pro- 
duced by other causes. If mankind are suffering un- 
der the tyranny of Asiatic despotism in countries 
abounding with the riches of Nature, it is unreason- 
able to refer their distress to the impossibility of ex- 
tracting food from the soil. Under a more equitable 
gov'ernraent, infinitely greater numbers might be main- 
tained in comfort and affluence. If absurd laws or 
feudal prejudices prevent tlie people from exercising 
their industry or cultivating the earth, we are not jus- 
tified in imputing the consequence to Nature, but to 
those eri'ors in the social system, which jirevent man- 
kind from partaking of her bounty. 

The true test of misery, arising from the laws of Pro- 
vidence, is when it exists equally in all circumstances. 
I'lius the uncertainty of life, the anguish arising from 
the loss of friends, the vicissitudes of fortune, or the 
pains of sickness, may fairly be ascribed to the laws 
of our being, because they remain unchanged in all 
ages of the world. For the same reason, the exist- 
ence of a certain degree of guilt in the individual, and 
of a certain portion of suffering in the community, can 
be imputed only to the operation of these causes. But 
where misery is found tmcqtially diffused, and exists 
in a very great degree in some situations and compara- 
tively to a small extent in others, it is wholly unrea- 
sonable to ascribe it to the principles of Nature. We 
pardon certain indiscretions in the individual, and 
consider them as owing to the common frailty of our 
nature ; but when either vice or virtue rises to a veiy 
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high degree, we cease to speak of the laws of hiuna- 
liity, and consider the individual as either responsible 
or laudable for such deviations from its ordinary 
standard. 

If, therefore, the suffering in the political world is 
permanent and universal : if forms of government 
have no influence upon it, and the progress of society 
leaves it unchanged ; the only conclusion is, that it 
arises from some cause beyond the reach of human 
control, and that for some inscrutable cause it forms 
part of the destiny of man in this world. 

But if, on the other hand, the distress of mankind 
is in the higliest degree variable and uncertain : if it 
prevails to a most distressing extent in some situations, 
and in others is comparatively unknovv’u : if it is found 
to be dependant on the form of government, the pre- 
vailing institutions, the religious instruction and vir- 
tuous habits of the people ; then the fair conclusion 
is, that it arises, in part, at least, from causes within 
the reach of control : and that, althougli it can never 
be wholly removed, it may, to a very great extent, 
be alleviated by human means. 

And upon this question issue is joined with tliose 
who maintain, that “ the misery produced by Govern- 
ment is slight and superficial, compared with those 
deep-i’ooted seeds of evil which have their origin in 
the principles of human nature.”* 

Irt considering the influence of government or hu- 
man wickedness upon social happiness, it is of the 
utmost importance to atteivd to the double effect Which 
either its abuse or imjxrovernent i)roduces uj)on the 
habits and situation of mankind. 


* Malthus, edition. 



‘2*30 MODIFICATION OF THESE PRINCIl’LES 

The first eftect of bad -government or individual 
misconduct, is to produce distress and siifFering in the 
persons who are subjected to its influence ; to diminish 
the security of property ; restrain the efforts of indus- 
try ; augment the privations or unduly swell the 
nurnbers ef\he people. This effect has been felt and 
deplored since the beginning of the world, and in every 
age has consigned the oppressors of the species or cor- 
rupted societies, to the hatred and execration of man- 
kind. 

JJut this is neither its only nor its worst effect. 
A far more deplorable consequence is to be found, in 
the annihilation of all the principles destined to limit 
the increase of inankirid : in the absence of artificial 
wants, arising from the impossibility of enjoying them ; 
in the relaxation of industry, in consequence of the un- 
cerfainty of reaping its fruits ; in tlie general want of 
foresight, from the experienced impossibility of pur- 
suing a general plan for the conduct of life ; in the 
unnatural force of the passions, from the want of culti- 
VeatioM in the faculties intended for their coercion. The 
effect of social disorders and bad government, there- 
fore, is not only to increase the suffering and paralyze 
tlie jndiislry of every successive generation which is 
subjected to tlieir influence, but to spread habits among 
the people inconsistent with tlieir permanent welfare, 
and to perpetuate the misery from which it sprung, 
by destroying all connection between the rate of in- 
crease and the existing employment for the peojde. 

Tfre first effect of good government is to sjiread 
happiness and comfort among those who are subjected 
to its influence ; to give security to property ; aniina- 
tioii to industry; enjoyments to the people. These con- 
sequences have b(?en experienced, in some situations, 
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from tlie beginning of time ; and in every age have 
blended the names of patriot statesmen with the grati- 
tude and blessings of mankind. 

But this is neither its only, nor its best effect. A 
far more important consequence is to be found in the 
progressive developeraent of all the principl»?s destined 
to restrain the principle of increase : in the growth of 
artificial wants arising from the progress of opulence : 
in the diffusion of industrious habits, from the assu- 
rance of enjoying its fruits : in the spread of habits of 
foresight, from the regular and stable order of things : 
in the increased control over the ])h3'^sical passions 
from the growth of desii’es destined to counteract them. 
The effect of good government, therefore, is not only 
to promete tlie happiness and encourage the industry 
of every successive generation which is subjected to 
its influence, but to diffuse habits among the people 
which are essential to their permanent welfare : to se- 
cure the connection between the increase of mankind 
and the augmentation of the means of suppoi’ting 
them ; to provide for the permanent regulation of the 
numbers of the state, by the cornfox't and welfare of 
the individuals who compose it. 

If it is only meant by the advocates of the necessary 
misery of mankind, .to assert that the actual victims 
of oppression are few in number, in cornparisoa with 
those who suffer from the consequences of tlieir owti 
imprudence or the inability to rear a family, it may at 
once be conceded that the observation is well-founded. 
We have only to look to Ireland to be convinced of its 
truth. But if it is intended to be asserted that this im- 
prudence itself is nut mainly owing to erroneous insti- 
tutions or human wickedness, and that a tendency to 
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increase faster than subsistence can be provided in 
them, is inherent in Imraan nature, independent of the 
operation of moral causes, thei’e cannot be a greater or 
a more fatal error. To hold such an opinion is to 
throw into the shade the worst effects of wickedness 
and despotism on mankind ; to paralyze the efforts of 
the patriot and the legislator in the great cause of so- 
cial happiness ; and to ascribe to the Author of Na- 
ture, much of that suffering which in reality arises 
from our own neglect of His precepts. 

According to the different degrees in which it 
either blesses or injures its subjects, government pi*o- 
duces different I’esults on the numbers of mankind. 

Where absolute power exists in its worst form, as in 
Turkey, Persia, or Barbary, its effect is to pi’oduce a 
small and miserable population. The insecurity of 
property, the barriers to industry, the want of know- 
ledge, arrest the increase in the means of subsistence : 
while at the same time, the same circumstances, by 
preventing the growth of artificial wants, or the ac- 
quisition of habits of foresight, leave the principle of 
increase unlimited in its operation. Industry is well 
nigh extinct : labour is avoided : poverty becomes uni- 
versal. But at the same time wealth ceases to be valu- 
able, because it leads to oppression, and misery becomes 
familiar, because it is everywhere to be found. I'lie 
necessary consequence of such a state of things is to 
render the people at once few and miserable : few, be- 
cause the means of subsistence can with difficulty be 
obtained ; miserable, becaulip they are. too thoughtless 
of the future to put any restraint on their passions. 

Where oppression appears in a more mitigated form, 
as in China, Hindostan, or Ireland, the effect upon po- 
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pulation is just the reverse. The security of property, 
the safeguard of law, and the growth of industry, 
which inevitably takes place under any system of go- 
vernment which is stable and regular, and affords 
a tolerable protection to its subjects, enlarges the 
means of human subsistence. At the same time, the 
oppressions of the higher ranks, and the obstacles 
which prevent the growth of a middling class, or the 
acquisition of artificial wants by the lower, prevent 
the develope»;nent of all the limitations to the principle 
of increase. Industiyis encouraged : labour prevails, 
subsistence is increased : but the produce of that 
labour diffuses only rustic plenty throughout the 
working-classes : it enables them to satisfy the wants, 
but gives them a taste for none of the enjoyments of 
existence. Tlie natural tendcmy of such political in- 
stitutions is to produce a numerous but mi.serable i^o- 
pulation : numerous, because the means of subsistence 
admit of an easy and secure enlargement ; miserable, 
because the limitations to the principle of increase are 
unknown, and the multiplication of the .species is I’e- 
strained only by the inability of continuing it. 

The tendency of good government and favourable 
political institutions, as in Ejigland, Flanders, and 
Switzerland, is to produce a numerous and happy race 
of inhabitants : numerous, because the opening of the 
channels of industry, and the security of the fruits of 
labour, stimulate the exertions of mankind, and mul- 
tiply the means of providing for them ; happy, because 
not only is the individual .himself secured from the 
effects of oppression, but the numbers of the species 
are permanently adapted to the circumstances of so- 
ciety. The same freedom and protection which se- 
cures the welfare of the i)eople develo[)es the de- 
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sires, and awakens the ambition which are intended 
fol" the limitation of the principle of increase. {low 
great soever the multiplication of the species may be, 
it is always somewhat below what the demand for la- 
bour requires because in every rank the standard of 
comfort is* fixed at a high standard, and the rate of 
increase kept wdthin the possible means of subsistence. 

In some rare situations the effect of the strong de- 
v«Iopement of the principles of moral restraint un- 
der a favourable government, and in circumstan- 
ces where the increase of food- is attended with diffi- 
culty, is to produce a prosperous but scanty popula- 
tion : prosperous, because the number.s of the peojile 
are kept within the demand for labour by the fore- 
sight and prudence of individuals ; scantyj because 
the situation of the country opposes serious ob- 
stacles to the rapid extension of the means of subsist- 
ence. Sweden and Norway exhibit examples of this 
state of tilings, where the greatest comfort and ojiu- 
leuce pervades the cottages of the peasantry ; but the 
country, nevertheless, suffers from the ivant of a more 
extended population. 

The mere density of the numbers of manjeind, there- 
fore, can aflbrd no criterion of public welfare. This 
is the great error which the recent researches of emi- 
nent philosophers have exposed.'* From the numbers 
of the people we cannot determine with certainty 
whether the increa.se of the species has been owing 
to the encouragement given to industry, or the dis- 
couragement given to artificial wants : from the ex- 
tension of the means of maintaining additional num- 
bers, or the destruction of the barriers intended for 
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their regulation. It may safely be affirmed, indeed, 
that when the people are numerous and comfortable, 
the government is practically beneficial, whatever may 
be its form : and that where they are few and misei'able 
it is the extreme of despotism, how free soever it may 
be in appearance. But between these extit^mes there 
are an infinity of gradations, in which the numbers of 
the people afford no criterion of public happiness. 
There can be no doubt that the government of the 
Netherlands Js favourable, and that of Persia destruc- 
tive to social welfare : but if we looked to the inex’e 
numbers of the peojxle, we might conclude that the 
condition of the Irish peasantry was the most com- 
fortable, and that of the Norwegians the. most mise- 
rable in 'Europe. 

As little is the condition of tlie people to be deter- 
mined by the rate of their increa.se, on the statistical 
returns showing the proportion of marriages, births, 
and deaths. Mr Smith has observed, that he had no 
great faith in political arithmetic ;* and liis observa- 
tion is still more applicable to the population than the 
wealth of nations. The reason is obvious. In hu- 
man affairs there are -so many concurring causes 
operating, that a mere numerical result affords no 
certain indication of the presence or the absence 
of any given principle, either of good or evil. What 
bespeaks a highly pro-sperous state of society, in 
one situation, and in one period of the world, may 
be the mark of a totally opposite state of things 
in another. It is to no, purpose to say that the 
people double in twenty-five years in America, in 
fifty years in Russia, and in forty-two in the British 
empire : or that the marriages are to the numbers of 


’ Wciilth of Nfi lions. 



236 


MODIFICATION OF THESE PUINCII'EES 


both sexes as sixty-five in the first country, as ninety 
in the second, and as one hundred and twenty in the 
third. Unless the subsisting demand for labour, the 
public health, the public morals, the political and phy- 
sical state, were precisely the same in all the three 
countries, 'these numbers would point to no result on 
which reliance could be placed. The duplication of 
the numbers of the people in one hundred and fifty 
years might be a ruinously rapid increase in an Euro- 
pean monarchy ; while the same result in twenty-five 
years might be hardly suflficient to keep pace with 
the rising wants and boundless capabilities of the Ame- 
rican continent. 

If physicians wish to ascertain whether an indivi- 
dual is in good health, and is pursuing a judicious 
mode of life, they do not inquire how much he eats 
or drinks merely, or how far he walks every day, 
but they look at his general appearance, and examine 
the indications of his physical strength. If these ax*e 
favourable, if he has the robust and florid look of 
health, if his appetite is strong, his sleep sound, and his 
powers vigorous ; it may safely be concluded that 
his mode of life is upon the vi'hole salutary, and that; 
the dangers arising from some particulars in his con- 
duct are counterbalanced by the influence of other 
counteracting principles. No such conclusion could 
with safety be formed from the most minute compu- 
tations of the rate of his pulse, the rapidity of his pace, 
or the quality of his food ; for what would be highly 
dangerous to a person at .one age or in a particular 
state of body, maybe not only hannless but beneficial 
under different circumstances of age, habit, or physical 
strength. 

It is the same in the political world. The only sure 
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indication of the healthful state of the political body 
is to be found in the condition, habits, and appearance 
of the different classes who compose it. If they ex- 
hibit the signs of prosperity and comfoz*t ; if the la- 
bouring ranks are at once industrious and opulent : if 
the higher are active and intelligent : if wt'alth accu- 
mulates without degrading the poor, and populationad- 
vances without reducing the wages of labotir, — it may 
safely be concluded that the public institutions are in 
practice beneficial, and the operation of the principle 
of population in unison with the welfare of mankind. 
The condition of the people is affected by all the causes 
which are calculated either to elevate or depress the 
public welfare : and, therefore, their situation affords 
a certain test of the beneficial or injiu'ious operation 
of the whole political system. 

An examination of the state of the people in the dif- 
ferent countries of the world, is therefore the only sure 
criterion by which it can be detei’inined, whether the 
misery which is to be found in so many situations, is 
the unavoidable effect of the principle of increase : or 
results from the deranged action of that principle, 
under the pressure of erroneous political institutions 
or the action of human wickedness. 

To many it may perhaps appear unnecessary to ex- 
amine the condition of the people in different circum- 
stances, in order to show that virtue and freedom pro- 
duce hajzpiness, vice and oppression misery. A fact so 
well attested by the history of man in all ages, and in all 
situations, may seem rathar an axiom with which to set 
out in political speculations, than a conclusion to be 
derived fi’om political research. But the contrary 
opinion has been so confidently advanced of late years, 
and supported by writers of such umptesfionable ta- 
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lent, that it becomes indispensable to enter upon the 
investigation. The pains will not be misplaced, if they 
tend to re-esiahlinh the ancient connection hetweeii 
virtue, Jr eedom, and happiness ; and to shake the opi- 
nion so favourable to the encroachments of despotic 
power on the part of the ruling powers, and the illu- 
sions of self-love in individuals, that the sufferings of 
mankind are owing rather to the laws of Nature, than 
to* the prejudicial tendency of oppressive government, 
or the dissolving effects of human corruption. 

In comparing the condition of the Kuropean and 
Asiatic monarchies, the same words must be fre- 
quently taken in a very different sense. Such is the pro- 
digious difference between the circumstances of mankind 
in these different quarters of the globe, that what ap- 
pears the greatest degree of prosperity in the one, when 
contrasted with the misery which surrounds it, may 
often be taken as an unequivocal indication of wretcji- 
edness in the other. Travellers passing from the Turk- 
ish dominions, even into the worst governed countries 
ofEurope, represent the transition as almost beyond the 
reach of conception.* After traversing the deserted 
plains of Bvdgaria, the frontiers of European civilisa- 
tion in Transyh’^ania present the most agreeable spec- 
tacle : the magnitude of the cities, the smiling asjiect of 
the fields, the density of the population, the apparent 
greatness of the public wealth, remind all European 
travellers that they belong to one gi’eat community, es- 
sentially superior to any other quarter of the globe, f 
In the most despotic state of Europe the security to 
life and property, the progress of knowledge, the dif- 
fusion of wealth, the extent of the civilised popu- 
lation, is incomparably greater than in the most pros- 

VValsli, Journt^y, p. 291. 
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perous of the eastern dynasties. When it is said, 
therefore, that the people are happy in one coun- 
try and miserable in another, the words must neces- 
sarily have a very diflerent meaning when applied to 
Eurojie, and to any other quarter of the globe. 

The two great peculiarities which ..distitiguish the 
European from the Asiatic communities are their rk- 
I.IGION, and the stabii.ity of their institutions. 

It has been well^observed by a ti’avelier in the Turic- 
ish dominions,* that the religion of the eastern states, 
by fixing every thing according to ancient precejit, and 
precluding the changes which naturally arise in the 
progress of society, opposes a perpetual barrier to the 
improvement of the species : while the religion of Eu- 
rope, being less defined in its injunctions, and pre- 
scribing only the duties essential to man in all situa- 
tions, naturally accommodates itself to the pi’ogressive 
character of man. If we compare the condition of the 
Christian descendants of the Scythian hordes with 
those who have embraced the Mussulman faith, the 
truth of this I'emark will appear very conspicuous. 
Their original ancestors were the same : the hand of 
Providence or chance alone determined the direction 
of one portion of the tribe towards the western workl, 
where, under the name of Huns, Sclavonians or Goths, 
they laid the foundation of the European monarchies ; 
while another division, under the name of Moguls 
and Toorkomans, founded the Mogul and 7’urkish dy- 
nasties. It was the religion which these savage con- 
querors severally adopted, fx'otn the states they van- 
quished winch for ever separated their descendants, and 
in a few generations rendered the breach so wide, that 
the Christian warriors could hardly discern in the ene- 

» Buckingham’s Mesopotamia, i. 1S2, 18.3. 
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mies, whom they encountered in the Holy Wars, the 
traces of the lineage from which they themselves had 
sprung.* The difference since that period has become 
still more remarkable. The license of polygamy, the 
absolute authority of the Koran, and the fatal belief 
in predestination, have stopped every species of im- 
provement in the Mahometan states : while the pu- 
rity of domestic maniiers has been preserved, the li- 
bei’ty of the people obtained, and the progress of know- 
ledge secured, under the influence of a rejigion which 
inculcated the universal equality of men in the sight 
of Heaven, and inculcated the truths of Revelation, 
and discharge of his social duties on man. 

The stability of the institutions of modijrii Europe 
is the other great cause of the difference in the rela- 
tive situations of the European and Asiatic commu- 
nities. Property and rank ai’e there hereditary : fa- 
milies are jierpetuated for successive generations : and 
the wealth acquired by industry or valour is enjoyed 
for centuries by the desce.ndants of those wlio acquired 
it. Very different is the state of things in the eastern 
world. Rank is xXxcve^ personal only : the descendants of 
princes are soinetimes sold for slaves: a barber may any 
day become a vizier, or a vizier receive the bowstring ; 
riches serve often only to attract the rapacity of power: 
industry to enrich the perpetrators of violence. Under 
the equitable rule of the European Governments, la- 
bour is encouraged, from the security of enjoying its 
fruits ;-:-foresight is developed by the permanence of 
institutions ; — individual weakness in Government, 
counterbalanced by the weight of hereditary nobles. 
Under the unsettled swary of eastern potentates, weak- 
ness in the monarch leads to dissolution of his autho- 
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rity : the future is habitually disregarded from the 
impossibility of calculating upon its events : the en- 
joyments of the moment alone considered, from the 
experienced folly of sacrificing its gratification. These 
different circumstances have all a direct influence on 
the principle of increase : the insecurity ami instabi- 
lity of the east at once prevents the growth of indus- 
try, and destroys the limitations to population : the 
freedom and security of the west developes the powers 
of industry, and regulates the multiplication of the 
species. 

It is a profound sense of this distinction, so vital to 
human happiness, which will ever inspire all the real 
friends of mankind with such an abhorrence for those 
suicidal efforts on the part of the democratic faction, 
which, by aiming at the destruction of the aristocracy 
and the general ecpiality of all classes, pave the way at 
once for the establishment of arbitrary power. It is 
observed by the greatest of modern historians,* that 
tiie democratic contests of Rome, which commenced 
with the Gracchi, and terminated with the conquests 
of Ccusar, by destroying the old Roman aristocracy, 
left only for the oppression of succeeding emperors 
the level surface of Asiatic des]>otisin and Toeque- 
ville has told us, with emphatic warning, that if arbi- 
trary power should ever succeed in France, after the de- 
struction of the territorial nobility that has there taken 
place, it will no longer be the comparatively mild sw^ay 
of the old French monarchy, but a parallel to it will 
be found only in the tyrajiny of the Ciusars.”f If 
the helpless condition of a multitude of separate cul- 

* “ The Homans had aspired to be equal : they were levelled by 
the equality of serintudc?' — Gibbon, viii. 12, and viii. 40. 
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tivators in the fields or ljurghers in the cities is consi- 
dered unconnected with each other, and unprotected 
by any superior ranks interposed between them and 
the thi’one, ^Adiich has concentrated in itself the whole 
powerand authority of the state, it is evident that these 
observaticyis are of lasting application, and that demo- 
cratic revolution in Europe is a step only, but in its 
ultimate effects a certain step, to Asiatic despotism. 

. “ When the poor man,” it has been said, “ yields to 
the impulse of nature, and couti-acts an imprudent 
marriage, he l)lnmcs, at a later period of life, tlie un- 
just institutions of man which have involved his family 
in want and wretchedness ; he laments the unequal 
distribution of ])roperty and earthly blessings, and 
pei’baps charges the Author of his nature with the 
origin of his sufferings. He never considers that he 
has himself, and not his Government or his God, to 
blame for the burden with which he is oppi’essed.”* 
If the preceding observations ai’e in any degree well- 
founded, tlie complaints of the poor man are often 
better founded than have been generally imagined. 
Granting that the immediate causes of the difliculties 
which he exj)erionces may be the imprudent marriage 
in which be isll^mlvedjthe question remains what was 
the ultimate, or, as physicians would say, the predis- 
posing cause ? What induced him to contract this 
imprudent marriage, when there was no demand for 
an increasing population, and no outlet for additional 
numbers ? It is no answer to this to say it was his own 
passions ; for if these passions had had fair play they 
might possibly have been counteracted and controlled 
by other desires, equally provided by the Author of 
Nature, and specially adapted for the circumstances in 
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which he is placed. Instead of a thoughtless peasant, 
having nothing to lose, awake only to the impulse of 
his desires, and totally regardless of the future in all his 
actions, he might have been a frugal labourer, accustom- 
ed to habits of comfort, having a rank in society to sup- 
port, and increasing artificial wants to gratify. It is in 
reality, therefore, the institutions under which he lives 
which are often to blame, because, but for some oppres- 
sion to which he or his country has been subjected, he 
would probaljly have acquired the habit of self-com- 
mand, and been led in following his own inclinations, to 
have acted in a u’ay conformable to his own and the pub- 
lic welfare. If a parent deprives his child of the advan- 
tagesof religion oreducation,he has noright toirn peach 
either the Author of Nature for the principles udiich he 
has implanted, or liis child for the weakness or degene- 
racy which he exhibits. Let him blame himself for the 
vicious habits which he has encouraged, and the fatal 
ascendency of the passions which they have occasioned. 

It is a most remarkable fact, totally at variance with 
what might a priori be expected, but confirmed by the 
universal experience of mankind, ;tkat the dominion of 
reason over the passiorus, tlie habit pf lforesight, and 
the power of forming a systematic plan fot? the con- 
duct of life, are just in proportion to thedegroein which 
the danger of imrnediede leant, or the pressure (^'ac- 
tual suffering have been rejiovei ) from mankind. 
The savage w'ho has no stock whatever for his sup- 
port, — who is in danger of immediate starvation if his 
wonted supplies from the chace or his herds w’ere to 
fail, — is totally regardless of the future in every part of 
the w'orld ; w'hile the rich man, w'hose subsistence and 
affluence are almost beyond the reach of chance, is in- 
cessantly disquieted about the manner in VB^jcb his 
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subsequent life is to be spent. The certain prospect of 
instant death to himself and all that are dear to him, 
from the occurrence of a very probable event, is un- 
able to draw the attention of the one from the enjoy- 
ments of the moment ; while the sh'i^ht and improbable 
chance o#a diminution in the smallest articles of/h- 
ture comfort, renders the other indilferent to the means 
of preftent enjoyment vvliich are vv ithin his reach. 

‘ With the possession of property, the accpiisition of 
habits of comfort, and the extension of artificial Avants, 
th ese habits of foresiglit and self-control uniformly in- 
crease in every part of the world. AVith the depri- 
vation of jiroperty, the insecurity of life, and the di- 
minution of comfort, they as certainly diminish. They 
exist in the highest degree among the rich and afflu- 
ent, among whom real misery, at least so far as it arises 
from destitution, is nev'er felt ; while they are utterly 
unknown among the lowest classes, to whom it has un- 
fortunately become habitual. Tliey are to be found al- 
most universally in the House of Peers and wealthy 
landholders, while tluy will be sought for in vain 
among the bogs of Ireland. 

It is from this peculiarity of human natuz-e that 
the fatal influence of de-spotimi, Aviiether monarchical 
or tlemocratic, upon population is deidved. It is 
not in the power of governmvmt to prevent the in- 
stinctive passions of our natin-e from being felt ; but 
it can efiectually prev'ent the limitations to these pas- 
sions from being dcA^eloped ; it cannot render men re- 
gardless of the gratificat’on of the present moment, 
but it can render them ruinously insensible to the 
dangers Avhich attend them. It cannot extinguish the 
vivifying powei's of Natui'c, but it can give a forced 
iliPection to its vegetation, and bring forth the chok- 
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ed luxuriance of the forest, where the regulated riches 
of cultivation should have been. 

It is dangerous, however, to arraign the wisdom of 
Nature. That oppressive government is contrary to 
her intentions, may safely be inferred from its uniform 
tendency to diminish the happiness of maakind. But 
upon a nearer examination it will be found, tliat the 
recklessness of the future, which is the uniform con- 
sequence of public suffei'ing, is essential both to tlie 
lasting fortunes of (he sj)ecies, and the ultimate cor- 
rection of the evils from which it has originated. 

It must constantly be borne in mind, that the in- 
tentions of Nature extend not oiily to the jH’eserv.'ition 
or welfare of the individual, but to the maintenance and 
advanceinent of the race ; and that the means by which 
this j)rogre.ss is secured, are to be found in the natural 
influence of circumstances on individual characters, and 
the influence which their accumulated weight has uj)- 
on the progress of events. It has been already shown,* 
that the uru*estrained o[»eration of the principle of po- 
pulation is essentia], in the first ages of .society, to the 
existence and disj)er.sion of the species ; and that, but 
for the recklessness with whicli marriages are con- 
tracted in savage life, mankind would have perished 
in the woods, or never been driven into the thorny 
path of human improvement. The same necessity 
exists for its uru’estrained operation under the despotic 
sway of arbitrary Governments. I’liere also, the exist- 
ence of the .sj)ecies is at stake, from the difliculties 
with which it is surrounded ; and but for the unlimit- 
ed operation of the principle of increase, the race oi' 
man might become extinct, and all tlie advantages of 

- ’ Sev Cliap. t. 
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civilisation lost, from the transient oppression of its 
rulers. The total absence of artificial vt’^ants or habits 
of foresight, renders the principle of population unre- 
strained in Persia and the 7’urkish empire ; yet with 
all this the human race is rapidly on the decline in 
these fruitful regions : and the traveller, accustomed 
to the peopled realms of Europe, dreads the total 
failure of the species in the regions best adapted for its 
ex!tension.* If population advanced with the mea- 
sured strides under these despotic governments, which 
prevails in the states of inodcuTi Eurojie, it would long 
ago have disappeared, and mankind, as in the Arnei’i- 
can forests, would have commenced their career anew, 
in the very scenes where it u'as fii’st created. From 
these fatal consequences the species is for eVer pre- 
served by the improvidence and recklessness which 
have so often been observed by travellers, and so often 
censured by superficial thinkers. It is this which, in 
the gloom equally as the sunshine of political life, per- 
petuates the great family of mankind ; which, by the 
continued production of fresh inhabitants, imposes the 
necessity of continued exertion, under circumstances 
where its ordinary inducements have been withdrawn; 
and thus preserves the ark of the human race, through 
seasons of peril, M’hen tlie light of hope Avas with- 
drawn, and reason would have despaired of its for- 
tunes. 

Nor is the prevalence of these habits less important 
in bringing about the downfal of those oppressive in- 
stitutions which have contributed to their general 
diffusion. Where despotism exists in its worst form, 

- — where it has thinned the numbers and crushed the 

* Walsh, p? 18lr. Buckingham, ii. 5;?, 57. 
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prosperity of the people, — it induces that listlessness 
concerning the future, that fixed belief in predestina- 
tion, that aversion to individual exertion, which are at 
once the forerunners and the instruments of political 
dissolution. When men are accustomed to disregard 
the future in all their actions, to dwell onlymn the en- 
joyment of the moment, and to sacrifice nothing for 
subsetpient advantage, they become incapable of those 
efforts of duty which the defence of their country re- 
quires. To -this cause, to the experienced disinclina- 
tion of its inhabitants to sacrifice any thing for the 
support of their country, the decline of tin; lioman 
jiower was ascribed even by the contemporary histo- 
rians ;* and the same fatal apathy has in our times been 
palsying the eflbrts of the Tiirkish government, under 
a similar pressure of barbarian invasion. 

The same indifference to the future, is the remote 
cause of the removal of those political restrictions, 
which in more civilized states occasion a diseased 
operation of the principle of increase, and that redun- 
dancy of population which is regarded witfi .so much 
dismay by the sufferers under its efl’ects. Mr Arthui* 
Young has truly described the deplorable indigence of 
the French peasantry prior to the Revolution, and the 
present age has sufficiently experienced the evils 
arising from the miserable condition of the Irish poor. 
Postei'ity, however, will not fail to remark, that the 
sufferings of the peasantry in France brought about 
the Revolution, by which the condition of the labour- 
ing poor was in the first iivstance at least considerably, 
and, but for the enormous sins they committed during 
its progress would have been durably improved ;f c\nd 

* Gibbon, iii, 06, 67. 
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we are ourselves Witnesses to the formidable weight 
which the Irish people have acquired, since the re- 
dundance of their population has swelled the ranks of 
the disaffected, and deluged their neighbours with dis- 
tress. The political or imaginary grievances of Ireland 
might ha?/e been long enough disregarded by the 
English people : but when she thundered in the name 
of seven inillions, they could no longer be overlooked: 
her real grievances had for centuries overspread her 
own plains with unheeded sullering, but when they 
filled the English parishes with paupers, and the 
English cities witli destitution, the magnitude of the 
evil attracted universal attention to the means of its 
removal.* Five centuries have elapsed since the Eng- 

^ It is now more than five c-enturies since Donald O’Niel, King ofc 
Ulster, addressed this memorial in name of the Irish peojiie to Pope 
John XXII. ** Holy l^\ither, we transmit tt> you an exact account of 
the grievances sustained by ourselvt^s, and our ancestors, from the 
Kings of Kngland, and their agents, the Barons l)orn in Ireland. After 
having been driven by violence from our houses, our fields, and our pa- 
ternal iulieritarices ; after having been conij>ellt*d to save our lives to 
take refuge in morasses, caves, and mountains, they still incessantly 
harass us in our retreats to effect our final exjuilsion from the country. 
Hence Im.s arisen between us an inextinguishable hatre<], and it -is a 
former l^ope who originally lirought us into this miserable situation. 
The Eiiglisli at first jjromised to fashion the Irish people to civilized 
manners, and to give tliem good lawvS : instead of that they have an- 
nihilated our former institutions, and have either left us without any 
laws, or established those which were only founded on injustice. * * ^ 
All these grievances, joined to the difference of language and manners^ 
which subsists between us, renders it in \’ain to h(>})e that any peace 
or truce can subsist between us, so strong on their part is the desire to 
maintain their ascendency : so vehement on ours tlie passion to es- 
cape from an intolerable servitude, and recover the Iieritage of our an- 
c'estors. We nourish hi tlie bottom'of our heart.s an inveterate hatred, 
founded on the recollection of long injustice, on the murder of our 
tilth ers, our brothers, and our relations, which will never be extin- 
giiislied ill our own time or in that of our descendants. For this rea- 
son, without regret and Avithout remorse, so long as avc live, shall we 
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lish standard was first planted in Ireland, and English 
cupidity laid in the confiscation of its landed pro- 
perty the deep foundation of suffering to the one 
countr)'', and retribution to the other ; and the mor- 
tal hatred sworn by tlie early Irish to the English 
power is still unappeased : blood has fhnred in our 
days from the effects of this long resentment, and 
the empire is now involved in difficulties, chiefly 
from- the numbers, the turbulence, and the rnisefy 
of the children of this oppressed race. Towards 
nations, if not to individuals, Ihovidence is truly 
a jealous God, and visits the sins of the fathers upon 
the children ; in the consequences which naturally 
arise from injustice is provided the punishment which 
its wickedness deserves : in the effects whicli flow 
from its severity, the means of ultimately destroying 
it. It is thus, that when the errors in the political sys- 
tem are not great enough to thin the numbers of the 
people, and weaken the political power of the state, 
they occasion that convulsion at home which ultimate- 
ly leads to their removal. The misery, therefore, whicli 
is the immediate consequence of the redundant popula- 
tion which flows from political oppression, is in fact the 
means which nature takes to hasten the downfal of 
the institutions which have occasioned it ; like the 
swelling of a limb which has been wounded or im- 
bibed poisonous matter, it is the effort of natui'e to 

combat for the defence of our rights : nor shall wn ever cease to com- 
bat till the time when they themselves from want of power shall iiave 
ceased to wrong us, a?id till the Judyc shall have taken vcn~ 

tfcancc on them fo7' their crimesy ivhich sooner or later we a.re Jirmlif 
convinced will take place. Till that event takes placcy ive vow an cter^ 
nal and mortal war with our oppressors^ (Fordiin, Hist. Scot. V’^ol. iv. 

p 0^2.) 
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discharge the noxious substance which occasions the 
suffering. The benevolent laws of Nature are in- 
cessantly operating for the good of man, even M’hen 
their tendency is most mistaken by human observers. 
At the moment when the misery of Ireland was 
confidently appealed to, as demonstrating the una- 
voidable pressure of population upon subsistence, that 
very misery was the means which she Avas taking to 
tt?rminate the distresses of the country, and heal the 
wounds of the social system. 

The unhealthy action of the principle of population 
will always terminate when it is no longer required, 
from the evil being discharged which has occasioned 
it. It may safely be predicted, that when the real 
causes of the sufferings of the Irish poor are remoA'’ed, 
their superfluous numbers will disappear, the habits of 
rapid increase will be abandoned, and comfort and 
industry will resume their sway. It will neither be, 
hoM’ever, by democratic power, nor municipal px-ivi- 
leges, by Romish ascendency, nor popular agitation, 
that these evils will be i-emoved. Repose, not excite- 
ment, must be the basis on which it is x-ested ; ox-der, 
not intimidation ; security, not texTor ; i*etiring in- 
dustry, xiot obtrusive ambition. The combined in- 
fluence of feudal tyranny and English oppression, oc- 
casioned a similar morbid action of the principle of 
population in Scotland two hundred years ago ; ixidi- 
gence and suffering uxiiversally prevailed ; innume- 
rable acts of Parliament to remove the evil wex'e pas- 
sed in vain ; and at the union of the kingdoms, a Ji/th 
of the whole population of the country, amounting 
to itco hundred thousand persotis, Avere in a state 
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of importunate and hoj)eless mendicity. This is 
as great a proportion as ever obtained in Ireland, 
even in its periods of greatest distress. No sooner, 
however, was peace restored to the country by the 
abolition of religious persecution, f the repeal of feu- 
dal privileges, | the establishment of a regular and 
steady administration of justice, and the introduc- 
tion of a general system of parochial and religious 
instruction, § than this enormous body of mendi- 
cants was absorbed in the useful occupations of life ; 
the idleness and i2nprovidencewhiclj had so fatally cha- 
racterized the lou'er orders during the 2)ei iod of their 
oi>{)ression, were exchanged for habits of industry and 
frugality ; tlie contimial pressure of jiopulation ui>on 
subsistence ceased when the chaiAiels of wealth w'ere 
enlarged, and the means of comfort afforded ; and 
within less than a century after the jieriod of their 
lowest degradation, the Scottish 2)au2)ers had entirely 
disapjieared, the habit of im2)rovident increase was 
unknow'ii, wdiile the increasing demand for labour had 
more than doubled the industrious i)opulation. 

Nor is it to be imagined that the ha2)piness of the 
individuals who are subjected to desj)otic government 
is necessarily sacrificed during the effort of nature to 
throw off the load which oppi’esses it. The same 
imi)rovidence and disx’egard of the futux’e, which is 
the immediate cause of the gx’ovvtlx of a redixndant 
population, affox’d soux’ces of enjoyxnent to the indivi- 
dual unkixowxx in civilized life, and softens the stroke 
of suftering to a degx'ee wdxiph can hax’dly be coixceived 
in more ixi’osjxerous states. It is by suixposing the 

* FJetchor of Salton, Speech on Union. 

f By the Act 1090, c. 19, f By 20 tieo. 11. c. .10. $ By 1696, c. 2(i- 
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subjects of such governments actuated with our feel- 
ings, desii’es, and habits, that their condition appears 
so unhappy. Wtv forget that nature has accommodated 
the human mind to all the circumstances in which 
mankind can be placed, under the varied physical and 
political circumstances of the species, and that in- 
stincts and gratifications to us unknown, compensate 
to them for the want of those enjoyments which to 
us appear indispensable. The country of Europe 
where distress apjiears in its more aggnxvated form 
is Ireland ; and Persia is the dynasty of the (‘ast, 
where desolation and misrule have longest prevailed : 
yet every person who has visited the former country 
has observed the uniform cheerfulness and joyous 
habits of the peasantry;* a very competent obser- 
ver has expressed a doubt whether the people of Per- 
sia do not enjoy life as much as in the more civilized 
and laborious states of Europe ;f and the able author, 
who has demonstrated that it is in the pui'ity of do- 
mestic life and simplicity of manners in the east that 
the real antidote to the whole political evils to which 
they have so loxig been subjected is to be found, has 
confidently asserted the opinion, tliat the average 
amount of human happiness and virtue is not less 
in the east than the west. ,t Phe Fi'cnch peasan- 
try danced and sung in the midst of the political 
evils which led to the lievolution ; and even un- 
der the horrors of West Indian slavery, the evening 
assemblies of the negroes present a specimen of tem- 
porary felicity, rarely witnessed amidst the freedom 

* Young’s Ireland, Vol. i. 15i4, Isie. ■)■ Buckingham’s Persia. 

I Urquhart’.s Sj)irit of the East, ii. 377, ts;!). 



rnoM«UMAN conniiPTioN. 253 

oi’ luxury of their oppressors.* The freedom from 
anxiety, the sweetness of momentary gratification, the 
relaxation from labour which result from the pi*eva- 
lence of habits of improvidence, frequently compen- 
sate to the individual for the dear bought comforts of 
prosperous life, wliile suffering loses half its bitterness 
by never being foreseen, and misfortune half its seve- 
rity by being speedily forgot. “ In peace of mind 
and ease of body,” says Mr Smith, “ all ranks of men 
are nearly qpon a level, and the beggar who suns 
himself by the highway, jicssesses the security that 
kings are fighting for.”f 

However much, thei'efore, we may lament the ef- 
fects of despotic government upon social happiness : 
however strongly we may i)erceive its tendency to de- 
range the progress of the social system, and induce 
habits inconsistent with the permanent welfare of 
mankind, we must not imagine that the individuals 
who are subjected to its influence are necessarily un- 
happy, or that the misery wdiich we ascribe to the state 
in general, in reality comes home to all its members. 
It would be more correct to say, that it removes men 
« stage hack in the journey of i)olitical life, and com- 
pels them in tlie midst of civilized society to adopt 
the habits and depend upon the enjoyments of savage 
manners. Such a change is a very great evil in a 
political point of view, and the misrule which occasions 
it can never be too severely censured by political writ- 
ers : but it is by no means destructive of the happi- 
ness of the persons who arp subjected to it. Here, as 
in other instances, the benevolence of nature inter- 


* Humboldt, Vol. xi. 127, iii. 421. 
t Moral Sentiments. 
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feres to soften the effects of human injustice ; and as 
the diffusion of habits of improvidence has become 
essential to the pji’eservation of the race, and the cor- 
rection of the errors of the social system, so the indul- 
gence of these habits is rendered the means of afford- 
ing to the individual members of society as much fe- 
licity as their circumstances will admit. If they re- 
tained under the severity of eastern despotism the cau- 
tious conduct, tlie long foresight, tlie accumulating 
habits of Euroj)cau freedom, the existence of such dis- 
positions would be as fatal to the hapj)iness of indi- 
viduals, as it would be dangerous to the preservation 
of the species. Life would in that view be a continual 
scene of disappointment : a constant straining after 
objects which would never be attained : an incessant 
craving for enjoyments which u'ere beyond the reach 
of human exertion. It is by ejijoying the present on- 
ly without a thought of the future : by recurring to 
the pleasures which despotism cannot take away, and 
by never feeling the wants which freedom produces, 
that existence is in such circumstances reconciled with 
the loss of all the objects for whicli men in civilized 
life would care to live. While we lament, therefore, 
the political causes which have established such ha- 
bits in the advanced stages of society, let us not over- 
look their important effects ujk)!) the future destinies 
of mankind : let us recollect their influence in pre- 
serving the race through all its misfortunes, and pre- 
paring the means of tlieir final removal : and admire 
the wisdom of Nature which has reconciled such ha- 
bits with individual felicity, and rendered them the 
means of softening that suffering which they are ul- 
timately destined to destroy. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

ON THE PRINCIPI.ES OF DECAY AND RENOVATION IN 
HUMAN AFFAIRS. 

ARGUMENT. 

Necessity for some check to Human Depravity and Increase in many states 
— Provision for it in the decay of Natiorial Virtne and (^\>iirage — Prodigious 
ravages of War in ancient times — Necessity for sucli destruction at intervals of 
the species — Difference in modern times — Pr!iicii>lcs of Renovation and in- 
creased vigour Mdiieli are tluTC conspicuous, wluch render the destruction of 
Empires unnecessary as long as they continue — C'hancos of their longer endur- 
ance — Cause? of Corruption incident to Free States— -Spirit of Faction and 
ra})id decay of public \'irtue from Democratic Ascendency — Final Catise of 
these r.avvs of Nature. 

As the sins of individuals, the vices of the populace, 
and the oppression of the higher orders, have in every 
period of the world contributed to check the oi)era- 
tion of the principles, destined to limit the progress of 
population ; so the interests of mankind imperatively 
require that some powerful and irresistible cause 
should exist, calculated to coerce the increase of the 
species in all circumstances when they approach the 
boundary of human subsistence. It is not enough 
that feelings and desires are implanted in the breast 
of man, calculated to limit the rate of his increase, 
when their operation is required, in favourable si- 
tuations, and under the rule of justice and free- 
dom. If the limitations to population arose only in 
such circumstances, the chief dangers arising from 
a redundance in the numbers of the species would be 
uncontrolled. A provision is indispensably required 
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for those wlio are subjected to injustice and oppres- 
sion, — in whom selfishness, vice, and folly, reign trium- 
phant, — some causes which shall terminate the reign ot 
profligacy on the earth, and effect, by ruder means, 
that change in the habits and situation of mankind 
which is iv)t permitted to arise from the developement 
of their desires. 

These causes are to he found in the concomitant ef- 
fects of the very corruption, selfishness, and oppres- 
sion, which render their operation necessary. From 
the moment that these causes of evil commence their 
career in society, an under-current begins to flow, 
which is destined ultimately, if tlie torrent is uncheck- 
ed, to destroy it. The same circumstances which make 
a renovation in the political system necessary, prepare 
the means of its accomplishment. 

“ 'i'he history of the world,” says Gibbon, “ con- 
tains one perpetual round : valour, greatness, discord, 
degeneracy, and decline.” It is impossible to survey 
the former annals of mankind without being convinced 
that this observation has hitherto at least been well 
founded. VTe perceive in the history of past nations, 
that wealth and greatness have uniformly led to cor- 
ruiition, and that tlie decline of public virtue speedily 
follows the successes which have crowned its exertions. 
We may trace among nations a kind of spontaneous 
return to obscurity and weakness, when, in spite of 
perpetual admonitions of the danger they run, they 
suffer themselves at one period to he reduced by 
powers who could not haye entered into competition 
with them at another, and by forces they have often 
baffled and despised. “ Appearances of this sort,” says 
Mr Fergusson, “ have given rise to a general appre- 
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hensionthat the progress of societies, to what we call 
the heights of national greatness, is not more natural 
than their return to weakness and obscurity, is neces- 
sary and unavoidable. The images of youth and old 
age are applied to nations, and communities, like sin- 
gle men, are supposed to have a period of'life, and a 
length of thread, which is sjiim liy the fates in one 
part miiform and strong, in another weakened and 
shattered by use : to be cut when the destined era is 
come, and make way for a renewal of the emblem in 
the case of those who rise in succession.” “ Carthage,” 
says Polybius, “ being so much the older than Rome, 
had felt her decay so much the sooner, and the sur- 
vivor, too, he foresaw, carried in her bosom the seeds 
of mortality.”* 

Melancholy as these reflections are to those who 
aim at conferring immortality on a single state, they 
suggest very different ideas to those who trace tlie 
general progress of the human race : and there is per- 
haps no subject so well calculated to display the be- 
neficent wisdom of Nature, as that tendency to decay, 
in separate nations, which has so often been the sub- 
ject of regret. 

There is nothing in history more remarkable than 
the rapid increase and pi’odigious extent of population 
in favourable situations, in early times. The greatest 
woi'ks which have yet been undertaken by man, the 
Avails of Babylon, the Tower of Babel, the Pyramids 
of Egypt, were achieved in the infancy of society. Be- 
fore the race of man had spread beyond the regions 
immediate!}^ adjoining that in which it was first crad- 
led, the most stupendous monuments of human indus- 

C'ivil Society, p. iii. § iv. 

VOI.. I. R 



258 


PIUNCIPLES OF DECAY AND RENOVATION 


try had been raised. Admitting that there is some 
exaggeration in the accounts given by the earliest 
historians of the Assyrian and Babylonian monar- 
chies ; even if we should distrust the hundred gates 
of Thebes and the gigantic walls of Babylon, still 
enough refnains in the ruins of these structures to de- 
monstrate the prodigious eftbi’ts of human strength 
which must have been exerted in their construction.* 
After the lapse of 4000 years the ruins of the 'rower of 
Babel still attest the first dispersion of mankind, f and 
the Pyramids, gray with the lapse of forty centuries, 
“ still stand erect and uii-shaken above the floods of 
the Nile.” 'Phe remains of the walls of Nineveh, 
which once stretched eighteen miles along the shores 
of the Tigris, and were surmounted by fifteen hun- 
dred towers, each of them two hundred feet high,:}; are 
mistaken from their magnitude for the works of Na- 
ture and from the prodigious ruins of Babylon, the 
cities of Ctesiphon, Seleucia, and Bagdad, have been 
subsecpiently formed, j|— the successive capitals of the 
Parthian, the Persian, and Mahometan empires, — the 
least considerable of which contained, at one period, six 
hundred thousand inhabitants.^ 'Phe villagesof Persia 
and Asia Minor are generally placed in the midst of 
extensive ruins, attesting the immense population of 
ancient times,** and the palaces of modern Rome have 
been built tVoni the skeleton of her imperial predeces- 
■sor. When an accidental fire in the late war con- 

* They are stated to have formed a square lo miles long on each 
side, and 350 feet high, — Ilorodot. i. c. 180. 

f Ilindvingham's Mesopotamia, ii, 47-40. 

X Diodorus Siculus, ii. c. 32, Buckingham’s Mesopotamia, ii. 61, 62. 

§ Buckingham’s Mesopotamia, ii. 51. 

j| Porter’s Travels in Persia, ii. Oillies’s Greece, \\ 2.38, 

Porter, i. 2.36, KeppeVs Travels, ii. 1 IT-llS). 
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sumcd a large part of the forest on the coast of Asia 
Minor, the ruins of vast cities appeared on the moun- 
tains, and, after a night of a thousand years, again glit- 
tered in the rays of the sun. The immense population 
and prolific powers of India could not be repressed even 
by the twelve dreadful irruptions of the Tartar tribes, 
and in the deserted jungles of Bengal, extensive edi- 
fices are still discovered by the huntsman, the names 
of which have perished in the lapse of time. . 

Appeararices of this sort are decisive of the state 
of society in which tliey originated. They indicate 
the labours of a vast population, assembled by the force 
of a despotic govei*nnient, and crushed by the weight 
of the power which maintained them. From the in- 
dustry of freemen sucli gigantic structures can never 
be expected : the price of labour wlierc the indivi- 
dual is free to choose his oavu emjiloyment, precludes 
their commencement. Tlie example of Athens un- 
der Pericles is no exception to this remark : a state 
which has 30,000 free citizens and 400,000 slaves,^ 
c-annot be considered as a free country. It was not 
during the Roman republic that the Coliseum, or the 
Baths of Caracalla were formed : but in Rome under 
the emperors, when tiie wealtli of tlie world was la- 
vished on the ornament of the imperial city. The 
venerable cathedrals of modern Europe arose during 
the influence of Catholic superstition, when the gi’eat 
body of the people were sindc in slavery : no similar 
structure could be attempted amid the free states of 
later times. For a parallel to the edifices of an- 
tiquity, we must not resort to the cities of England 
or America, but to Paris as it was adorned under the 


Gillics’j; Greece, v. 371. 
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despotism of Napoleon, or to Petersburg,* as it has 
grown beneath the ambition of oriental power. 

Abundant histoi'ical evidence, accoi'dingly, remains 
to prove that the mighty empires and splendid struc- 
tures of antiquity were raised by the hands of an 
enslaved population. The innumerable armies of the 
east, in every age, bespeak the coercion of arbitrary 
power : the battalions of freemen, superior in valour, 
are infinitelyinferior in numbers. We are informed that 
when Babylon was commenced, two millions of inhabi- 
tants were drawn together from all parts of thcempire;f 
and the Pyramids were in all probability erected by 
the Jews during the days of their Egyptian bondage. 
The single fact, that in all the states of antiquity, the 
great bulk of the labouring classe.s were slm-Cft, de- 
monstrates the condition of the peojile even in the 
most favourable situations. Each Si)artan who fought 
at Platea was accompanied by seven Helots ; a fiict 
which shews that the slaves in Laconia were at 
least ten times as numerous as the freemen. It is 
established that foreigners i*esorted from all quarters 
to enjoy the benefits of the Athenian constitution ;t 
yet even in Attica the freemen were not above a 
twentieth part of the whole popvdation. I’o so ex- 
traordinary a degree had servitude increased under the 
Roman empire, that it was not unusual to find the slaves 
amount to 400 in a single family : and when a propo- 
sal was introduced in the senate that the slaves should 
wear a particular dress, it was prudently dropped, 
lest it should be discovered how few the freemen U'^ere 


• Clarke, xi- 3f)IS9'2, 
f Herodotus, tii. 37, 

1 OUlies’s Greece, v. 371, 
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in comparison to their number.* If such was the con- 
dition of the labouring classes even in the free states 
of antiquity, it may be imagined, that, under the des- 
potic sway of the eastern monarchs, their condition was 
still more deplorable. In our admiration for the ge- 
nius, the patriotism, and the magnanimity which chai'ac- 
terized the free citizens of Greece and Rome, or for the 
splendid monuments of ancient magnificence, we over- 
look the degradation and misery of the great body t)f 
the people ; .we forget that these virtues belonged to 
the higlier orders alone, and tliat this splendour Avas 
raised bj' the hands of an enslaved population, or 
Avrung from the labour of captiA'e proAunces. 

As it Avas the tendency of tile political institutions 
of ancient times, tlicrefore, as it still is of the eastern 
empires, f to draw men together in great nuinbers into 
one spot, Avhere tliey were subjected to domestic or po- 
litical servitude, it is obvious that the limitations to 
the principle of j)opulation could not be developed 
among their inhabitants. All these limitations arise 
from the security of property : from the enjoyment of 
freedom, and the acquisition of artificial wants. When 
men are kept in a state of slavery, AA'ithout either 
knoAvledge or property, or tlie means of individual 
elevation, their operation can ncA’-er commence. In 
the ancient Avorld, accordingly, the pi'inciple of in- 
crease AA’^as almost unlimited in its operation : and in 
those situations Avhere the bounty of Nature readily 
yielded the means of subsistence, in the plains of 
Mesopotamia, on the banhs of the Nile, or the shores 
of the Ganges, the earth Avas early covered Avith an 
almost incredible multitude of inliabitants. 


* Tacitus, xi. 2‘k 


Travels, VoL ii. '^7'^. 
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We have already observed* the essential import- 
ance of this powerful operation of the principle of po- 
inilation, and rapid increase of mankind, in order to 
spread the human race over the globe, and overcome 
the obstacles with wliich the early progress of the spe- 
cies were attended. But the contimiance of the same 
habits at a later period, when society had assumed a 
regular form, and the difficulties of early civilisation 
had been overcome, could not fail to have endangered 
the welfai'e of mankind. If the vast and early popula- 
tion of Babylon, Persepolis, or Borne, had subsisted to 
the present times, without any diminution in their ha- 
bits of increase, it is difficult to form a conception of 
the state in which they w'ould now have appeared. 
That the finest regions of the globe would have been 
filled with inhabitants, destitute of freedom, energy, 
or public virtue, and that mankind would have been 
constantly bordering on the limits of subsistence, may 
fairly be concluded. We have only to turn to China 
to perceive the consequence of such stability in politi- 
cal institvitions, when unaccompanied by the energy of 
a few people. 

Nor is it only from the dangers of a redundant po- 
pulation that the duration of the dynasties of antiquity 
would have perilled the hajipiness of the species. 'I'he 
corruption of manners, which in despotic states has 
been uniformly found to accompany the acquisition of 
extensive dominion, and the degeneracy flowing from 
the enjoyment of public wealth, would have produced 
consequences not less fatal^ to the moral character, of 
mankind. In modern Europe we can form no con- 
ception of that debasement which in ancient times fol- 


' Supra, Chap. 1. 
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lowed the splendours of national success. U'he pages 
of Tacitus have conferred a lasting benefit upon the 
species, by portraying the terrible effects which fol- 
lowed the victories of the Roman arms, and desti’oyed 
the character of a once generous and noble people. 
So universal had this degeneracy become in the later 
stages of the empire, that it reached even the remotest 
provinces of their wide dominion, and rendered the 
Roman name, in the estimation of the northern states, 
synonymous, with everything which was most base 
and revolting among mankind.*^ If such was the fate 
of the country of Scijiio and Fabricius. — of the jieojjle 
whose energy subdued the fairest portions of the globe, 
and blessed mankind by the excellence of their civil 
government, f — what would have been the condition of 
the species, if the despotic empires which were over- 
thrown by their arms had still subsisted As if to 
demonstrate the consequence of such an event, one 
mighty empire survived the general wreck ; during 
the long night of a thousand years, 'the Byzantine 
annals exhibit a continual decline in the character of 
tlie species ; and at the period of its final overthrow, 
the human race had sunk incomparably lower than in 
those, provinces of the empire which had first fallen 
before the arms of the barbarians. The same age 
which witnessed the fall of the Greek empire beheld 
the revival of liberty and knowledge amidst the de- 
scendants of the Gothic conquerors of Italy, and the 
fugitives from the sack of Constantinople, heard the 
poetry of Dante, and behehl the dome of St Peter’s. 

From the possibility of such dangers mankind 
are effectually secured by the consequences of the 


Liutprand, ii. 4Sl. 


t Oibbon, ix. I irv 
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same conniption which threatened to produce them. 
Coeval with the population which it w'as ultimately 
destined to clieck, there existed in the states of the 
ancient world a tendency to decay, arising from the 
imperfection and injustice of 'human institutions. The 
same depression of the labouring classes which ren- 
dered the princijiJe of population unlimited in its ope- 
ration, develojied the causes of national decline. The 
selfishness, the corruption, the eireininacy which the 
acquisition of wealtli and the enjoyments of peace 
invariabJi' jn-miuce, undermined the foundations of 
public pro.spcrif}^, and prejiarcd tlie downhil of a sys- 
tem which counteracted the ends of the social union. 

Universally it will be found that the loss military 
virtue is the first effect of the corruption of public cha- 
racter, and tile continued debasement of the great body 
of the peoide. This is a most important circumstance, 
because it deprives the state, which is so degraded, of 
all means of defending itself from its aggressors, and 
exposes its wealth, without the means of I’csistance, to 
the rapacity of invaders. It is liy this hnv of nature 
that the equilibrium of the social system is preserved; 
and a limitation provided to the increase of mankind, 
where the laws destined for its regulation are not jier- 
initted to dcvelope themselves. 

Ilow much soever wealth and luxury may corrupt 
their possessors, in the rich and fertile districts of the 
globe, there arc always some situations, in which the 
influence of such sources of depravity cannot gene- 
rally be felt. In the cold and sterile regions of the 
North, and in the desert plains of the South, wealth 
cannot be accumulated,and men cannot decay- Scythia 
and Arabia, accordingly, have in every age been 
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peopled by inhabitants leading the same nomade 
life, and possessing the same active and hardy charac- 
ter. Imperious necessity chains them to frugality ; 
the sterility that surrounds them sets a limit to their 
desires ; the hardships they experience sustains their 
fortitude. The character of the pastoral aations has 
in every age been the same, because they are compel- 
led by circumstances to the same mode of life in every 
period of the world. The Tartars of the ])resent day 
dilFer in no yespect from their ancestor.sin the days of 
Herodotus; and in the manners of tlie vvander'ing 
tribes who now infest the deserts of Mesopotamia, we 
are transported to the days when Abraham sojourned 
in the land of Urr.* 

While the greater part of the globe furnishes the 
means of a vast increase in the numbers, and an in- 
cessant change in the habits of men, it is in these sterile 
and inhospitable regions that their character and pur- 
suits I’emain forever the same. If the Scytlnans and the 
Arabs do not share in the improvement of civilisation, 
they are not weahened by its vices : if they are stained 
l)y the cruclt)^ of savage manners, tliey possess the 
enei’gy of the savage character. It is from these great 
high-lands of humanity that the stx’eani of conquest 
has in every age flowed down upon the inferior 
scenes of existence ; it is in their recesses beyond the 
reach of dissolution, that the energy necessary to sus- 
tain the human character is prepared, like the glaciers 
in the physical world, which the sun of summer is un- 
able to dissolve, and from whence, in the solitude of 

» 

the Alps, those undecaying fountains are fed which 


* Buckingham's Mesopotamia, i. 77, and 101 vi. 
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spread Jife and fertility through the surrounding 
plains.* 

The vicinity of the ptistoral tribes to the parts of 
the world where civilisation first appeared and wealth 
was first accumulated, afforded a constant opportunity 
for the infusion of the enterprising spirit of the de- 
sert into the corrupted cities of the ])lain. When an 
empire had risen to eminence in ancient times, its in- 
habitants became corrupted, and its cities swarmed 
with a degraded and innumerable eastern population. 
But the shephei’ds of the north were always the same, 
and in the solitude of their deserts Nature W’as pre- 
paring the regeneration of the world. Wliile the ci- 
vilized emjnres of the east were advancing in wealth, 
in numbers, and in wickedness, the wandering tribes 
of Scythia were preparing to burst from their deserts 
in quest of subsistence. Unmarked as it was amid 
the blaze of military glory, the fatal hour was fast 
approaching which was to witness their fall ; and the 
cloud, whicli seemed at first only a speck on tlie ho- 
rizon, swelled till it had buried the universe in its 
darkness. 

The tide of conquest has in every age rolled from 
the north to the south ; from the regions of poverty 
to those of wealth ; from the seat of hardihood and 
coui'age to those of effeminacy and corruption. 

Oft o’er the trembling nations from iifar 
Hath Scythia poiirtul the living cloud of war; 

And where the tempest burst with sweepy sway. 

Their arms, their kings, their gods wore rolled a way : 

As oft have issued liost impelling host, 

The blue eyed myriads from the Baltic coast, 

The prostrate south to the destroyer yields 
Her boasted titles and her golden holds. 

Saiissure, Voyage aux Alpes, iv, 172. 
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With grim delight the brood of wiiitepview 
A brighter day and heaven of azure hue. 

Scent the new fragrance of the opening rose, 

And quaff the pendant vintage as it grows. 


This is the general law of nature ; the apparent ex- 
ceptions only confirm the principle. I’lie .conquests 
of the Mahometans attest the superiority of the 
hardy inhabitants of the desert over the degraded 
subjects of the Persian and Roman monarchies ; huX 
even the fervour of religious enthusiasm was unable 
to ndthstand the enervating effects of victory and 
power, and the dissolution of the empire of the Caliphs 
took place witliin a few genei’ations of those who 
were subdued by tlie followers of Omar. The Roman 
arms, witli all the superiority of art and discipline, 
were unable to vanquish the comparatively savage 
warriors of Germany ; and the historians of the em- 
j)ii*e confess with a sigh, that it had cost the legions 
fewer victories to extend the frontier to the Knphra- 
tes and the Tigris, than to advance it a few miles to 
the north of the Danube. * Under the later emperors, 
the southern provinces ow'ed their safety entirely to 
the mercenary valour of tlie troops that were levied 
on the northern frontier ; and the mistress of the 
world w^ould have sunk before the Gothic invasion, 
centuries before the days of Alaric, but for the pro- 
tection which she purchased from the arras of her 
enemies. 

Courage in the south is the transient effect of po- 
litical or religious enthusiasm, of the spirit of con- 
quest, or the ambition of rising civilisation. But it 
cannot survive the successes which it produces, and 


* Tacituai, Ana. ii. c. :i7. 
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dissolves in tlie'Vealth which it has earned for its 
possessors. In the north it is the hardy and peren- 
nial grotvth of the climate and the soil, and remains 
unchanged through all the vicissitudes of fortune. 
Conquerors have made occasional iiTUjitions from the 
warm climates of Europe and Asia into the deserts 
of Scythia : but all the great settlements of mankind 
have come from the pastoral regions. History affords 
many instances in wliicli courage and effeminacy have 
alternately prevailed in the empires of tlie south : it 
contains none when the former virtue was awanting 
in the northeim nations. 

The consequences of this permanent distinction in 
the character of the different families of the human 
race are in the highest degree important. ' But for 
these perennial fountains of energy and virtue in the 
north, mankind might have been irrecoverably de- 
graded in the first stages of civilisation. But for 
the facility of accumulating wealth in the favoured 
regions of tlic south, men would have remained for 
ever chained to the wandering life of their Scythian 
ancestors. It is by the occasional intermixtui-e of the 
diffei’ent races, that the destiny of the species is ac- 
complished, and the progress of civilisation reconciled 
■with the dignity of individual character. The poli- 
tical convulsions are not to be regretted which have 
saved Europe from the fate of China. 

War is the great instrument by wliich the agency 
of these important laws of Nature is maintained. The 
increase of mankind in the pastoral regions produces 
periodical irn'asions of the agricultural or commercial 
states ; the wealth which follows a course of peace 
and prosperity attracts from afar the rapacity of 
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iiortliern ambition. During the rise of civilisation, 
the superiority of discipline and art is sufficient to 
repel the danger. The Cirnbri, whom Marius desti’oyed 
on the plains of Lombardy, and the Helvetii, whom 
Caesar vanquished in the defiles of the Jura,* were 
not less formidable than the armies whicli •under AI- 
aric and Totila overthrew the empire. It is the de- 
cay of military virtue which exjioses civilized states 
to destruction from the efforts of their barbarous 
neighbours. • Their fall does not take place till they 
have conferred all the benefits on mankind of which 
they were cajiable, and till their farther continuance 
would be a misfortune to humanity. The destruc- 
tion of Ninev'eli by the Medes, of Babylon by the 
Persians,* of Horae by the (ijiths, and of Constanti- 
nople by the I'urks, served only to extinguish so many 
branches of the human race, in which age had ivither- 
ed the sinews of virtue, and prosperity exhausted the 
soui’ces of happiness. 

If we compare the condition of mankind in the 
states of modern Europe ivith that which prevails in 
any other quarter of tlie globe, or which was to be 
found in the nations of antiquity, we shall see abun- 
dant reason to be grateful for the character and ha- 
bits we have derived from our barbarian descent. 
Whatever now distinguishes European civilisation, and 
has given its inhabitants a superiority over the other 
nations of the world, their freedom, their courage, 
their enei'gy, and their virtue has descended to them 
from their Gothic ancestors. The rudiments of the 
English Government, the basis of the English character 


* C.’af'.sar, Lib. i. c, (> and 7. 
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is to be found in the woods of Germany.* While the 
last lights of ancient civilisation were expiring in the 
decay of the Byzantine empire, the dawn of a brighter 
day was appearing in the western world : the freedom 
which the devotion of Roman patriotism in vain en- 
deavoured" to perpetuate, struck root in silence amidst 
the Saxon tribes ; and the sacred flame, which the 
ancient world was unable to preserve, u'as snatched 
from their grasp by the descendants of the warriors 
who had desti’oyed it. 

7’he physical conformation of the globe is singular- 
ly adapted to facilitate this incessant regeneration of 
mankind. The human species might have been placed 
in situations where no such revolutions could affect it. 
Impassable mountains^or arms of the ocean might 
have sejiarated the rude from the civilized inhabitants 
of the world ; the empires of the east miglit have been 
secured by their situation from hostile invasion ; and 
human wickcednss might have continued undisturbed 
in the places where its career first commenced. If the 
forests of Burmah or America had stretclied along the 
north of the eastern world, the inhabitants of Scythia 
would have been chained to the hunter life ; and the 
citizens of the Roman or Persian monarchies, how ef- 
feminate soever, might have beheld with contempt a 
few naked savages emerging from the woods on their 
frontier. The corruption incident to early civilisa- 
tion would then have been without a remedy, and the 
channels of human felicity choked by the magnitude 
of early jmpidation. It at as the vast and open plains 
of Tartary and Arabia, lying in the immediate vici- 
nity of the spot where it Avas first cradled, which, in 


* Tacitus fie Mor. Germ. c. 36-47. 
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the infancy of the species, led to the pastoral life, and 
made the tents of the desert coeval with the cities of 
the plain on the first dispersion of mankind. While 
the wandering life of shepherds spread the race of 
man far and wide over the globe in the first ages of 
the world, the rapid multiplication of the “species in 
the pastoral state, prepared, in later times, those pe- 
riodical and dreadful iiTuptious which were destin- 
ed to punish and regenerate tlie stationary part of 
mankind. The same wilds which first served as a 
highway to the di.spersion, afterwards became the 
channel which led to the regeneration of the spe- 
cies. VVlien tlie vices of the south called for the in- 
fusion of barbarian valour, it was not a few scattered 
savages tviio answered the summons, but Timour at 
the head of the Tartar Horse, or Genghiskhan, with 
the hordes of Scythian cav'alry. 

7'he efiects of these political catastrophes upon the 
jiopulation of the ancient world, were in the last de- 
gree important. Accustomed as we are to the etfects 
of war in civilized times, when the most bloody con- 
tests are followed by an increase in the numbers of the 
people,* it is difficult to form a conception of the de- 
solation which it produces in barbarous ages, when 
the void produced by the sword is not supplied by the 
impulse of subsequent tranquillity. A few facts will 
show its prodigious influence in former ages. It is 
ascertained by an exact computation, that when the 
three great capitals of Khora.ssan were desti’oyed by 
Timour, 4,347,000 persons were put to the sword. t 
At the same time seven hundred thousand people were 

• JacohVs Report on European Population, 182?, 

f (iibbon, vi. 
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slain in the city of Monsul,* which had risen in the 
neighbourhood of the ancient Nineveh, and the deso- 
lation produced a century and a-half before by the 
sack of Gengliiskhan, had been at least as great. f Such 
were the ravages of this mighty conqueror, and his 
Mogul followers, in the country between the Caspian 
and the Indus, that they almost exterminated the in- 
habitants, and five subsequent centuries have been 
unable to repair the ravages of four years..]; An 
army of 500,000 Moguls, under the sous of Ginghia, 
so completely laid waste the provinces to the north of 
the Danube, that they have never since I’egaiued their 
former numbers ;§ and in the famine consequent upon 
the irruption of the same barbarians into the Chinese 
empire, thirteen millions are computed to have perish- 
ed. II During the great invasion of Timour, twelve of 
the most flourishing cities of Asia, including Delhi, 
Ispahan, Bagdad, and Damascus, u ere xitterly destroy- 
ed and pj'rarnids of human heads, one of which 
contained 90,000 skulls, erected on their ruins. ** 
Dreadful as was the destruction of life in these in- 
roads, it was less considerable than that which fol- 
lowed the intestine struggles of the invadei'S among 
each other, or the private wars wdiich succeeded their 
establishment in the ctliquered territories. By the 
wars of tjie Saracens, Franks, and Iluns, the once 
flourishing districts of Apulia, Campania, and Cala- 
bria, were reduced to such a degree of desolation, as to 
be compared by a contemporary writer to that which 

* Malcolm’s Hist, of Persia, ii. 422. 

f Buckingham’s Mesopotamia, ii. 41. t Gibbon, xi. 411. 

f Gibbon, xi. 420. || Ibid. x. 427. % Ibid. xii. 4.j. 

*• Ibid. xii. 24. 
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succeeded the deluge.* Long before, at the time of 
the final overthrow of the Roman government in 476, 
the human race was almost extinguished in the north 
of Italy by the repeated invasions of the Goths, and 
the greatest cities of Lombardy exhibited nothing but 
a heap of ruins, f By the irruption of the* Huns u||i 
der Attila, seventy cities in the Grecian empire were 
totally destroyed, and the desolation produced by the 
ravages of the Goths a century before had been nearly 
as great. :|: I’lie captives carried away by these barba- 
rians in their incursions were more numerous than 
those whom they put to the sword, and this was the 
great cause of the continued decline in the population 
of the Roman empire. | On more than one occasion 
they crossed the Danube with 120,000 prisoners drag- 
ged at their horses’ heels. [I 

Such was the depopulation of the ancient world 
about the middle of the third century, lliat in the city 
of Alexandria, which contained 600,000 souls, the 
loss amounted to one-half of the wliole inhabitants 
in a few years ; and there is reason to believe, that 
over the \Vhole extent of the empire the diminution at 
the same period was nearly as great.** . Daring thir- 
ty-two years of the i-eign of Justinian, the barbarians 
annually made an incursion itito the Grecian empire, 
and they carried olF or destroyed at an average on 
each occasion 200,000 persons, j f Nor was the depopu- 
lation of the southern and western provinces less dur- 
ing the same disastrous period. In the wars of Beiisa- 
rius in Africa five millions of its inhabitants are corn- 

* (tihbon, X. 2.^2. t Ibi<l- vL 235. 

$ Ibid. vi. 57. Ij Ibid. vii. 282. 

** Ibid. i. 456. ft I*’'*!, vii. 284. 

VOL. I. S 


J Ibid. vi. ,53. 
f Ibid. i. 452. 
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puted by a contemporary writer to have perished and 
during the contests between that illustrious warrior 
and his successor Narses, and the barbarian armies in 
Italy, the whole Gothic nation, and nearly fifteen mil- 
lions of the natives of Italy, disappeared.! The plague 
which follcAved these sanguinary contests carried off 
still greater numbers than the swoi'd ; and during the 
fifty-two years that it desolated the Roman empire, it 
is said to have destroyed a hundred millions of inhabit- 
ant8.|; The consequences of these concurring causes 
were great, and in many places have proved irretriev- 
able. The plains of Lombardy relapsed into a state of 
nature, and were covered with forests, inhabited by 
wild beasts, as in the first ages of the Roman repub- 
lic ; and the imperial city sunk so low, that, but for 
the adventitious aid of superstition, it would, like Ba- 
bylon and Persepolis, have been erased from the book 
of existence;]) though at the period of the first con- 
quest of the Goths it contained ] ,200,000 inhabitants.^ 
In Africa and Asia Minor the human race has never 
recovered the decay of that melancholy period, and 
two of the most flourishing provinces of the Roman 
empire, the latter of which contained at one period 
fiv'e hundred flourishing cities, have ever since been 
almost in a state of nature.** 

Nor was it only in the eastern world that the in- 
crease of mankind was exposed to such serious shocks 
from the devastation of war. By the contests be- 
tween the British and Saxons, after the Romans had 
retired from the island, the inhabitants of Britain were 

* Procopius, c. JS. t Ibid. c. 18. Gibbon, vii. 334, 401. 

t Gibbon, vii. 424. § Ibid. viii. 1.34. || Ibid. viii. 160, 

f Ibid. V. 203. ** Ibid. i. 80. 
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almost exterminated ; and the country between the 
Tyne and the Tees reduced to a perfect solitude, f 
During the civil dissensions which preceded the ac- 
cession of Stephen to the English throne, all the ba- 
rons fortified their castle.s, from whence, they issued 
forth to ravage the territories and destroy tlie subjects 
of each other. In tliese bloody feuds many hundred 
thousand Englishmen are computed to have perish- 
ed.| The imagination can hardly picture to itself the 
state of all the European monarchies during these pe- 
riods of feudal anarchy, vv'lieri the hoiToi*s of war per- 
vaded every district of the country, when every castle 
was a .scene of violence, and every valley deluged with 
blood. ^ During the wars between France and England 
subsequent to the battle of Cressy, one-half of the in- 
habitants of the former country are said to have pe- 
rished ; 11 and the loss inflicted on Scotland was at 
least as great, in proportion to tlie numbers of its sub- 
jects, in the course of the disastrous contests which 
originated in the ambition,of Edward I. The destruc- 
tion of human life, both in Europe and Asia, which 
followed the extraordinary but beneficial frenzy of the 
Crusaders, is well known. Eight hundred thousand 
pilgrims are computed to have perished in the first and 

* Henry’s Britain, i. 39. Giblion, vi. .‘{O.'i-fi. f 
England. § (iihbon, x. 148. 

|] SLsinondi, Hist, de France, Vol. x. p. 17;^?, 

U Tlie Byzantine historians are at a loss for expre.ssion.s to denote 
the in numerable multitudes who were suddenly poured upon tlicm 
from the populous nations of the west. It would be more easy, they 
exclaim, to count the sands of the ocean, or tlui leaves of the forest, 
than the Christian warriors. (Gibbon, Vol. xi. p. 107-108.) On one 
occasion they endeavoured to number the multitude, but after 900,000 
had passed they desisted from the vain attempt. — Gibbon, Vol, xi, 
107. 
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second of these romantic expeditions,* before the regu- 
lar forces under Baldwin and Godfrey advanced into 
Asia ; and the Latin wax'riors sighed as they passed a 
pyramid formed by the bones of three hundred thou- 
sand of their brethren under the walls of Nice.f The 
total number of Europeans consumed in theseholy wars 
is said to have amounted to four millions of souls, be- 
sides at least an equal number of Asiatic inhabitants : 
ah enormous sacrifice, but which humanity will have 
little cause to regret, as it saved Europe from Maho- 
metan conquest, and Asia from perpetual servitude. 

In the rude and barbarous periods of the world, 
the principle of population for a long time is unable 
to supply the chasms produced by such catastrophes. 
It is not necessary to recur to ancient histoi'y for the 
proof of this observation : the empires of our own 
times afford ample evidence of its truth. Persia and 
Turkey afford living examples of countries in which, 
notwithstanding the utmost riches of nature, the hu- 
man race is continually on- the decline. The former 
country has exhibited in every age the most extraor- 
dinary instances of rapid vicissitudes in the popula- 
tion.:!: In the time of Shah Abbas, who ivas contem- 
porary with Queen Elizabeth, Ispahan contained 
1,000,000 of inhabitants, and was surrounded by 1400 
villages. Now its population, does not exceed 100,000, 
and only 200 of the surrounding villages remain, 
The devastation of the Affghan conquerors in the 
eighteenth century has been perpetuated by the op- 
pression and insecurity U'hich has since prevailed un- 

Micliaux, Hist, des Croisades, i. 160. 

t Ibid. Vol. i. p 203. J PorterV Persia, i. 221, 229. 

§ Ibid. i. 407-^08. 
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del’ the arbitrary rule of the Persian princes.* So 
late as the time of the Emperor Claudius, the popula- 
tion of Persia was computed at 40,000,000 ; f the 
widest computations of the present day do not make 
it amount to one-fifth of that number, j. In the 
Mahometan states, the continual diminution in the 
numbers of the people has been observed by every 
traveller, § which is the more remarkable, as, amidst 
the hardships of the adjoining deserts, the Arabs mul- 
tiply with surprising rapidity. |j The feeble and lan- 
guid resources of the 7’urkisli empire are unable to 
supply the v’oids occasioned by the plague or the 
sword : cities which a few years ago were of conside- 
rable magnitude, now contain only a few houses 
the richest plains even in the lieart of tlie country arc 
as desolate as the steppes of the Ukraine ;** and in 
Constantinople itself the diminution is computed at 
500,000 souls within the last twenty years.ff 

Such was the law of nature in .the ancient world, 
and such is the system which still prevails in those 
countries where society is established on the ancient 
basis. As the principle of population was unrestrained 
in its operation, some irresistible checks were necessary 
to the increase of mankind in the later stages of so- 
ciety. As the political system contained no principles 
of regeneration, its destruction was indispensable when 
it had become corrupted. Like the riches of the ve- 
getable world, the dynasties of antiquity successive- 
ly arose, flourished, and decayed in a short period of 
time: but they were not permitted to remain after 

’ Porter’s Persia, L 40f), 443, 432. f Gibbon, i. .33 1 . f Porter, i. 23 1 . 

$ Clarke ; Walsh, 107 ; ‘Buckingham’s Mesopotamia, i. 172. 

II Ibid. i. 169. f Walsh, 107. "• Ibid. 102. ft 
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their maturity was past, but yielded to the north- 
ern blast, and left mankind to begin again the great 
career of human improvement. Individuals and 
nations perished, indeed, ill the eternal struggle be- 
tween the energy of the north and the riches of the 
south ; but the human race was not destroyed, and 
from the scene of devastation, nature sprung up with 
renewed vigour, and covered the earth with a richer 
verdure. 

To regard the decline of ancient greatness, there- 
foi*e, with the eye of rnelancholy, is to view the insti- 
tutions of man with a partial, and the laws of nature 
with an illiberal eye. It is to lament the operation 
of the principles destined in every age to renovate 
and purify mankind : to regret the laws by which 
■M'ickedness and corruption are made to bring about 
their ow'n destruction : to forget the conseipiences of 
the continuance of those political institutions, whose 
dissolution was essential to the welfare of the species. 
It is the unvarying law of nature, that all institutions 
which do not provide for the general happiness of 
mankind, should involve in themselves the seeds of 
their own ruin ; and that the same corruption which 
renders their subversion necessary, should bring about 
its accomplishment. Let us lament the tendency of 
our nature to corruption, not the consequences of that 
depravity, or the laws destined for its correction : 
let us blame mankind for the degeneracy into which 
they have fallen, not the laws which check its pro- 
gress, and limit the effects^of human wickedness. In 
all the changes of the social world, the operation of 
laws may be discemed, destined for the good of man ; 
and the traces of the Divine Benevolence are as deei) 
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ill the ruins of lloine, or the ashes of Athens, as in 
the splendour and prosperity of a more virtuous people. 

While such appears to have been the laws which 
regulated the ancient world, the slightest observation 
of human alfairs is sufficient to demonstrate that a 
very different system is in operation in later times. 
The states of modern Europe have for the most part 
outlived the period when decay became manifest in Uie 
emiiires of putiquity, but the degeneracy which was 
the immediate cause of their overthrow has not yet 
begun to appear. A thousand years have now elap- 
.sed since the union of the heptarchy laid the founda- 
tion of the English empire : but hitherto, at least, we 
perceive* neither its nobles, nor its government relax- 
ing in the cai’eer of usefulness, and its people, though 
grey in years of renown, yet rising with the spring 
and the energy of youthful ambition. The French 
monarchy has subsisted for a longer period than the 
twelve centuries which formed the fatal limit of Ro- 
man greatness ; but the events of the last thirty years 
have evinced no decay either in its courage or its re- 
sources, and for the first time in the history of the 
world, univer.sal subjugation was apprehended from a 
nation which had recently shaken off the fetters of 
an old and long established government. 'I'he vene- 
rable fabric of the Germanic confederacy still subsists 
in the centre of European civilisation, and has arisen 
from the disasters which followed the French Revolu- 
tion, with an energy comp,arable only to the unquench- 
able fire of Roman patriotism. Inferior to her aged 
rivals in ancient renown, the star of Russia has risen 
w'ith uneijualled lustre in the midst of jiublic suffering, 
and from her youthful arms the eye of idulanthrojiy 
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anticiiiates the emancipation of the eastern hemisphere 
from Turkish oppression, while the navy of ^England 
is spreading freedom and civilisation, with the smil- 
ing colonies which it has studded along the shores of 
the western world. 

We are , not yet enabled to determine whether these 
appearances are destined to be permanent, and whether 
a perpetual duration, or merely a lengthened period of 
existence, is assigned to the states of our own times. 
The corruption incidental to prosperity^ and wealth 
may still overtake them, and the power of the north 
may be again called forth to punish and regenerate a 
sinful world. But this much may safely be affirmed, 
that the rapid decline to which all the empires of an- 
tiquity were subject, is combated in modern Europe 
by some stronger principle of life, and more powerful 
sjirings of health than were formerly in operation : 
and that if they are ever to be overthrown, it will be 
in consequence of the failure of those causes of reno- 
vation to which the present eminence, and long du- 
ration of European superiority has been owing. 

The continued energy and undecaying prosperity of 
the European states, is the more remarkable, because 
the same causes of decay which have occasioned the 
downfalof so many empires in ancienttimes are stillevi- 
dently in operation among them. The wealth of the 
world, indeed, is not brought to our shores as to the Ro- 
man capital by victorious armies, but a greater and 
more permanent source of riches has been opened by the 
extent, the enterprise, and the activity of our com- 
merce. The arms of barbarians are not averted from 
our country by legions on the Danube or the Rhine, but 
a more powerful ^security is provided, and a greater 
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facility to corruption afforded by the prowess of our 
navy, and the overshadowing grandeur of its name. 
The degeneracy of public manners is not encouraged 
by a series of guilty emperors, but we possess wicked- 
ness enough among ourselves to corrupt a larger peo- 
ple, and ample store of dissolute ability to give a splen- 
did colouring to everything that is mean, and revolt- 
ing, and degrading among mankind. 

Nor is the duration of public activity, if not virtue, 
less remarkable in theiicighbouring kingdom. Previous 
to the Revolution, the metropolis and court of France 
exhibited the well-known features of jnibliccorruption : 
profligacy of manners, neglect of religion, luxuiy among 
the rich, and destitution among the poor. Such appear- 
ances in ancient times would have been the immediate 
forerunner of political dissolution. They were attend- 
ed, however, in modern Europe by very different con- 
sequences : a political convulsion succeeded by the 
developernent of greater energy than the state had 
ever exhibited, the overthrow of an aged monarchy, 
followed by the immediate growth of a fierce de- 
mocracy. After having subsisted a thousand years, 
the French monarchy seems to have risen again from 
its ashes in renewed youth, strengthened by the pas- 
sions of an earlier era in existence. Happy, if she had 
cast off the vices of the old regime as well as its govern- 
ment, and regenerated the hearts and principles of her 
people, as she melted their institutions in the fiery 
crucible. 

Upon a nearer examination, however, it will be 
found, that these syrni>toins of renovation exist only 
in a part of Europe, and that its .southern states have 
fallen into that state of degeneracy and languor, which 
can be revived only by a change of race. For se- 
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veral centuries, the Italian and Spanish states have 
disappeared as it were from the face of Europe, and 
the transient splendour of the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries has been followed by a long night of weak- 
ness and decline. A passing ray was thrown over 
their obsciurity by the political events which succeed- 
ed the French Revoluti«n : but the enthusiasm of the 
moment has since subsided, and their warmest friends 
msxst now admit, that, if the lower orders still possess 
the energy of their ancient character, the higher and 
middling ranks are utfei'ly corrupted, and that, when 
deprived of their French or British leaders, their ar- 
mies are as incapable of defending their country, as their 
people are of maintaining its liberties, or establishing 
on a solid basis the fabric of a constitutional freedom. 
The political life of the two peninsulas is now maintain- 
ed entirely by the valour of their northern neighbours, 
or the efforts of other states for the balance of power, 
and but for these causes they would be as incapable 
of averting the sword of foreign conquest, as their an- 
cestors were in the days of Alaric. The renovation 
of such states is not to be accomplislicd by a change 
in the form of government ; the debasement of cen- 
turies must be slowly eradicated by a physical as well 
as a political regeneration ; and it is from a nexv race 
of northern conquerors that the successors of Tasso 
and Columbus are to spring. 

What have been the causes which have imprinted 
a new cliai’acter upon the states of northern Europe, 
and given to the political system of modern times, a 
princi])le of life unknown to the most flourishing dy- 
nasties of antiquity ? 

The solution of this question is to be found in the 
simple fact, that the people of antiquity were Hea- 
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thens, while those of Europe are Christians' : that the 
first were slaves, while the last are freet that the for- 
mer are ignorant, while the latter at*e instructed. It 
is to the influence of these circumstances that we are 
to ascribe both the uniform career of improvement 
Mdiich has taken place in modern times, and the prin- 
ciples of moral and political renovation by which they 
are distinguished. 

In every age the higher orders have a tendencyto 
become luxurious, because vva^alth affords the means 
of gratifying their desires : they have a tendency to 
become selfish, because it furnishes them with so many 
objects of individual gratification : they have a ten- 
dency to become corrupt, because they are relieved 
from thi' necessity of daily exertion : they have a ten- 
dency to become pusillanimous, because they have so 
much to lose from the consequences of valour. These 
are the well-known effects of the accpiisition of opu- 
lence ; but it depends on the political state of the 
covintry, whether the spread of such habits among 
the higher orders is not to be fatal to the fortunes of 
the state. 

When the lower orders, as in the Roman or Gre- 
cian states, are enslaved, the social system depends 
entirely on the valour and industry of the higher ranks. 
As long as they are actuated by the spirit of conquest, 
oi^mpelled by the energy of rising civilisation, the na- 
tion is prosperoUvS, its territory is extended, and its 
wealth increased. But with the growth of opulence 
and the enjoyments of pawer, the corruption incident 
to a state of prosperity ensues ; tlie descendants of 
the warnors who extended the dominions of the state, 
or of the citizens who laid the foundation of its pros- 
perity, waste their days in ingloi-ious ease, and feel no 
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ambition but that of gratifying their desires. We 
daily see this change going forward in the offspring 
of those whose industry or talent has laid the founda- 
tion of the fortune of a family ; and what is a state 
but an accumulation of all the families of which it is 
composed ?c 

The lower orders, however, are farther removed 
from these causes of corruption, because they are in ge- 
neral strangers to the wealth or consequence which 
produces it. Whatever may be the depravity or profli- 
gacy of their manners, they are free from the vices 
which spring from the enervating influence of wealth, 
or the indolence w’hich arises from the unwrougbt for 
enjoyments of existence. Necessity compels them in 
the later equally as in the earlier ages of society to a 
life of labour, and, however much they may be dis- 
posed to imitate the vices of their superiors, they are 
unable from w'ant of money to indulge the habits 
whicl) unfit them for exertion. 

Universally, accordingly, it will be found, that even 
in the last stages of political decay, energy sufficient 
exists in the peasantry of every country to sustain 
the fortunes of the state, if leaders could be obtained to 
animate and conduct them. During the long decline 
of the Roman Empire, the difficulty was severely felt 
of recruiting the armies in the southern provinces ;* 
and such was the apathy and degeneracy of the 
pie, that even to re.sist the dreadful invasion of the 
GothSfthirty thousand men were the whole force which 
could be brought into the fiefil in Italy f and the provin- 
ces, though the capital alone at that period contained 
l,200,000inhabitants.t But under the banners of Beli- 
sarius,a small army was raised, which not only recover- 

* Gibbon, hi. 65, fiG, 67. t Ibid, v. 215. ± Ibid. v. 262. 
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ed Italy and Africa, and destroyed the' wholeGothic na- 
tion, but extended the frontier beyond the Euphrates.* 
Two successive centuries increased the weakness and 
decline of the state, until the Persian armies drove the 
legions within the walls of Constantinople, and threa- 
tened the immediate dissolution of the empire ; but the 
genius of Heraclius prolonged its existence, and un- 
der his guidance soldiers were found, who carried the 
Roman eagles to the walls of Ctesiphon, and rivalled 
all that wag known of Roman constancy .t The de- 
generacy of the inhabitants of Italy and the Peninsula 
has long been observed in Europe ; but under the 
guidance of French officers, the soldiers of Prince 
Eugene rivalled the veterans of Na])oleon, both in 
bravery* and discipline during the Russian campaign ;J: 
and the Portuguese troops, long the scorn of Europe, 
when headed by English leaders, showed themselves 
worthy companions of the British infantry during the 
peninsular war. Three thousand year’s and a luxu- 
rious climate have softened the naturallj^ mild and 
unwarlike character of the Hindoos ; but under En- 
glish officers they I’ivalled the valour of their Maho- 
metati conquerors, and at the siege of Bhurtpore ad- 
vanced to the breach. Which English soldiers refused 
to assault. § 

Examples of this kind may tend to convince us, 
that the public degeneracy, which is the immediate 
cause of the dissolution of empires, is in general con- 
fined to the higher and middling ranks, and that 
among the labouring classes there is in most cases to 
be found energy sufficient to sustain the political body, 
if itisonlyallowedtobear upon the fortunes of thestate. 

* Gibbon, vii. 814. f Ibid. 

t Segur, V<il. i. 277 , § First Siege, AlisoiV.s Europe, vii. 19.5* 
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But when the tldv'antdges of freedom and knowledge 
are confined to the higher ranks, the public safety de- 
pends upon their exertions alone. Domestic slavery, 
or political servitude, deprives the lower classes both 
of the power and the inclination to serve their coun- 
try. Deprived of the means of raising themselves in 
society by honourable exertion, they sink into the base- 
ness of selfish gratification, and bury in the pursuit 
of ignoble pleasure, powers which might have changed 
the fortunes of the world. The state which depends 
on such support rests only on the point of the pyra- 
mid. 

It is one of the worst consequences of the increase 
of wealth in such a state of society, that property is 
accumulated in the hands of <i few great fanhlaes, and 
the lower and middling ranks sink into a state of ab- 
ject dependence on their superiors in fortune. This 
evil was severely felt in Athens, when 400,000 slaves 
depended for their subsistence and advancement on 
30,000 freemen ; * and it ultimately destro)'^ed the 
Roman empire. So early as the time of Cicero, it 
was computed that there u'ere only 2000 citizens who 
were possessed of any propert)^ ;t and when the em- 
pire was overthrown by the Goths, the race of free- 
men had entirely disappeared, and the whole of Italy 
and Africa was in the hands of great proprietors, who 
cultivated their estates by means of slaves. | Seven- 
teen hundred of these great families resided at Rome, 
many of them possessing incomes of L. 160,000 a-yeai’, 
and the whole populace of the,metropolis were occupied 
in flattering their vanity, or administering to their plea- 

• Gibbon, i. 383. Plutarch, ii. 50. 

f Gibbon, v. 279. Cicero de Oflficiis, ii, 21. 

J Gibbon, v. 263. 
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sures.* In such a state of society it is not surprising 
that there was no antidote to the corruption of the 
times, and that the state fell an easy prey to its bar- 
barian , invaders. The extraordinary growth and 
splendour of the Roman power was owing to the ge- 
nerous policy so early adopted, and so steadily ad- 
hered to, of admitting all the citiisens of the conquered 
states into the enjoyment of the privileges of Roman 
citizens ;f a policy so remarkable, and so contrary 'to 
the usual dispositions of human nature, that it may 
almost be ascribed to divine interposition. But it fell 
a prey at length to the dreadful evil of domestic slavery, 
which like a cancer gradually consumed the vitals of 
the state, atid left nothing but coi’ruption and weak- 
ness in ‘those quarters from whence alone the vital 
organs could be supplied. :j; 

If we would obtain a clear idea of the state of the 
ancient world, and the cause of its degeneracy, we have 
only to look to the modern West India islands. On 
what basis does the public welfare rest in those opu- 
lent but unfortunate countries ? What antidote there 
exists against the corruption or wickedness of the 
privileged i-anks ? "What reliance is to be placed on 
the integrity, valour, or patriotism of the labouring 
classes ? What resistance could they oppose to the 
arms of a Timour or an Attila ? If they are incapable 
of supporting themselves, the ancient dynasties from 
the same causes were exposed to similar weakness. 

Very different is the condition of society in the free 
states of modern Europe. In the least fortunate of 
these countries, the state of the people is infinitely 

# Aminianus Maroeliinus, xvi. x. and xiv. G, Giblion, v, 

t Tacitus, Annals, xi. 24 , Gibbon, i. 78. 

Mad. do Stael, Frenich Revolution,!. 10, II. 
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more elevated, iand their means of information far 
greater, than in the most enlightened nations of anti- 
quity. The dreadful distinction between the freeman 
and the slave — the sullen line of demarcation which 
separated the higher and the lower orders — is for ever 
abolished. »The great elements of moral and reli- 
gious instruction, however much they may be in 
many places, suppressed by power, or deformed by su- 
pei'Stition, have been generally secured by*the influ- 
ence of religion, the blessings of the press, and the 
growing intelligence of mankind. The dependence 
and degradation of the labouring classes have been 
diminished by the possession of property : their indus- 
try stimulated by artificial wants : their talents deve- 
loped in many countries by the power of individual ele- 
vation. These circumstances have laid the founda- 
tions of national prosperity on a far broader basis than 
could be found ainong the states of antiquity ; and 
brought the talents and energies of the whole jieople to 
bear upon the foi'tunes of the community. The corrup- 
tion or weakness of those who are possessed of wealth 
or enervated by pleasures have thus ceased to be de- 
cisive as to the public welfare ; the incessant inter- 
mixture of talpnt and energy from the lower classes 
often sustains the public character, and the degene- 
racy of those who have risen into the heights of for- 
tune often serves only, by dissipating their wealth, to 
stimulate the exertions of others who are destined to 
supply their place. Could we conceive so deplorable 
a catastrophe as that the whole higher and middling 
classes in this country were to be destroyed, the blow, 
however grievous, would not be altogether irrepa- 
rable ; the lower orders, if the stroke had not pro- 
ceeded from their own injustice, would speedily* rise 
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up to supply their place, and society, with new mem- 
bers, would renew its wonted operations. As there are 
no bounds to the multiplying powers of the species, so 
there is no limit in sucha state of society to the perpetual 
infusion of active qualities from the elevation of those 
to whom they have, from necessity, become* habitual. 

At the time that the great dynasties of antiquity 
lost their virtue, and were destroyed by the pressure 
of barbarian power : when Rome yielded to the se- 
ductions of a guilty aristocracy, and sunk before the 
arms of the Gothic invaders : wlien Constantinople 
was enslaved by the tyranny of the Byzantine empe- 
I'ors, and fell before the shock of the Turkish power : 
when Persia shared in the vices of the Parthian rno- 
narchs, mid was crushed by the enthusiasm of the 
Mahometan conquerors, talent and enei’gy lay buried 
in the. obscurity of humble life, probably sufficient to 
have supported the public fortunes if the circumstan- 
ces of society had permitted their develo'^ement. The 
defect lay not in human nature, but in the political 
oppression or national corruption which prevented its 
elevation. When the energy of the barbarians was 
infused into the political body, they recovered the cha- 
racter and displayed the virtues of their ancestors. 
The sons of those who had yielded without a struggle 
to the Gothic invasion, repelled a more formidable ir- 
ruption from the arms of Attila; and in the great strug- 
gle between European freedom and Mahometan sla- 
very on the plains of Tours, the descen.dants of the 
pusillanimous inhabitants of Gaul rivalled the heroism 
of their Germanic ancestors. Had Rome posses.sed 
the institutions calculated to develope the talent and 
energy’ which were concealed in her vast empire, she 

VOfc. I. T 
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might have beheld with contempt the whole efforts of 
the barbarians for her destruction. 

The only effectual security which can be provided 
against the loss of public liberty is to be found in the 
incessant infusion of an independent spirit from a com- 
paratively, uncorrupted body of the middle and low- 
er orders of the state. In the progress of opulence, 
the rich and the powerful become careless about 
file preservation of freedom, because they insensibly 
acquire the feelings, and are influenced by the in- 
terests of the privileged classes. We daily see this 
change taking place in individuals who, while strug- 
gling for advancement in early life, are attached to 
popular opinions, and who gradually, as they ad- 
vance in years and rise in fortune, incline to the aristo- 
cratical party. The change becomes still more decided 
in their descendants, who, from their infancy, have no 
association but with, the higher classes. It is upon 
this tendency of human nature, that the stability of 
institutions and security of property is founded. But 
when the lower orders are enslaved or depressed, the 
counterbalancing principle of freedom is suffered to 
expire, from the failure of those who should inherit 
its spirit : the race who support the cause of liberty 
is removed, and none appear to supply their place. 

This is the true cause of the indifference about the 
preservation of public liberty, which has been uni- 
formly observed to attend the progress of opulence in 
ancient times : and the only antidote to it is to be 
found in the successive ejevation of the more fortu- 
nate or able of the lower ranks into the higher stations 
of society. The middle classes possessed of property, 
and desirous of elevation, are the natural guardians 
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at once of public tranquillity and general freedom : 
what they have already acquired gives them an interest 
to resist the invasions of popular licentiousness : what 
they hope to gain stimulates them to oppose the 
exclusive tendency of aristocratic power. It is on 
them that the chains of servitude hang heaviest, and 
to them that the deprivation of political power is most 
galling. As they rise into the higher situations of 
society, they retain a portion of the democratical spi- 
rit which belongs to the class from which they sprung, 
and infuse into those possessing political influence a 
portion of the feeling which might otherwise expire 
in the class to which they have arisen. And if, in the 
course of time, their descendants become corrupted, 
their place is continually supiilied by others who rise 
from the humbler walks of life to fill up the void. 
But to. the maintenance of this healthful spirit in the 
political body, freedom, intelligence, and public virtue 
in the labouring classes is indispensably necessary: for 
without it, neither the desire nor tlie power of rising 
in society can exist in the quarter from which alone it 
can be supplied. It is the diffusion of these advan- 
tages which prepares the means of the incessant re- 
novation of public spirit from sources far removed 
from the influence of corruption, and renders the 
causes of its growth universal as the multitudes who 
share its blessings, and as durable as the existence of 
these qualities among the people in whom it prevails. 

It is to the influence of the same causes, that the pre- 
servation of public morals ip modern Europe is to be 
ascribed. Much as we may complain of the depravity 
of manners in the continental states, there is nothing 
in later times which affords the least parallel to the 
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hardihood and profligacy of ancient manners.^ In the 
European monarchies the public corruption of thegreat 
is in proportion to the despotism of the government. 
It is greatest in Russia, where political servitxide and 
domestic slavery prevail ; and least in Britain, where 
public freedom and general energy have long been 
establislied. There is indeed no fact more instruc- 
tive, than that England, possessing infinitely greater 
eornniercial and landed vvealtli tliaii any othe]* country 
in Europe, and long teeming noth super/hious capital^ 
should have resisted in a great degree the vices incident 
to aristocratic and conunercial pros])erity ; and should 
be at once tlie richest, tlie must moral, and the most re- 
ligious nation in the world. Such a pheiU)uicnon,unex- 
anipled in the past hislory of mankind, can be ex{)laiu- 
ed only hy the influence of habits of freedom and gene- 
ral information on the national (rJjaracter : and the sa- 
lutary control wliiclj public opinion exercises over the 
higher classes of society. 

However diflicult we may find it to resist the 
temptations of our own passions, we liave no siieh dif- 
ficulty in judging of the conduct of others. Tiie rea- 
son, as Mr Hume long ago observed, is obvious. In 
our opinion of otliers we are governed by our feel- 
ings and our reason ; in our o\vn actions we are goveiai- 
ed by our feelings, our reason, and our passions. The 
same principle applies to the judgment which the pub- 
lic form of the conduct of their supeidors. Being 
exempt from tlie passions wdiicb influence, or the cir- 
cumstances which mislead them, they form their opi- 
nion of their conduct, unless in periods of vehement 
party strife, or universal corruption, by the dictates 
of reason and conscience, and these feelings are aE 


* CTi!)l>oii, (\ iii. an<l iv. 



IN HUMAN AFFAinS. 


293 


ways OH the side of virtue. How little soever they 
may be inclined to practise the precepts of morality 
themselves, they seldom fail to apply them to the 
manners of their superiors. Public opinion, therefore, 
in such countries, continues longer than any other in 
favour of moral conduct, and in those countries where 
its intlueuce is felt, a powerful restraint is provided 
upon the tendency to dissolution in manners which 
natin ally follows a course of prosperity. 

To this it- may be added, that the establishment 
and continuance of general ft-eedom, developes a still 
stronger preservative against jniblic corruption, by fur- 
nishing active employment to tlie liigher ranks. T’he 
rich and the powerful are not made by Nature more de- 
pi'aved than their inferiors; they onl3T)ecorae so by the 
superior temptations to vvliich tliej^ are exposed, and 
the lifo of idleness to which they are destined. The 
vices of the great will commonly be found to arise from 
one cause, the experienced necessitj' of s\ipjilying by 
artificial excitation for the absence of tiiat daily la- 
bour whicli constitutes at once the destiny and the 
blessing ot mankind. The childish extixivagance of 
Moscow, the incessant trifling of Milan, the habitual gal- 
lantry of Paris,* the ruinous expenses of London, are 
the different directions which, according to the national 
temperament, the incessant desire for occuj)ation, !ind 
excitement has taken. The ordy e/T'ectual security 
against this prevailing evil is the establisliment of 
those political institutions wdiich, Iw giving employ- 
ment to the liigher ranks, and rendering their conse- 

- In ]8’2 I, out of total births in Paris, 
wtTC lco;itiiuate, - 

illeg'itimaU:, - — Diipin, Force Com,, 

'oierciale tie France, i. 99. 
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quence in some degree dependent on mental acquire- 
ments, provides both an antidote to the ennui of idle 
life, and an incentive to the exertions of honourable 
ambition. When political distinction is to be ac- 
quired by exertion and not fortune, ignorance becomes 
disgracefiv], because it disqualifies men for power, and 
activity habitual, because it leads to eminence- A 
comparison of such of the higher ranks as are en- 
gaged in political life in this country, with those 
who are solely oecuj)ied with amusements, or of their 
general character, with what it \vas before the Re- 
form Bill altered tlie constitution, tt ill immediate- 
ly demonstrate the truth of this observation : and it 
has frequently been observed, that since tlie establish- 
ment of a representative government in hVance, the 
character and habits of the higher orders have been 
sensibly itnj)roved. ITence it is that the prevailing 
corruption of continental manners has not yet to an 
equal degree reached the nobility of this coutitry, and 
that the people of England can still point witli ])ride 
to the families of many of their liereditary legislators, 
as containing the brightest examj)ies of domestic vir- 
tue, and the most distinguished instances of intellec- 
tual cultivation. 

It w'ould be in vain, however, that the freedom and 
intelligence of modern Europe })rovided these causes 
of renovation in its institutions, if the military cou- 
rage of its people were subject to the decay which 
uniformly succeeded the growth of opulence in ancient 
times. The powers of thonorth are still in existence: 
the energy of the barbarian character is yet undi- 
minished ; and, but for the courage of its inhabitants, 
the opulence of the civilized world would only serve 
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to attract the rapacity of the spoiler. Hitherto, how- 
ever, no symptoms of this fatal degeneracy have ap- 
jieared in the north of Europe. Mr Smith long ago 
observed, that the longest periods of peace have not 
diminished the energy of (he English character, and 
that after the peace of Utrecht had subsisted for twenty 
years, the courage of the British soldiers at the siege 
of Carthagena never was surpassed in former times.* 
During the wars which followed the French Revolu- 
tion, the inexperienced troops of all the European mo- 
narchies were successively brought into the field, and 
on many occasions rivalled the steadiness of veteran 
soldiers. The Russian militia sliared the glory of the 
regular troops at tlie battle of Polotsk the Prussian 
Landwehr equalled the steadiness of the veterans of 
Frederic, at the battles of Dennewitz and Leipsic: the 
Frenc,li consci'ipts overthrew at .lemappc the disciplin- 
ed forces of the (Tcrmanic empire ; and the English 
cavalry, who had never before drawn their swords in 
real fight, renewed the days of Cressy and Azincour, 
on the field of Waterloo, j; 

Experience has not yet furnished materials to de- 
termine whether this undecaying valour of the Euro- 
pean population, is owing to the hardihood produced 
by a sevei’e climate, or to the moral effect of those na- 
tional recollections, which, by means of general infoi- 
mation, are retained in the breasts of the iieasantry. 
Probably both consjiire to produce the effect. If the 
Highlanders of Scotland, or the yeomamy of England, 
are constitutionally brave., as a French u riter has ex- 
pressed it, “at all times and in all places when tliey 

• Wealth of .Nations, iii. 27?. f BuutLirlin, L 

■j: The Scotuh Greys lm<l not been in action since 17.^0. 
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have eat, drank, and slept well,'^ the courage of the arti- 
sans who have pined from their youth in the smoke of 
cities, f or of the noWeinen who liave been nursed in 
the luxury of the metropolis, must be owing to dif- 
ferent causes. It is the peculiar effect of civil liberty 
to elevate /ind ennoble the individual character in all 
classes, and to make the peasant as well as the noble- 
man feel, that, on his individual conduct, the honour 
of his country is in some degree dependent. It is the 
animating effect of general informatioii to perpetuate 
the feeling of nationaJ glory: and to render the achieve- 
nierits and tlie confidence of past ages, as present to the 
mind of the soldier as if he himself had shared in their 
dangers. 

To whatever cause it may be owing, tliet continu- 
ed coui'age of modern Europe, notwithstanding the 
influence of civilisation and opulence, presents rea- 
sonable grounds for confidence in the stability of 
those institutions in which the fortunes of mankind 
are so obviously concerned. And in this view the 
ceaseles*s hostilities of the European states with each 
other, and the maintenance of tljose standiiig armies 
which their mutual jealousy has created, is not to be 
regarded as an evil, if it keeps alive tliat spirit on 
w hich the presej’vation of European freedom is depen- 
dant, and afibrds a lasting security for the salvation 
of civilisation and knowledge amidst the misfortunes 
of mankind. 

Mr Gibbon has said, that the discovery of gun- 
powder and of the art of printing, have placed civili- 

Foy’s Peninsular Campaigns, i. 231, 233. 
t Tlie 71st Regiment at F’uentes rFOnoro, wlio were almost all re- 
rruitea from the Gallowgatc of Glasgow, 
t Tiie Guajds at Waterloo. 
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satioii beyond the reach of barbarian invasion ; and 
that Eui’ope may now regard without dismay an irrup- 
tion of the Tartar horse.* If he had lived to see the 
Cossacks at the gates of Paris, he would perhaps have 
modified his opinion. Admitting that Europe may 
view without dismay an irruption of the Tartar horse, 
can it view with eijual complacency an inroad of the 
Russian horse artillery ? History will not fail to 
record, as a remarkable instance of the permanent in- 
fluence of those causes which determine the fate of 
nations, that the same jilains on which Theodoric 
and A^.tius repelled the arms of Attila,f belield a moi*e 
pou'erfulbodyof victorious inv'^adei’s under the banners 
of Alexander ; and that on the same sjiot wdiere Tra- 
jan constructed a rampart against the Scythian cavalry; 
and whei’e the Gothic tribes ajipeaivd, who finally 
overtjirew the Roman empire,! Emjieror of Russia 
has more than once conducted the forces of the north 
to the siege of Constantinople. Tliese circumstances 
may suggest a doubt, whether the w’onted pressure of 
the advancing or the stationary jiart of mankind is not 
still in operation, and vvdiether it is not possible for the 
northern nations, by directing all their talents to the 
art of war, to snjieradd to the energy of savage life 
the skill and the discipline of civilized society. 

But though there may be grounds for supposing 
that the continued intermixture of different races by the 
incessant inroads of the northern upon the southern 
states of mankind is permanently provided for in the 
laws of human nature ; yet experience has demon- 

* Gibl)i)n, xii. 1 73. 

-f- At Chalons in C hampagne. Sismondi, Hist, de France, iii. 

.{; (Trdtbon, iii. 40. 
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Strated, that another observation of the same historian 
is well founded,and that uncivilized nations, before they 
can conquer the civilized world, must cease to be bar- 
barous. It was by adopting the discipline and im- 
provements of the European monarchies, that the in- 
habitants o/ the desert prevailed over the cities of the 
plain ; and with these improvements they abandbned 
the ferocity of their unlettered forefathers. The ir- 
ruption of Attila was very different from that of 
Alexander. Civilisation must blush to acknowledge 
that in the struggle between barbarism and refinement, 
the advantages both of power and of moderation were 
on the side of the former ; and that while tlie metro- 
polis of Russia was destroyed amidst the licence of 
her civilized armies, the capital of France was saved 
by the discipline of its Scythian enemies. 

To all appearance, therefore, the progress of know- 
ledge and the growth of civilisation, if they have not 
averted the sword of northern conquest, have tempered 
its blade ; and rendered the irruption of northern 
power, rather a means for the regeneration, than an 
instrument for the destruction of mankind. It is no 
longer the hurricane which destroyed humanity as it 
advanced, and left a howling wilderness where a 
smiling garden had been : but the cooling blast, which 
tempers the heat of a sultry region, and strengthens 
the delicacy of southern vegetation. The same reli- 
gion which has changed the face of the civilized, has 
softened the asperity of the savage world. The inter- 
mixture of mankind is now pften effected by a gentler 
interchange than the march of desolating power ; the 
communications of commerce, the progress of coloni- 
zation, have succeeded in many places to the march of 
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the conqueror ; and society is sometimes purified by its 
own internal vigour, rather than the force of external 
subjugation. 

How, then, is this cessation in the desolating powers 
of the world, to be reconciled with the incessant in- 
crease of mankind? If the destroying, angel has 
sheathed his sword, what power in nature is to supply 
his place ? 

The answer to this question is to be found in 6he 
concomitant effect of the very causes which Iiave jiro- 
vided for the permanence of luunan institutions. The 
same circumstances which have spread the princijiles 
of renovation through the civilized, and softened the 
barhai’ity of the savage world, have provided in the 
gradual elevation of the lower orders, and the diffusion 
of knowledge, for the progressive limitation of the 
priiifiple of increase. The destruction of empires is 
at an end, if the vices which required so severe a 
remedy have disappeared. The branches of the hu- 
man race will no longer be extirpated, if the causes 
which prevented the circulation of its vivifying pi-in- 
ciples hai'e been removed. The desti’oying angel has 
sheathed his sword, if it no longer requires to he 
wielded. 

All the causes which have given stability to the in- 
stitutions of rnodei’n times have a direct influence on 
the principle of population. The spread of religion, the 
destruction of slavery, the security of projierty, tlie 
art of printing, the growth of freedom, the rise of the 
middling ranks, the acquisition of artificial wants, are 
the circumstances which have at once developed the 
principles of x’enovation in the political system, and the 
limitations to the increase of mankind. In proportion 
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as society approaches thelimits assigned to its progress, 
its members acquire the habits and the desires suit- 
ed to a stationary order of things : at the same period, 
the progressive elevation of the poorer classes provides 
an antidote to the corrupting influence of wealth and 
power. Ar foundation is laid for the permanence of 
human institutions, by securing the happiness of those 
who are subjected to their influence. 

•In judging, therefore, of the degree in which stabi- 
lity is attached to the dynasties of modern times, we 
have only to look to the tendency of their institutions, 
and the influence which they exercise on social hap- 
piness. The states of antiquity involved in themselves 
the i)rinciples of decay, because their tendency was 
unfavourable to human welfare, and prevented the 
developement of the laws intended to regulate the in- 
crease of the species : the states of modern Europe 
have acquired stability only in proportion as they 
have facilitated the operation of these laws, and pro- 
moted the welfare of the great family of mankind. 
The laws of nature arc ever the same : the vices of anti- 
quity, if renewed in modern times, will bring about the 
same j)unishment. If the governments of modem 
Europe liave thwarted the ends of the social union, 
darkened the light or perverted the truth of religion : 
if they have degraded and oppressed the poor : if they 
have shut out the liglit of knowledge, and compelled 
men to retain in the advanced periods of society the 
habits and dispositions which were suited only to the 
lowest : if, in short, they have depressed the multi- 
tude to elevate a few, whether aristocratic leaders, re- 
gal courtiers, or popular demagogues ; then let us not 
hope for their continuance, nor imagine that any stabi- 
lity belongs to such institutions. They have, without 
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knowing it, delVated the very object whicli they bad in 
view : in the vain attempt toseciire their own interests, 
they have dosed the only sources of permanent prosperi- 
ty, and the renovation which they have refused to accept 
from the elevation of their own people, they shall re- 
ceive from the sword of foreign conquest,, But if, on 
the other hand, they have promoted the happiness of 
man, and developed the laws of the social order ; 
if they have encouraged the teaching of true ix^li- 
gion, and provided for its reaching all classes of the 
people : if they have protected the poor against 
sovereign oppression, aristocratic power, or demo- 
cratic cupidity : if they have permitted tlie growth 
of prosjierity and the diftusion of knowledge among 
the lalKHiring classes, then let us hope for the conti- 
nuance of snch beneficent institutions, and feel confi- 
dence in tlie efficacy of tlie regenerating powers v\ liich 
they have called into activity to give lliern perma- 
nence. They have, without intendinp; it, taken the 
most effectual course to secure their real interests: in tlie 
generous regard for the liappiness of their people they 
havegiven what they sliall receive in return an hundred 
fold : by securing the durability of national prosjie- 
rity they have removed tlie necessity of national de- 
struction : tlu^y have done what was possible for the 
happiness of man, and they have received in return 
the Immortality of Nature. 

But the anxious wish of the human inind to dive 
into futurity, will not be satisfied with such alterna- 
tive or general propositions. AVe are irresistibly 
prompted by a desire to know with more piecisioii 
what our fate is destined to be, and to which of 
the sides in this picture the fate of ourselves and 
our children is to incline* Impossible as it is, to an- 
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swer these questions with any thing like certainty, 
there are yet various considerations which throw 
considerable light upon them, and suggest the pain- 
ful doubt, whether even the best institutions of mo- 
dern Europe are not liable to sources of corruption 
and decay, .which, though slower in their operation, 
may in the end jjrove as destructive as those which 
in every age have occasioned the destruction of 
oriental greatness. If we survey the annals of the 
world, we shall find that, although free states have 
escaped many of the causes of corruption incidental 
to despotic ones, they have done so only to incur other 
dangers peculiar to themselves, which in the end prove 
not less fatal. Athens sunk after a short period of 
brilliant existence under the vehemence of democratic 
faction, and the experienced iini)0ssibility of prevail- 
ing on a nunierous body of indigent electors, eitliyr to 
guard in their external relations against foreign dan- 
ger, or regulate themselves in their internal admini- 
stration by any principles of just government.'* Car- 
thage perished from the vehemence of party spirit ; 

• Athens contains 30,000 citizens enjoying the municipal franc]) ise, 
of whom 9000 only enjioyeO an income of L. 60 a year eacli : 21,000 
were disfranchised shoJ tly after the death of Alexander the Gieat by 
Ills suecessor.s, in consetjuence ofits being found on a surx ey that they 
did not possess an income to tliat amount, and 12,000 voters, who had 
liardly any property at all, were removx‘d from the city, and settled in 
vacant districts in Thrace, and the municipal government vested in file 
9000 who enjoyed an income to the amonnt of L, 00 a year. After 
tills the state became manageable, and ceased to be torn by internal 
convulsion, although its external indeperKlcrice had l»een [irevioiisly 
destroyed. Nothing farther is necessary to explain tlie instability of the 
Athenian councils; the impossibility of making them take any steps 
to M'ard off tiie danger arising from the admissitm of 19iilip, or the ra- 
])id bdl, and ultimate extinction of the Athenian inde})endence. — See 
tdllios’s History of Oi eece, v. 371- 
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even the pi’essing danger of Roman power could not 
extinguish the indelible hatred of the factions at each 
other ; the arm of Hannibal was paralysed by the 
jealousy which withheld from him, in the moment of 
victory, the resources of conquest ; and by preventing 
him from drawing his legions around Rome, the op* 
posite factions, in effect, brought the power of Rome 
to the walls of Carthage. That celebrated republic 
is descx'ibed by Polybius as having uniformly flourish- 
ed as long 51s its pojuilar energy was ruled and di- 
rected by patrician jiovv^n’ ; and it.s decay is distinct- 
ly placed, both by liim and tlie most sagacious of mo- 
dern observers, to the fatal increase of popular power, 
which laid the foundation of peinnanent and irrecou- 
cileable jtNilousies between the aristocratic and demo- 
cratic factions.* 

Royie herself, after having, during several centuries, 
jiainfully risen to universal dominion, from the long 
guidance of plebeian vigour, by the steady foresight 
of aristocratic power, had the seeds of destruction im- 
planted in her bosom by the vehement contests of 
party which followed the great democratic movement 
in the time of the Gi’acchi ; and the destruction of the 
aristocracy in those desolating civil wars which lasted 
eighty years, is considered by the historian of the De- 
cline and Fall of tlie Empire, as the certain cause of the 
ultimate ruin of the .state.f Poland, in modern times, 

Polybius, ii. o(J3, 5(14. Ileorcii’s Auciciit Nations, i. 273, 

t In early' timo.s,” says Gibbon, the arms of the people were con- 
trollerl by the authority of the patricians, and the balance of freedom 
was easily preserved in a small and virtuous eommunity\ The decline 
of tlie Roman state was very dilFeront from its intaiicy. An immense 
and tumult uous capital, a wide extent of empire, the servile etjuality 
of despotism, an army of IO0,00(J mercenaries, and the experience of 
frequent revolutions.” — Gibbon, ii. 60. 
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has exhibited the most perfect example of republican 
power onagreat scale, which is perhaps anywhere to be 
met with. Its six hundred thousand electors, in whom 
absolute, uncontrollable power was vested, bore near- 
ly the same proportion to the sixteen millions of in- 
habitants in the Polish empire, which the present 
electors of the British empire do to its vast poimla- 
tion ; and the incalculable power of democracy, as a 
spring, was never more clearly evinced in the liistoiy 
of the world, than in tlie brilliant flashes which occa- 
sionally illuminated the gloom of its national exist- 
ence. But Poland, nevertheless, fell a %dctim to the 
same causes which had proved fatal to all her democra- 
tic predecessors ; the sj)ring tore the machine of society 
in pieces from the want of a regulating u'eight.; the fac- 
tions fought, as they themselves said, under the buck- 
ler; but it was under the buckler of the Muscovite, 
the Swede, or the Saxon, that they respectively rang- 
ed themselves ; and the vehemence of domestic faction, 
overcoming the sentiment of nationality, ai med the 
people against themselves, and, ^vith unen'ing certain- 
ty, induced the consequence of foreign subjugation.* 
These examples, witliout recurring to othei’s, as to 
W'hicb the })resont generation can hardly be expected 
to form a solid judgment, from being themselves in- 

* ** Nature,’^ said John 8ol>ieski, “has rifled overy living creature; 
with the instinct of self-preservation, and given the most inconsidera- 
ble animals arms for their defence ; we alone in the nniverse turn ours 
against ourselves. That instinct is taken from us, not by any resist- 
less force, not hy an inevitable de.stiny, but by a voluntary insanity, 
by our own passions, l>y tlie desire of mutual destruction, Alas ! udiat 
will one day be the mournful suprise of jio.sterity to find that from the 
summit of glory, froin the period when the Polish name filled tlie imi- 
>'ers’e, our country has fulleii into riiin.s, and fallen, alas, for ever.” — Sal- 
vaiuly, hi, 375, 377, 
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volved in the whirl of passing events, suggest a doubt, 
whether the institutions which have given such un- 
paralleled vigour and energy to many of tlie states of 
modern Europe, do not involve in themselves princi- 
ples of ruin and decay, not less vehement in their ac- 
tion and certain in their effect, than the wonst tyranny 
of despotic power ; and whether the additional sources 
of vigour and energy whicli a purer religion and more 
liberal institutions have unquestionably comniunicaC- 
ed to the states of later times, may not have im- 
parted a corresponding and perhaps greater activity 
to the causes of national ruin. Human corruption, it 
is now too often found by ex})erience, turns the stream 
of regeneration by its source ; it does not oppose 
the battery, but seizes the guns, and directs them 
against the enemy. The powers of knowledge, the 
energj; of education, tlie glow of patriotism, the fer- 
vour of religion, are made the main instruments of 
action by the selfish passions of the human breast ; 
dignified names and a splendid colouring are given 
to the suggestions of individual interest ; the vigour 
which popular institutions have communicated to the 
.social system then becomes the means of arming the 
difl'erent parties in the state with stronger weapons, 
and poisoning their rancour against each other ; and 
the empire in the end falls a prey to the lethargic indo- 
lence which succeeds the experience of many revolu- 
tions. 

Whether these causes of evil — of the fatal power 
of which every free state, that has hitherto existed 
in the world has afforded melancholy proof — are 
combated in the European monarchies, and in our 
own country by causes of real regeneration, not 
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mere political change, and principles of improve- 
ment of still greater energy, and sovereign effica- 
cy, is, as yet, shi'ouded to every mortal eye. But 
this much may with confidence be assei’ted, that the 
laws of the moral world are of permanent force and 
enduring application ; that every commurjity, and our 
own among the rest, bears in its bosom the seeds of 
mortality, if it has not expelled the seeds of vice 
from the hearts of its members ; that it is sin which 
ever numbers the days of nations, as it is sin which 
has brought death to individual existence ; and that 
the means of national regeneration and prolonged 
existence ai’e to be found in no other change but 
the purification of the public heait, and the refor- 
mation of the universal mind. And whatever may be 
the ultimate fVite of the Bidtish empire; whether length 
of days is given to her greatness, or increasing corrup- 
tion is to prove fatal to her power, her children may 
console themselves by the retlection, that her achieve- 
ments in the great cause of human improvement are 
beyond the reach of fortune ; that the deeds of her 
arms are for ever engraven in tlie page of history, the 
efforts of her genius in the heart of man ; that subse- 
quent discord cannot extinguish the memoiy of for- 
mer unanimity, or subsequent degeneracy of departed 
virtue ; that her race is implanted in every quarter 
of the globe, and her memory enshrined in the records 
of mankind ; and that, wliatever may be her fqture 
destiny, she has already exercised a greater and more 
wide-spread influence over the progress of mankind, 
than either the genius of Greece, or the legions of 
Borne. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

ON THE ACTION OF THE PRINCIPLE OF INCREASE IN 

THE EAST. 

ARGUMENT. 

Coneral fliiiractcr of Oriontal Oppression — Aelion of the Principle of In- 
crease in the Tnrkisli Eniftire— in the (iroeian IsiaiKls— -In Egyi)t;-— In Rar- 
bury and l.ybia — In Syria and Asia Minor — lit llindostan — Ju China — In 
Ji'ijian— In Persia and A flganliistaun. 

It is ill the east tliat oppression and misrule ap- 
pear in, their most grievous form; and that amidst 
the choicest gifts of Nature, and under the influence 
of a perpetual spring, (he political debasement of 
the human species has attained the utmost limits. 
Ill discussing, accordingly, the situation of the people 
under the arbitrary sway of eastern dynasties, the 
words muery and servitude must be taken in a 
very dilFerent, and far stronger sense, than when ap- 
plied to the states of modern Kurope. Oppressed and 
degraded as the people are in many of these states, 
their condition is yet prosperous, if compared with the 
lot of those unhappy nations who crouch under the 
yoke of Persian or Turkish despotism. In the Euro- 
pean states there is always .<iome check to the excesses 
of the rich, or the tyranny of the sovereign ; in most 
there is something like an administration of justice ; 
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in all, the force of public opinion exercises a salutary 
control over the oppressive propensity of the holders of 
power. It has, accordingly, been often observed, that 
the most despotic sovereigns of Europe would not 
venture to exercise those acts of arbitrary tyranny 
which iveA'e practised without apprehension by the 
emperors of Rome. So strong, even under the worst 
governments, is the influence of general illumination, 
and of that progressive rise of the lower orders, w'hich 
has followed the establishment of tlie Christian reli- 
gion. 

But in the dynasties of the east, no restraint upon the 
power of government anywhere appears. The power 
of the sovereign is absolute, and the same uncontrolled 
aiitliority is delegated to tlie inferior jurisdictions. With 
the same sway with which theSultan rules in the palace, 
the Aga rules in the village. Desjiotism is brought 
home by the successive delegation of authority, to the 
cottages of tlie poor, and the emperor is not more scru- 
pulous in requiring an account from his vizier, than 
the private soldier or tax-gatlierer, is in wringing 
from the labourer the fruits of his toil. It is a com- 
mon saying in the east, that the sword of the Sultan 
does not fall on the dust : but the sword of the Sultan 
falls on the vizier, and the sword of the vizier falls on 
the Paclia, and the sword of the Pacha falls on the 
Aga, and the sword of the Aga falls on the peasant. 
In consequence of this accumulation of oppression, it 
has frequently happened in the east, that the popula- 
tion has been entirely ilestroyed, even in countries the 
most favoured by Nature, and in which in ancient 
times the numbers of mankind were the most abun- 
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(lant. After witnessing the struggles of the European 
powers for the most trifling accession of territory, and 
after lamenting the narrow limits within which a 
great population is thus too often crowded, the Euro- 
pean traveller sighs when he traverses the rich plains 
and smiling valleys of Asia Minor, in which all that is 
useful and beautiful in Nature are found together, and 
wdiere the only traces of human habitation are to be 
found in the ruined temples or solitary columns whidh 
idse above the luxuriance of the forest. It is an in- 
teresting and important inquiry to examine the causes 
of this terrible catastrophe of the human species : and 
how melancholy soever the survey may be, it will not 
be without its consolation, if wo can discern, in the 
very misery which we regret, and in the destruction 
which has pi’eceded it, the operation of the same gene- 
ral laws, on w'hich the ultimate welfare of mankind is 
founded. 


L_TUJIKEY. 

Though locally placed in great part within the li- 
mits of Europe, the Turkish empire is truly an Asiatic 
dynasty. Its religion, its manners, its laws, its lan- 
guage, have all sprung from an oriental origin, and the 
state of its population still more clearly classes it with 
the regions of eastern servituile. 

Throughout the whole extent of the Turkish do- 
minions the condition of the peasantry is indigent, 
oppressed, and wi’etched. llie Morea, once the abode 
of riches, and the theatrp of splendid events, and 
which preserved its population even under the Venetian 
government, continued down to its emancipation from 
the power of the Osmanlis, a poor and miserable conn- 
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try.^ Wherever he went, the traveller beheld villages 
destroyed by fire and sword; in rnanyof the towns whole 
suburbs were deserted ; a traveller might often advance 
fifteen leagues without meeting a single habitation.! 
“ The owner of the hut where we lodged,” says Clarke, 
“ told us, that each male is compelled to pay a tax of 70 
piastres ; that for himself, having three sons, he paid an 
annual payment of 280 piastres, besides other contri- 
butions ; that he toiled incessantly with his children 
to gain enough to satisfy their demands, but found 
himself unable, after all his endeavours. Having said 
this, the poor man shed tears ; asking us if the time 
would ever arrive when Greece might be delivered 
from the Mahometan tyranny : adding, if we had but 
a leader, we would flock together by thousands, and 
soon put an end to Turkish dominion.”! The agri- 
culture of the country, the life of the j>easants,„is de- 
stroyed by outrages of tlie most cruel description. To 
chase a Greek peasant from his cottage, or kill him on 
the slightest pretext ; to seize his wife and children, 
and all he is worth in the world, was a matter of sport 
to the j4ffa of the most insignificant village.^' Driven 
to the depth of despair, the Moraite tore himself from 
his country, and sought in Asia a lot less unfoi'tunate. 
Vain hope! says Chateaubriand, thi'oughout the whole 
extent of the Turkish empire his condition is the 
same ; he will find Cadis and Pachas even in the 
sands of Jordan, and in the deserts of Palmyra. || 

The island of Caiidia, described as so flourishing in the 
ancient histories, does not contain at present 150,000 

Savary*8 Greece, p. 383. f Chateaubriaiifl, i. 258. 

4 . Clarke, iii. 7 jti. ^ Clmleaubriantl, i. 258. Jj Ibid. i. 259. 
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Greeks. Yet it is 250 leagues roinid ;* and nothing is 
wanting but labourers and secure property to make it 
maintain four times its present population.! The Pa- 
chas are absolute 4 and their sole object seems to be to 
enrich themselves. With this view, they make use of 
every pretence to extort money from the Greeks, who 
are oppressed in a way which is not to be described ; 
and the result of this tyranny has been to destroy 
the character of the natives themselves. If one ha* 
the good fortune to accjuire a little property, his neigh- 
bour endeavours to discover something whereof to ac- 
cuse him before the Pacha, who generally makes 
these dissensions a pretence to rob both parties.^ 
When Candia was in the hands of the Venetians, 
Setia, Gisi?, Petra, Sisamo, and Sphaetica were crowded 
towns ; now they are obscure villages. In these days 
it rivaUed Venice in wealth and population ; it is now, 
comparatively speaking, a desert. |j 

Under the Venetians, Crete, though exceedingly po- 
pulous, exported corn to a large extent ; at present, 
the island is obliged to import grain, Its hundred 
cities are spoken of in ancient writers: it does not in 
all probability contain one-fourth of its former popula- 
tion.** Wei’e this island under a better government, 
men would multiply without end, villages and ruined 
towns would be rebuilt, land would be brought into 
cultivation, the arts would return ; in a word, the su- 
perb island of Crete would revive from its ashes, ff 
Few countries are so favoured by Nature as the 
island of Cyprus. Corn, wine, oil, sugar, the metals 

• Savary, 377. t Ibid. J Ibiil, 37a. Ibid. 

II Ibid. 383. t Ibid. 388. ** Ibid. 377. 

tt Thornton’s Turkey ; Savary, .388. 
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are its natui’al iM*oductions. It contains several ports, 
all the materials requisite for ship-building ; in a 
word, everything which can render industry either ex- 
tensive or profitable. But the tyranny of the Turks 
has counteracted all these natural advantages.* Under 
their despotism it is neither peopled nor cultivated. 
From a million of inhabitants, the population is re- 
duced to .30,000 : from a climate which was blessed 
with a perpetual spring, it is become unwholesome 
and unpleasant : from cities and towusj that almost 
touched each other, it now contains only scattered 
villages and heaps of ruins : from an exuberant abun- 
dance of every necessary and luxury, the inhabitants 
are now reduced to indigence and want, f Nor is 
this change surprising, when the government of the 
Turks is considered. The taxes which they imposed 
were adapted to a much larger population, whiph then 
existed, and have not been diminished when the num- 
ber has lessened. This increases to an indefinite de- 
gree the burden on those who remain ; and such has 
been the effect of the misery of the country, and of 
the emigration Avhich it has occasioned, that the ad- 
vantages and productions of the climate have not been 
able to withstand them. | 

“ Few words,” says Clarke, “ may forcibly describe 
the situation of Cyprus. Agriculture neglected, in- 
habitants oppressed, population destroyed, pestiferous 
air, contagion, poverty, indolence, desolation. Instead 
of a beautiful and fertile land, once the paradise of 
the Levant, there is hardly^upon earth a more wretched 
spot than it now exhibits.^ The soil, though neglected, 


Thevenot*s Travels, i. ] 12, 
Do Tott,ii. J38. 


t Ibid. De Tott, ii. 138, 
§ Clarke, ii. 315, 
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is exceedingly rich in its nature. But the Greeks are 
so oppressed by their Turkish masters, that they dare 
not cultivate the land ; the harvest would instantly 
be taken from them if they did. Their whole aim 
seems to be to scrape together in a whole year as much 
as will pay their tax to the governor. In c/ise of their 
inability to pay this tax, the inhabitants are punished 
by torture ; to avoid this they fly the island. So 
many emigrations of this sort happen during the year, 
that the pppulation of all Cyi)rus rarely exceeds 
60,000 persons; a number formerly insufficient tohave 
peopled one of its towns. The sight of such a barren 
tract of the finest land, suggests interesting reflections 
to the moral philosopher, thus viewing the horrid con- 
sequences of barbarian power.” * 

The condition of Rhodes may illustrate the general 
situation of the Turkish provinces. The Pacha is 
the governor-general of the island, and he possesses 
absolute power, f He may be guilty of the utmost 
excesses of tyi'anny without fear of punishment or 
control.:!: He has but to command, and assure the 
husbandman of his protection, and agricultui’e would 
flourish. But he holds his office by a j)recarious te- 
nure ; he knows not whether he may be in his govern- 
ment to-morrow, and he is fearful of labouring for 
the benefit of his successor. Besides this, the misery 
of the country is the source of his wealth. As the 
island does not furnish grain for the support of its 
inhabitants, he purchases the corn of Cararnania, 
which is of an inferior /juality, at a low rate, and 
he conveys this to market in small quantities to en- 

* CUarke, ii. 341. t Savary, 90. i Ibid. 
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liaiice the price. * And what is still worse, the rate 
fixed for the first bushel of the new crop serves as the 
standard for all that is sold during the year ; and this 
must not be departed from, though half the people 
should perish, f I’liis monopoly, which rapidly en- 
riches thosy* who are concerned in it, is productive of 
the most fatal consequences to commerce, agriculture, 
and every species of industry. Another grievance of 
the severest kind is the continual services of the Ni- 
zam : the wages of the j)eople are half sequestrated by 
him ; and he raises the jwice of the goods he sells to 
fifty times their prime cost. In consequence of this 
accumulation of evils, the cries of the oppressed are 
heard on all sides, but they are disregarded : the op- 
pressor purchases protection uith money, nnd the 
profits of his crime secure impimity. ;j; The effects 
of this tyranny may be distinctly read in the qspect 
of the population. The univei’sal poverty and fright- 
ful depopulation of the island are indelible marks 
of the vices of this government. In place of the 
population tvith wliich it formerly abounded, it 
contains only 36,500 inhabitants : its revenue only 
90,000 piastres, of which 34,090 go to the Grand Sei"'- 
nior. Nor ai’e the inhabitants to be blamed for in- 
dolence : they are utterly unable to attempt anything 
for public or private advantage : a few miserable 
wretches only wander over the plains of tins once 
flourishing paradise. § This, indeed, is the general 
system of the Turkish empire : t/ze capital ovei^flows 
with riches, while the provinces latiguish in the most 
extreme poverty, |) 

* Savary, 100. f Ibid. t Ibid. 103. § Ibid. (| Ibid, 
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On the mainland of Turkey the Greeks leave the 
greater part of their fields uncultivated and waste. 
Nor is this to be wondered at, when it is consi- 
dered that they have no inducement to labour. If 
they should sow or plant they would he deemed rich, 
and the Aga would find a pretence for seizing their 
property.* It is hardly conceivable to what a length 
this dread of displaying wealth is carried in the Otto- 
man empire. “ If a bridge falls,” says Chateaul)riand, 
“ no one repaii's it: theumi’k would denote wealth in the 
proprietor. I have actually seen Greek captains ex- 
pose themselves to shipwreck in consequence of their 
rigging being torn, rather than repair it : to such a 
length do they carry tlie dread of displaying any ap- 
pearauce>of wealth or industry.”f 

In the rich plain of Uomelia, in the vicinity of Con- 
stantinople, the cultivation is beyond measure wretch- 
ed.]: The Grand Seignior publicly monopolizes all the 
corn, and with it furnishes the capital. He draws his 
supplies from the maritime provinces, which are sub- 
ject to a kind of tax called Ichtiraeh, consisting in the 
obligation to deliver to the Sultan, at a very low rate, 
a certain quantity of grain, which he retails to others.^ 
The consequence of this .system likewise is, that all 
exportation of corn is prohibited : and on occasion of 
a late scarcity, orders were issued to seize all the grain 
I’eserved by the farmers to sow the land.jl Under 
such management it is hardly to be wondered at that 
the vicinity of the capital affords no encouragement 
to the poor cultivators of Uomelia. 

* Savary, iO. 

t Chatoauliriaud^ i. 268. t Travels in Crimea, &<:. C2S, 

§ Thornton’s Turkey. Dc Tott, I iio. ii Ibid. 
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Wallachia and Moldavia have been ever since they 
were subjected to the Turks in the most miserable and 
indigent condition : so miserable, indeed, as would be 
altogether inconceivable, when the excellence of the 
soil is considered, if eastern despotism did not explain 
anything.*. The old chronicles of the country relate, 
that this province once could muster 40,000 fighting 
men : the hispodar or govertior could not now assemble 
a* fourth part of this number. For a series of years 
the population lias been gradually decreasing ; and in 
a space of 600 leagues in circumference this country 
does not maintain 600,000 souls.f Nor will this de- 
population appear extraordinary, when the oppression 
to which they are subjected is considered. The coun- 
try is governed by a hisjmlar or governor and the 
proprietors of the soil are termed hoyards. Tlie his- 
podar is obliged to jiay a certain annual tribute or re- 
venue to the Grand Seignior, and this tax is levied in 
the most burdensome manner. Both provinces have 
a governor, and under each ai*e a variety of inferior 
dignitaries, each presiding over a little district. These 
governors, both superior and inferior, have too often no 
other object but to rob and defraud whoever they can. 
I’hey bring prosecutions against the wealthy, who ne- 
ver can terminate them but by paying money ; and to 
avoid this evil, the merchants and traders are obliged 
incessantly to make presents to their superiors.:}: In- 
deed, it may safely be said, that not only the main ob- 
ject, but the sole art of these governors and sub-gover- 
nors, is to rob and plunder the peojile, by seizing every 
opportunity of satisfying their devouring rapacity.^ 

* Travels in the Crimea, 258. f Ibid. 330, 270. 

r Ibid. 332. Si De Tott, i. 39. 
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These unhappy provinces are frequently set up to 
sale : a large price is given by the purchaser, who pays 

per cent, for the money which he is obliged to ad- 
vance, and the whole of this is in a short time wrung 
out of the people. Wallachia and Moldavia, accord- 
ingly, are more heavily taxed than in their jnost pros- 
perous days : and when the incredible diminution in 
their nunibei'S and Avealth are considered, it may he 
imagined how severely these imposts press upon those 
who remainj* It would seem as if despotism, intent 
on the destruction of its prey, deemed it necessary to 
increase its exactions in proportion as men diminish- 
ed in numbers and wealth. As I traversed Moldavia, 

I beheld them gathering the eleventh capitation for 
the year., though it was only October.! 

The boyards or proprietors, instead of endeavour- 
ing to protect, join in the pillage of their people. They 
live in the capital. Their object is to reimburse them- 
selves for the sums they are compelled to pay to go- 
vei’nraent ; and these local impositions, joined to the 
sums w'hich the prince levies to pay his tribute, over- 
burden Moldavia to such a degree, that, rich as it is, 
the soil* is incapable of maintaining it.| The natural 
consequence of this is, that the people are everywhere 
involved in the utmost indigence, with the exception 
of the boyards and governors, who are, at the same 
time, great proprietors and cruel tax-gatherers.^' 
These difl'erent grievances, when acting with unit- 
ed force : the taxes which the hispodar is obliged to 
levy to pay his annual trjbute : the tyrannical man- 
ner in which they are collected, the oppressions of 
the boyards, the bloody wars of which the coun- 

• Do Tott, i. .^ 0 . i* lbi<l. Ibid. i. 39 . § Ibid. 
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try has lately been the theatre, all contribute to di- 
minish and impoverish the population. * In con- 
sequence of these disastrous circumstances, agricul- 
ture has from time immemorial been neglected in 
these magnificent provinces, though they are by 
nature the richest part of the Turkish dominions. 
The continued labour of an improved cultivation, and 
the rotation of crops, are utterly unknown, f Not 
more than one-fortieth of the land is under tillage ; 
for no cultivator sows more than he tlpnks will be 
sufficient to supply himself and his family with the 
necessaries of life, from a conviction tiiat the boyards 
will seize any thing like a superfluous store, — and 
awful experience teaches them that this apprehension 
is well founded. I 

It is in consequence of these causes that emigration 
is so common from these provinces into the adjoining 
countries of Austria and Russia. Yet in spite of this 
emigration, and of the unexampled severity of govern- 
ment, it is wonderful with what promjititude popida- 
tioii, if allowed to augment, makes up for any casual 
losses ; and how speedily all traces of war are obliterat- 
ed by the riches of Nature. § We may learn from this 
fact both the fertility and natural capacities of the soil 
and climate which reiiair these disasters ; and appre- 
ciate, from tlie rapidity with wliich these transitory 
evils are compensated, how deep-rooted is the oppression 
which permanently desolates these delightful regions. 

The population is muck more numerous in the 
mountainous parts of Wallqchia and Moldavia than in 
the plains, notwithstanding their being so much less 

• Travels in Crimea, 270. f Ibid. 2.58. 

I Thornton’s State of Turkey. Travels in Crimea, p. 258. 

^ Travtils in Ih imea, 84. 
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fertile : and this arises from the mountains affording 
the inhabitants some protection from the fury of the 
Turkish soldiery, who dare not dare to follow the in- 
habitants into these asylums of industry and indepen- 
dence.* 

It would be tedious to go over all the provinces of 
the Turkish empire, and give a repetition of the 
same scenes of oppression and of misfortune. It may 
be observed almost universally of the Ottoman domi- 
nions that the very sowing the ground is a scene of 
strife ; that the sower or reaper are alike exposed to 
pillage; and that the implements of luisbandry are 
not more essential to harvest than the carbine, the 
pistol, and the sabre. | One continued system of 
plunder and oppression begii^ at the throne, and de- 
scends through all the inferior officers. The goveiTi- 
inent /nay be considered as an army encamped, the 
general of which issues orders to forage the couutry.| 
It is attentive only to strip the governors of the 
wealth which has been the pi*oduce of their extortion. 
If a complaint is made, the people may sometimes ob- 
tain the punishment of the guilty functionary, but 
never the restitution of his plunder.^ The complainers 
get nothing but the head of the criminal, and the new 
governor soon makes tliern regret the old. The whole 
system of finance in Turkey consists in placing a cer- 
tain number of spunges on the ground, which, by 
drinhing up the dew, gives the sovereign an opportu- 
nity of collecting it, by squeexing it into a reservoir, 
of which he alone keeps the key.\\ 

In pursuance of this system the government uniform- 

* Travels in Crimea, 2(51, f (’larke’s Travels, i. 376. 

T Be Tott, ii. 20. § Ibid. ii. 1 12. || Ibixl. i. 132. 
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ly connives at the extortions of inferior officers, because 
they constitute a considerable source of the Sultan’s 
wealth. Not only is it an invariable rule that nothing 
which is seized can ever be restored to the oppressed by 
the sovereign, but the produce of the extortion often 
purchases .impunity. * The soldiery in distant quar- 
ters generally usurp the public authority ; but their 
opposition to the Grand Seignior is far from diminish- 
ing the despotism under which the people suffer. The 
Janizary, Aga, and every private soldier, under them, 
only become so many tyrants, whom the Porte opposes 
with caution, whom the Pacha fears, and who are the 
terror of the whole country.f The permanent garri- 
sons kept by the Turks, joined to the want of disci- 
pline among the troopsj^ give them a sort of property 
in the jdace where they are stationed : they there ex- 
ercise rights consecrated by custom, which they unite 
to maintain, though utterly subversive of the peace 
and good order of the state.l 

It is to the government alone, founded as it is on 
an oppressive religion, that we are to impute the sla- 
very of some, the tyranny of others, the vices of all.^ 
The Greeks and Armenians, excluded from civil em- 
ployments, threatened incessantly with the loss of their 
lives and their fortunes, have almost everywhere be- 
come cringing through fear. The sale of all employ- 
ments, and the precarious tenure by which they are 
held, converts the depositaries of authority into oppres- 
sors. Justice is venal, because the Cadis have been 
laid under contribution. All persons who receive pay 
from the Sultan, from the Janizary upwards, are liable 

De Tott, ii. 142. Eton’s Present State of Turkey, p. 72. 
t Be Tott, ii. 147. J Ibid. ii. H8. 

f Olivier’s Travels, i. 21f>. 
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every instant to death and confiscation. * This in- 
spires fear, and prompts those in office to make the 
most of Avhat they hold by so frail a tenure, f The 
vices of the people, as well as their miseries, spring, 
in a gi-eat degree, from the oppression of Government. 

Under the influence of so many concurring causes, 
it is possible, that the population of the Turkish do- 
minions might have been eutii*ely destroyed, were it 
not for some causes which have an opposite tendency.* 
Among these,^ the institution of Azams is one of the 
most important, and may safely be said to have delay- 
ed the ruin of the gi'eater part of the provinces.^ It is 
the duty of these officers to watch over the safety of in- 
dividuals, and defend them from the unjust enterprises 
of the Pacjia.^ The Jews and Christians have their 
chiefs also, but an unjust accusation against them is 
seldom terminated but by the sacrifice of a sum of 
money. It too often happens, howevei-, that the 
Azam is in league with the Pacha against the people, 
who thus have no redress whatever. In towns, again, 
the safety of individuals is much increased, by all those 
of every trade being united in a corporation, the chiefs 
of which watch over the individuals composing it ;|| 
and it is to this cause, that we are to attribute the re- 
markable dilference, observable in every part of the 
Ottoman empire, between the numbers, industry, and 
comfort of the inhabitants of town.s, compared with 
those who dwell in the country.^! 

But by far the most important circumstance which 
in every age has limited tlnj oppression of the Turk- 
ish government, is the village system, which prevails 
almost universally over the east, and may be consider- 

* Olivier’s Travels, i, 210. + Ibid. % Ibid. 201* § Ibid. 

II Ibid. 5 Volney’s Sjrria, &c. Olivier, i, 201. 
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ed as the greatest blessing ami grand distinction of 
oriental civilisation. By this institution, which pre- 
vailed also in tlie Koinan empire, the whole country 
is divided into little coinnuinities, wlio pay a certain 
fixed tax or rather tribute to the govermnent or Pa- 
cha, in cgiisideration of which they are rc^heved from 
all further exaction on the part of these officers, I'lie 
proportion in which each individual in the coinimi- 
aiity is to bear his share of this burden is ascertain- 
ed with nicety, and, iiigeneral JViithfully observed. Pro- 
bably the vv isdoni of man could not devise any otlier 
system e(jually w ell calculated to shelter the poor in 
despotic countries from the oppression of the powerful. 
As hllig as society is progressive, or even stationary, 
it operates in general as a very effectual protection ; 
but when the desolations of war, or tlie grimling 
tyranny of government, have rendered cultivation 
retrograde, it becomes the source of great and in- 
CJ’easing oppression ; for governinent will admit of no 
diminution in the total amount of tlie tribute from 
each coinmunity, and, consc(|iiently, if a considerable 
part of its members are dispersed or destroyed, the 
burden comes to fall witli increasing, sometimes in- 
tolerable, severity, upon those who remain. It was to 
this causethatthedecline of agriculture and population 
in the Jloman jirovinces has been ascribed by the most 
enlightened of its historians.'- And the same circuin- 
stance is considered by recent observers as tlie cause 
of the still SAvifter decay of industry ami the uuinbers 
of mankind in the Tnrkisji dominions in recent times.i 
''{ here are limits also imposed to devastation and 
tyranny, in consequence of tlie force of custom in some 

<abl>oii, vi. 173, 174; Sisrnoiidi, Hist, do Franco, i. 174, 175 . 
t Wulsli, 102, 103. 



JX KAHLY TIMK.S. 


instances, and the influence of tlie protection of re- 
ligion in others* Propert}^ vested in mortmain, in the 
hands of the ministers of religion Js in general tolerably 
secure, and it is vvitli them, that the little capital which 
arises from trade or commerce is commonly invested* 
But this secure jdace of deposit benefits those only 
who have the means of making money, who are a very 
limited part of the inhabitants : and the priiicij)al cir- 
cumstance which gives security to the great body oC 
the people in^ the Ottoman dominions, and generally 
S]>eaking, throughout the east, is to be found in tlie 
security afforded by the moiiiitaia ranges w hicli in- 
tersect many parts of tiie country. In tlnvii' valleys, 
where a genial cjiiiuite aifords ])lentiful means of sub- 
sistence, industry is so far protected by the difficulty 
of access, as to afford the labourer a tolerable security 
of enjoying tlie fruits of his toil. General ly sjieaking, 
accordingly, the hill districts of 'I'urkeyJjoth in Euroju' 
and Asia, are far betlc'r cultivated than the plains; and 
so strongly Iiad this cause, coujiied willi tlie increasing 
weakness of the Ottoman government, come to ojie- 
rate upon the Greek j)roviiiCi‘s, that for ilie tliirty years 
immediately preceding the breaking out of the Greek 
llevolution, the progress of its inhabitants in num- 
bers and opulence bad been ver}' rtariarkable. But of 
tlie magnitude of tlie oppression to Avbich the cities 
and plains are subject, and its extraordinajy elfect in 
destroying tlie numbers, and cheeking the growtli of 
mankind, decisive evidence is to be iound in the fact, 
thatthe Turkish empire, which in Europeand Asia em- 
braces 815,000 square miles, contains only 25,000,000 
iiduibitants, being at the rate of 28 to the sijuaremile, 
certainly not a fiftli part of the population it contained 
in the days of the Ilomaii and Persian empires, and 
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hardly more tiian a tenth of what is at this moment 
to be found in many countries of modern Europe, pos- 
sessing fewer advantages of climate and soil, but where, 
nevertheless, all classes of the people enjoy compara- 
tive affluence and comfort.^" 

Aniids^ the general and melancholy features of mi- 
sery which characterize the Turkish doininions, it is 
pleasing to observe some insulated examples of greater 
prosperity in those situations, which, from their re- 
moteness or other causes, are less exposed to the ty- 
ranny of the Turkish soldiers, liulgaria is a very 
iriountainous coiuitiy, but higldy cultivated, and its 
inhabitants are active and laborious.! There is a much 
greater proportion of villages and lands in tillage than 
in the adjoining countries of W^allachia and Moldavia, 
in consequence not only of its being less exposed to 
the ravages of war, but more withdrawn from the op- 
pressions of the Turkish Government, and few dis- 
tricts of Europe exliibit more cultivation, and a great- 
er density of i)upulation, tlian the broad rnountaiu 
range of the Balkain;} In the sequestered valleys 
of this province, the peasant lives secure in his 
hut, and enjoys a tolerable certainty of reaping the 
fruits of his toil. In tlie island of Caxos, in like 
inanncr, the iidiabitants, though subject to the Grand 
Seignior, are nut oppressed, because, by reason of 
there being no fort, the Turks do not dwell on the 
island. To this fortunate circumstance alone is to be 
ascribed the liherty, tranquillity, and hapjnne^ss which 
pi'evails* The houses are built of stone, and are neat, 
roomy, and substantial. Everything in this little 
island M^ears an air of industry, security, and comfort. 

I have visited,” says Savary, countries on which 

♦ Malte Brun, i. 4^,and Humboldt, Nouv.Esp.xi. 5.5, and App. No.IV". 

t Travels in Crimea, 118. % Ibid. § Savary’s Greece, 141. 
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liberal Nature has exhausted all its treasures, and 
everyiohere have found nations unhappy^ nothy their 
own faulty not by the sterility of the soil^ but by the 
vices (f Groc eminent. In the midst of slaves crouching 
beneath the Ottoman yoke, I liav^e found a rock, not 
three leagues in circumference, on which* the Turk 
has not set his foot, and which is inhabited by a free 
and happy people.’'"^" 

Such is a slight sketch of the Turkish empire ifi 
Europe ; and melancholy as the picture which it ex- 
hibits is of the present condition of the human race, 
it is yet fraught with lessons of no inconsiderable im- 
portance. In the misery and wretchedness of the in- 
habitants of these delightful regions, once the abode 
of liberty* of wealtli, and of happiness, we discern the 
necessary and never-hiiling eliects of universal igno- 
rance and despotic power upon tlie prosperity of the 
human species. We perceive, that, for the want of 
these blessings, no riches of nature, no advantages of 
situation, no mildness of climate, can allbrd any com- 
pensation. It is plain, that, under the influence of 
despotic power, the human species is as wretclied and 
as degraded in tlie most tavourable as in the least fa- 
vourable situations ; in the islands of the Archipelago 
or the plains of Romelia, as under the rigours and 
amidst the desolation of a Siberian winter. After 
comparing the present situatioji of the Ihirkisli em- 
pire, witli the bright picture of Greece in the age 
of Miltiades or Theniistocles, on tlie one hand, and 
with the situation of the* free kingdoms of Europe 
at the present moineiit, on the other, we discern 
the true causes of the welfere or the suffering of the 
human species : and from the melancholy survey of 


* Savavy's Greece, H I . 
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the riiJiis of national happiness, we should feel a 
deeper thankfulness for tlic means of public prosperity 
which we possess, and for the intluence of that reli- 
gion, by which, so long as its precepts are observed, ci- 
vilisation ln\s been placed in our countries upon an irn- 
peidshable foundation. 

IL^ — Eg vpj . 

It is the melancholy task of those who examine the 
situation of mankind under the dynasties of the east, 
to repeat, ill almost every country, the same detail of 
oj)pression, of injustice, and of suffering. Almost every- 
where tiiifc lower orders of the people are opjjressed by 
their sujieriors ; and it dej)ends upon tiie degree of this 
tyranny, whether the numbers of mankind are scanty 
or numerous : whether the princijffe of population is 
absolutely cliecked by the force of despotic tyranny : 
or suffered to develope itself, and occasion the multi- 
plication of an indigent and redundant po[Hilation. 

The kingdoms composing tlie ^hirkisb empire afford 
the most striking proofs of the truth of this observa- 
tion : and of these none exhibits a more remarkable 
example than the kingdom of Egypt. From our earli- 
est years, we have lieard of the wealth, the power, and 
the vast population of this celebrated country ; and 
the Pyramids stand eternal monuments of tlie opu- 
lence wbieli it had attained in the remotest periods of 
human existence. But on turning to the experience* 
of modern times, a very different sj)ectacle exhibits it- 
self. We behold this magnificent country, on which 
nature has lavished her richest gifts, languishing un- 
der the tyranny of oriental despotism : and the descen- 
dants oftliose multitudes who erected the stupendous 
monuments of Egyptian power, thinly scattered over 
the plains which arc yet loaded witli the riches of an 
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iiiidecayiiig soil. Amidst the utmost profusion of the 
means of subsistence, the peasants are wretched and 
indigent in the exti’eine ; the scantiness of theii* num- 
bers, when compared with the riches of nature, aflords 
no alleviation to their sufferings ; and they afford a 
ineinorable example of tlie greatest excess of liinnaii 
misery, arising solely from the oppression of the poorer 
classes.^* 

Upper and Lo\ver Egypt differ much in the num- 
ber of the inhabitants, but in one respect they are en- 
tirely in unison ; in the degradation and misery of the 
people. Their houses are built of mud, with w^'ills 
hardly rising above the ground; their inmates are 
for the most part naked, t or clothed only in the most 
wretched^ rags.:}: From the poverty which universally 
prevails, the arts are reduced to the lowest ebb : the 
production of rose-water, of mats, and of some clumsy 
carpets, forms the whole of their manufactures.^' I 
have seen,” says Savary, a poor woman, who had 
only a jar and a few mats in the world ; some soldiers 
demanded her tax ; and on searching her hovel, disco* 
vered a bag of rice, which tliey carried off. She dashed 
her child on the ground to save it from starving, and bid 
its blood be on their heads.” || The only dress of the 
natives is a linen frpck dyed blue : of luxuries or com- 
forts of any description they have no coiicejition.^j 

Notwithstanding this indigence of tlie people, it ap- 
pears certain that the population of Egypt, great as it 
is, has much declined since the jieriods of its ancient 
prosperity. The provinces of Ileraclea and Arsinoe 
are reduced to one-third of their former extent ; and 

* Savary’s Egypt, 5 If). Sonuini, iii, &c. Legli’s Travels in 

Egypt, 42. 

f Sonniiti, iti, 2.J. + Savary, i- .512. ') Iliirl. i, .521. 

H Ibid. j28. <!: l)i- Tctt, ii. (J8, 
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every year the sands of Lybia rob Upper Egypt of a 
portion of its domain.* In traversing the provinces 
of this country, the traveller beholds the marks of an- 
cient cultivation, in tracts which are now nothing but 
sand ; columns, temples, and the remains of cities ap- 
pear in ruins in the midst of deserts.f The climate, 
the soil, the waters, are the same : the laws and sys- 
tem of government only are changed.^ 

, The population as it exists at present is entirely 
owing to the unaided bounty of nature.^ Whatever 
in other states could be effected only by a government 
ably formed, and constantly guided by the principles of 
justice, in Egypt arises from the nature of the soil.$ 
The riches of its productions satisfies in some measure 
the rapacity of the governors, and screens tjie people 
from the full effects of their tyranny. [| Nature seems 
to render labour almost superfluous, so luxuriant is the 
produce which it spontaneously bears. As soon as the 
rice in Lower Egypt is cut, tlie inhabitants sow a 
species of trefoil, which yields three successive crops 
before it again resigns its place to the rice. Of these 
crops the second is the most luxuriant. •][ That portion 
of Lower Egypt called the Delta, exhibits the most 
extraordinary spectacle of vegetable luxuriance. Every- 
where are to be seen the signs of an early cultivation, 
of an eternal spring, of a fertility incessantly reno- 
vated.** Great as the fertility is in this district, it is 
still greater in the provinces of Upper Egypt. The 
returns of agriculture have been there estimated at 
80 to 1 :ff and the most moderate calculations show 
an average return of 25 or 30 to When the 

* Savary, i. 519. Personal knowledge ; Niebuhr,!. 77. 

t Savary, i. 519. § De Tott, ii. 66. j| Ibid. 

1i Sonnini, i. 2S2. " Ibid. i. 212. 

ft Savary, i. 373. ;j:J Sonnini, iii. 197. 
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ci’op yields only 20 to 1, the cultivators complain of 
the scantiness of their returns. * Even this fertility 
would easily admit of increase : for great as it is, it 
is the spontaneous gift of Nature : the means of irriga- 
tion which are required in so warm a climate are 
neglected or lost : ignorant and lazy, the hvisbandrnen 
know not how to avail themselves of the most fruit- 
ful of all soils : yet, notwithstanding this, many crops 
constantly come to maturity in the same year : so ili- 
exhaustible.are the riches which Providence has la- 
vished upon maukind.f 

The decay and miserable condition of the popula- 
tion will easily be understood, Avheu the oppressions 
to w'hich they are subjected ai'e considered. In the 
fifteenth, century, Egypt, after all the revolutions 
which it had undergone, was compai’atively rich and 
populpus : but since the fatal a?ra of Turkish conquest, 
the tyranny of the Pachas has expelled both indus- 
try, riches, and the arts.;]; The exportation of grain was 
long ago prohibited, which gave a mortal stab to agri- 
culture ; the canals filled up, Alexandria became depo- 
pulated. This still continued even lately to be the fate 
of Egypt, nor was grain allowed to be exported but 
through the medium of the Turkish officers, w'hich 
were the scenes of e*idless extortion and abuse.^ Under 
the Turkish dynasty, this unhappy country has been 
the theatre of continual wars and revolutions, carried 
on in the most destructive of all ways, between petty 
tyrant and tyrant. The anarchy of this monstrous 
government, like a pestilential wind, has extinguished 
all energy among the people, and depopulated the 
cities and the plains. [j This is more especially the 


* Sonnini, 3, 197. 
§ Savary, i. 3T3, 


t Ibid. 

II Ibid. i. .'>19. 


\ Savary, i, 35. 
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case Math Upper Egypt, which, by reason of its vici- 
itity to Cairo, is the theatre of all the revolutions* 
These revolutions are never espoused by the common 
people : equally without regret and without hope, they 
interrupt none of their operations ; the Mamelukes 
dispute the, j)ossession of Egypt like so many ban- 
ditti at variance about the division of a booty.^ Each 
Bey is the governor of a province, and appoints for 
ea?ch a sub-governor. These subaltern governors en- 
deavour to attach to themselves the Mamelukes who 
are out of employment, with a view to seize on the 
government thernselves.f Wars in this way are con- 
tinually breaking out among the persons in authority, 
and these wars are fatal to the tranquillity of the pro- 
vinces. Tlie victorious party deprives the vanquish- 
ed of their lands and provinces ; the Arabs who have 
been pillaged join with the Bedouins, who are ajways 
ready to favour the malcontents for the hope of plun- 
der, and both descend like torrents from the moun- 
tains. The undisciplined troops put against them 
produce no less havock ; the cultivator is pillaged 
alike by his enemy and his defender. If tlie Arabs 
are repulsed, they retire into the desert laden with 
booty, and look for a iicav opportunity to renew their 
ravages, 

When a civil war breaks out in this way, it is the 
signal for universal dissension and innumerable feuds. 
The country is open to plunder and devastation by the 
Arabs and the Beys : the inhabitants of every village 
fight with their neighbours.: and unbridled licentious- 
ness is carried to its highest pitch. ^ A victory, there- 
fore, over the despotic authority in the country, so far 

• De Tott, ii. f Ibid, ii, 8H. | Savjtiry, i, 52 1 . 

Sonnini, iii. 238. 
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from being the signal for a diminution, is but the com- 
mencement of an increase of disorders. The fields are 
abandoned or laid waste : the husbandman forsakes his 
plough to fly to arms, the flocks are carried off or de- 
stroyed, and every sort of provision becomes the prey of 
the enemy or robbers. The highways, lin?d with ban- 
ditti, are shut against communication of every kind ; 
desolation reigns over a region, which, but for ils 
excessive fertility, would be long of repairing tht;se 
losses. But the soil is unimpaired by the ravages which 
are committed on its surface : and if the husbandman 
can only preserve seed sufficient to sow the ground, 
the produce of next year restores him to the situation 
in which he stood at their commencement.* 

When tranquillity is restored by the victory of any 
of the contending parties, the peasant is exposed to a 
less violent but equally oppressive despotism. The 
cities and villages are subject to a territorial tribute : 
and the cultivator holds his lands at the will of the 
master imposed on them by the ruling jiarty.f The 
Beys levy their tributes with an armed force : during 
several months in the year each of these tyrants en- 
camps with his forces in the vicinity of the villages 
within his jurisdiction. After exhausting the sub- 
sistence of the countrymen, and wresting from them, by 
dint of fear and violence, the fruit of their labours, 
he sits down near another hamlet to exact similar 
contributions. It is impossible to paint the vexations 
exercised by these tyrants : the instruments of their 
oppression are banditti whose crimes have driven 
them from their country.^ . 

“ The fields which are enriched by the Nile,” says Legh, 

* Sonnini, iii. 274. t Tott, ii. 83. \ Savary, i. 527, 
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“ teem with plenty : the date trees are loaded with fruit ; 
cattle of every kind, poultry and milk abound in every 
village : but the wretched Arab is compelled to live 
on a few lentils and a small portion of bread and 
water, while he sees his fields plundered and his cattle 
driven away to gratify the insatiable wants of a mer- 
cenary soldiery, and the inordinate claims of a rapacious 
governor. After having paid the various contribu- 
tions, and answered the numerous demands made up- 
on him, not a twentieth of the produce of his labour 
falls to his share : and without the prospect of en- 
joying the fruits of his toil, the fellah, naturally indo- 
lent himself, allows his fields to remain uncultivated, 
conscious that his industry would be but an addition- 
al temptation to the extortion of tyranny.”* ** 

Lower Egypt, and especially the Delta, being more 
removed from the Arabs, and from the scene of con- 
tention among the Mamelukes, is in a much happier 
situation than the upper country .t The facility with 
which the country is watered, leaves no part of it un- 
cultivated, and the I’ichness of the soil, by multiplying 
the harvest, maintains and animates the population.t 
It is accordingly extremely populous : the numbers 
of villages and cottages with white-washed walls, ris- 
ing amidst the luxuriant meadows' or corn-fields, with 
which the land is covered, exhibit the most delightful 
spectacle.^ Nor is the effect of this comparative se- 
curity less conspicuous on the character of the inha- 
bitants. While the people of Upper Egypt are the 
most ferocious barbarians that can be conceived, the 


• Logh’s Journey in Egypt, 42. t De Tott, ii. 85. 

I Ibid. ii. (j2, 

§ Suvary, passim ; and personal knowledge, Sonnini, i. 212 , 



character of the people in the Delta is mild and gentle. 
Planted on a fertile soil, and surrounded by plenty, 
their dispositions have changed : their temper has lost 
its ferocity ; a change to be ascribed to the unbound- 
ed gifts of nature, the peace of the country, and 
the influence of agriculture, the first instructor of na- 
tions, and the most powerful mean's of softening the 
human mind.* 

Imagination cannot picture a more beautiful spec- 
tacle than these white villages of the Delta, intersper- 
sed with palms, banana and orange trees : surrounded 
by the richest crops of grain : but the miserable ap- 
pearance of the peasantry evinces how completely the 
bounty of nature may be counteracted by a bad go- 
vernmept. Even now, the population is decreasing,* 
and the peasant, although in so fertile a country, mi- 
serably poor : for the exactions of government and 
its officers leave him nothing to lay out in the im- 
provement and culture of his lands : while the cities 
are falling into ruin, because the same unhai)py re- 
straints render it impossible for the citizens to engage 
in any sort of lucrative industry .f “ Whether under 
the yoke of the Persians, Greeks, Romans, Arabians, 
or Turks,” says Niebuhr, “ this country has enjoyed 
no interval of tran.quillity, but has constantly been op- 
pressed by the lieutenants of a distant lord : the sole 
object of both being that of extorting as lai’ge a reve- 
nue as possible from the hard hands of the peasant.”t 

As in other parts of the Turkish empire, justice is 
venal to the last degree pa Egypt : corruption among 
the higher orders is open and undisguised : every- 
thing may be bought : nor are pains even taken to 

• Sonnini, i. 213. f Legh’s Journey, 17 and 20. Niebuhr, Vol. i. 174. 

^ Niebuhr’s Travels, i. p. 236. 
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conceal this corruption : the surest proof of the unf- 
versal degradation of public feeling.^ 

l"'he first duty, as it is esteemed, and most ardent 
wish of women, is to have a numerous offspring : 
the public esteem, and the tenderness of their husbands 
are measured by their fecundity. Even the poor man 
who earns his bread by the sweat of his brow, prays 
to Heaven for a numerous offspring ; and so indis- 
pensable is this deemed to happiness, that the barren 
woman endeavours to indemnify herself bj^ adoption 
for the injury of nature.f Hence, in whatever indi- 
gence the people may be involved, it never has the 
effect of preventing the frequency of early marriages, 
which both custom and their religion enjoin ; nay, 
they seek to console themselves by a numerous off- 
spring, for the humiliation of their situation, and the 
precarious tenure by which they hold their property. t 
Were they certain of reaping the fruits of their toil, 
this projiensity would soon augment the population : 
but the poor peasant, after bedewing his fields with 
the sweat of his brow, retires to his miserable hut, 
and is compelled to relinquish to his o|>pressors the 
most valuable part of his harvest.)^ With these ha- 
bits, and in this situation, it may be conceived what 
scenes of poverty the country must exhibit. || 

From this slight sketch of the situation of the 
people in Egypt, it is not difficult to perceive tlie 
causes to which the misery of mankind is thei’e to be 
ascribed. It is not owing to the pressure of the iium- 

* Soriiiini, iii. 297. f Savary, it 187. j Ibid. § Ibid. i. 542. 

II III tins uficount of Egypt, the authorities relied on have been 
cbiefly those who visited the country previous to the late change in 
the goveriniieut by the rise of Mahomet Ali : for that event is too re- 
cent to have materially allected the action of the principle of increase ; 
and from all accounts it has done an 5 ^thing rather than improve the 
condition of the people. 
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bfers of the people on the limits of human subsistence, 
for the existing population is much within those li- 
mits ; it is not owing to the laws of Nature, for these 
laws \rere the same in the comparatively prosperous 
and more populous periods of antiquity : it is owing 
solely to the influence of an ew’oneous religion, and 
the tyranny of a despotic government. It is by the 
combined influence of these causes, that a population 
has been engendered, for whom, in existing circum- 
stances, there is no adequate maintenance : that habits 
of multiplication have been given to the people, with- 
out any regard to the means which the poorer classes 
have of rearing a family ; and that the total absence 
of all artificial wants has removed the only barrier 
which TOuld restrain the ju’ojiensity to early marriage, 
which custom and religion liave thus sanctioned. It 
has happened here, as in other despotic countries, that 
the same tyranny which has banished all ideas of 
comfort, and all means of elevation from the labouring 
classes, has at the same time crushed every attempt 
at improvement, and circumscribed all the sources of 
industry or subsistence ; and thus the people have 
been reduced to the lowest pitch of human suffering, 
that of being shackled on the one hand by the extor- 
tions of a despotic government, and pressed on the 
other by a redundant and continually. increasing po- 
pulation. And society in this unfortunate country ex- 
hibits the singular spectacle which a priori we should 
haveconsidered impossible, butwhich experience shows 
us is too frequently realized, of the propensity to in- 
crease, operating with the most force, when there is 
the least scope afforded for the subsistence of the 
people. In such circumstances, want or disease form 
the only limitations to the increase in the numbers of 
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mankind ; a melancholy state of things in a countfy 
abounding with all that is fitted to give ease and com- 
fort to the poorer ranks ; and from which we may 
conclude with the observation which the sight of this 
suffering has extorted from every traveller, that good 
laws will do more Jhr the welfare of the people than 
the utmost prof usion in the riches of Nature. * 

III. — Baubary. 

There is not a more reraai’kable instance recorded 
in history of the destruction of the human species than 
took place in Africa upon the destruction of the Roman 
empire. “ It is computed,” says Gibbon, “ that, dur- 
ing the reign of the Emperor Justinian, and the wars 
of Belisarius, upwards of 5,000,000 persons perished 
in A^ica alone by war ; and the ravages of the plague 
probably carried oil' a still larger number.”! “ Tlie pre- 
sent state of Africa,” says Dr Robertson, “ confirms the 
testimony of the contemporary authors,! who describe 
the destruction of mankind at that period. Many of 
the most flourishing and populous cities with which 
it was filled were so entirely ruined, that no vestiges 
remain to point out where they were situated. That 
fertile teri-itory which sustained the Roman empire, 
still lies in a great measure uncultivated ; and that 
province which Victor in his barbarous Latin called ' 
Speciositas totius terree Jiorentis, is now the retreat 
of pii’ates and banditti.”^ 

In fact, except some districts on the sea coast. Bar- 
bary is almost a desert. If is a rare thing to meet 
two or three villages in a day. H Nevertheless, the 

• Niebuhr, i. 37 ; Savary, i. 542. f Gibbon, vii. 424, note. 

,t Procopius, c. 18 ; Byz, Script, i. 315. $ Charles V. i. 211, 212. 

II Poiret’s Letters on Barbary, 338. 
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country is one of the richest in the world, and is ca- 
pable of maintaining an iminense population. ^ It is 
a curious and instructive fact to inquire into the causes 
of this extraordinary and continued diminutiou of the 
number of the human species ; a decline which is still 
going forward in the present day. f » 

The cause is to be found in the tyranny of the go- 
vernment. The supreme authority, as is universally 
known, is a despotism ; and the same system pervadds 
every branch of the administration. Every chief has 
as much authority within \i\)^douare or village as the 
Dey of Algiers. He may plumler the inhabitants, 
assassinate them, carry away their flocks, destroy their 
houses, and indulge in the gi'eatest excesses of cruelty; 
as long he pays the tribute to governiiient, lie is 
sure not to be disturbed, j: '^i'he farmer is in conti- 
nual dyead of being plundered, either by his own chief, 
or by one of a neighbouring nation. § Perpetual wars, 
conducted in the most ferocious manner, joined to the 
instability and tyranny of the ruling power, convert 
the finest country imaginable into a solitude. || It is 
even said to be a maxim of government, that in order 
to rule the people jiroperly, there should always 
be a stream of blood flowing from the throne : 
every kind of cruoky and injustice is systematically 
practised ; and the same system descends through all 
the governors and inferior autliorities.^[ To be rich 
is esteemed the greatest of all crimes in the eyes of the 
liarbary princes ; and such of their subjects as have 
acquired property to any»great amount, are seldom 
allowed to enjoy it : it is either extorted by the hand 
of power, or unjustly confiscated under the colour of 

* Poiret^s Letters on Barbary, 336. t Shaw’s Barbary. 

t Poiret, 834. § Ibid, 340. 1| Ibid. 55. t Ibid. 193,833. 

vor,. I. Y 
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laVT.* The efforts of industry are thus completely 
paralysed, and the labours of the people are almost 
entirely confined to the supply of their immediate 
wants. Those who are in atfluence assume the ap- 
pearance of indigence, or, for still greater security, 
deposit their u ealth in the bosom of the earth. The 
forms of justice are indeed observed, but their sub- 
stance is almost entirely gone, t 

* Artijicial wants of any kind are utterly unknown 

among the labour iug classes q/' the lieople. Remark- 
ably abstemious in their diet, they can subsist upon a 
very small quantity of the simplest nourishment. t 
Those habits of indulgcncewhich are the great springs 
of commerce, are either wholly ludviiown among them, 
or at least restrained from being openly gnatified by 
the lawless acts of extortion to which every opulent 
individual is invariably exposed.^ , 

The natives of liarbary are indolent in the high- 
est degree, unless when they are roused by some 
accidental circumstance. They may be seen in great 
numbers sitting on the ground, or leaning against 
a wall, in complete apathy and silence. So extreme- 
ly averse are they to standing or Avalking, that if 
two meet they instantly sit down, jj Their pover- 
ty is everywhere extreme; they are utterly igno- 
rant of cookery, eat no bread, and water is their only 
drink. Their huts shelter them from the weather, 
but are destitute of any sort of accommodation.*^ Cul- 
tivation is, as might be expected, under such a govern- 
ment, in the most backward state. The only plough- 
ing which they employ is a species of sci’atching six 
inches deep, frequently done with a wooden plough. 

* Toiret, S.'it. t Ibid. Shaw, 197 J Ibid. 74, 75. 

<5 Ibid. .5.5. II Ibid. 55. Ibid. 75. 
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Their only manure is the annual burning of the stub- 
ble ; yet with this wretched cultivation, the soil yields 
every vegetable in the greatest abundance. Were the 
husbandman protected in the exei’cise of his labour, 
it would aflbrd infinitely more than the wants of the 
population require.* 

The habit of early marriages is universal over the 
whole country. ^Vomen are frequently mothers at 
eleven or twelve, and grandmothers at twenty-two ol* 
twenty-three : they genex'ally see several generations. 
Their condition is everywhere degraded, and they are 
subjected to the most laborious emjdoyrnents, which 
their husbands are too lazy to undertake."!' There is no 
distinction of rank, except what arises from the tem- 
porary possession of office : and so precarioxis is the 
tenure of the wealth which it aflbrds considered, that 
a gov<}rnor or judge of a town would never regard 
himself or his daughters degraded by marrying a com- 
mon artificer. ! It is the distinguishing and odious 
characteristic of eastern despotism, as Dr Robertson 
has well observed, that it annihilates all other ranks 
of men, in order to exalt the monarch : that it leaves 
nothing to the former, while it gives everything to the 
latter : that it endeavours to fix in the minds of those 
who are subject to it, the idea of no relation between 
them, but that of a master and a slave : the former 
destined to command and punish, tlie latter formed to 
tremble and to obey.^ 

It seems unnecessary to observe, that the scanty 
population and miserable* condition of the Barbary 
states is thus to be imputed to the tyrannical nature 

* Shaw’s Barbary, p. 72. Poiret, p. 320. t Ibid. 

} Shaw, 84, Poiret, 329. § Charles V. i. 202. 
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of the government, and not to anything necessarily 
inherent in their physical or moral condition. 

V. — SyiuA, Palestine, a^jd. Asia Minok. 

The rich and beautiful provinces which compose 
this vast country, being subject to the authority of 
one • government, exhibit the same political appear- 
ances, and demonstrate the same political truths. 

* Of the vast population of Asia Minor and the coast 
of Syria in ancient times, we have the m«st abundant 
pi'oofs in all the wi’iters of antkjuity who have treat- 
ed of these interesting countries. The Anabasis of 
Xenophon speaks of innumerable large and flourish- 
ing towns which lay in the route of the ten thou- 
sand : and to this day the ruins of these cities astonish 
the traveller, often concealed under the sliade of lu.xu- 
riant and perennial foliage. When the English fleet 
in 1801 was stationed on the coast of Asia Minoi’, 
some sailors accidentally set fire to a thick wood, which 
spread to a gi’eat extent along the sea coast ; and when 
the trees were consumed, the wiiole coast appeared 
studded at inteiwals with the ruins of cities, temples, and 
palaces, which had been concealed for centuries beneath 
the forests of the east.* At the foot of Mount Ida :t on 
the shores of Palestine and in all the extensive val- 
leys which composed Asia Minor, the ruins of a vast 
population in former times arc so obvious, as to have 
attracted the attention of every traveller. The mo- 
dern villages are generally placed on the ruins of an 
ancient city : and the traveller before he enters one of 
the present burghs, passes for miles through the 

^ Personal knowledge. t Clarke, iii. 371, 

t Clarke^ ii. passim, and Mariti, ii. passim. 



mounds vi’’bich mark the extent of streets and dwell- 
ings in remote ages.* 

At present the population is both thinly scattered 
and miserably indigent.f The wretched inhabitants 
bear every mark of i)overty in their, persons, in their 
dwellings, and in their dress. A little flat cake of 
barley, a few oniqns and water, constitute their ordi- 
nary food. In the mountains of Lebanon they gather 
acorns: and to such a pitch of poverty ai‘e they redu- 
ced, that they esteem rancid fat and strong oil as 
delicious, which in other countries would be reckoned 
unwholesome food.j. Their whole industry is limited 
to the supply of their immediate wants : to procure a 
little bread, a few onions, a coarse blue shirt, and 
a bit of Woollen cloth, constitutes the utmost extent 
of their desires. A w'aggon or a cart is never to he 
seen ; f| and the w’hole art of cultivation is in tlie 
rudest state. The jdough is often no more than 
the branch of a tree, and the husbandman is destitute 
of almost all the implements which are employed in 
an improved system of ailture.*[l Throughout the 
whole Turkish dominions in Asia, the villages are 
meanly built, and exhibit, like their inhabitants, 
every mark of poverty and wretchedness : during the 
winter months the f)cople and the cattle absolutely live 
together for the sake of warmth, wdiich their houses 
are so incapable of affording.** A bridge is seldom 
to be seen, iinless it is the w'ork of the Romans, wdiich 
has resisted the decay of a thousand years : from the 
time you cross the Dardanelles till you arrive at Delhi, 

* Kinneir's Account of t’crsiii, Fraser’s Fersia, and liiickiiijrhaiii. 

t Volney, ii. 333. t Ibid. 413. Ibid. Ij Ibid. ii. 413. 

t Ibid. ii. 413. ** Ibid. ii. .3.33. 
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you will hardly ever meet with a road passable for 
wheel carriages.* 

This extreme poverty of the people is not owing 
either to the sterility of the earth, or the redundance of 
the population. “ The soil,”,says Chateaubriand, “ in 
the plains ef Judea, is extremely fertile ; but owing to 
the tyranny of the Turks, it yields, hardly any thhig 
but weeds. Here and there you see a village general- 
ly in ruius.”f There are few villages in Asia Minor, :t^ 
which is the more extraordinary, as the "soil and the 
climate are both eminently favourable ; and, as in 
ancient times, the country unqitestionably sujiported a 
numerous population, whose opulence is still apparent 
in the imperishable works which they hav'e erected. 
The soil is loose, and easily yields to the plough : and 
the quantity of ground which might be brought into 
cultivation for corn, or pasture for cattle, is very .great; 
but it is neglected from want of pei’sons to till it.§ 

Syria contains 2,500,000 people, and 5250 square 
leagues, or 476 to a square league, not a fifth part of 
that which now exists in tlui British islands. “ So fee- 
ble a population in a country so fertile,” says Volney, 
“ may well excite our astonishment, which will be still 
increased if we consider its population in ancient times, 
of which the innumerable ruins atid traces of cultiva- 
tion afford ample proof. And yet,'from the advantages 
of its climate, it is capable of supi>orting double or tri- 
ple the number which could be maintained in an equal 
extent of any European state.”|| 

The cause of this remarkable difference between the 
numbers of the people, and the capacities which the 
country affords for subsistence, is to be found in the 

* Liimarfnic, ii. 137, ISO. I' Oluiteanbriainl, i. 3fi7. Clarko, Hi 186. 

AValpolo’s MS. Clarke, iii. 197. || V'olney, H. 366-36S. 
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tyranny of the Turkish government. The dominions 
of the Sultan being too vast for a single administration, 
he is obliged to divide it into small governments 
ruled in the same manner as the united empire. 
These are the proviiaces under the Pachas. Their 
territories again are subdivided among a se^ries of sub- 
alterns, down to the very lowest employments. In 
this gradation of authority, the object in vieW being 
universally the same, the means employed ncA^or 
change their.nature. jlhsolute power is transmitted as 
ahsntutely to all the delegates. The sabre of the Sultan 
passes to the Vizier, from the Vizier to the Pacha, from 
the Pacha to the Motsallan, thence to the Aga, and 
even the lowest Delibasha, so that it is within the 
i*each of 4;he vilest retainer to office, and descends on 
the meanest heads.* 

As \he Pacha is absolute in his government, his first 
law, on entering upon it, is to devise ways to pi’ocure 
money as rapidly as i)ossible.f Uncertain of to-mor- 
row, the governors treat their provinces as mere tran- 
sient possessions, and take care to make no improve- 
ment for the benefit of their successors : on the con- 
trary, they exhaust the territory, and strive to reap if 
possible in one day thejruit of many years. If such 
irregularities are punished, the whole goes to the Sul- 
tan, not the ibjured people : and for this reason the 
government is far from disapproving of a system of 
robbery and plunder which it finds soprofitabJe.^ The 
taxes are levied by farmers, who subdivide their share 
to lesser delegates, and these again still lower, till at 
last the lowest farms come to be mere villages. The 
Pacha lets to the highest bidder, and so do all his subor- 
dinate functionaries, who seek to squeeze a profit out of 

Volney, ii. 375, f Ibid. ii. 37S-9. f Ibid, ii. .‘iSI. 
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their offices. Hence the avidity and extortion of all these 
tax-gatherers, who are sure of being supported by au- 
thority.* Though it is a law of the empire, that the miri 
or tax shall not be raised, the Pachas too often find indi- 
rect means of doing this. They exact the half, nay, 
sometimes ^two-thirds of the crop by means of their 
impositions, and monopolize the seed and cattle, so 
that the cultivators are foi’ced to purchase them back 
at their own price. If the season fails they exact 
the same, and in default of corn, seize, his effects, 
though his jierson is fyee.f Tlie sabre iinposes silence 
on the iieasants after all these exactions. In conse- 
quence of this accumulation of miseries, the jioorer in- 
habitants are ruined : and, being unable to j)ay the tax, 
become a burden on the village, or fly to tke cities i 
hui the tax remains unaltcrahle ; and fidls on the re- 
maining iidiabitaiiLs, whose burden, though ivt first 
light, at l{ist becomes iusuj)portable.t From these 
causes the people, who are denied tlie enjoyment of the 
fi’uit of their labour, restrain their industiy to the 
supply of their necessary wants : the Imsbandmaii 
only sows to preserve himself from starving ; the ar- 
tisan labours only to bring’ up his family, and if he 
lias any surplus, carefully conceals it. Thus the ar- 
bitrary sway of the Sultan, through his delegates, is 
cv'erywhere tatal to agriculture, tlie arts, and popula- 
tion. § 

There is no country in the world in which justice 
is raoro venal than in the Asiatic dominions of Tiu’- 
key. The Grand Cadi names the judges to the capi- 
tal cities, who appoint all the inferior Cadis. Like all 
employments under govex’inncnt, they arc sold to the 
highest bidder ; and the jmi’chaser seeks to reimburse 

* Volncy, iV. in. 7S-9. t Ibid. ii. 409. t Ibid. 5 Ibid. 379. 
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himself for his outlay by the extortions of office. Yet 
these judges decide all questions of property among 
their fellow-citizens, and from their decisions there is 
no appeal.* Corruption is habitual and general ; the 
infei’ior judges, having no dread of i-evision, indulge a 
thousand opportunities of injustice : an ^Tjual distri- 
bution of justice is nowhere to be found in the Turkish 
empire.t 

I’be merchants of this country are also grievously 
oppressed. . What can we do, say the Syrian monks ? 
If we become merchants, after having worked for 
thirty years, the Aga comes, the Pacha, or the Ca<ii, we 
are brought to trial without tiio shadow of a crime, 
witnesses are suborned, we are basiitiadocd, plundered, 
and turned naked into the world. If we become cul- 
tivators, our condition would he still worse ; for the 
Aga oppresses them, tlie soldier pillages them, the 
Arab robs them.:|; 

To such a length is the oppression of the Turkisli 
authorities carried, that all tlie soldiers who convey 
orders are in fact licensed robbers. Their ordinary sa- 
lutation on entering a village are, “ di)gs,rahhle, hread, 
cojf'ee, tobacco Such are tlie effects of tlse insecurity of 
property arising from private robbers, that in the dis- 
tricts exposed to the Arabs the countryman dur.st ttof 
mw witUoiit his mufihet in his hand ’,\\ and this calamity 
falls most heavily on those couiiti ies iv hicli arc be- 
stowed as an apanage, and those M hich border on the 
desert. There the sub-delegates have imposed taxes 
on every article, and to SHcb a lengtli has the oppres- 

* Volnoy, ii. 089 , t .Ibitl. 391. Chateavibrianfl, ii. p. 17.i. 

I Volnpy, ii. . 37 , 5 . § Ibid. -I09. (| Ibid. 41.3. 

t CliateaMbiiaiid, ii, p. 174. Volrioy, ii. 1 li?. 
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sion been carried within the last half century, that the 
most extraordinary symptoms of decline and depopu- 
lation have appeared.* 

As might he expected in a country subject to such 
oppression, usury is universal and destructive in Syria 
and Asia jVljnor. When the peasants are in want of 
money to buy grain and cattle, they must mortgage the 
whole or part of their future croj), generally at an 
undervalue. The most moderate interest is 12 per 
cent. ; that most usually exacted is from 30 to 30.f 

Ju the interior of the country are neither roads, 
canals, nor even bridges over most of the torrent's. 
The peasants increase the ruin which nature brings 
about to keep out the Turkish cavalry. A cart or a 
waggon is never to be seen, in consequence of*the uni- 
versal dread of their being seized by the minions of 
government, and the proprietors suffering so ho4ivy a 
loss at one stroke. | The ground is rarely tilled by 
oxen ; they would hespeak too mtich riches; and hence 
the difficulty of procuring beef in Syria. 

Universally the greatest ignorance prevails, even 
among the higher orders, [j Limited by the tyranny 
to which tliey are subjected to the animal wants of 
our nature, each family manufactures its own clothes, 
has a portable mill to grind coni, ‘and this is all that 
they require. Being ignorant of artificial wants, they 
have no desire for greater enjoyments: and ask a 
stranger who speaks to them on their poverty, ivhat 
good would more do ? This extreme ignorance, not 
only in useful information, "but iia the nio.st ordinary 

* Chateaubriand, iL p. 173. Volney, ii. 412. 

t Volney, ii. 412. J Ibid. ii. 4.18-1 19. § Ibid. ii. 413. 

II Mariti's Trav. ii, passim- Volney, ii. 45-7. 
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arts, is, in the first instance, doubtless, owing to the 
want of printing ; but the ultimate cause is to be found 
in the government, which not only does not encourage 
the propagation of knowledge, but does its utmost to 
stifle it in the bud.* 

The condition of the i)eople is more f,*on)fortable 
over all Asia Minor in the towns than in the coun- 
try ; t and the same may be observed throughout all 
Syria. The Greeks flock to the great cities, tile 
more easily 'to avoid the means of oppression practis- 
ed by the Turkish governors, as tliey acquire strength 
from their numbers, and their wealth is less conspi- 
cuous in the midst of a crowd. 0 Hence artisans and ma- 
nufacturers are not so oppressed as the cultivators: and 
thisistht>true reason of the superior wealth, poi)ulation, 
and comfort of tke cities above the country, which is 
obser’uible through every part of tlie Turkish empire.j| 
The real cause of the indolence with which the 
orientals in general, and the Syi’ians in particular, 
have so often been reproached, is to be found not in 
the w’armth of the climate, but in the nature of the 
government. To awaken activity there must be ob- 
jects in view : to maintain it the hope of arriving at 
enjoyments. But both these incitements are awant- 
ing to the inhabitafuts of these regions. Wliat hope 
of enjoyment have they equivalent to the trouble they 
must take ? What can be expected but indolence in a 
country where the merchant lives in a perpetual dread 
of extortion, and the peasan^ wears ragged clothes, and 
puts on a melancholy fact! for fear of j)lunder.^[ 

• Vtjluey, ii. f Walpole MS. Ciarke’.s Travels, iii, 18(»- 

J Volney, ii. 41 o. § Clarke, iu. 18(5. 

1| Olivier, i. 201 . Clarke, iii. 100. Yoliiey, ii. 415. 
t V^ilney, ii. 474-470. 
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By the laws of the Turkish empire, when a father 
dies the estate results back to the SuUau, and must 
be redeemed at a high rate. From this cause, and the 
innumerable extortions to which it is exposed, arises 
any indiffei'ence to landed property, which is fatal to 
agriculture. Everywhere the prefei*ence is given to 
property in money, as it is more easily hi<l from the 
rapine of a de.spot.* The lawyers are almost the only 
landholders : nor do we anywhere observe in the 
Turkish dominions that mnltiiude q/’ l}itle> proprietors 
which constitute tiie strength of the tributary coun- 
tries, particularly tlie ]>ruzes and Maronites, tvJio are 
so strongly attached to their estates, that it is rare to 
hear of an alienation among them ; wlio are posses- 
sed of rights wliicli their rulers dai’e not vialate, and 
■who raise the stipulated tribute upon tliemselves 
without the intervention of the Turkish soldier^’, f 
• To complete the misfortunes of this unhappy coun- 
try, superstition and custom consj)ire to induce a po- 
pulation for whom there is no support. Stei ility licu’e, 
as in most otlier parts of the east, is considered as se- 
rious a reproach as it was in ancient times. 'I’he 
greatest blessing you can wish for a young girl is, that 
she may soon have a liusband and a numerous family. 
From this prejudice they hasten marriages to such a 
degree, that it is not rare to see girls of nine or ten 
inaiTied to boys of twelve or tliirtcen ; under circum- 
stances which afford little room for the comfortable 
maintenance of an enlarged population. ;j; 

From the preceding observations it is easy to per- 
ceive, that Syria and Asia Minor exhibit .the exam- 
ples of countries in which, fi’om the influence of pre- 

Volnt‘V, ii. 403. f Ibid. ii. 403 and 

4 


J Vbtlnoy, ii. 48(». 
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judice and tlie oppressions of Government, the princi- 
ple of increase is ludiinited in its operation : and where, 
at the same time, the obstacles to industry are so 
powerful, as , to prevent any considerable addition to 
the numbers of the peojilc. In these unhappy coun- 
tries, accordingly, the human race appears in the most 
fnelancholy of all situations : wliere the same tyranny 
which annihilates all attempts at laborious industry, 
withdraws, at the same time, all the limitations whidi 
Nature has. imposed upon the spring of population ; 
where the labouring classes arc necessarily few and 
yet miserable. Under a more equitable system of go- 
vernment, and beneath the influence of a purer reli- 
gion, these delightful regions might maintain ten 
times thoir present population, while every individual 
who composed it enjoyed, to a far greater extent than 
they rvow do, the necessaries and luxuries of life. 

That there is nothing theoivtical in such an opinion 
is proved by the example of tlie tributary states of tlie 
Maronite-s and the Drnxex ; which, being exempt 
from the baneful influence of Turkish tyranny, pre- 
sent a spectacle of public happiness almost uidcnown 
in the other regions of the east. In them the people 
live dispersed in villages, hamlets, and even detached 
houses, which is never the case in the plains of Sy- 
ria a sure mark of a fearless contidence in indivi- 
dual security which arises from tlie enjoyments of a 
free Government. They all live frugally, without 
many wants, and ignorant of the inventions of luxury. 
As a nation they are poor like other mountaineers : 
Imt no man wants necessaries : the few beggars who 
are to be seen come from the sea coast. The nobles 


• Voinov, ii. '^18. 
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live like the peasants, with a slight difference of food 
and clothing ; and, though much respected, they en- 
joy no exclusive privileges.* Tlie land is held in free- 
hold, free of all burdens whatsoever, except the an- 
nual miri or I'ent-f The whole nation consists of cul- 
tivators : pvery man improves the little domain which 
he possesses) or farms it with his own hands.;]: Prdt 
perty is held sacred as in Europe the Turkish tri- 
bute, being levied by the people themselves, the ga- 
thering is tnade without expense, and free of all those 
galling circumstances which attend the collection by 
the Turkish soldiers. The people, as they themselves 
say, “ fear not lest the Aga or the Paclia should send 
soldiers to pillage their houses, carry off their families, 
and give them the bastinado.” Security and freedom 
reign among these mountains : a delightful spectacle, on 
which the eye reposes as on a green spot, amidst the 
rapine and desolation with which it is surrounded. || 
The form of the government amongst these tribes 
is a mixture of aristocracy and democracy. Every 
man who is major, and has the reputation of being of 
approved courage and sound understanding, is entitled 
to give liis vote in tlieir national assemblies ; but if 
the governor is a man of ability, he is in effect abso- 
lute : an evil which arises from the want of fixed 
Jaws ; the radical source of disorder among the Asi- 
atic states. Still, however, the general assemblies of 
the people may be made on certain occasions, and this 
preserves the independent spirit by which they are 
distinguished.*j[ " 

* Voliiey, ii. 18. f ii. 79. 

t Mariti, ii. p. S*. Volney, ii. 18. § Ibid. 

II Volney, ii. 74. f Ibid. ii. 07. 



IN THE EAST. 


351 


The population among the Maronites is about 
110,000, which is spread over a country of 150 square 
leagues ; or 760 to the square league.* The Druzes 
amount to 150,000, and dwell in a country which ex- 
tends to 110 square leagues ; which yields 1090 per- 
sons to the square league, considerably more than 
double of all Syria, though their district is the most 
rugged and inhospitable of all Asia Minor. When the 
rocky and mountainous nature of the soil is considered, 
this population is great indeed ; nor can it be imputed 
to any other cause Zoi/ the secitrif ij which the people en- 
joy in their pcrmm and their properties. \ This has 
been tlie original cause of the great density of inhabi- 
tants in these rocky regions ; and it has doubtless 
been incueased since by the frugal habits of the people, 
and the emigration from the Turki.sh pi-ovinces.;J: 

Exempt from the tyranny of the Turkish govern- 
ment, tlie Maronites and Druzes have acquired an 
active, energetic spirit.^ Much native knowledge 
and information prevails among them ; nor is there 
that humiliating difference between the rich and the 
poor which extinguishes all hope in the latter. 7’he 
Emir himself is a plain country gentleman. || Almost 
all the people are cultivators, either as farmers or pro- 
prietors : every man lives on his little inheritance, 
improving his mulberry trees and vineyard. It ap- 
pears from their records, that at first the country was, 
as in Europe, in the hands of a few great pi'oiirictors ; 
but, with a view to render them more productive, the 
great landholders have bcN;n gradually induced to sell 
part of them, and let leases, which suhdivision, hy 
multiplying the numbers of persons interested in the 

Volney, ii, 19. f Ibid. 71*. J Ibid. § Ibid. 74. 

'i Ibid. ii. 83. 
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public iveal^ has been the great cause of the prosperity 
of the state*^ Some traces, however, of the former 
inequality still subsist, and wherever it is to be found 
it produces the most injurious effects.f 

As if to demonstrate that it is in consequence of the 
errors of iqan, and not of the laws ofNature, that the 
misery in Asia Minor and Syria has arisen, unbounded 
suflering is to be seen in therich plains where the exist- 
ing population is not a tenth part of what the country 
could maintain ; while tlie traces of ha})piiiess are to be 
found onlyin those districts where tlie numbers of man- 
kind have nearly approaclied the utmost verge of human 
subsistence, but where, amidst the bare mountains of 
Lebanon, the spirit of freedom has been reared, and the 
blessings of independence secured. While the Syrian 
languishes in tlie midvSt of the utmost profusion of 
natural plenty, the Maronite, thoiigli surrounded by a 
far denser poi)u]at ion, enjoys his rocky soil, and draws 
from his little domain the means of supporting a fru- 
gal and industrious life. Hie example of these two 
states, is well wortli}^ the consideration of those who 
conceivx^ that tlie greater part of the misery which 
hiunanity exhibits, is to be imputed to the necessary 
and unavoidable pressure of poimlation upon the means 
of subsistence ; and who have not attended to the in- 
fluence of government, in preventing the adaptation 
of the increase of the human species to tlie varying 
circumstances in which society is placed. 

Under the mild and consuetudinary despotism of 
the Chinese empire, the division of land among the 
poorer classes tends only t% the production of a 
numerous and indigent population. Among the 
Druzes and the Maronites, on the other hand, we 


\'olney, ii. ();{. 


t n»i<i. 
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by SBCau’ity df pi’<^ertf a freedom, engen- 

dering an actii^e, industtious^ and comfortable people. 
Beneath the despotism of the Chinese empire, it is 
considered only as affording the means of subsistence, 
because the existing institutions prevent ^ny other, 
desires from being developed,: under the free govern- 
ment of the Druzes, it awakens the active spirit and 
the long foresight, which are fitted for the regulation* 
of the principles of increase, because that governmmit 
gives room for the growth of such dispositions. The 
distribution of land is the greatest of all blessings, hr 
the greatest of all curses, according to the political si- 
tuation of the people in whom it is prevalent : but it is 
ever to be Recollected, that it is this difference of poli- 
tical situation which changes its effects: and that it 
lies upon the people themselves, to render it the means 
of conferring happiness or misery upon mankind. 

IV. — India. 

From the earliest period.s the great peninsula of 
India has been celebrated for the variety and riches 
of its productions, the wealth of its cities, and the 
greatness of its population. For a series of ages the 
manners of the country have undergone no material 
change. The descriptions of Bernier are precisely 
applicable to the present day : and as far as the re- 
searches of modern times have gone, they have met 
everywhere the same fabric of civil society, and the 
same tenor of religious institutions. “ From age to 
age,” says Maurice, “ f^m father to son, through a 
hundred generatious, the same uniformity of man- 
ners and east of character prevail : inexterrainable by 
VOL. I. z 
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the sword, unalterable by the example of their con- 
querors.”* 

Through all this long period the condition of the 
people appears to have remained the same. They 
have in every age been the subject on which the vices 
and the rapacity of the higher orders have been exer- 
cised : whom the institution of casts has depressed, 
whom the priests have deceived, whom the rajahs 
have plundered. At the present time, the habits and 
condition of the people over the whole ^extent of the 
peninsula rnai'k but too strongly the lengthened and 
immemorial oppressions to which they have been sub- 
jected. The mass of the population are everywhere 
in a state of the most extreme poverty ; infinitely 
worse fed, clothed, and lodged than the peasantry in 
any nation of Europe.f The great body of the peo- 
ple, indeed, may be regarded as altogether without 
property in every part of the country. ^ Whatever 
may be the produce of their labour, the condition of 
the peasant is nearly the same : he is universally 
poor : for the continual exactions of his superiors leave 
him nothing but the necessaries of life. The house, 
the clothing, and implements of every kind belonging 
to a Hindoo labourer, would probably not sell forL.l 
Sterling,^' — often they are not worth a rupee. j| Their 
dwellings consist of wretched hovels, made of mate- 
rials not fit for fuel : their clothing of a few rags 
hardly sufficient to protect them even in that sunny 
climate. The use of animal food is almost universal- 
ly unknown, as, in truth,, it is not only forbidden by 

♦ Maurice’s India, 5. 

f Tennant’s India, ii. 342. Buchanan’s Account of India, p. 41, 
passim. Tone’s Account of the Mahrattas. 

t Tone, p. 7^ Tennant, i. 86. § Tennant, i, 86. 

11 Ibid, ii. 184. Heber’s Travels in India^ iii. 277. 
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their religion, but beyond the reach of the poor. Fer- 
mented liquors are never drank : they eat millet, 
pulse, or bad rice, instead of the wholesome grain 
which constitutes the food of the European cultiva- 
tor.* Wheat is raised only for the higher orders ; and 
such is the poverty of the peojile, that they fan hardly 
purchase a savouring of salt for their humble repasts.f 

The climate has no doubt some influence on the 
wants and habits of the lower orders. The stylft 
of life to wlijch the Hindoos are accustomed is not at- 
tended by the suflering which it would denote in Eu- 
rope. Clothing is hardly necessary for eight months 
in the year ; drink is unknown beyond the simple 
draught of water ; and the simplicity of their food 
enables ttiern to subsist on vegetables and a little 
grain. An Hindoo feels himself comfortable bn the 
same fai’e on which an Englishman would starve.:]: 

The average wages of labourers are from L. 2, 7s. 
to L.2, 10s. a year: and the earnings of a whole fa- 
mily may amount to 7s. 6d., or three rupees a month ; 
a sum barely sufficient to provide them with the ne- 
cessaries of life.^ The average price of rice is Is. the 
eighty-two i>ourids, or a penny the seven pounds. 
Wages being three halfpence a day, the value in rice 
of what a labourer jaarns is ten pounds and a half. 
Now a labouring man consumes five pounds a day 
himself : it may be conceived, therefore, the indigence 
which must exist when ten or eleven pounds is divided 
among a whole family. Yet rice is by far the cheapest 
food known in this country, or perhaps which can be 
raised in any part of the world. ^ 

* Tennant, ii. 342, Heber, iii- 277- 

t Huclianan’s Account of the Mysore. Tennant ii. 184. 

i Tennant, i. 86. Heber, iii. 277. 

§ Remarks on India, 65. Account of the Agric. of Bengal, passim 

? Remarks on the Agriculture of Bengal, p,237. 
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It may readily be imagined, that, in a country 
in which the great body of the people are in a 
state of such poverty, the use of manufactures is ex- 
treraely limited, and in fact confined to the higher 
orders. The labouring classes, having no vent for 
their produce, have no motive to exertion ; for it is on 
the number of the mamifacturers and artisans that 
the encouragement of the cultivator must in every 
country depend. As it is, so little market is afforded 
for their produce, tliat the condition of the farmers is 
frequently worse than that of those who work for 
them. In the British provinces, security from rapine 
is beginning to produce its usual concomitant, artificial 
wants, and the increasing taste for luxuries has in 
many places become very conspicuous, and cultivation 
in many places is prodigiously on the increase. * 
Though the wages of labour, however, are so low, they 
are in ordinary years adequate to supply the workman 
and his family witli food : and to this cause in some 
measure may the extraordinary tendency to increase be 
ascribed ; since the poor obtain the means of subsist- 
ence, and nothing more.']' 

The agriculture of Hindostan is for the most part 
wretched in the extreme. The rudeness of their im- 
plements, the slovenliness of their practice, and the to- 
tal ignorance of the most simple principles of the 
science, are equally remarkable. ' Manure is almost 
unknown in most districts : the system of rotation, or 
the use of green crops, is nowhere to be seen : en- 
closures and artificial grasses have not been adopted, 
and several kinds of grain are frequently sown in one 
field, to the ruin of all. The average size of farms in 
Bengal, as appears from the official returns laid before 

* Heber’s India, iii. 274, 284, 351. 

t Remarks on the Ai^ricultore of Bengal, 247, 253. 
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government, is six acres to each.* Nowhere is any- 
thing like wealth in the farmers, or extensive under- 
takings or active improvement to be seen. The cul- 
tivators are on the same footing as the metayers of 
France : they receive their grain from the landlord, 
who generally makes a profit on it, and furnish the 
labour themselves. Their labourers are paid partly in 
money, partly in land, which for the most part consists 
of a proportion of waste as well as arable : but from the* 
extreme indigence of all classes, they are unable to 
draw more from this land than a bare subsistence.t 
The natives are commonly unambitious, and ex- 
tremely averse to severe labour. Satisfied with the 
produce of his field, the Ryot wi^l neither apply to 
any other employment, nor take in more land. If he 
obtains the necessaries of life himself, and wherewith- 
al to pay his rent, he is couteiit.t The labourer ac- 
quires the same habits : though the wages are low, a 
subsistence may be obtained without continued labour ; 
the people seldom work more than five hours a day, 
and half the year is holidays ; and both the artisans 
and the peasants, though often idle, contrive to obtain 
sufficient to support their physical existence. § 

So great is the indigence among the artisans, that 
the employer is obliged in every case to advance a 
certain proportion of the price of the manufacture, in 
order to enable the manufacturer to live while he is 
engaged in completing it. Unable to wait the market, 
or anticipate its demand, he can only follow his trade 
when called to it by the demands of his customers ; 
when these fail, he is obliged to take to some other 
mode of subsistence, and agriculture is the general re- 

* Remarks on the Agriculture of Bengal. Tennant, ii. 194, 203, &c. 
t Tennant, i, 86. 1 Ibid. i. 342. 

§ Remarks on the Agriculture of Bengal, 72- Heber, iii. 376. 
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source by which the unemployed manufacturers gain 
a precarious livelihood. * 

Over the greater part of India, the produce is at 
least three times what it is on a similar extent in En- 
gland, even under the present wretched system of 
managem,ent; for the warmth of the climate yields 
always two, often three crops, and the produce of one 
harvest is greater in the former country than in the 
'latter. One acre will yield from 13 to 14 quarters 
of wheat in India annually ; whereas in England, 3 
quarters is the average of the whole country, and 4 
is considereil as a large allowance, t 

When this extreme fertility of the soil is considered, 
the population of^indostan is small; and it is im- 
possible to travel through the country without being 
sensible of the truth of this observation. In some of 
the richer parts of Bengal, indeed, the cultivation is 
uninterrupted, but in general it surrounds for a short 
space the villages, while the plain at a little distance 
is left in a state of nature. It has been computed 
by some at 134,000,000, by others at 201,000,000 : 
but when its rich soil and triple crops are considered, 
it is certainly capable of maintaining more than three 
times even the largest of these numbers. Though the 
population, therefore, is everywliere redundant, it is 
greatly W'ithin the capabilities of subsistence which the 
soil and the country afford. | In the upper provinces 
innumerable ruins attest the vast extent of the popu- 
lation, now destroyed by foreign invasions, which ex- 
isted in former times. 

Nor is this small population, as compared with the 
means of subsistence, the result of any restraint which 

* Tennant, ii. 18. 

+ Remarks on Agric. of Bengal ; Tennant, ii. 184, &c. ante, I. 63. 

( Martin's British Colonies, i. 1 and 31, and Heber, j. 417 and 235 
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the habits of the people impose upon the principle 
of increase. On the contrary, there is no country in 
the world in which this principle operates with greater 
force, or where marriages are contracted earlier, -or 
more universally.* Everywhere, the young women 
are married before their sixteenth, and young men 
before their eighteenth year. Parents are even en- 
joined to marry their children before their eleventh 
year ; and, from the influence, of superstition, this in- 
junction is .obeyed wherever the means of carrying it 
into effect can be obtained. f 

The deficiency in the wealth of the country is as 
remarkable as the scanty population. The territories 
of the company have greatly improved since they 
were protected by the English powers from the ra- 
vages of their native sovereigns, and the endless extor- 
tions of the Mahratta governments ; yet the revenue 
which they derive from them, extending over a coun- 
try which contains in the territories of the East India 
Company alone, 102,000,000 inhabitants, and con- 
sisting of eight-tenths of the rent of the land, amounts 
only to L. 19,000,000 Sterling. Under the worst sort 
of management in England, they would yield five 
times that sum.J; 

The peculiaritieg in the condition and habits of the 
Indian people ; the small amount of the revenue and 
of the land under tillage ; the redundance of the popu- 
lation when comiiared with the demand for labour, 
and its scantiness when compared with the capabilities 
of the soil ; all arise fropi the government, the relU 
gion, and existing institutions. 

* Buchanan’s Account of Mysore, \). 37 and 120, and Ileber,ui. 35V. 

f Sketches of the Hindoos, 213. 

t T ennant, ii.184'. Martin, i. p. 1 and 50, 51, and Heber, iil 276, 277* 
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I. cwU gwemment India has, from the ear- 

liest times to which history or tradition reaches, been a 
despotism of the most oppressive description. To those 
who are habituated to the regularity, the security, 
and the moderation which pervades even the most arbi- 
trary governments of Europe, the details of the exac- 
tions, of the cruelty, and the ravages of the Indian 
sovereigns, appear almost inconceivable. The Hin- 
dpo jurisprudence establishes a slavery mo^ffi complex 
than any yet recorded in history. The prerogatives 
of the magistrate and of the rajah, fortified on every 
side, leave no room for individual or national freedom. 
Pure despotism, under the veil of theocracy, has, from 
the earliest ages, been the only government of Hin- 
dostan.* The Hindoo laws recognize no less than 
Jifteen legitimate modes of acquiring slaves.f But 
these servants are in general well treated : the gentle- 
ness of the Hindoo character has softened the rigour of 
their laws. A stranger can seldom distinguish be- 
tween the condition of the slave from any other mem- 
ber of the family. The cultivators are, in a certain 
sense, astricii gleha;, but the slavery is altogether 
unlike the odious servitude of the West India islands, 
it more nearly resembles the kindly relation wliich 
subsisted in Europe between the, lord of the manor 
and the villains who cultivated his domains. | 

It is not from the weight of domestic servitude, it 
is from the rigour of military government, and the ra- 
paciousness of a licentious army, that the misery of the 
people has arisen. The Mogul government, at no pe- 
riod, offered full security to a tributary prince ; still 

* Martin, i. 135, t Hindoo Lawn's, c. vii. §. i- 

t Tennant, i, 135. 
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less to his vassals : but to the peasants it afforded 
hardly any protection at all.* It was a continued tis- 
sue of treachery, violence, insurrection, and military 
punishment. The rents to Government, which con- 
sisted of at least eight-tenths of all that was drawn 
hy the landholders themselves, rendered the sovereigns 
in fact the proprietors of the country. The land- 
holders, a^ we would call them, were in fact nothing 
more thaq^the factors whom they appointed to receive 
their rents and who were permitted to retain a tenth 
of what they drew as a remuneration to themselves.f 
These rents were levied, and under the native govern- 
ments still are levied, twice a year, by a merciless ban- 
ditti, under the name of an army, who pillage, burn, 
and dest]joy almost as much as they extort for their 
employers.^ These licentious tyrants chase the un- 
fortunate peasants, on many occasions, into the woods, 
and live at free quarters on their property. Any at- 
tempt at resistance calls forth instant and sanguinary 
vengeance. Under such a system, which is uniformly 
and invariably practised wherever the native powers 
still hold their sway, it is not surprising that agricul- 
ture decays, — although hardly any culture is requisite 
to second the I’iches of Nature, — and that commerce 
and the arts are banished from the realm. ^ 

The Mahrattas exhibit an example of the system 
which was everywhere followed in India prior to the 
establishment of the British power. Imagination can 
hardly conceive the oppressions which are there sys- 
tematically practised on th^ peasantry. Every situa- 

* Tennant, i. 302. Heber, iii. 36. 

t Buchanan’s Account of the Mysore, p. 172. Tennant, i. 360 and 
ii. 184. 

$ Ibid. i. 360, 5 Ibid. i. 360, and Buchanan, p. 176. Heber, iii. 277, 
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tion of poM'cr is sold. The governors who purchase 
them, endeavour, as in the Turkish empire, to extort 
from the people subject to their authority as much as 
possible, during the period when they hold their office: 
and plunder the very persons whom it is their duty to 
protect. * To such a length is this grievous oppres- 
sion carried, that few persons under the Mahratta dy- 
nasties have the possibility of acquiring dny riches, 
except the jjowerful Bramins. Their avarice is insatia- 
ble, and yet they are seldom allowed to enjoy it, for 
the prince seizes the first opportunity to make them 
yield up all that they have acquired into his treasury .t 
It may, in short, safely be affirmed, that there is no 
government in the world less calculated to give secu- 
rity to the people than the Mahrattas ; and it is to 
this cause that the accumulated misery, and repeated 
famines of the country are to be ascribed 4 The an- 
guish of suffering, joined to the restless spirit of the 
nobles,leads to continual revolutions ; but this, in place 
of reforming abuses, only opens another source of mi- 
sery greater than the former, for by the endless wars to 
which they give rise, the security of property is to- 
tally annihilated. The Ryot who cultivates the 
ground this year, is by no means sure of possessing it 
the next : and if he should be so fqrtunate, it will pro- 
bably be with a large detachment of soldiers in his 
neighbourhood, to whom the property of friends and 
enemies falls an undistinguished prey.§ 

From these causes hardly one acre injlfty is culti- 
vated, over the greater pa^jt of the Mahratta states, 
yet such is the fertility of the soil, that even this limit- 
ed portion is sufficient to support a considerable popu- 

* Tone’s Account of the Mahrattas, p. 76. f Ibid. p. 84. 

t Ibid. § Ibid. 
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lation. No man raises more than is adequate to his 
own support. The natural consequence is, that the first 
bad season produces a scarcity, and frequently whole 
districts, and three-fourths of the inhabitan ts of great 
cities, are carried off by this cause. Famine, indeed, 
is the great bane of this country ; but the soil is 
amazingly fertile, and the population in most places 
exceedingly small, it is easy to perceive, that it is the 
tyranny of government which is the ultimate cause'of 
this calamity.* 

Throughout the whole interior of India, in the 
Mahratta as well as in the adjoining states, all com- 
merce is monopolized by the Hrhijarries, who collect 
the rude produce of the soil from the natives ; but 
this coriamerce receives' no encouragement from go- 
vernment, w'hich pays no attention to the formation of 
roads, or the protection of which in that country it so 
peculiarly stands in need.t In fact, it would not exist 
to anything like its present extent, were it not for the 
necessity of converting everything into specie, in or- 
der that it may be the more easily concealed from go- 
vernment. They derive little more from their ma- 
nual laboui’, than the hahitation in which they dwell, 
and the food which is necessary to sustain them ; their 
swperflmty being always taken atvay.X 

In the interior of India, in the south of the penin- 
sula, the government resembles the feudal system, and 
has undergone no change since its commencement. 
The country in the valleys is rich and fertile, but the 
villages are poor and scanty. In many places the 
Rajahs have quitted the immemox-ial abode of their 

* Tone, passim. + Tour in India, Asiat. Rogist. Vol. i. 106, 

t Ibid. 
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ancestors for the sake of security from the devastating 
inroads of the Mahrattas, and to remove into the 
higher parts of the Cochair, where they may more 
easily conceal themselves and their families.* 

The great impediment, as is obvious from the preced- 
ing observations, to the improvement of India, has al- 
ways been ihewant of a 'permanent interest in their pos- 
sessions to the cultivators. The revenue of tlie state is, 
as*in almost all the eastern countries, in fact, the rent 
of the land, and the landholder or zeinindap is nothing 
but a collector under government, who receives ten 
per cent, of what he draws for his own behoof.t This 
being the case there is no intermediate class interpos- 
ed between the sovereign and the cultivator : or at 
least no class capable of, or interested in, protecting 
the people. The whole weight of despotism, there* 
fore, falls at once, with terrible £ind unbroken force, 
on the cultivator, and destroys the springs of M’^ealth 
and population, by depriving him of all security for 
his possessions. The levying of rents is everywhere 
almost a scene of fraud and evasion on the one part, 
and of plunder and oppression on the other. Hence 
the management of the taxes, and the mode of collecting 
them, has a direct influence on the prosperity of agri- 
culture; the tenant is brought at once into collision 
wfth a despotic government and rapacious army ; he 
is perfectly defenceless, having seldom any valid 
lease, and no security for its observance if he had 
any ; and he is in consequence inevitably plundered 
of any wealth which he may.posess;:}: 

Small properties are common in India. They are 

* Tour in India, Asist. Regist. i. 150, 
t Tennant, iL and 184*. $ Ibid. 

3 



IN THE EAST. 


365 


split by the law of descent into small portions, and to 
these little possessions the proprietors are warmly at- 
tached. But their industry is not greater than that 
of the" Ryots who have leases of their lands. They 
are everywhere unambitious and indolent ; satisfied 
with the produce of their little domain, they will 
neither cultivate more land nor take to any other em- 
ployment.* If they let their lands to a tenant they are 
equally neglected, and the landlord, who is indigent<jn 
the extreme, does the utmost to extort money from his 
tenant.* There is no jJi’ovision made here, any more 
than among other classes, for years of scarcity or 
unforeseen misfortune : the supply of the existing 
wants is the sole object of thought : for long exj>eri- 
ence, and the oppressions of centuries have taught the 
poor never to attend to anything hut the indulgence of 
the present moment. A man who has only two days 
provision in the world is reckoned happy : he never 
thinks of to-morrow, satisfied if lie can obtain in the 
day as it passes, sufficient subsistence for himself and 
his family .f 

While such is the scene of confusion, pillage, and 
oppression which the native governments of India 
exhibit, and which have formed the habits, and accele- 
rated the tendency to increase of her population, the 
inhabitants of the British dominions are unquestioh- 
ably in many respects in a better situation ; yet even 
here, great oppression of the lower orders exists ; nor 
is it possible that this suffering can be removed till a 
radical change takes pl^pe in the state <f property 
throughout the country. The fundamental evil in 
Hindostan is the insecux’ity of the cultivator against 
exorbitant exactions ; and the perpetual settlement 

• Tennant, ii. 342, Heber, iii. 122. 


t Tennant, i. 135. 
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and the Madras system have been alike unable to 
provide a remedy against this prevailing evil. The 
only security against it has hitherto proved the vil- 
lage system of the upper provinces, which may truly 
be termed the Magna Charta of the east : but much 
oppression exists even there, and the alarming defal- 
cation in the territorial revenue of India of late years, 
proves that no adequate protection has yet been gene- 
rally afforded to the cultivators ; yet, notwithstanding 
all this, cultivation is in general greatly, on the in- 
crease in the British provinces : vast numbers of ruin- 
ed villages have been rebuilt ; and the influx of stran- 
gers on all the frontiers of their territories, to gain the 
benefit of their protection, is very great.* 

2. 'I'he second great cause of the redundaqt popu- 
lation of India is to be found in the influence of the 
established religion, and the habits which supersti- 
tion has formed. 

All classes in India, with the exception of a few 
among the Bramins, are involved in the deepest igno~ 
ranee. The obscurity in which the people are invol- 
ved is not the result of negligence : it is the effect of 
a deliberate and deep laid scheme, on which the priests 
everywhere act, to keep the great body of mankind in 
a state of mental darkness.f Their canonical books are 
regarded as a bequest too sacred to be committed to 
vulgar hands : to the greater part of the people, they 
are strictly forbidden, and doomed to remain in the 
most emphatic sense a dead letter. Few individuals 
are taught to read and writ?, ; and those who are can 
derive no useful information from their knowledge : 
for science has never been addressed, or adapted to the 
wants of mankind, and the extravagant price of ina- 

* lleber, i. 297, and iii. 274. -J- Tytler ou India, i. 147. 

+ Tennant,!. 119. 
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nuscripts confines the information which they contain 
to a limited number of the higher orders.* 

Akin to this principle of the priesthood to keep the 
people in darkness for tlie sake of their own power, 
is the doctrine of passive obedience, which they incul- 
cate as a duty of religion, and have succeeded in al- 
most engrafting on the human mind in these unhappy 
regions. 'The Hindoo has no conception of any dig- 
nity, or importance, or respectability being attached 
to his situa.tion. A consciousness of inferiority con- 
tinually haunts him ; and he obeys any superior au- 
thority with a promptitude which is so astonishing, as 
to appear ratlier the dictate of nature, than the I'esult 
of habit.f It is to this cause that the frequent and 
easy conquest of Hindostan is to be imputed ; and to 
its gradual influence is to be ascribed the humble, 
submissive character by which they are now distin- 
guished. In every Eiirojican state, the lower classes 
imitate the manners, dress, and style of living of their 
superiors, and the desire of rising in society, forms 
the most powerful restraint upon the principle of in- 
crease. In Hindostan this is never done : the attach- 
ment of a Hindoo to his station is equal to that to his 
religion itself.f The desire of rising in the world ; 
the di'ead of falling in society ; the pride of superior 
condition ; the consciousness of political power, which 
are intended to be so many restraints_on the principle 
of increase, are prevented from developing themselves, 
by the slavish submission which the priests have in- 
terwoven with the Hindoo character. 

The superstition of the country encourages the dis- 
position to early marriage. Sterility is esteemed a 

* Tennant, i. 119. 

t Tennant, i. 1 14. Sketches of Hindoos. Buchanan’s Acc. of Mysore. 

I Tennant, i, 92 * 
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«svere misfovtune, or rather a curse of the o^eaded 
Deity.* All ranks are extremely solicitous to faaTe 
childmi to perform the funeral service over them, fbr 
they conceive that this mitigates their punishment iu 
a future state.f Parents are enjoined by the precepts 
of religion to marry their children at their eleventh 
year; and if no children result from the first mar- 
riage, polygamy is allowed ; and such is the anxiety, 
for an offspring, that, if all these methods fail, it is 
usual to adopt a son4 

3. It is not proposed to enter into a discussion in 
this sketch, of the various customs which have been 
prevalent in the Indian nations ; but there is one so 
remarkable, and at the same time so important in its 
effects upon the principle of population, that it can- 
not be passed over in silence. The institution here 
alluded to is the institutions of ca.y/A'. By this re- 
markable system, the whole body of the people is di- 
vided into four orders. None of these can ever quit 
his own cast, or enter into any other. The station 
of every individual is unalterably fixed : the walk of 
life is marked out from which he must not deviate. 
This line of se 2 )aration is not only established by civil 
authority, but confirmed and sanctioned by religion : 
and each order or cast is said to h^ve proceeded ffom 
tlAJ Deity in such a manner, that to mingle or con- 
found them would be deemed an act of the most dar- 
ing impiety.^ 

Nor is it between the four different tribes alone 
that such insuperable barriers are fixed. The mem- 
bers of each cast adhere invariably to the prt^ession 
of their forefathers. From generation to generation, 

* Heber, iii. 3Sl. Sketches of Hindoos, 2 13. ■)• Ibid, 

t Ibid. Tennant, ii. 213. § Robertson's India. Appendix. 



the same faniilies have followed, and will always con- 
tiiiae to follow, the same uniform course of life. /The 
hialnan mind bends to the law of necessity, and is ac- 
eustomed: to accommodate itself, not only to the re- 
straints which the condition of its nature, or the 
institutions of its country impose, but to acquiesce in 
th^. From his entrajjce into life, an Indian knows 
the station’ allotted to him, and the functions to which 
be is destined by his birth.* ' 

This singular institution of casts, and their extra- 
ordinary continuance of families in the rank and pro- 
fession which has descended to them from their ances- 
tors, is of all institutions which human ingenuity 
could devise, the one best adapted to allow an un- 
limited SQope to the principle of increase : because it 
crushes the growth of the strongest restraints which 
Natur§ has imposed on its operation. When every indi- 
vidual’s rank in society, and his estimation in the world, 
are founded on his birth, without any regai’d to the 
consequences of his own imprudence ; when his line 
of life in the world is marked out to him from his ear- 
liest years, and bounded by a line which he can never 
hope to pass ; the strongest motives to a systematic 
view of life, and to the sacrifice of immediate enjoy- 
ment for the sake of future advancement, are done 
away. Man is left in the situation of the lower 
animals, without any check to the increase of his 
numbers, except those which the inability to procure 
subsistence imposes ; because the habit of moral re- 
straint is founded on the perception of an advantage 
to be derived from delaying the marriage union, and 

* Robi^rtson’s India. — Appendix. 
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there is hardly any benefit to be derived from ^ 
sach institntions are prevalent. 

When we T^ard the physical advantages of Iiidia, 
and the habits of its population : when we contemplate 
its vast plains, bearing every year double or triple 
crops of gijain, with little aid from'humaii labouri in- 
tersected by vast navigable rivers, and teeming with 
the warmth of a tropical sun : when we recollect that 
this country has been the abode of wealth, of industry, 
and of civilisation for thousands of years : and when 
we are informed that the habit of early marriages is 
universal, both from the ignorance of the people, the 
absence of artificial wants, and the influence of super- 
stition, we cannot avoid being astonished that its po- 
pulation is so scanty, when compared with the means 
of subsistence which the country affords." 

When we contemplate the moral and political evils 
to which the Indian population are subjected : when 
we behold them neglected by the sovereigns, debased 
by the priesthood, and plundered by the army : when 
we reflect on the insecure tenure by which the Ryot 
holds his property, the enormous abuses to which he 
is subjected, and the utter want of all capital to faci- 
litate bis undertakings : when we recollect that these 
pnfortunate people are kept in the deepest ignorance 
of every useful art by the priesthood, and that the ra- 
vages of intestine war, or the extortions of mercenary 
troops have long spread through every corner of the 
realm ; the subject of astonishment” comes to be^ how 
the population is so great as it actually is. 

Between these two extremes, the population of Hin- 
dostan has long fluctuated. Beneath the vigorous and 
enlightened sway of the great monarchs who have oc- 
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casionaliy swayed the sceptre of the ivhole peninsela, 
the political evils of the countey have been alleviated, 
and the riches of Nature have covered the earth with 
a Bumeroas^ and, comparatively speaking, happy popu- 
lation. Under the weak or distracted reigns of their 
successors^ the lesser princes have recovej;ed iheir in- 
dependence, and the accumulated evils of war, pesti- 
lence, and iamine, have thiimed the numbers whom 
former prosperity had produced. In both circum- 
stances the* principle of increase has acted with the 
same unrestrained force ; and extraneous causes only 
have determined whether the numbers of mankind 
were to increase or diminish under its operation. The 
population never has been limited by the^co/»& them- 
selves: never influenced by the activity, the frugality, 
the artificial wants, or the desire of rising in the 
world, which characterize the inhabitants of a free 
country. And from the inefficacy of the greatest pos- 
sible riehes’of Nature, even when occasionally aided by 
extraordinary wisdom and ability in individual sove- 
reigns, to adapt the rate of increase to the circumstan- 
ces of society, we may learn the salutary truth,— that 
the welfare of the people depends upon their own ex- 
ertions, — and that on the bulwarks of public liberty 
which they establish, and the vigilance with whi^h 
they are guarded, not only their present prosperity is 
founded, but the permanent developement of the laws 
destined for the regulation of population, and, conse- 
quently, the permanent welfare of the lower orders, 
must necessarily depend. • 

V. — China. 

The eitlpire oi ChivM afibrds an interesting spec- 
tacle to the political economist ; and its vast and in- 
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d)gent ]K)piilation has frequently been appealed to, 
in Support of the opinion, that a certain increasCj in 
the huinan species unavoidably terminates in re- 
dundant numbers and public misery. And truly, if 
the accounts given of the wisdom and probity of the 
Chinese government and its general system of admi- 
nistration had been correct, it would have been a me- 
lancholy prospect to have contemidated, in the de- 
graded situation of mankind in this country, the una- 
voidable result of social progress, under the. most 
favourable circumstances for public liappiness. A 
closer examination, hmvever, will here, as everywhere 
else, remove all the gloomy parts of the prospect, and 
by unfolding to our vieu^ in the Chinese empire, the 
same oppression among the higher, and dgnoi'ancc 
among the lower orders, which has in other countries 
deranged the provisions of Nature in regax’d to popu- 
lation, will teach us to rely irith unshaken confidence 
upon those laws, by which, under the rule of justice and 
freedom, she has provided for the welfare of the species 
in the varying situations in wliich society is placed. 

All travellers concur, though with some variation of" 
expression, in extolling the vast population of the Chi- 
nese empii’e.* The whole population is stated by Sir 
Ceorge Staunton at 330,000,000 a population which 
yields 300 to the square mile.t Mr Barrow is inclined 
to consider this number as exaggerated ; and he appeals 
in support of his opinion to various tracts of desert, 
or thinly peopled territory, through which he passed 
in traversing the country and Malte Brim has fixed 
the numbers at 175,000,000.^ It would rather appear 

* Stauntoii’is Embassy; Du Haldo’s Cliina ; Barrow’s Travels in 
China, 

t Staunton^ ii. 354s J Barrow, p. 94-- § Malte Brun, iv, 
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that the latter opinion is the correct one ; but still, 
after making every allowance, there can be no doubt 
that the country is extremely populous, and that, in 
many places, this population presses upon the limits 
of human subsistence. The labouring classes are 
over the whole country in a state of the ^greatest in- 
digence ; their furniture is wretched ; you will look 
in vain fbr the conveniences or implements which 
are common in an English cottage, among their mi- 
serable dwellings. * Notwithstanding the most eco- 
nomical arrangements, the labouring poor are almost 
everywliere reduced to vegetable food, with a very rare 
and scanty relish of any richer substance.f The usual 
rate of labour bears as small a proportion to the price 
of provisions as tlie common people will consent to 
suffer. Milk, butter, and cheese, are but little known; 
and i^ is very seldom that the peasantry eat animal 
food, though to each cottage is in general attached a 
few pigs and some poultry. | The dwellings and ap- 
pearance of the people indicate, not less than their 
food, that they arc for the most part reduced to great 
poverty. ^ In the great towns, and in situations 
where the population is more crowded, the indigence 
of the lower people cannot be exceeded ; and in no 
part of the world cioes it appear to have suggested so 
many different ways of earning a pi'ecarious subsist- 
ence. II 

Early marriages are universal in China, both among 
those in easy circumstances and among the poor.^f 
Among the latter it is regarded as a measure of pru- 

* Barrow, 194?. I Staunton, ii. 55. + Ibid. ij. 214^220* 

§ Barrow, 70, 71, &o. ll Du Malde, passim. 

1 Staunton, ii. 50 * Barrow. 
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dence,as the children are bound in indigence to maintain 
their parents ; and by all it is considered as a religious 
duty wherever there is the least prospect of subsistence 
for a family. This prospect, however, is often not 
realized ; and hence the number of children who are 
exposed, to avoid their suffering under a more linger- 
ing death. * To such a length is this barbarous cus- 
tom carried, that from two to three thousand are an- 
nually exposed in the streets of Pekin alone, besides 
those privately drowned or thrown into the rivers, t 
This practice of infanticide appears to have exist- 
ed from time immemorial in the empire;:]; but the 
dread of being reduced to this necessity has no ef- 
fect in checking the prevailing tendency to early mar- 
riages, which are sanctioned, not only by es'tablished 
custom, but by the maxims of their religion. Celi- 
bacy is rare, even among soldiers ; and the marriages 
of all ranks are not only earlier, but more prolific thau 
in other countries. § 

There seem to be hardly any limits to population in 
China, but those which the inability to procure sub- 
sistence may impose. || The boundaries of this sub- 
sistence are greatly more enlarged than in other coun- 
ti’ies. The whole surface of the empire is, with a few 
trifling exceptions, devoted to the* production of food 
for man alone. There is no meadow, and very little 
pasture, nor are fields cultivated uath beans, oats, tur- 
nips, or any sort of food for c^ttle.^ Little land 
is taken up for roads, water-carriage being almost 
universally adopted. There are no commons, or 
lands suffered to lie waste, by the neglect, or the 

' Staunton, U. 57. t Barrow, 167, 168. $ Ibid. 

Staunton, ii. 354, )j Ibid. f Ibid. 
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luxury of great proprietors. The soil, under a warm 
fertilising sun, yields annually double crops. The 
labour of man is little diverted from productive to 
unproductive employments. Even the soldiers are 
for the most part employed in agriculture. Subsist- 
ence is everywhere used in the most economical way ; 
and the vast quantity of vegetables raisedf in all parts 
of the empire contribute much to the maintenance of 
tlie population. * Entails, or perpetual destinations 
of land of any kind, are utterly unkimwii.t 

Irrigation is reduced to a system, and over the great- 
er part of the erajni'e adopted; and the number of canals 
supply in general abundance of water. | Successive 
crops are in this way procured from the soil without 
the intervention of any fallow, or any other manure 
than water. In the southern provinces, two crops of 
rice ajid one of sugar are annually i-aised.S 

In China no horses are kept for pleasure, and very 
few for work: jj the whole labour of the country of 
every description is conducted by human beings. The 
burdens are conveyed from canal to canal ; the land 
is cultivated ; the arts are supplied, all by manual in- 
dustry.*^ They have feiv machines, and what they 
have are of the most rude and simple kind.** In agri- 
culture, the spade and thehoe universally supersede the 
use of draught cattle. The country may be consider- 
ed as one great garden, almost entirely cultivated in 
the horticultural style of husbandry .tt Drill crops are 
generally used, in which the old and the children find 
employment ; and in this. respect, the situation of the 

* Staunton, ii. 3o4<. t Ibid. ii. 355. t Ibid. ii. 30+. 

5 Ibid. ii. S41. || Barrow, .574, 575. f Ibid, and Staunton. 

’* Barrow, 311. t+ Utid. 504. 
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country resembles Hesse, Darmstadt, or Flanders. * 
Farms are universally small ;t and the division "of 
manual labour is carried to its utmost length, without 
ever having led to any agricultural machinery for the 
diminution of the workmen employed. Each cottage 
has a small garden attached to it, J; ond these fre- 
quently belong in property to the peasantry who in--^ 
habit them.§ 

•A singular law exists in China, to which it is difficult 
to find a countefi)art in any European state, though it 
had a well-known parallel in the Jewish institutions, 
viz. that all lands which are not regularly cultivated 
are forfeited to the King, who grants them to new 
and more industrious tenants. || Notwithstanding 
this, however, there are large tracts of swampy and de- 
sert lands to be seen in the country, approaching near 
to the capital, and crossing the empire in every .direc- 
tion. Some of these vast morasses, many hundred 
miles in length, fell under the observation of Mr Bar- 
row ; and others of still greater extent are mentioned 
by the missionaries, as existing in the eastern parts 
of the empire. ^ From the great extent of these 
waste lands, it is obvious that, though the population 
of this country is under existing circumstances redun- 
dant ill the extreme, it is yet greatly within the capa- 
bilities which Nature has afforded to its territory. 

It is remarkable, that, though there are no poor 
laws in China, Jew beggars are to be found.W The 
jieople in the country, though utterly destitute of all 
conveniences, do not appear to be in general in want 
of the absolute necessaries of life but population is 

^ Staunton, il 223s t Barrow, 571 ; Staunton, ii. 819. 

t Staunton, ii. 220. § Ibid. ii. 219. || Ibid. ii. 282. 

t Barrow, c. 9, p. 1 71. ** Ibid- 580. tt Ibid, it Staunton, ii. 214- 
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generally too ci’owded to admit such a portion of 
ground to each family as would supply all its com- 
forts. * 

The attention of the Chinese government has al- 
ways been strongly directed to the supplies of the 
people tvith foot! ; but their measures, however wise 
or benevolent, have not been found equal in their effect 
to those watchful and enterprising men in Europe, who 
speculate in grain. Famine rages more frequently, 
and with greater violence in a Chinese province tliau 
in an European kingdom :f indeed, it recurs in ge- 
neral at the expiration of every thi*ee or four years. J 
The eflects of such dearths among a people already po- 
pulous to theutmost limitsof the existing means of sub- 
sistence* may be more easily conceived than described. 

From what has now been said, it is not difficult to 
perceive that causes exist in China sufficient to pro- 
duce a numerous population ; and that the state of 
society there is such as to require a much greater 
numbef of the people than would be requisite in any 
European state. But it is of more importance to 
show the causes which have contributed to the for- 
mation of redundant numbers ; for it is not enough 
to point out the circumstances which have produced 
a great, demand for labour, when a popfiiation yet 
greater than that demand requires, is continually pro- 
duced. 

The government of China is a pure despotism ; 
and the people have not the most distant idea of li- 
berty or independence. S ’Strict subordination, unqua- 
lified obedience to existing authority, are the great 


• Staunton, ii, 214. 
\ Barrow, ^84. 


t ll)kL ii. 313. 

§ Stiiiinton, ii. 109. 
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maxims of goveimment, and which they have succeeded 
in impressing upon the people.* The supreme power 
is lodged in the hands of the monarch, who rules 
by mercenary agents, appointed at his pleasure, 
and who owe their rank solely to the continuance of 
bis good will.t There is no gradation of rank in the 
empire \ the whole population is" composed of gover- 
nors and slaves. ^ No such thing is knowh as /tere~ 
ditary dignity ; the only distinction arises from the 
present possession of power.^ When a mandarin ob- 
tains a government, he endeavours, by every means in 
hispower,to extort money from those who are subject to 
his dominion ; and the maxim of the necessity of main- 
taining subordination generally preserves him from the 
punishment due to his crimes. || If a man, by, agricul- 
ture or trade, has acquired riches, he can enjoy them 
only in private ; he durst not, by having a finer Ij^ouse, 
or richer clothes, let his neighbour know that he is 
wealther than himself, lest he should betray him to the 
commanding officer of the district, who would find no 
difficulty in bringing him within the pale of the sump- 
tuary laws, and laying his property under confisca- 
tion.*^ Enormous and multiplied evils at length pro- 
duce tumults, springing from the despair of long-conti- 
nued suffefing ; and these attract attention, which lead 
to the dismissal of the magistrate. But, except in such 
extreme cases, oppression on the part of the manda- 
rins in general remains unredressed.** The case is 
very different, however, with any failure towards the 
sovereign ; they are treated with inexorable rigour 

* Staunton, ii. 1C9. t Barrow, 388. J Ibid. 389. 

§ Staunton, ii. 52, 53. y Ibid, ii- 169. f Barrow, 389. 

Staunton, ii, 169. 
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in the least failure towards government. They are 
aware of this; -they feel the chagrin arising from in- 
security ; and this is one great cause of the oppression 
in which they participate. * 

The rich are the class most exposed to the ra- 
pacity of these ministers of government ; the poor, 
from their insignificance, generally escape fhe tempest 
which falls on the heads of their superiors.! So uni- 
versal is this practice of plundering the wealthy, tiii>t 
it is a conunou remark among the Chinese, that for. 
tunes, either in consequence; of being parcelled out 
among heirs, or lost in speculations, or extravagance^ 
or extorted by oppressive mandarins, seldom continue 
considerable in individuals of the same family beyond 
the third generation.! 

J ustice is venal over the whole empire ; presents and 
offeririgs are universal from an inferior to a supeidor, 
and from all litigants to a judge.^ Money is the grand 
instrument of decision in the Chinese courts ; and the 
judgment is generally in favour of the heaviest purse. |j 
Under such a system it may be conceived what secu- 
rity the poorer classes have for the preservation of 
their properties. The humble and obscure individuals 
who compose the body of the nation, and have no 
means of giving vent to their complaints on the conduct 
of particular rulers, are generally left at their mercy'.^f 
The sumptuary laws, which regulate the houses as 
well as the dress of the opulent, are the source of in- 
credible oppression in China.** It is their maxim, the 
richer the houses of the great, the meaner the cabins 

* Staunton, ii. 169. t IWd. ii, 52, 53. $ Ibid- and Barrow 

5 Staunton, iL 316; Barrow, 370. || Ibid, 

f Staunton, ii. 307. " Ibid. ii. 220. 
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of tlie poor. * This maxim seems at first sight to fa- 
vour the working classes : but it prevents the free ex- 
penditui'e of wealth, and in practice the sumptuary 
laws are made the source of infinite vexation to all 
who have raised themselves into a higher situation 
than that in which they were originally horn.\ 

The great body of the people have neither any 
powers nor any interest in the preservation of govern- 
in^’nt. 7’hough degraded in the greatest degree, they 
would yet willingly revolt, if terror^ th^ grand in- 
strument of Chinese government, did not I'estrain 
them.! Without spirit, and without hope, they sub- 
mit to all the degradations and oppressions to which 
they ale subjected, until some extraneous event, or the 
pangs of hunger, rouse them into a transitory tumult. 

Notwithstanding a regular army, which is com- 
puted at two millions, and in spite of the police jvhich 
has been so much boasted of, this empire is a prey to 
the most violent outrages. There is in general scarce- 
ly any cultivation but in the neiglibourhood of vil- 
lages : no one will live on a detached farm for fear of 
being plundered by robbers, wlio i)rowl about the 
country in such formidable bands, as sometimes to 
threaten the most considerable cities. ^ A similar ap- 
peai'ance may be observed in Hiadostan, in Poland, 
F/ance, Spain, and other countries : and universally 
it is the mark of an inefficient government, and an 
oppressed people. It is curious to observe in the re- 
motest parts of the globe the same causes producing 
similar effects.' . 

To those who have been habituated to the treat- 

* Staimtoii, ii, 22^. t Barrow, 380, 390. 

I Staunton, ii. 1(>9. § Barrow, 574. 
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ment of the lower orders in England, or in most of 
the European monarchies, there is something inex- 
pressibly revolting in the usage of the same descrip- 
tion of men in the Chinese empire. Every manda-- 
rin is himself liable to corporal punishment, and he 
inflicts it without mercy on all his inferiors.* One of 
the barges in which Mr Barrow sailed having run 
aground, and the sailors having failed in getting it 
off, the superintending officer ordered his soldiersVo 
Jixtg the captain and the whole crew : and this was 
immediately put in practice.t V'an Braam assures us 
that, in the Dutch embassy, eight porters expired un- 
der the loads with which they wei'c so cruelly burden- 
ed. On another occasion several persons had taken 
posts on. an old vessel to see the embassy pass, and as 
it broke down they were all precipitated into the wa- 
ter. .Although numbers of boats Avere sailing about, 
none were seen to go to the assistance of those who 
were struggling in the water : nor could any entrea- 
ties on the part of tlie English gentlemen prevail on 
the Chinese to give them any assistance. I; Innume- 
rable other facts of a similar import might be men- 
tioned, which have been noticed by all travellers, with 
expressions of the deepest comraiseiTition for the de- 
graded condition of mankind in so lai-ge*a j)ortion 
of the globe. These facts are more valuable even 
than law’s themselves, in illustrating the state of the 
poor, as it is actually determined by the practice and 
habits of the country. Like the conduct of the rich 
to the poor in Ireland, of which Mr Young speaks 
in terms of such reprobation, and which may still be 

* Barrow, passim. t 101. 

t ibid. iCC)~7. § Young’s irelaiid, L 74, 84^ 
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observed,* they not only indicate something defective 
in the existing relation between the higher orders and 
the lower ; but also point to that immemorial abuse 
* of power by the former from which these habits have 
sprung. 

Land in phina is very much subdivided : and the 
existing law, which distributes all estates, whether in 
land or money, equally among the sons, contributes 
to* render the .subdivision every day greater, t The 
universal practice of marrying at an early age, ai’ising 
from the superstitious dread of dying without issue, | 
renders the families 'more numerous than they are in 
most European states ; and. from the oi>ei’ation of this 
cause, and the no less powerful influence of the extor- 
tions of the mandai’ins, there is a constant tendency 
in China to equalize wealth, and break down landed 
estates among a great number of proprietors. §• En- 
tails of every kind are utterly unknown : everything 
favours the ‘diminution but nothing conduces towards 
the accumulation of property. Thus is the land of 
the country distributed in the way and under the cir- 
cumstances which of all others are most favourable to 
the increase in the numbers of mankind ; being divid- 
ed among an infinite number of proprietors, who de- 
riye from*it the means of subsisteifce, without having 
either the powers to acquire, or the wish to enjoy, any 
of the artificial wants or conveniences of life. 

The number of manufacturers and artisans bears 
but a small proportion to that of the agriculturists : a 
sure proof of the limited supplies for exchange which 
the latter possess.|| Every part of the country is fill- 

Personal observation. 1- Staunton, ii. 32. t Ibid. 

§ Staunton, ii. 53. || Ibid. ii. 354'. 
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ed with labourers, whose sole emi>loynient is the cul- 
tivation of the soil, to be consumed by themselves.* 
The revenue is collected in kind by boats, which bring 
it from all parts of the empire to the granaries at Pe- 
kin, where it is sold to the people.t 

The Chinese, as all the world knows, have a super- 
stitious aversion to the sea, and foreign enterprise of 
every kin'd. A native of the empire seldom leaves it : 
emigration is extremely rare; and foreign navigation, 
being principally in the hands of strangers, employs 
comparatively few of the natives of the country. | 
From this slight and imperfect sketch of the situa- 
tioii of the people in the Chinese empire, it appears 
that a variety of causes have conspired to pi’oduce tlie 
vast population which it at present exhibits ; some 
having a tendency to enlarge the means of subsistence 
and increase the demand for labour : others to remove 
all the limitations which Nature has provided in the 
l>rogress of society to the principle of increase. It is 
to the singular, and, perhaps, fortuitous combination 
of these causes, that this immense population is to be 
ascribed ; and, in contemplating the extraordinary 
spectacle which they have produced, we discern more 
forcibly than any eloquence could .show, the vital im- 
portance to human happiness, of those limitations to 
population which spring from the comfort, and strengtli- 
en with the measured liberty of the people. Before tak- 
ing leave of tins nation, it may be of some consequence 
tg sum up, in a few w'ords, the causes to which the 
utter absence of all moral I'estraint, and}the remark- 
able facility of increase are to be ascribed. 

The Causes which have contributed to jjroduce the 

• Staunton, ii. 354. T Burrow, 172. J Staunton, ii. 354 , 
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vast demand for labour, and to ajflTord subsistence 
to the great number of the people, are chiefly as fol- 
lows : — 

1 . The remarkable fertility of the soil, yielding in 
the southern provinces two or three crops in a year. 
This fertility will not of itself exjdairi the population ; 
since in equally rich soils the number of the people 
are often scanty : but it is clear, that, without its in- 
fluence, all the other causes must have had a very cir- 
cumscribed influence. 

2. China has been long freed from any wars : its 
wealth and its industry have been confined to the en- 
couragement of domestic laboui’, and not diverted to 
the unproductive employments of warlike life. Even 
its soldiers are agriculturists, and preserve in the 
midst of arms the pacific industry to which they were 
first habituated. On some occasion.s, indeed, esi>ecially 
in the invasion by Timour, the ravages of hostile bands 
have spread with almost unequalled destruction through 
its plains :* but the riches of the soil and the mildness 
of the climate soon restored the numbers whom this 
transitory tempest had destroyed. Separated from 
the rest of the Avorld by im[)assable deserts or the Pa- 
cific Ocean, they have been stranger.s to that perma- 
nent draft* on the population which results from the 
frequent and organ feed warfare of modern Europe, 
and from that permanent direction of a large portion 
of national capital into unproductive channels, w'hieh 
lias arisen from the profuse expenditure of its govern- 
ments. The taxes of Chins, which exceeds Europe 
in extent and population, do not exceed L. 66,000,000 
Sterling annually :f a sum considerably less than was. 

Gibbon, Vol. xi. p. 68, 74. t Barrow, c. vii. 
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during the late war, exacted from one membei: of the 
European commonwealth. No national debt has ab- 
sorbed the superfluous cajiital of the country ; but all 
the wealth which its land and its labour produced has 
been sufiered to accumulate for the encouragement of 
domestic and productive industry. ^ 

3. This capital was continued in the employment 
of domestic activity under circumstances which, in 
almost all other countries, would have led to foreigh 
trade. TIiq increase of wealth, in all states of ordi- 
nary dimensions, induces foreign commerce, by the 
desire for the productions of other climates which na- 
turally springs uji among the people. i5ut the immense 
extent and varied productions of China, stretching 
from the Arctic to the tropical regions, and embracing 
within itself almost all the productions of the globe, 
rendered foreign trade almost superfluous. Joined to 
this is the superstitious aversion of the people to fo- 
reign trade, and the policy of the Government, w'hich 
throws such obstacles in the way of all such as wish 
to pursue it, as are sufficient, among that ignorant and 
superstitious people, to stop completely the ov'erflow 
of wealth into distant or external channels of employ- 
ment. Thus, both from the extent of the country, the 
superstition of the people, and the policy of th^ Govern- 
ment, is the wealth of the state chained to the encou- 
ragement of domestic industry ; and all the increase of 
population which naturally arises from such a concen- 
tration of the causes which ci’eate it, is compelled to take 
place within the country iteelf. It will be recollected 
M'hat a powerful agent the natural progress of capital 
towards foreign states has been shown to be in dimini^sh- 

ing, in the advanced periods of society, the home de- 
VOL. I. n b 
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inand for labour: and some estimate may, in conse- 
quence, be formed of the influence of those causes, whe- 
ther physical or moral, upon the progress of population, 
which completely prevent the operation of this limiting 
principle, and compel capital to hold out that exclusive 
encouragement to domestic industry, in the later pe- 
riods of society, whicli are intended by Natui’e to ope- 
rate only in the earlier. * • 

* 4. Throughout the whole of China an internal 
communication of the most extensive kind has long- 
existed : the great canals by whicli it is intersected 
have opened to the remote parts of the country tlie 
extensive market which w'as afforded by the richer and 
by the great cities : the prosperity of every one branch 
of the community has been permitted to act and react 
on every other. Those obstructions in the way of 
mutual intercourse which have arisen in modern Eu- 
rope, from the subdivision of kingdoms, or the hostili- 
ties in which they have been engaged, or in consequence 
of the pernicious restraints upon commerce within 
the same kingdom, have always been unknown in 
China. It is difficult to estimate the degree of wealtii 
or population to which Europe would have arrived, if 
her separate slates had for any considerable period 
enjoyed »iin internal intercourse of the same free and 
unbroken description. 

5. The division of labour and the improvement of 
machinery have never been carried any considerable 
length in China. To this day, they are ignorant of 
the useful invention of a lock in canals : their mecha- 
nics and artificers are destitute of all the modes by 
which human exertion is abridged in other states.* 

* Staunton aiirl Barrow, passim. 
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These prodigious abbreviations of labour which the 
competition of other states have forced upon the 
English and Flemish artists, are utterly unknown in 
the celestial empire, where the principles of natural 
philosophy are not understood, and the only choice is 
among persons equally uninformed. Competition in 
consequence has taken the direction of diminishing the 
wages of labour, but not superseding that labour it- 
self ; and the small munber of the artificers, whon 
comjiared tvitli those of the agricultural labourers, 
renders this diminution of little practical importance 
in rcsti'aining the progress of population. 

6. The use ofdraugiit horses, or beasts of burden of 
any description, in tins vast empire, is extremely limit- 
ed. Human labour is employed in every branch of agri- 
culture, and in every department of trade. It is difficult 
to estimate the effect of tlii.s practice upon the pojiu- 
lation. By giving employment to such multitudes in 
the fields, not only of able-bodied men, but of women 
and children, it augments to an incredible degi-ee 
the means of subsistence. It is to this cause, un- 
questionably, that the gi’eat population of Flanders is 
to be ascribed : and it is to the same cause that we are 
to impute the vast numbers which everywhere aj)- 
pears in the wine cpuutries of Europe. \^ien it is 
recollected that this demand for manual labour exisfs 
over the whole of China, in consequence of the univei’- 
sal adoption of the garden style of husbandry, this 
single cause appears almost sufficient to explain the 
great population of this erq]>ire. 

7. The means of subsistence have been greatly in- 
creased by the universal poverty of the people, occa- 
sioned by the despotic nature of the Government, "al- 
ready described, which has not only compelled the lower 
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orders to forego all the conveniences of life, but has 
habituated them to live on the smallest quantity and 
lowest species of food which is adequate to the support 
of existence, liy de])ri ving the poor of all power of pur- 
chasing luxuries or comforts, the number of artisans, 
manufacturer.s, and of all those who subsist by the la- 
bour of Olliers, has thus been reduced to the smallest 
possible number ; and the great majority of the people 
have been turned to a productive employment, and the 
raising of agricultural produce. By compelling the 
working-classes to subsist on the coarsest species and 
smallest quantity of food, it has completely prevented 
the attention of the cultivator from being dix'ected to the 
pi'oduction of costly or luxurious kinds of subsistence, 
as milk, butter, meat, &c. and confined him entirely to 
the raising of those articles of necessity, which are suit- 
able to the situation of the persons by whom it was to 
be consumed. In this country, such a state of things, 
by utterly de stroying the source of manure and the ro- 
tation of crops, would diminish in place of enlargingthe 
meausof augmenting the produce which the soil afford- 
ed ; but the case is very different in China, where the 
warmth of the climate, the xise of irrigation, and the in- 
dustrious use of human manure, is sufficient for the en- 
riching «f the soil, and where, consequently, the po- 
verty of the people, without diminishing the power of 
agriculture, enlarges the numbers of those who can be 
maintained from the fruits of the earth. If any pei’son 
will consider the extent of land in England which is 
devoted to the pasturing t'f cattle and horses, or the 
production of barley for distilleries and breweries, em- 
bracing, as already shown, more than the whole sur- 
face devoted to the raising of human subsistence ; he 
u'ill be able to form some conception of the capacity 
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for inaintaiiiiug a uumerovis and indigent popnlation, 
which China possesses, in consequence of her land be- 
ing in general confined to the necessary articles of hu- 
man livelihood. 

These causes will explain the vast population which 
exists in China, and the capacities for mayitaining this 
population which the country possesses. But they^ 
will not explain the existence of a redundant popula- 
tion, such as there unquestionably exists in that coun- 
try. They, will shew us why the numbers of the people 
should be great ; but not wliy they should be greatei- 
than the existing circumstances wall comfortably 
maintain. We shall find the explanation of this fact 
in the ignorance, the degradation, and the insecurity 
of the people. 

1. The government of the country is, as already ob- 
.serveil, a pure despotism : the Sovereign has the un- 
limited command of appointing whom lie pleases for 
the goveiTiment of the provinces. These persons 
abuse the trust which is reposed in them ; they rigid- 
ly exact obedience to the sumptuary laws, and make 
them a pretence for pillaging his subjects. The en- 
joyment of wealth is pi'cvented ; the display ot it 
attracts danger ; and the indirstrious man has no mo- 
tive to postpone the marriage union on act'bunt of^tlie 
elevated rank into which economy would raise liim, oi* 
the extended enjoyments which early j-estraint would 
enable him to command. 

2. There is no gradation of rank ; no sense of in- 
dividual importance ; rto consciousness of political 
power in China. The degrading punishment of flog- 
ging is applied to all ranks indiscriminately ; tli.e go- 
vernment, depend! ng on its own strength , never bestows 
a thought upon the feelings or wishes of the people. 
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The lower orders, sunk beneath the tyranny of many 
thousand years, have utterly lost the spirit or the 
desires of free citizens ; and all the limitations which 
these feelings are fitted to impose to the i)rinciple of 
increase are, in consequence, jn'evented from develop- 
ing themselves. 

3. The Chinese have a superstitious dread of dying 
without issue : early marriages are considered not 
merely as a means of enjoyment or of convenience, 
but as a religions duty. This universal feeling con- 
spires, with tlie otlier circumstances which we have 
mentioned, to render early rnari'iage the first object 
in life to every rank in society. 

4. The established permission of infanticide, which 
has probably resulted from the redundance of the po- 
pulation, and the details of which in volve a degree of 
national cruelty to which there is no parallel in any 
other part of the world, removes the only remaining 
check wliicli could arrest the progress of population. 
Nor are the efiects of this confined to those instances 
in which actual relief is given to a family by the ex- 
posure of an infant ; tlie prospect of the easy method 
of getting rid of sucli a burden, encourages marriage in 
innumerable instances in which the thing itself is never 
practised. * Young persons niarry“ in the belief that 
they may get rid of their children if they cannot main- 
tain them ; and when the infants are produced, hu- 
manity proinjits them to save their offspring, and they 
struggle on through life, with a burden, Avhich Avas 
originally incurred, in some degree, from the influence 
of this barbarous law. 

\Yhen so many causes conspire, some to augment 
the demand for labour, some to remove the barriers 
AA'liich Nature has imposed to the principle of inci'ease. 
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it is not surprising- that this vast country exhibits a nu- 
merous and miserable population ; numerous, because 
so rnauycircumstances have contributed to augment the 
demand for labour, anrl the means of subsistence ; mise- 
rable, because so much has been done by the govern- 
ment, the superstitions, and the manners of the country, 
to degrade and brutify the people. China, in short, 
exhibits thb example of a gov'erument ; good enough to 
afford the means of subsistence to the poor, bi\t op- 
pressive enough to deprive them of every other desire 
or enjoyment : in which, by the debased state of the 
human mind, the principle of increase is allowed to 
operate with unlimited force, but where the tyi'anny 
of the higher orders has not risen to such a height as 
to take ajvay from the poor the means of rearing their 
families. 

Oue.other circumstance particularly deserves notice. 
The throne in China Is mpporied by maxims propa- 
gatedfi-om the press 'j’he art of printing, practised 
from the earliest times, has been the main cause of the* 
stability of its institutions. It has been the means 
of diffusing universally, and establishing among all 
ranks of men, many fixed principles, which serve as so 
many dikes against the tumult of human passions. It 

is from this cause that its institutions and th« national 

* 

opinions have survived the wreck of dynasties. The so- 
vereign may be removed, or his family destx*oyed, but 
the manners and lawsof the jxcople remain uuchanged. j- 
“ It is remarkable,” says Turgot, “ that while Eng- 
land is the country in the world, in which information 
is most universally diffused, it is the country at the 
same time in which institutions ai’e the most venerated, 


Staunton, ii. 171 . 


t IbkI. 
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and in which any changes can be brought about with 
the greatest difficulty.” * At the two extremities of 
the globe, we perceive the two kingdoms of England 
and China, difiering in their laws, their manners, 
their origin, and their religion, uniting to demon- 
strate the efficacy which the diffusion of informa- 
tion, when properly regulated, has in strengthen- 
ing the bands by which the social system is held 
together. And this consideration tends to enlarge 
our views as to the real operation of the .press upon 
mankind, and to point out how widely mistaken are 
both those, who apprehend, from unlimited freedom 
in the dissemination of thought, permanent discord 
and confusion to society ; and those who look upon 
the diffusion of information, as an effectual safeguard 
against the encroachments of arbitrary power in all ages 
of the world. The despotism of China, let it neyer be 
forgotten, in Asia, equally with that of Napoleon in 
Europe, was supported by maxims propagated by the 
press ; — a clear proof that, like general instruction or 
military prowess, that mighty instrument is to be i*e- 
garded as a means of power, not a security against ini- 
quity ; and that, according to the use which is made of 
it, and the spirit of the i>eople among whom it is esta- 
blished, it may become either a blessing or a curse ; — 
ah instrument for the extension of freedom, or a forge 
for the manufacture of the chains of absolute power. 

VI. — Japan. 

The situation of the people in Japan, if we may 
credit the accounts of travellers, is in some respects 
similar, and in others extremely dissimilar, to their 
condition under the Chinese government. Though the 

* Qiuvres d« Turgot, Vol. vi, p. 
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soil is naturally barren* over the greater part of the 
country, yet the inhabitants are very numerous.f The 
appearances of a vast number of mankind are every- 
where exhibited, not only in the towns, but in the re- 
motest parts of the kingdom.:]; Yet with this vast po- 
pulation there is Imrdly a heggar or a needy person to 
be seen.^ Frugality is the ruling principle of the Ja- 
panese ; and this principle pervades all ranks, from the 
sovereign down to the peasant. The middling classes 
are contend with their little pittance, and the accumu- 
lated stores of the rich are not squandered in waii- 
tonness and luxury. || 

It is by this force of unceasing industry that the 
country is made to maintain its innumerable inliabi- 
tants.^[ ^The method of husbandry, universally adopt- 
ed, is the garden style ; the soil is all turned up by the 
spade,^ and incredible pains are taken in weeding the 
crops.* * Cultivation almost everywhere creeps in ter- 
races up the hill-sides, and in some places, lofty moun- 
tains are cultivated in this manner to their very sum- 
mit.f f So great is the supply of food obtained in this 
manner, that though the country is so exceedingly 
populous, famines ax*e seldom heard of. |t- 

But though the necessaries of life are abundant 
in Japan, and divided in decent competerjce among 
its numerous inhabitants, yet the poorer classes en- 
joy but a limited share of its comforts and conve- 
niences. The peoide everywhere live frugally, equal- 
ly removed from absolute want on the one hand, and 

* Thunberg, iii. 233. f Ibid. Iv. 80- 

J Russian Embassy, V. p. 17 i. § Tbunborg, iii. 2.5i). 

II Thunberg, iii. 259. H Ibid. iv. 80. 

Russian Embassy. Thunberg, iv. 83. tt Ibid. iv. 80. 

■P Thunberg, iv. 94. 
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comfort or opulence on the other. Of animal food, 
milk, butter, or cheese, the labouring classes never 
partake, though the climate is so cold as to render 
these articles essential to the well-being of the people.* 
Oxen and cows are rarely to be met with, and they 
are used only for drawing carts, or ploughing fields 
which are constantly under water. They never eat 
their flesh, nor make use of their milk. A few swine 
are occasionally to l)e seen, but sheep or goats are un- 
known.t The people liv'e entirely on grain and vege- 
tables, with the exception of those districts of the sea 
sliore where fish are to be obtained, which are sought 
for with the greatest avidity. .]: Meadows . or grass 
fields are extremely rare, as indeed is every produc- 
tion which ministers to the comfort or conveniences 
of life ; but of its necessaries there appears to be no 
deficiency.^’ 

l''he clothing, furniture, and dwellings of the peo- 
ple are as simple as their diet. Kveii in the abodes 
of tlie ricli fe^v’ costly articles of furniture are to be 
met witli, and in the cottages of the j)oor they are 
almost unknown. II Their tloor-mats serve them both 
for beds and cliairs ; and the other articles of furni- 
ture are only such as are imlispensable for holding 
their goodo and cooking their victuals.^[ In a word, 
frugality is the principle which actuates all classes in 
Japan.** 

In Japan the government, laws, and manners have 
existed without change for centuries. Innumerable 
inhabitants are to be seen, without any striking irre- 

• Thuiibcrg, iv. Oa. t 

X l^^issian Embassy. Tliimberg, iv. i)9. 

Ibid. Introcluction to VoL iv. 7. |) Ibid. iv. CS. 

If Ibitl. ii. 2S1. .Ibid. iii. 259. 
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giilarity of fortune, without discontent, distress, or 
emigration. * Agriculture is in a highly prosperous 
state. No waste lands are to be met with ; and the ne- 
cessaries of life abound even to superfluity. But of lux- 
uries they have no conception. Thei’e is no consump- 
tion of wine, or chocolate, coffee, brandy, or punch, — no 
bankers, or corporations, or monopolies, — no taverns or 
alehouses,-^no equipages, cfirriages, or cavalry, — ^no 
tlieatres or playhouses, f With the exception of tlft; 
Emperor, no person has the means of getting rich in 
Japan but the merchant ; and this class of men fre- 
quently accumulate considerable wealth ; but the pro- 
fession is, -nevertheless, universally despised.:]: 

Jaund is extremely snhdickled ; in fact, it belongs 
to the af;tual cultivators, whose domain in general 
does not extend beyond a few acres. ^ Properly speak- 
ing, iiifjleed, the sovereigrt, as in other eastern dynas- 
ties, is the proprietor of the whole land of the king- 
dom ; and the taxes levied iq)ou the soil, which are 
extremely heavy, constitute at once the rent of the 
land, and the revenue of the state. This impost, 
though extremely heavy, is, nevertheless, levied with 
regularity, and is not made the scene of military op- 
pression,]] as in the othei''countries of the east ; nor is 
the peasant harassed by a varietj'^ of tyraitts, as in 
many of the European kingdoms.^jf He has only one 
master, the sovereign of the country, and udieu the 
laud rent is paid to him he has no longer any oppres- 
sion to fear. But these lands are held under the con- 
dition of being perpetually cultivated*. If the exist- 

* Russian Embassy. Tliunbt?rg, iv. 7, 

t Ibid. Introduction to Vol. iv. p. 7. .|: Ibid. iv. 100. 

, Ibid, iv, 68. II Thunberg, iv. 80. f Ibid. 
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ing tenant cannot manage a certain portion of his 
fields he forfeits them, and any one who can is at liber- 
ty to cultivate them* The tillers of the ground, being 
the persons who immediately contribute to the wealth 
of the sovereign, are considered as the peculiar object 
of the protection of government : hence every spot of 
ground made to produce something, and the country 
is capable of maintaining its innumerable inhabitants.f 
‘ The inland trade is in a very flourishing state, be- 
ing in every respect free and uncontrolled, and there 
being no want of communication between the differ- 
ent parts of the empire. I No Japanese is alloived to 
leave Ms own country, or to visit any foreign ones, 
under pain of death,^ Liberty in a certain sense is 
the soul of the Japanese, but it is a liberty very dif- 
ferent in its nature gnd in its effects from that whicli 
prevails in Europe. It is a liberty which consists in 
the desj)otic authority of law, and the regularity with 
which it is administered ; b\it this is the result, not 
of freedom on the part of the people, but of wis- 
dom and unfettered power on the part of the govern* 
merit. The laws are extremely severe, but they pro- 
tect equally the rich and the poor.|| Both tlie go- 
vernment and the supreme civil magistrates make the 
preservation of order, the protection of the persons and 
property of the citizens, an object of the greatest soli- 
citude.^f But while this is the case, on the one hand, 
the rigour of power is kept up with the most scrupu- 
lous attention on the other ; subordination to govern- 
ment and to their superiors is inculcated at the earli- 

* Thunber/^, iv. 80, 68, 

t Tbunberg, iv. 80, and 11. Russian Embassy, ii. p. 79. 

t Thunberg, iv. 106. § Ibid. iv. 63. |j Ibid. vii. 253. 

t Ibid, iv. 11. 
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est period on children, and the most slavish submis- 
sion being always manifested by the poor in their 
manners towards their superiors.* If the rights of the 
people are respected, it is not because there is a ves- 
tige of popular spirit or public independence in Japan : 
but because long experience has taught the sovereigns, 

that it is by protecting their industry tha£ the largest 

* 

revenue arid the greatest power can be secured to them- 
selves. • 

Such is the account of the situation of the popula- 
tion of Japan, which is given by the few Europeans 
who have visited that singular country : and it is an 
account of which in some respects we might be dis- 
posed to doubt the reality, were there not examples 
in other parts of the world, of an extraordinary effect 
being produced on the fabric of society by the influ- 
ence of religion and habit on the human mind. And 
if this account be in all I’esjrects correct, it would ap- 
pear, that Japan exhibits the example of an eastern 
djmasty ixnder its most favourable aspect, for the 
production arnl prosijerity of the people ; M'here the 
ravages of inferior dynasties, and the extortions of sub- 
ordinate officers are cliecked by the awful authority 
of tlie sovereign ; wliei'e the welfare of the people is 
encouraged as the basis of power in the throne, and 
the whole payments of the cultivator are centered 'in 
one great land-rent to government ; but where every 
priru'iple of freedom, and every attempt at individual 
elevation is crushed by the despotic principles which 
are universally inculcated. The population, secure 
fi’om the influence of these causes, joined to the undis- 
turbed tranquillity which they have enjoyed in conse- 

• Tliunberg, iii. 
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qiience of their insular situation, the free internal com- 
munication which the wisdom of government has pro- 
vided, and the absolute impossibility of withdrawing 
either capital or labour into foreign employments, to 
have reached nearly to the borders assigned by the 
extent of the soil to the farther increase of the human 
species. Tlie frugality and foresight which seem to 
characterize all classes, is the restraint, and the only 
rectraint, which represses the principle of increase 
within the jbounds which the wellare of. society re- 
quires ; but from the condition of the people it would 
appear, that it does not press upon them with any un- 
usual or destructive force. And from the ..situation 
of the people in this highly populous country, in 
which tlie means of subsistence are confined, — 
where many of the limitations upon the principle of 
iiiCTease which are provided in the human mindliave 
not been develojied, and where emigration or foreign 
employment cannot be obtained, — we may judge of the 
power wliich the single restriction which has been de- 
veloped jiossesses, of controlling the operation of tlie 
principle of increase, and learn from this example, 
what must be the combiueil strength of all those I’e- 
straints which grow under happier circumstances with 
the wealtlii, and strengthen with thejiberty of mankind. 

VIII. — Persia and Affdhanistaun. 

A detailed account of the condition of the people in 
Modern Persia, as described in the numerous works 
of able and intelligent travellers who have lately visit- 
ed that interesting country, would be merely a repe- 
tition of the accounts already given, possibly at too 
great length, of the oppression to which the people 



are subject in the different parts of the Turkish em- 
pire and Indian peninsula. It is the remarkable pe- 
culiarity of the dynasties in the east, that their systeiii 
of government is uniformly the same, and has con- 
tinued to be invariably founded on similar maxims, 
from the earliest ages. To whatever cause it may be 
owing, nothing is more certain than that' the govern- 
ment and^ institutions of the oriental states are pre-* 
cisely the same at tliis time as they were at the ear- 
liest period of which history makes menl^n. The de- 
scriptions of Porter, of Buckingham, of Morier, and 
of Fraser, difl'er in no respect from the picture which 
may Ire gathered from the graphic sketches of Hero- 
dotus ; and the most faitliful jrortrait that ever has 
been given of the present manners of Bagdad and Is- 
pahan, i’s that whiiii for a tliousand years has given 
delight to every successive generation, in the yVrabian 
N igh t’s Enter ta in m en ts. 

Supreme uncontrolled power is vested iti the sove- 
reign, and the throne, though generally preserved in 
the same family, descends according to no settled law 
or custom. The intrigues of the Harem, or tlie su- 
periority of courage or address on the j)art of one 
prince of tlie family, thus become the real causes of 
elevation to the throne ; and the demise of the sove- 
reign is generally followed by as many intestine con- 
vulsions and desolating contests for powei’, as arose 
in Poland from tlie elective constitution of tlie monar- 
chy. Absolute power once gained by the fortunate 
competitor for tlie throi^e, is immediately communi- 
cated to the inferior Pachas and governors, and by 
them delegated in their turns to the Cadis or Imans, 
by whom their authority is exercised. All these func- 
tionaries, holding their office during pleasure, are li- 
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able at any moment to deprivation or confiscation at 
the hands of their superior officer or the sovereign ; 
and it is the interest of all, therefore, to make the most 
of their short-lived and precarious tenure of office, 
by the most arbitrary exactions from those who are ^ 
subjected to their power. Hereditary rank or dig- 
nity is unkhown ; office and iiower are everywhere 
‘ held at pleasui'c; and such are the mutations of foi- 
tune or the oppressions of Government, that wealth sel- 
dom descen^ in a family beyond the third generation. 
Against these multiplied evils the only practical se- 
curity wliicli the people enjoy is to be found in the 
inaccessible strength of their mountain retreats, which 
often places them beyond tlie reach of plunder, — the 
universal establishment of the village system, which, 
where the Pachas are not very powerful, generally leads 

to the observance of the fixed tribute from the little 

* 

community by the tax-gathei*ers, — and the aggregate 
strength of the incorporated trades in towns, which 
often enables them to compound for the exactions of 
those in authority, or even intimidate the possessors 
of power from attempting acts of flagrant oppression,* 
The formidable power to which Nadir Shah arose 
only a century ago, and the immense horde of caval- 
ry with Wthich he devastated and laid waste the north 
of 'India, demonstrates that Persia still possesses the 
elements of national strength, and that its territory, 
intersected as it is in all directions by desert tracts, 
inhabited by Nomade tribes, is still capable of sending 
forth, w'hen the standard of. any powerful and victo- 
rious chief has collected them togethei', those innume- 
rable swarms of horse who have so often changed the 

• Morier; Fraser, Porter, and Buckingham’s Travels in Persia, 
passim. 
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dynasties of tlie plains of the east. J3\U, notwitli-- 
standing this, tlie general condition of the country at 
pi’esent affords a remarkable contrast to its ancient 
greatness ; and in no part of Asia, probably, has the 
destructive eflect of insecurity of property appeared 
in so remarkable a manner in destrovirn*; the numbers 
of mankind. The plain of Mesopotamia alone, whiclj 
is five tirn'es the size of the Delta in Egypt, is com- 
puted to have contained in ancient times, forty mil- 
lions of iiiUabitants ; and the total poj)uIation of the 
empire when it \ras conquered byAlexander the Great, 
was certainly not less than sixty millions. At jiresent 
the whole.monarchy does not contain above six or eight 
millions of souls, and the cultivated are to the uncul- 
tivated acres as one to ten.*^ Xerxes invaded Greece 
with at least a million of a\aiied men ; and six lain- 
dred thousand soldiers contended with Alexander on 
the plain of Arbela for the empire of the world ; — but 
in the late war with Russia, the Shah of Persia was 
never able to produce fifteen thousand men in the 
field, and the whole military force wliicli lie can at 
present command is little more than twenty thousand, 
most of whom are s <4 ill armed, that they liardly de- 
serve the name of soldiers. The history of mankind 
scarcely alibrds an* example of such a decline from 
ancient wealth and greatness ; and tlie dreadful pe- 
riodical ravages of the Tartars Avill not explain the 
])henomena ; for tliey have occurred at nearly equal 
distant periods inallag’es, from the earliest history of 
the world ; and the most ^lovverful race of monarchs 
who ever sat on the Persian throne, and who so long 
contended on equal terms with the majesty of Rome, 
the successors of Cyrus, the Parthian kings, the race 

* Chardin’s Travels: iJarris’s Cull. p. : and Malle Brun, ii. 231. 
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of the monarclis of Sassanides, have all sprung from 
such northern conquerors, who infused for some ages 
into their successors the energy and valour which 
they brought with them from their deserts. 

Artificial wants are unknown among the labouring 
classes in Persia ; the fare of the poor is the simplest 
imaginable'; the use of animal food or luxuries of any 
kind is unknown. Though strongly attached to them, 
they are in general abstemious in the use of intoxi- 
cating liquors ; and their only luxiuy consists in the 
multitude of horses, which apjiears generally in the 
east to be such a necessary of life that the very poor- 
est classes among the Nonuide part of the popula- 
tion cannot exist without them.* 'The existing re- 
straints, therefore, upon the increase of mankind, in a 
country capable, as former experience demonstrates, 
of maintaining such a jirodigious population, must be 
sought for in the insecurity of property and the ge- 
neral difficulty of eai’ning a subsistence. And the ef- 
fect of these causes in checking the growth of the hu- 
man species has been more powerful in Persia than 
elsewhere in the east, from the following circumstance, 
which is of paramount importance, and has not hither- 
to met wdth the attention which it deserves. 

Although the climate in the hilly parts of Persia 
is in winter extremely cold, and even more rigorous 
than in some European latitudes, yet the summer is 
long, and the drought during its continuance exces- 
sive. Irrigation, therefore, is an indispensable preli- 
minary to cultivation in almost every part of the 
country. Wherever water can be brought, a plenti- 
ful return is sure to reward the labours of the bus- 

Etoirs Turkish Empire, 275, Voliiey, li. 377. Buckinghum’s 
Persia, ii 230. 
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bandtnan, and, in many districts, the application of 
irrigation will produce for ever, without any manure, 
crops of almost incredible richness. But this necessary 
watering is not, in most parts of Persia, supplied by un- 
aided Nature to the hand of man. No level Delta, as 
in Egypt and some parts of the banks of the Ganges, is 
annually submerged by the fertilizing flood's of Nature. 
7'he whole plain of Mesopotamia is, indeed, susceptible 
of an artificial supply of water. Its extraordinary nn- 
tural declivjty, first from the Euphrates to the Tigris, 
and then from the Tigris to the Eujilirates, * af- 
fords the utmost facilities to irrigation, of which 
the old ditches and channels intersecting the coun- 
try in every direction whi^i still exist, prove that tlie 
ancients availed themselves with the utmost industry. 
But to construct this vast system of irrigation, or even 
to keep it up M’hen effected by former ages, reijuires 
a great and unremitting exertion of labour and indus- 
try, and such exertions never will be made under a 
government which affords so little security for pro- 
perty as that which is at present established in Persia. 
And hence the sterility which has thus, throughout 
a succession of ages, blasted this garden of the human 
race. The old channels* for the conveyance of water 
were neglected or allowed to get into tli-srojiair dur- 
ing some of the 7\Trtar invasions ; the insecurity 
of projierty, under subserpient dynasties, rendered 
their restoi'ation impossible ; the idchest plain in the 
world was immediately converted into a moving sand ; 
and the neiglibouring wafers of the Euphrates and 
the Tigris, fed by the eternal snows of the Caucasus, 
have, for ages, rolled their undisturbed waters to the 
Indian Oceart. 


* (jillies’s (ireoce, v. 89, 
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But, although it is owing to this cause that the 
great plain of Mesopotamia has become so utterly un- 
pi’ocluctive in later times, yet there are many situa- 
tions in Persia where water can be obtained with 
more facility, and wliere, consequently, the human 
race have clustered in greater numbers round the foun- 
tains of life and fertility. The numerous inountain- 
* ranges with which the country abomids, many of which 
brtmch ofl'froru the great central ridges of the Taurus 
or the Caucasus, where they are fed by perennial 
snows, afford veiy genei-ally, in the hilly districts, the 
means of irrigation at no great expense ; and it is there, 
accoi'dingly, that population and cultivation. are to be 
found. Around the clear*streams which descend in 
these beautiful valleys, human industry has concen- 
trated it.s efforts, and the green field and the smiling 
village are to be seen as far as the art of man has been 
capable of conducting the water. In many of these 
asylums of peace and innocence, the o}>pression of the 
Pachas is but slightly felt ; the difliculty of access, the 
weakness of government, and the boldness of the peo- 
ple, have compelled an equitable adjustment of the 
public tribute, and a due observance of the rights of 
the village communities ; awl tliere the human race 
appear to«enjoy as much happincss.as is to be met with 
in any part of the habitable globe. 

In former days, the water obtained from these 
mountain-streams was not permitted to flow, as it now 
does, in undisturbed seclusion through the plains ; but 
it wms drawn off, often to the distance of thirty, forty, 
or fifty miles, in order to spread irrigation and fertili- 
ty through distant and inferior regions. This was 
done, not by open canals and ditches, as' in the plain 
of Mesopotamia, which the uneven surface of the 
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grpiiiui generally rCndered impossible, liut it was ef- 
fected in this manner : the levels of tlie whole line 
intervening between the point from which the water 
was to be drawn, and that to which it was to be con- 
veyed, were taken, and a calculation made what de- 
clivity was required to make the wate/' flow from 
the one point to the other. And ha ving done this, ^ 
wells were sunk at short intervals along the whole 
line, and tlieii a subterraneous passage iVom one 
well to thl^ other constructed, working from one 
to the other, till they met, so as to form a conti- 
nuous subterraneous passage the whole way. Siicli 
is the productive nature of the soil generally in I^er- 
sia, wherever water can be brouglit to it, that the ex- 
pense of* bringing a supply of that necessary fluid in 
this way, it is generally calculated, unless tlie dis- 
tance ivhich tile water is to be brouglit is very great, 
will be extinguished by the produce in five j^cars. It 
is remai*kable, that this is just the time which every 
practical faxaner in the clay districts of England 
knows it requii’es to I'eiinbui’se the cost of tile-drain- 
iug in Great Britain ; the I’eturns of Nature after 
bringing water to the soil in one part of the \corld, 
being nearly the same as ai’e obtained by taking it 
away in another.^ 

This peculiax’ity in the physical condition of Persia 
sufficiently explaiixs both its immense ])o])ulation and 
power when it was the centi’e of coinmeice, and en- 
joyed the protection of a powerful govcrnmeiit in 
ancient times, and the dejxlorahle state of decay into 

’ 1 am iiidubtcd for thiis iuterc'stiiif? acconiit of the aru.iont irj igntion 
of l?ersia to my •esteemed and accomprishod friend. Sir .lohn Macneill, 
wfiose diplomatic hdionrs and alality d<.*ije so mnolj of late A ears 

to avert the decay of Uritisfi iidlMeiua'in that ihvjpoi hunt (juui fev of the 
globe. 
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which it has fallen in modern tirfies. External dis- 
asters, political catastrophes, have fallen upon it with 
the same desolating and overwhelming force, with 
which they would affect, if existing to a similar degree, 
and overwhelm, the meadows of Holland, if the sea- 
dikes were to be allowed to go to decay ; the plain of 
, Lombardy, if its incomparable artificial system of irri- 
gation were to be choked up; or the fens of Lincolnshire, 
if the great Bedford lev’^el were to be rendered useless 
from neglect. But the productive powers of Nature 
in Persia are nndecayed ; a tolerable administration of 
justice; a permanent security to property, would at once 
enable the industry of man to turn to their due account 
the boundless gifts of Nature ; subterraneous chan- 
nels would again convey to distant regions its clear 
inountain-strearns ; the plains of Mesopotamia would 
again wave with the rank luxuriance of a tropical ve- 
getation ; and a second Nineveh and another Baby- 
lon would renew, in the latter ages of the world, under 
happier auspices, and on a more durable basis, the pro- 
digies of early civilisation* 

Secluded in the solitude of central Asia, the inhabi- 
tants of Affgiianjstaun would have reiriaiiied al- 
most uiikiiown to the researches of European enter- 
prise, if the description of an enligjitened and inquisi- 
tive traveller had not tlirown a clear liglit upon the 
political state of the country, and the late memorable 
expedition of the British arms had not rendered it an 
object of general interest, and probably increasing in- 
formation. The ample details which have already 
been given of the condition of the people in the ori- 
ental empires, leaves room only for the observation 
in regard to this interesting people, tliat their condi- 
tion differs in many import;mt aspects from that of 



IN THE EAST. 


•407 


any other Asiatic state, and that in their valleys are 
to be found the clear rudiments of those institutions 
which have given stability and greatness to the Eiu’o- 
pean monarchies. From Mr Elphinstone’s admirable 
account of Caboul, it is evident, that, more distinctly 
even than in the woods of Germany, the rudiments 
of a representative government and of a considerable 
popular clieck on the despotic inclinations of the so- 
vei’eign, are to be found in the states of Affghanis- 
taun ; and 4;bat, in consequence, property is far better 
respected, and industry far more general in its valleys, 
than in any otlier part of Asia. An hereditary aris- 
tocracy exists, land descends in a direct line, and the 
general administration is stable. The eft'ect of this 
appears J>oth in the industry of its inhabitants which 
has, as generally in the Swiss valleys, carried the 
gardeq cultiv’ation far up the mountain-sides ; in the 
brave and independent character of the people, which 
has given their soldiers the same I’enown in the In- 
dian, which the Swiss colony enjoyed in the Euro- 
pean wars ; and in the number of the inhabitants, 
which, notwithstanding the stei’ile and inhospitable 
nature of the greater part of the country, ajuounts to 
fourteen millions.* 

It is a curious and highly important subfect of sjjje- 
culation. What it is which has given its peculiar and 
remarkable chai’acter to European civilisation, and 
communicated that extraoi*dinary energy to the middle 
and lower classes of the peojile, by which, not less than 
the hereditary descent of power and property in the 
families of the higher, the civilisation of the I'ace of 
daphet has in all ages been distinguished ? If vvq sur- 
vey the institutions of any of the barbarous conquerors 

* Elphiiistoiio’s ii. 290, '-SOU- Malto Brun, ii. 336, 337, 3.73. 



408 


PUINCIFLE Of inckea.se 


who descended from the wilds of Tartary into the 
plains of Persia, India, or China, we shall find that 
they were almost precisely the same with those which 
our Gothic ancestors implanted in the conquered pro- 
vinces of the Roman empire. , In both, a victorious 
chief or general took pos.session of a conquered countr)'^, 
confiscated half the land it contained to the use of his 
officers and their followers, and appointed his principal 
officers the chiefs of the conquered provinces, who esta- 
blished the!nselvc.s in its best fortified strongholds, and 
inaintaiiUNl their authority over tlie subject territoi'y 
by means of the armed force of their followers. But 
how prodigious the difference between the superstruc- 
ture, which in Europe and Asia has been reared on this 
common foundation, and how striking the contrast 
between the subsequent institutions of these different 
regions ! Between Pei’sia, shrunk now to less than a 
tenth jjart of its ancient greatness, population, and 
power, and now' crouching before the encroachments 
of Muscovite dominion ; and Great Britain, the abode 
of naked savages in the time of Xerxes and Darius, 
and now' planting its colonies in every quarter of the 
globe, and sending its victorious arms from the shores 
of the Ganges into the heart' of Asia, and the cradle 
of MahorAetan power ! Effects of this sort outstrip 
the ken of the human faculties : they indicate the 
agency of some unseen Power, which has thus, for 
inscrutable purposes, decreed so different a destiny to 
the families of the human race ; and bespeak the aw- 
ful refsponsibility which rests on those, to whom the 
fortunes, in any degree, of that race, are entrusted, 
W’hidi has evidently been selected by Providence for 
the dissemination of i-eligion, liberty, and knowledge 
among mankind. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

OF THE ACTION OF THE PRINCIPLE OF INCREASE IN 

EUROPE. 

ARGUMENT. 

General character f)f flic situation of ihc People in Eut‘oi>C’ — Action of the 
ih’inciplc of .1 ncreasc in I'rance — In .Stvitzerland — In h’landory and Holland — 
In Sw’eden and Norway — In Russia— -In I*oland — In Italy — In the Spanish 
Peninsula — In Germany — In Irehind — In Great Rritain,, 

Whatever may be the difference of the condition 
of mankind in the European monarchies, there are 
some peculiarities which distinguish them from the in- 
liahitayts of any other quarter of the old world. In all 
the blessings of the Christian religion have been com- 
municated to the jicople ; in all the government is 
stable, and supported by a powerful territorial aristo- 
cracy;* in all a tolerable degree of security has been 
afforded to industry. Taxes in many places are heavy ; 
rent is oppressive ; feudal rights are severe ; but 
tliCvSe exactions, though 'often extremely burdensome 
and destructive to t?lie developement of the^diie regu- 
lations of tlie principle of increase, are founded on cer- 
tain fixed principles, the observance of which is en- 
forced in the courts of law. The terrible insecurity 
of property, — the unrestrained exactions of arbitrary 
power — which in every age ha ve been felt as so destruc- 
tive in oriental states, are in a great measure un- 

* E'rarice, siiirt* tlio Rovolution, must be* oxco]>U‘<l, and it iTas n.o- 
^'ordingly exchang’ed Rnropeaii iov Asiatu i ivilisation. 
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known ; the means of subsistence ai’e in general afford- 
ed to the people ; so is the power of commanding con- 
veniences or gratifying artificial wants which is de- 
nied them ; and, consequently, the diseased action of 
the principle of increase is felt rather in the redun- 
dant numbers than the thinned ranks of the people. 
And the efiects of this appear in the most striking 
manner in the general density of the population : for 
in‘Europe, which contains 2 , 742,000 stpiare miles of 
territory, there are 227 , 000,000 of inliabitants,* being 
at the rate of 81 to the square mile : whereas in Tur- 
key in Europe, and Asia, the population is 25 , 000,000 
scattered over a surface of 815,000 square miles ; be- 
ing at the rate of only about 28 to the square mile : 
while in China, including Chinese 'rartary, there 
are 5 , 350,000 square miles, and a population of 
200 , 000,000 ; being at the rate of 37 to the square 
mile: and in Hindustan, the population of 134 , 000 , 000 , 
spread over a surface of 1 , 280,000 square miles, is at 
the rate of 101 to the square mile : — not half t he popu- 
lation of Eui'ope if the superior fertility of the soil and 
the double crops in the year are taken into considera- 
tion, t 

But, independent of this Vast dilfercnce between 
Eurojie artd all the rest of the world, there are subordi- 
nate distinctions between its vai-ious states, and difl'ex’- 
euces in the action of the principle of increase, accoi-d- 
ing to the varieties of religious government and pre- 
vailing customs, which are in the highest degree im- 
portant and interesting ; and which renders a separate 
examination of its principal monarchies an object in- 
dispensable in a work of this description. 

Maltc Brun and Bjilbi, vi. 84, 8i>. 

t Humbcldt, xi, ,"> 0 , /iO. Malte Brim, L 4, and Appendix, IV- 
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„ I. — France. 

In France, the condition of the people prior to the 
Revolution was, generally speaking, indigent : what- 
ever promised the appearance even of subsistence led to 
marriage, and the smallest properties were considered 
as a sufficient shock for thecommencementof a family.* 
Their dress, their furniture, their food, indicated the 
general depression of the labouring classcs.f Labour 
was at an average 76 per cent, clieaper in France than 
in England, that is, the Frencli labourer was 76 per 
cent, worse clothed, fed, and lodged, than the same 
class in this country, j In the southern provinces the 
land was* in general in the hands of metayers, vv'ho 
divided the produce of the soil u ith their landlords, 
and were not superior in condition to the English la- 
bourers.^ The situation of the peojde in tlu' wine 
proviices, where property is for the most part ex- 
tremely subdivided, was still more depressed ;|| where 
the vicissitudes of the produce exposed the peasantry 
to losses which their poverty rendered them little able 
to bear ;^[ and w'here tlie constant eraploytnent afford- 
ed to the females and children in cultivating the vine.s', 
afforded an unceasing impulse to population.** 

The inhabitants of towns in France were for the 
most part better off than the peasantry of tde coun,try, 
as they possessed more varied methods of earning their 
subsistence, and enjoyed the mean.s, by skill and in- 
dustiy, of rising in life.ff But everywhere almost 
throughout the country, the condition of the labour- 

* Young’s Tmvols, i. and 18. | Ibitl. i. 399. j Ibid. 

§ Marsha ITs Travels, iv. 308, 180 ; Young, i. 342. 

Ij Marshall, iv. 101 ; Young, i. .370. f Marsiiall, i. lOi, 

Marslmll, 101. 

tt Moore\s Mew of Society in Friinco, i. lOd, 



41*2 


I’UINCJI'LK OF INCUEASi; 


ers indicated some general causes of depression, whjch 
the exertions of individuals wei’e unable to overcome.* 
That the French peasantry should generally have 
been pooi*, will not appear surprising when their politi- 
cal situation at that period is considered. Wherever the 
metayer system was established, the share of the pro- 
prietor was a half of the produce, whereas in England 
' his share is from a fourth to a sixth.\ Heavy taxes on 
th'e farmer, from which the clergy and nobility were 
exempt, aggravated by the arbitrary manner in which 
their amount was fixed by tint intendant, and the vexa- 
tious fexidal privileges of the landed proprietors, de- 
pressed the labouring classes, and rendered prosperity 
and good management little more than a signal for 
increased assessment.,]: Such was the accumulated ef- 
fect of these burdens, that the produce of an acre be- 
ing estimated under the old i-egime, at L. 3, 2s. 7d., 
the King di'ew L. 1, 18s. 4d., the landlord 19s. ‘hi., 
and to the cultivator was left the miserable pittance 
oifive shilUngs, or one-iivelfth of the wliole, and one- 
eighth of the proprietor’s share : or if the proprietor 
cultivated his own land, the King drew L. 1, 18s, 4d., 
and the proprietor only L. 1, 4s. 3d.§ Whereas in 
England, the pi’oduce of an acre being calculated at 
L. 8, the ilmt may be stated at L. 1", 10s., land tax and 
poor’s rates 10s., and there remains six pounds for the 
farmer, being twelve times the amount of the public 
burdens, owAfour times that of the rent to the land- 
lord. 11 

It was rare at tliat period to see a farm adequate- 
ly stocked in the French provinces : nothing was 

lyfiiore's Vii‘w ol’ Society in France, i. t Vonng, i. 34 i. 

1 Voung, i. aixl 101. 5 Marshall, iv, 33:/. j| Ibi<K 333. 

3 



IN KUUOPE. 


413 


expended wliicli could possibly be avoided.* The 
capital of an English fanner being estimated at 
L. •i, that of the French cultivator would not exceed 
L. 2. “ It would require,” said Mr Young, in 1793, 

“ L. 450,000,000 Sterling, to bring France to the same 
state of agricultural improvement as England ; nor is 
this surprising, when the burdens affecting tlie labour 
•of the cultivators is considei*ed.”t 

Extreme ignorance universally pi’evailcd among 
the rural pppulation ; it was very rare to see a pea- 
sant who coiild either read or write.^ The multipli- 
ed oppression of the cultivators u'ould have led them 
to emigrate, but their limited information chained 
them to the possessions of their forefathers.^ At a 
short distance from Paris, in 1792, Mr Young found 
tlie people entirely unacquainted with the events of 
the Revolution ;|| and even at thi.s time, though much 
has been done to remedy the evil, there is not more 
than a thii'd of the whole population of the kingdom 
M'lio can read and write.^f 

Nearly one-third of France at this iieriod was in the 
hands of small proprietors, each of whom cultivated 
his little domain with his own hands. Their general 
condition was miserable*in the extreme.** The pub- 
lic taxes fell witli great severity upon this •class, ow- 
ing to the smallness of tlieir possessions.ff “Tlie*ne- 
cessary effect of this system was excellent husbandry, 
great population, and much misery ajiiong the poor ; 
for the burdens atiuching to the small estates left the 
people a subsistence and nothing mors." | j; 

While such was the general situation of the peo- 

* Voung*, i. f Youn^, ii. Kii. + Ibkl, ii, 217'. • 

9 Marshall, fv; 68. [j Yoimij, i. 1 17, Dupin, Force Com. i, 52, 53. 

Young, il. 172. f Marshall, iv- 17. f:}: Ibid. 
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pie in France, numerous exceptions were to be found, 
proving that the indigence which prevailed was hot 
the necessary effect of the principle of population, but 
disappeared with the oj)pression which gave it birth. 
“ In Hearue and lii^orre, the smiling aspect of the 
country, and the exquisite beauty of the scenery, at- 
tracted the littention of every traveller. “ In Bearne,” 

* says Mr Young, “ a scene presented itself so new in • 
France, that I could hardly believe my own eyes : 
a succession of well built comfoi-table farm-houses, 
subdivided by nicely dipt hedges, and admirably 
cultivated. An air of warmth, neatness, and com- 
fort, reigns over the whole ; everj' man has a farm, 
and enjoys the greatest prosperity ; it is visible in 
their u'ell built houses and stables, in their hedges, 
their fann-yard.s, even the coops for their 'poultry. 
The benignant genius of Henry IV. seems to reign 
over the country of his birth : every peasant fias his 
foul in the pot: * “ The districts of Bearne and Bi- 
gorre,” say.s Swinburne, “ are one of the most beauti- 
ful I ever beheld : the number of villages is too great 
to be reckoned, yet the fruitfulness of the fields de- 
mands moi’e huslumdmen to gather its riehes.f Com- 
fort and prosi)erity reign in all the dwellings of Bigor- 
re ; the aCf achment of the people to the place of their 
nativity is extreme ; and they return from all parts of 
France to close their days there. The populousness 
of the valleys in the Pyrexiees hardly credible ; yet 
no symptoms of indigence are to be seen.”J 

The political condition of the people in these pro- 
vinces explains the cause of the remarkable difference 
between their situation and that of the peasantry else- 
where in F ranee. During all the changes of the monar- 


* Young, i. 42. 


f Swinburne, iii, 108. 


t Ibid. ii. -312, 
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ehy in that kingdom, the states of Bearne and Bigorre 
hail maintained their exclusive privileges wholly dif- 
ferent from the other provinces in the kingdom. These 
states, like the British islands, had a Parliament ^ 
which met annually at Tarbes. * In these assem- 
blies, all public matters were discussed, and all public 
burdens imposed. Ta-\ation and expenditul'e were nar- 
rowly overlooked.! The Bearnois have in all ages 
possessed an independent spirit ; and though tluir 
political power was abridged, yet they continued till 
the Revolution to enjoy very great privileges. Five 
hundred and forty gentleinen possessing fiefs sat in one 
house, which deliberated on .subsidies, and all the con- 
cerns of the province.! 'J'he division of landef! property, 
elsewhere so pi'ejudicial inFrance, had here been found 
only to constitute the basis of a prosperous population.^ 

The condition of the people in France prior to the 
Revolution, therefore, is stifficiently obvious. The 
fertility of the soil and the riches of Nature provided 
the means of supporting an immense population ; 
while the oppression of Government and the arbitrary 
exactions of the nobles precluded the developement of 
any of the limitations to the principle of increase. 
Ignorant and depressed,, the peasantry were alike un- 
able to leave the place of their nativity, or.to engage 
in any branch of manufacturing industry : destitute 
of any enjoyments but those of nature, they had no 
resource but to contract an early marriage, and trans- 
mit to their posterity the same habits which they 
themselves had acquired.^ Under such a system, the 
land was overspread with an industrious but impro- 
vident and indigent population. Had h rance been 
blessed with a more equal government, she would have 

• .Swinburne, ii. 280. f ibid. j; Ibid- ii. 35.5. iji Young, i. 
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possessed a greater and more prosperous body of in- 
habitants ; greater because other channels of industry 
would have been opened, and its burdens removed ; 
more prosperous, because the limitations to increase, 
springing from the diffusion of happiness, would have 
been developed. The partial effects of a better admi- 
nistration 6f public affairs in those few situations 
’ whei’e the remnants of a free government- subsisted, 
allbrd the surest indication of the prosperity which 
the whole kingdom u’ould have exhibited if blessed 
with similar advantages : like the oases in the Ara- 
bian desert, they exhibit a few green spots fed by liv- 
ing streams, on which the eye of humanity loves to 
dwell, when fatigued with the sterility and desolation 
of the surrounding wilderness.* 

II. SWJTZF.UI.AND. 

From whatever side a traveller enters Swiixer- 
land ; from the level i>lains of Lombardy, from the 
arid fields of France, from the swelling hills of Swa- 
bia, or over the lofty ridge of the Jura, he is struck 
with the condition of the peasantry, not less than the 
sublime features of Nature. Iii the mountains, equal- 
ly as the plains, the symptoms of ease and contentment 
prevail. fJa descending from the. Jura into the plain 
of Neufchatel, the English traveller imagines that he 
has regained the enclosed fields and green pastures of 
English liberty : — features which are directly depen- 
dent on the political state of the country ; for from the 
comfort of the peasantry spring the meadows which 
are to supi)ly them with animal food ; and from the 

Tills description has been purpo.sely made applicable to France 
I>revious to the Revolution, as it is it which has mainly determined the 
state of the population as it now exists, I'he effects of that great ooii" 
vuLsion on the condition of the people will be fully considered in the 
Chap. IX. 
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security and division of landed property, the enclosures 
and hedgerow timber wdiich overshadow and beautify 
the landscape.* Nor is his surprise less on entering 
the defiles of the Alps, where the comfort of man 
seems to vie with the sublimity that surrounds him : 
where CA^’ery spot capable of cultivation is sojight out 
amidst the forests and cliffs that environ it ; and 
where, amidst the recesses of Nature, freedom and haj)- 
piness seem at last to hav^e found an inviolable abodS. 

“ Nothing,” says Mr Coxe, “ delights me so much 
as the inferior of a Swiss cottage. All tliose I have 
hitherto visited convey the liveliest image of cleanli- 
ness, ease,^ind simplicity, and cannot but impress upon 
every beholder a most i)leasiiig conviction of the pea- 
sant’s hapj^)iuess.f Contentment and comfort univer- 
sally prevail : during niy whole travels, I hardly met 
Avith one object of njisery.;j; In many places, costly 
articles of furniture, as silver spoons, linen, &c. attest 
the opulence and frugality of the inhabitants, while in 
others the expensive ornaments of dress which are 
generally worn, indicate a very great degree of afflu- 
ence in their possessors. T'he substantial and cleanly 
houses of the peasantry, especially in the Cantons of 
Uiulerwalden, Berne, aftd Luce rue, ij the luxuriant 
fruit trees that overshadoAV their dwelling!?, the .ad- 
mirable neatness with which their possessions are cul- 
tivated, and the prosperous look of the people them- 
selves, make an impression on the mind of the beholder 
w hich the lapse of time is unable to effiice.” 

In the levc^ parts of the. country every cottage has 

Yttung-’s Travels, i. 372 ; anrl personal observation, 
f Ooxe, 1 . 4G. t Ibid. Vol. ii. p. 2.34. ^ 

§ Moore’s View of Society, ii. 334*; and personal observation. 

VOX.. I. 1) (1 
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a little gardt'ij, and a small freehold attached, which 
the inhabitants cultivate with the utmost care : so 
that the whole plain resembles a vast garden, studded 
with beautiful cottages.* In the mountainous dis- 
tricts, each cottage has also a little garden or piece of 
grass atl^cbed to it, which is tended and mowed with 
the neatness of an English bowling-green, which, 
with a share in the hill jiasture belonging .to the dis- 
trict, and a right to cut wood to a certain extent in 
the imjiending forests, constitute the little domain on 
which the wiiole family is maintained, j ^ 

Though manufactures are very generally establish- 
ed in several of the Cantons, yet they do not appear 
in that demoralizing form which exists in France and 
England. Each peasant exercises his art in his own 
cottage, and his leisure hours are employed in cultivat- 
ing his beautiful garden. f The jewelleiy and \yatches 
which are so much prized as female ornaincnts all over 
Europe, are made l)y little freeholdc'rs in tlie valleys 
of the Jura. Even the manufactures w’liich retpiirc 
a combination of hands, are conducted by persons in 
the same situation : and the workmen, who have been 
engaged in the formation of the brilliant chintzes oi' 
Zurich and Soleure, retire iii the evening to the gar- 
dens tliat- surround their separate dwellings.^ 

A vast population is to be found in Sw'itzerlami, 
existing along with the utmost well-being of the pea- 
santry. “ The environs of Zurich,” says Mr Coxe, 
“ for the mild* beauties of Natui’e and the w'ell-beirig 
of the peasantry, is not suepassed by any spot on the 
habitable globe.” |j Yet the density of the popxilation 

Coxe, i. |). 82~101s f Raymond. J (soxe, ii. 101- 

§ Ebcl, Manuel de Voyagour. |j Coxe; and personal observation 
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in this district is niiequalled in any part of Europe. 
The inhabitants are exceedingly industrious. *l''liere 
are in the uhole Canton 217,000 acres in grain, 
4'2,000 in vineyards, and 10.3,000 in forests; and it 
contains 175,000 souls, which is aliout an individual 
to every 2^ acres, — a degree of density exceeding that 
of Ireland, where, foi’ 26,000,000 arable acres, there 
are 8,OOO,0OO inhabitants. * You will look in vain, 
hou'ever, for the nii.sery of Ireland on the bfinks of 
the Lake of Zurich. Indi.<^ence is nowhere to be 
found. ^Vherever you turn your eyes, smiling cottages 
u'itli green u indows and u itite walls are alone to be 
seen, balf-ronccaled by the luxuriant frr.it trees that 
surround tbeiu, or glittering in tlie sunny margin of 
the lake. , Considering how large a projiortioii of the 
canton is rock or forest, tlii.s jiojinlation is cnornions. 
In five, jiarislie.s on the borders of the lake, there are 
8498 soul-s, and they contain only 6050 acres of ar- 
able laud, 3407 of [lasfure, and 698 of vines, or 
scarcely coi r/cre and a qnarfer to each individual ^ — 
a degree of density surpassing that of any other part 
of Eurojie. Y'ct there is nowhere to be seen such an. 
extraordinary degree of comfort among the peasautry.| 
'Jlie canton of Appenzel contains 49,000 souls, a pro- 
digious number, coilsidei’ing that the greatt*r partjaf 
it is inaccessible rocks. The whole valleys both in that 
canton and in Lucerne are a continued village, being 
thickly strewed with excellent cottages. § 

YVithout doubt, distress exists to a certain extent 
ill Switzerland, and*a failure of their ordinary means 
of .subsistence, among a people so little within the 

• Coxc, Vol. i..7e. t thid- '• ‘f*"'- t O'W/ 

Ibid. i. p. 104, and i. i>. 100, I07j and personal observation. 
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reach of commercial assistance, producesVeiy general 
suffering. But tliat tlie condition of the people is, 
upon the whole, eminently prosperous, and that the 
density of the population has not hitherto had any 
prejudicial effect upon their social condition, has been 
attested by every traveller, and is open to every per- 
son’s observation. 

The political state of the country sufficiently ex- 
plains the causes of tlio extraordinary degree of pub- 
lic prosperity which is conspicuons in its -inhabitants; 

Switzerland is tlie land of j)easants. W^ith a very 
few excei)tions, the whole country is cultivated by the 
pro\vnetorH of the .soil, 'raxation is extremely mild, 
and the pul)lic exi)enditure is watched in every can- 
ton with the most jealous eye.* No rai)acjous land- 
lord or steward, as in the Irish plains ; no grinding 
tax-gatherer, as in tlie French monarchy, prior to the 
Revolution, — is at hand to wring from the peasant 
nine-tentlis of w’hat he has gained- for the service of 
his needy superiors : wdiatcver he earns, he earns for 
himself and his family, and transmits in peace to his 
posterity. The national defence is almost entirely 
conducted by a militia, in which every nian cajiable 
of bearing arms is obliged' to serve. This duty is 
highly pVized by the younger part of tlie peasantry, 
arid inspire.s them with the most animating ideas of 
their owni independence. Education is very gene- 
rally diffused ; almost every village has its school- 
master, who is maintained by government ; and it is 
extremely rare to see a peusant who is not instructed 
in reading and W'riting. j The information prevalent 

•'iUoore’s View, i. €oxc, Hi. (iC, 67- ii. 306, 
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among the people is often extraordinary. Amidst the 
sequestered forests of the Upper Vallais, Mr Coxe 
met a peasant who was intiniately acquainted with 
the whole circumstances of the American war and 
at Geneva, it is not unusual to see mechanics, in tlie 
intervals of their labour, studying Newton and Mon- 
tesquieu. f III the democratic cantons, 'every male 
above twcfity-one has a vote in public alfairs ;i and 
in those which are aristocratical, though oppressk)n 
is occasionqlly complained of, yet, upon the whole, 
the fruits of industry and the enjoyments of jiro- 
perty are eHectually secured.^i l"lie eifect of these 
concurring causes has been, that liabits of foresight, 
ijidustry, and frugality, have been universally diniised 
through the country ; and along witli the cultivatiou 
which lias peopled the land, have been developed the 
habits and desires which regulate its increase. Nor 
has the public tranquillity been ever disturbed by the 
jirivileges which tlie people enjoy ; on the contrary, 
tliey are more ardently attached to old institutions 
tlian any of their neighbours ; and the love of cliange 
has in every age found in tliein fewer advocates than 
in any other part of Europe. j| 

It is the iiilluence of these favourable political cir- 
cumstances, not any peculiarities in their (;^>nntry or 
physical situation, which has occasioned tlie prosfie- 
rous conditions of the Swiss peasantry. Wfierever their 
political situation is diflerent, the aspect of the popu- 
lation is diametrically opposite. The authority of the 
Abbot of Engelberg is nearly absolute over iiis diminu- 
tive territory at the foot of Mount Titlis. Unlike their 

neighbours in the forest cantons, tiie vassals of tlie 

# 

Coxo, ii. 97. f Moore’s View, L o39. } Plantu’s Hist. ii. 285. 

0 Moore, i. 339. ij Pljinta’s Hist. i. 23 i. Coxe, ii. 217. 
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abbey are poor and indolent.* The Italian Bailiwicks 
have no share in the representative government of the 
country ; they are the subjects, not the members of the 
Swiss confedera^.f Freedom has never pi*evailed in 
those beautiful districts, wdiere the riches of Nature 
are poured out ivith so unsparing a hand.f The con- 
sequence is that they are indigent and miserable. Iii 
the heart of the boundless luxuriance of Nature, amidst 
sunny slopes and chesnut groves, the aspect of the po- 
pulation is that of want and suffering.^ Tlie travel- 
ler, acciEstomed to the ()piilence and independence of 
the Svvdss peasantry, shudders when he hears the in- 
habitants of these delightful vallej'^s exclajm, “ A^oii 
ho niente qua la mia povera mi.seria,"’ and crouch for 
alms from every passenger, whom they W'ould not 
scruple to murder, if it coe.kl he done w’itir impunity 
to themseh'es.|j Returning from the treliised vine- 
yards, and chesnut forests of the Tessino, he rapasses 
with pleasure the snowy summit of tin; St Golhard, 
where, amidst tin; sterile mountains of (Jri and Undei- 
walden, a nobler sjdrithas been mused, and more vir- 
tuous habits prevail, from the influence of freedom on 
the charactcu' of the {leople. 

III. — Fi.andkus and Hoi.i.and. 

/ •* 

‘As if to demonstrate that tlie welfare of man- 
kind is not oiving to any peculiarities of soil, climate, 
and physical situation, but dejjends on tin? political 
iustitiitions wfiich prevail amongst them, the people 
of Europe w’ho approach nearest to the inhabitants of 
tlie Swiss inountains are the natives of the level plains 
oi' Flanders. The free spirit and mild gov^ernnicnt 

• V'oxt * ii t llm^- ji* 321 . | Pljintu, ii- 10/ 

Elu l, 1 . 11 IbicL ; an/1 personal (>l>servali/>»i 

•i 
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of the old Burgundian provinces has produced its 
usilal effect upon the character of the people, and the 
principle of population ; industry prevails and wealth 
has been accumulated ; whilst the increase of the peo- 
ple has been restrained within the bounds which the 
cii’cumstances of society require. 

In every part of Flanders the rural scene presents 
the most agreeable objects : fields covered by fruitful • 
crops, meadows feeding numerous herds, neat aiid 
commodious farm-houses, set singly or in groujis, vil- 
lages embowered with trees, and divided from each 
other by small intervals.* The bounty of nature is 
diffused pi decent competence through the multitude 
that inhabits it, and the wholesome fare and neat 
dwellings of the labourer, attest that he receives his 
share of the riches with which nature crowns his 
fields.f A v'ast population is diffused through the 
country, each of whom finds iu tlie produce of his lit- 
tle farm, or in the manual labour which the husband- 
ry of his neighbour requires, the means of abundant 
livelihood. t- The distinguishing features of the coun- 
try are, the industry and riches of the inhabitants, the 
number, magnitude, and population of the cities, and 
the unrivalled perfection to which the cultivation of 
the soil has been carried.^ Commerce am^ manufac- 
tures have shared in the vicissitudes of political affiTirs, 
and the industry of the cities is in most places on the 
decline ; but agriculturi! is undecayed, and in its <fif- 
ferent branches the numerous inhabitants find tlie 
means of a *omfortable maintenance. || 

* Shaw’s Netlierlands, p. 73. A^ric. Rc]), Vol. i. ; anti ])crscnal oI)« 
^iTA'atioii. 

t Sliaw's Ni?tlicrlaii(ls, p. 7 4. t Ibid. p. 83. # 

§ MarshalFs Travcds, ii. 03. 11 Ibid, }>. li. ()i>, Siuiw, p. 32. 
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Farms are genei'ally small, seldom exceeding twenty 
or thirty acres, and often not amounting to one-third 
of that size.* The horticultural system of husbandry 
universally prevails, and the whole country in many 
places resembles a vast kitchen-garden, in which ma- 
nual labour is unsparingly employed. The food and 
clothing of -the jjeasantry is sub.stantial, and the fare 
' of the middling ranks is often superior to that of the 
English gentry.f 

The aspect of the population is not less , remarkable 
in the provinces of Holland. The Dutch peasantry 
everywhere exhibit the most striking marks of indus- 
try, frugality, and cleanliness : their imiilements of 
husbandry, cattle, hedges, roads, and houses, bespeak 
the riches and comfort of their possessors, y “ Passing 
from Westphalia into the United Provinces,” says 
Reisbeck, “ is like going from a pig-stj*e into a garden : 
nothing can exceed the industry, frugality, and com- 
fort of the peojile in the midst of the greatest physical 
disadvantages.”^ Even at the present time, when the 
channels of commerce have changed, and the oppression 
of Napoleon had for so many y^ears ruined the indus- 
try of its commercial cities, and exhausted the wealth 
of their inhabitants, the neatness and comfort of the 
country a,stonishes every traveller. In tlie long line of 
villages and detached houses, which are adjacent to 
the road, you look in vain for a broken tile, and the 
dft’ellings of the peasantry form a model for the orna- 
mented cottages of the English nobility^ || 

The prosperous condition and vast pophlation of the 
Netherlands are sufficiently explained by the fertility of 
the soil, and leniency of the government under which 

Siiaw, 08. f Voii/ig’.'S Travels, ii. yf) ; and personal observation- 

t Miinsiiall, i. 100. \\ Iteisbeck, iii. 3;>4. 1| Personal oltservation. 
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they have loug been placed. The great charter of the li- 
berties of Brabant, in former times, was t\\ejoyeuseen- 
tre, which was a solemn compact between the king and 
people, in which the latter were absolved from theiralle- 
giance in the event of the foianer violating their privi- 
leges.**^ The rights of the people are there defined in 
the most accurate way, and during a long cfiurse of ages 
their sovereigns of every dynasty governed according* 
to its stipulations. Universally the states possess riie 
power of le.vying taxes and granting subsidies, and the 
people are judged by magistrates of their own appoint- 
ment.f These taxes are not arbitrarily imposed, but 
strictly t\,ccordirjg to the fortune of the sxibjects. Per- 
sonal liberty and tiie security of property are efl'ectu- 
ally provided for ; and no edict of the sovereign can 
pass into a law till it is ratified by the council of the 
state, j: With these limited powers the old Dukes of 
Brabant and Burgundy ruled tliese provinces, and 
with such limitations in later times have tlie sove- 
reigns of Spain and Geianany, and still more lately 
of Holland and Belgium, governed.^ Their distance 
fx’om the meti'opoiis of the coxxntries to which they 
have successively belonged, and the danger of exciting 
discontent in sxxch powerful provinces, long acted as 
xi curb on the arbitrary temper of the gov««’nrneats to 
which they were subjected, and hence they have cou- 
tinixed to enjoy their ancieixt pi'ivileges, even when 
foi’ining part of the inhei’itauce of mighty monai’chs, 
who in other parts of their wide dominions have rxxled 
with absoliTte swxxy. || , 

It has been observed by Mr Smith, that, previoixs 
to the Revolxxtion, the taxes of Holland were heavier 


Shaw, p. 186. t Ibid. 164. 

^ Watson’s Philip 11 . Vol. ii, p. 121. 


Ibid. J(i2. 
|! Ibid. 193. 
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than those of any other country in Europe ; * but, 
nevertheless, the industry of the country was not tie- 
pressed. The reason was, that the imposts were levied 
with a strict regard to tlie fortunes of individuals, and 
that no class was exempted from their burdon.f Jn 
this respect tlie taxes of France, anterior to the Revo- 
lution, affoi\led a striking contrast to those of tlu;^ 
'united provinces : for the taille, from which the no- 
blos, soldiers, and clergy were exempted, f fell with 
intolerable sev'erity on the poorer classes,, and being 
levied according to the supjrosed ability of the indiv'i- 
dual, rendered any increase of stock or comfort, an 
immediate signal for an increase of burden.^ Hence 
the inimerous beggars and general indigence of the 
French inonardiy ; while under severer bur' 

dens the inhabitants of Holland exhibite<l all the 
symptoms of general ])rosperity.j| 

The situation of the adjoining provinces, both on 
east and west, atfords decisive evidence, that it was 
the tenor of their political institutions, not any pecu- 
liarities in their physical condition, vidiich occasioned 
the welfare of tlie low countries. “ Near Bouchaine,” 
says Mr Young, “ is the ancient division between the 
French and Flemish husbandry, and the fact is cu- 
rious, yiekling much food to those political specula- 
tions which arise in tlie mind on the contemplation 
of dilTerent governments, that Bouchaine stands but 
a few miles on the Austrian side of the old frontier 
of the kingdom. The line of division between good 
and bad husbandry agrees ^exactly with *the line be- 

^ Wealth of Nations, ii- f Marsliall, i. 19i). 

t Marshall, i. 190. § V'oun^’s Travels. 

i| Mhrsliall, i. p. 191. 
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tween old France and Flanders. Tlie conquests of 
tl)te Frenclij indeed, have pushed their dominions much 
farther : but this has not obliterated old distinctions, 
and it is most curious to see, that tlie merit of inis- 
bandry forms to this day a line clearly traced, be- 
tween the despotism of JFrcmcCy which depressed agru 
cidture^ and the free spirit of the Burgundian pro- 
vinces^ tvhich cherished and protected it, Tlie distinc- 
tion is certainly not owing to the soil, for tlicre camiot 
be a finer plain- tlian that which extends from Flanders 
to Orleans ; a deep rich loam, capable of being applied 
to all the purposes of the Flemish hiisbaiidiy, but lying 
under t^ie unprofitable neglect of oi)eii ficids, and dis- 
graced by the execrable system of fallowing,”'^ Tiie 
agricultural distinction here pointed out by IMr Young, 
is in a great measure owing to the difierence in the 
political condition of the two countries; for tlie fallows 
of France are unavoidable in a country vvlicre tiie 
peasantry are too poor to consume animal food ; wliile 
the garden husbandry of Flanders has sjiruiig from 
the opulence of the labouring classes, which has opened 
to the cultivator an inexhaustible market for tine varied 


produce of the soil. 

On the other side, lietween Inege and Aix La Clia- 
pelle, is the divisLoii between the ecclesiastical states 
of Cologne and the provinces of h'laiiders : and the 
line is not less clearly marked between the despotic 
government of the Electorate, and the freedom of the 
Flemish jirovinces. After traversing tlie open fields, 
and regretting the scanty and indigent population of 
tlie Electorate, the traveller surveys with deliglit the 
green fields, smiling cottages, and innumerable vil- 
lages of tile tei-ritory of Liege, j 


Youn^*, i. 


|- obstM vation . 
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The examples of Switzerland and the Netherlands 
ai'e peculiarly valuable, because they afford speciineiis 
of public felicity combined with the greatest degree of 
density in the popidation. The population of Flanders 
amounts to 507 the square mile, and that of Holland 
to 284 : the Pays de Vaud contains 658, and the arable 
territory of Zurich 692 : wliereas France contains 214 
and Great Britain 270.* The progress of population, 
therefore, affords no reason to anticipate an increase 
in the misery of the jieople, when it is accompanied 
by the political advantages which develope the limita- 
tions to its advance. Ilumanity would have no cause 
to regret an increase of the numbers of the species 
which should cover the plains of the world u ith the 
husbandry of Flanders, or its mountains with the pea- 
santry of Switzei'land. 

IV. — SwiiDicN AND Norway. 

The condition of the jieople in the Scandinavian 
peninsula, now happily united under one govern- 
ment, is in the highest degree iirosjierous and happy. 
“ If you enter a Swedish cottage, it is with pleasure,” 
says Catteau, “ that you see the person that inhabits 
it. His food is simple, but sxibstantial : li is clothes, 
though coarse, are warm, and in. good order: his 
dwelling, though rude, is clean and comfortable.” f 
You may traverse Sweden from one end to the other 
without meeting with a single beggar, or entering 
one house where the inmates exhibit the airpearance 
of hopeless indigence. | Ev.en in the renYotest parts 
of the country the symirtoms of general comfort are 

^ ITui^boldt, ±i. 58 ; and Stat. Mag*., i. 194 ; and Alnjanat k de Oo- 
tJiii, 1835. 

t Catteau, ^^13. \\. Clarke’s Travels, x* p. IT:^. 
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to be found. * In Finland, and round the whole 
shores of the Gulf of Bothnia, they live iu the most 
comfortable manner. Contentment and plenty are to 
be found in all their dwellings ; and there isi a clieer- 
fulness and activity in their manner which indicates 
that they are perfectly happy, f If they liave more 
tinoney than they have immediate use for, they lay it 
up, or convert it into some costly article of furniture. 
Hence the traveller is daily astonislied at the pieces 
of plate or* other expensive moveables wliich he finds 
in their cottag'es. i ]\Iilk, butter, cheese, and dried 
fish lire everywliere to be had in jilenty ; and it is 
Ireipiently ufith difficulty that the peasantry can be 
prevailed upon to accept any thing in return for the 
comfortable fare which they have furnished to the 
travcller.^i 

Aljundancc and contentment reign in all the dwel- 
lings of the Lajrlanders. Every cottage has a num- 
ber of* cows attached to it, which furnish milk and 
butter in abundance, and such a store of dried fish as 
not only suffices for their own use, hut yields a consi- 
derable surplus for cxportation.il The bountiful hand 
of Nature has given them rich pastures which need 
no cultivation ; and above all, says Acerbi, the land 
on Avhicli they treild can call their own. 'I'li^re is 
no master to trouble them, or ins})ire them witli fear 
or apprehension.^! 

“ The peasantry in Norway are all well fed, clothed, 
andlodged^and appear to possess,”.says Coxe, “more of 
the comforts and conveirtences of life than I have seen 
in the course of my Navels, excejiting in some parts 

* Clarke’s iPravels, x. p. f IbirL x. Marshijl, iii. (kj, 

i Aeerbi, i. 121. § Ibid. ii. lOli. || Ibid. Ibid. 
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of Switzerland.”*' A traveller must be blind who does 
not instantly perceive the difference between the free 
peasants of Norway, and t!ie enslaved vassals of Den- 
mark, though forming so long part of the same go- 
vernment.f Their dress, appearance, and manner, as 
well as the structure of their dwellings, and the sub- 
lime features of the sceneiy in which they live, fre-, 
quently reminded me, says Clarke, of the Swiss pea- 
sarftry; to whom they are novvdse inferior, either in 
personal comfort, or the feeling of iudependence.;|: 
Population, notwitiistanding the universal subdiri- 
of landed {trojiert)'^,^ advances with very slow steps 
in Sweden and Norway. In Norway the prt>i)ortion 
of marriages to the subsisting ])opulation is as 1 to 
130; in Sweden as 1 to 110. |j The population of 
Sweden, in 1T51, was S, 290, 000 ; and in 1772, 
2,.584,000 ;*|| and in 1840 about 3,000,000,** Bu,t it is 
the want of roads and internal communication which i.s 
the sole cause of this slow increase, as Scandinavia 
certainly rniglit maintain four titnes its present num- 
ber of inhabitants ;ff and at tlie taking of Constanti- 
nople, in 1448, contained 1,800,000 lighting men, or 
above 7,000,000 of souls.^ t It has been found by ex- 
perience, that where there is a siiflicient demand for 
thei^' labou^ they multiply as fast as l-ould be wished. jio 
7’Iie political coiidition of the people readily explains 
the cause of their eminently prosperous circumstances. 
From the earliest periods a great degree of freedom 

* Coxe, V. 10. f Ibid. v. 10-11, J Clarke, x. *131, 1.53,4-18. 

(\ Marshall, iii. 01. Accrbi.ii. MG. 

II 1’ooke's Russia, ii. 1 IG. K CatHau, 209. 

** Brciiincr's and Norway, i. 2 ; and vStat. Mag. ii. 104 ; 

and Make Pa nn, viii. 5G5. 

ft i-attoau, 237. JJ. Gibbon, Vol. xii. 217. Marshall, iii- 43. 
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4ias subsisted both i n Sw'eden and N or way.* The houses 
of in the former kingdom have long formed 

a. bulvrark against the encroachments of sovereign 
power ; and the privileges of the people have not been 
confined to mere forms, but have extended to those 
particulars which most nearly concern their habits 
and Avelfare. The peasantry are composed of three 
classes; tile tenants of the king, of the nobles, and those’ 
Avho hold lands in property under the crown, so Idng 
as they pa}? tlielr fixed rents, from which last class the 
house of cultivators is elected. f The peasants of the 
crown liave a right to purchase u]> their rents and 
convert them into taxed lands, that is, into freeholds 
l)ur<lenod with a certain annual duty.j In practice 
almost all the farmers of the country possess lands 
qf their own ; it is ('Xtreinely rare to see a house which 
has not a garden and pasture land attached to it.^ 
This is the great cause of the superior comfort of tiie 
Swedish to the English peasantry ; for the little pieces 
of land, and the shares of the wastes which are at- 
tached to each cottage, are of infinite service in the 
maintenance of a family, and they are in general most 
carefully and industriously cultivated. || In Finland 
and Lapland every peasant is tlie pi-oprietor of the 
laud on which his house stands, and of a 'little t^-rri- 
tory around it ; which in I'crnote situations extends to 
tlie distance of six miles in every direction.^j Round 
the whole shoi'es of the gulf of Bothnia, the country 
is in the hands of a series of little freeholders, who, in 
comfort and opulence, are inferior to none in the ha- 
bitable globe.** 

* Catteau, 1*^9. Coxo, v, 10. f Catteau, 243. t Ihitl, J 10. 

6 Acerbi, i. MarsJial], iii. 91. Catteau, 247 

!1 ( ’atteau, iii. 93. Maltc* limn, viii. .520, .522. 

^ vXeerbi, ii. I (Hi, ( -UirlvC, x. p. 498. 
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The condition of property is nearly the same in- 
Norway. Excepting on a few estates the peasantry 
are all free, and on these the proprietor loses his pri- 
vileges if he ceases to reside among his people.* 
Landed property is extremely svhdividedy and the in- 
dustry with wliich the peasants cultivate their little 
domains, is in the highest degree adniirable.f The 
‘precarious tenure by which Denmark held possession 
of ‘Norway, has compelled the government to respect 
the privileges of the people, even in opposition to its 
usual maxims ; and hence its liberties have been pre- 
served, though it has so long formed part of a despo- 
tic country.]: 

Education is perhaps more generall)'’ diirused 
throughout Sweden than in any other country of h]u- 
rope ; the peasantry are not only taught to lead and 
write, but are acquainted with the leading facts in the 
history of their country.^ “ There is no country in 
Europe,” sa3^s Acerbi, “ where education is so general- 
ly diffused as in Sweden, excepting, perhaps, Geneva! 
and Scotland ; the jieasantry put questions to us 
vvdiich prove that thej'^ were greatly superior both in 
understanding and intelligence to a similar class in 
other states.”|| Ail the peaAintry are enrolled and 
exercised hi the national militia, -which contributes 

4' 

much to support the free and independent spirit by 
which they are distinguished. Every soldier in t!ie 
regular army has a house and piece of land annexed to 
his station ;^| and hence regularity and good conduct 
characterize even those classes in which profligacy is 
usually most consjiicuous. In the u'ar against Russia 

( ’(jxCj V. 10. t Clarke, x. p. Coxe, v. 10. 

Ciitt.eiiu, ‘243. Coxe, V. 11. ([ Acerbi, i. I. 

Coxo, V. ](). Catteaii, 247. 
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iji Finland in 1809, every soldier had a Bible in his 
knalpsack. 

In consequence of thefee favourable circumstances, 
the usual limitations to the principle of population 
have been strongly developed both in Norway and 
Sweden, and the country rather suffers from a want 
of hands, than feels the burden of redurfdant num- 
bers.^ JVQne of the children will ever brook the idea 
of living worse than their parents did before thenf^\ 
and the pride of* superior condition and the habits of 
foresight which jirevail, supiily the place of those ar- 
tificial wants which are generally found to be the most 
effectual limitations to the principle of increase. 

The population of Scandinavia is very thinly scat- 
tered over the soil ; in Sweden it amounts only to 
14 the scjuare mile, and in Norway to 94 Public 
happiness, howet'er, is not affected by this circum- 
stance, *any more than the physical situation of the 
country it is to be found alike amidst the thick set 
vineyards of Zurich, or the crowded plains of the 
Netherlands, as the solitary forests of Norway, or the 
sequestered lakes of Finland. It is government and 
the state of property which i>ermaneiitly affect the con- 
dition of mankind ; it is this cause which has in these 
remote countries copiiterbalanced all the ck’sadvan- 
tages of a severe climate and a sterile soil ; and which 
may put so many southern states to tlie blush for the 
great capabilities of improvement which they have ne- 
glected, and the unbounded gifts of Nature which they 
have misappli'ftd. 

* Marshall, iii. 43. t iii. 44, and Stat. Mag*, i. 194. 

t Malte Brun, viii. 563 and 501. 

vor. I. 


K c 



434 . PKINCIPtE OI' iNCllEASE 

V. — Russia. 

Placed under the same latitude, and sprung dri- 
giually from the same parent stock, the people of 
Russia exhibit as marked a contrast to those of Scan- 
dinavia as is to be found in the whole extent of the 
habitable globe. Without adopting the position of an 
intelligent modern traveller, that the frontier between 
Sweden and Russia marks the line between the ex- 
tremes of freedom and slavery, of civilisation and 
barbarism,* it may safely be affirmed-, tha^t the condi- 
tion and habits of the people in the two countries 
afford the most striking proof of the influence of govern- 
ment upon the character and happiness of mankind. 

Over the wide extent of the Russian territory, the 
desires of the peasantry {xre few, and they seldom feel 
the want of the actual necessaries of life. The Rus- 
sian boor has a single instrutnent, an*axe, with which 
he performs all his operations ; fells his trees, con- 
structs his dwelling, and makes his furniturQ.f The 
movables of his cottage, as might be expected from 
such implements, are simple in the extreme ; a rude 
table and benches, a few plates, basons, and spoons, all 
of wood, and generally an earthen pot for cooking the 
victuals of the family4 Their houses are for the 
most par#, roomy and in tolerable repair ; their cloth- 
ing coarse, but warm and substantial, consisting gene- 
rally of a sheep skin with the wool turned in, and san- 
dals made of birch boughs ; and they have the look of 
being well fed. f 

Every peasant procures^ a grant of laud, consisting 
usually of 30 or 40 acres, from his lord, which is 

• Clarke, xi. p. aT-t. -|- Tooke. J Clarke,!. 170. 

§ Ibid. i. 170. Heber’s MS. Ibid. 
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amply sufficient to furnish subsistence for liiihself and 
his •family.^ Being entirely dependent, however, on 
the will of their landloi’ds, their situation is in the 
highest degree variable. Their state is incompa- 
rably the best on the crown lands, and among the 
nobles those are most prosperous who are j>laced on 
the estates of the higher classes.f Among the lower 
ranks of landed proprietors, the condition is often ab- 
ject and miserable.]: Traversing the country sou4h 

of Moscow,” says Clarke, “ it is as the garden of Eden, 
a fine soil, covered with corn, and apparently smiling 
in plenty. Enter the cottage of the labourer, and you 
find him, though surrounded with these riches, often in 
want of the necessaries of life. Extensive pastures 
often furnish no milk to him ; in autumn the harvest 
affords nd bread to his children ; every road is cover- 
ed with caravans bringing the produce of the soil to 
the lorfls of Petersburg and Moscow, while the cul- 
tivators ^who raised it are in want of the necessaries 
of lifer § 

That the peasantry, nevertheless, have, generally 
speaking, an ample supply of the necessaries of life, 
however destitute they may be of its conveniences, is 
sufficiently demonstrated Jjy the increase of the popula- 
tion. Over the tvhole emjnre it douhles in^fi^rfij-nine 
years : the proportion of the births ter the death! is 
as 225 to 100, and the marriages to the subsisting po- 
pulation as 1 to 46, while in Norway it is as 1 to 130, 
and in Sweden as 1 to 110.|| In the great cities, how- 
ever, the progress of artificial ^vants has had its usual 
effects upon the rate of increase : there the marriages 

" Clarke, i. 220-224, t Ibkl. i. 224. t Ibid. $ Tl)i(L i. 226, 226. 

ii Tooke’s Russia, ii. 146, and ii. 262. 
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are to tHe numbers as 1 to 70.* The boors have ge- 
nerally very large families, frequently not less than 
twelve or fifteen children : but of these often not 
more than one-fourtlt arrive at maturity ; a cala- 
mity mainly owing to the extraordinary mortality 
among the children of the peasantry, of which the in- 
structions of Catherine make especial mention.f Ar- 
* tificial wants being unknown, and the means of sub- 
sistence in the vast territory of Russia abundant, the 
progress of population is limited only by the impossi- 
bility of rearing additional numbers. 

By law all the peasantry of Russia are slaves : they 
can hold no real property ; their cliildren belong to 
the lord of the soil : they cannot remove or change 
their occupation without his consent : theyare sold 
with the land, or maybe disposed of without it like any 
other movable possession.:]: Next above the boors are 
the free j^easants, who are allowed to hold re'al pro- 
perty but are limited in some particulars.^ Tiw colonics 
are for the most part free, or held by the tenure of 
military service, and among them inilustry and popu- 
lation are advancing with very rapid strides. jj There 
is a wide difference between the condition of the 
peasantry on the lands of tlie crown, and of the no- 
bility.^] The former,” says Heber, “ are, compara- 
tivHy speaking, in easy circumstances : their obrock 
or rent is never raised, being fixed at five rubles a 
head, and consequently they are very industrious. 
The peasants again belonging to the nobility have 
their obrock raised in an arbitrary manner, according 

t 

^ Tooko's Russia, ii, 14(). t iii. 308. 

I Tooke, B, IV, (’. L Coxc, iii. 181. § Ibid. Tookc. 

1! Tooke, Ibid. 1i Ibid. , 
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to their means of getting money, which operates as a 
direct tax on industry.”* If they exercise a lucrative 
profession, the smallest earnings are subject to this 
oppressive burden, and as everything the peasant ac- 
quires belongs to his lord, there is no legal limit to 
these exactibns.f Hence the necessity under which 
the slaves in mechanical trades experienct? of conceal- 
ing the amount of their gains r'l and the absence of 
the proprietor in the country is often as prtjudicial*as 
his j)resenc(j in the cities, as he knows nothing of his 
peasantry excepting the tax which is remitted from 
their labour.^ The obrock paid by the peasants of 
the nobility is usually fixed at ten rubles annually, as 
a commutation for personal service : but it is freipient- 
ly raised in the most arbitrary manner. || By strict 
law each* peasant is bound to w'ork three days in the 
week for his lord : but mutual advantage in general 
leads (o a relaxation of this rule, ^uul hence tlie cus- 
tom of paying an obrock or annual rent as the price 
of working on liis owni account.^jj 

The indolence of the Ilussian peasants has fre- 
quently been made the subject of complaint. “ ^V''e 
may assign,” says Clarke, “ a sufficient cause for their 
inactivity : it is nec€Ssiti/.»Cau there exist an incitement 
to industry wlieu if; is known that another will reap 
its fruits ? The only propei'ty which a llussian noble- 
man will allow his peasants to enjoy is the food which 
he himself does not require ; and if the slave has suffi- 
cient ingenuity to make money for himself, it becomes a 
dangerous possession, which, if discovered, is in danger 

* Hebcr in Clarke, i. 170. t Clarke, i, M2, Coxe, iii. IH). 

t Coxe,m, 183. Clarke, i. 00. |j Ibul. 108. ^ Tookt*, iii, 320, 

3 
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of falling into his hands.”* “ When they have an in- 
terest to work,” says Heber, “ they hy no means want 
industry, and have just the same wish for luxuries as 
other people. Great proprietors, such as Count Schere- 
metoff, who never raise their obrock, have very rich 
and prosperous peasants : and the industrf' of those on 
the crown ‘lands is, for the reason already stated, al- 
‘ ways conspicuous.”! 

•In the hands of a benevolent proprietor, however, 
the slavery of Russia is productive of miich benefit.:! 
The master is bound to furnish the slave with a house 
and a piece of land : the aged are provided with food 
and raiment at the owner’s expense. If landlords 
were all just and humane men, no better system, in 
the circumstances of the country, could be devised : it 
is the fatal prevalence of injustice and selfishness vrhich 
makes it productive of such injurious effects.^ To 
such an extent is the dread of exaction carried, that 
it is not unusual for the peasants to hide thejr acqui- 
sition, and even hury it in the ground ; a custom pre- 
valent all over the east, where property is seldom se- 
cure from arbitrary violence. j| 

While such is the general condition of the Russian 
peojile, their situation in some particular places, under 
the influence of more favourable political institutions, 
exHibits ^a striking contrast, and indicates the capa- 
bility of public happiness, which, under a more liberal 
system, the whole Russian people might enjoy. “ The 
first regular establishment of the 3£alo-RtMsians,'' 
says Clarke, “ was at Locqva Sloboda ; nnd it is dif- 
ficult to conceive a more complete contrast than they 

* Clarke, i. 171. t Heber. Clarke, i. 170. J Coxe, iii. IB3. 

§ Heber. (U'lrke, i. 00, and 170. jj Coxe, iii. 'i 8.3. 
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afford to the other inhabitants of the empire. Their 
holises were white-washed like the cottages in South 
Wales ; and such cleanliness prevailed, that the tra- 
veller might conceive himself transported from Russia 
to Holland. Their stables, court-yards, and out-houses, 
everything, in short, that they had, indicated industry 
and neatness. They had abundance of •poultry and 
cattle ; tlmir dress was neat and comfortable ; their 
little gardens filled with fruit trees ; in short, their 
cottages had a ‘Welsh exterior and Norwegian inte- 
rior*, and the gardens and out-houses of the English 
peasantry.” * Throughout the wliole country, the 
same appearances were observable : everywhere clean- 
liness and comfort prevailed. If happiness could be 
found under the Russian government, it might be said 
to have* its residence at Dobrinlca, a peaceable and 
healthy spot, full of neat small cottages, tenanted by 
a healthy and contented society. They live in the 
greatesj; tranquillity, removed from all the spies, tax- 
gatherers, police officers, and other despots of the 
country. The Malo-Russians, with their numerous 
families, seated on the ground in cii’cles round their 
neat little habitations, eating their supi)er, and ail 
merry and contented together, afford a picture of con- 
tentment and peace rarely to be found in t^e Russian 
territories, t 

Vassalage is almost unknown in this part of Kus- 
sia : nearly the whole country is in the hands of Utile 
proprietors, who are free, and cultivate Umr oiini do~ 
mains. | ‘'•Almost all the farmers ai‘e proprietors of 
their farms,” says Marshall, “ with ten times the free- 

Clarke, i. 217. f Ibid* i, 22.!>. t Marshall, iii. 220. 
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dom I have seen elsewhere in Russia. * The old in- 
habitants, prior to the Russian conquest, were fr^e, 
and property was very much subdivided among them ; 
and though some of the nobility have ribw got vassals, 
yet, fortunately, the old state of things generally con- 
tinues.” t “ The cultivation is generally admirable, 
rivalling tlu^, far-famed Flemish husbandry : but this 
.is only among the free peasants ; for where the land 
is ip the hands of the nobles, it is neither so well cul- 
tivated, nor so fully peopled as in tlfe> little freeholds 
which surround ttieir estates ; a clear proof that ihe 
good cultivation of the Ukraine is owing to the pea- 
sants heing free, and proprietors of the land they cul- 
tivate ; for slavery is utterly inconsistent with a flou- 
lishing husbandry.’’^; 

“ Freedom,” says Clarke, “ is to be fourid in its 
fullest extent among the Cossacks ; and nothing con- 
tributes so much to augment and improve their cblony. 
Surrounded by systems of slavery, they exhjbit the 
singular sxiectacle of an increasing republic, like a nu- 
cleus putting forth its roots and ramifications in all 
parts of an immense empire.” § Fi'ee as a Cossack 
is a common proverb in Russia, They are exempted 
from taxes, and each village has a certain portion of 
land assigned to it, which is subdivided to every indi- 
vidual man... Their only obligation is to serve in the 
armies, which ceases after twenty-five years, and while 
it lasts, is much moi-e than compensated by their im- 
munity from feudal slavery. They are a bold, gene- 
rous, and kind-hearted people, and their condition in 
a high degree prosperous and comfortable. || 

* Marshall, iii. 171. t Ibid. f Ibid. 176. 

Clarke, i. 286. )| Porter’s Travels,!. 73-1 94. y Clarke, i- 3!>3. 
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The Russian empire exhibits, with these few excep- 
tions, Ihe spectacle of a vast and growing population, 
destitute of artificial wants, and surrounded by an unli- 
mited profusion ofinere subsistence. No situation more 
favourable to the mere multiplication of mankind can 
be imagined, than that of a country in which the go- 
vernment is sufficiently regular and po^t'erful to se- 
cure to a -certain extent the fruits of industry, and af- 
ford to the labouring classes an ample supply of»the 
necessaries, of life, while it is not so just and free as to 
afford the means of individual elevation, or deveJftpe 
the love of property or the influence of artificial wants 
among the people. In such a situation no motives 
can exist to induce men to resist the impidse to an 
early marriage, because no advantage is to be gained 
by posdiioning it, and population can be restrained 
only by the experienced inability of rearing a family. 
Durifig the first stages of society, and before the 
gi’eate^’ part of tlie surface of the country is occupied, 
the human race, under a tolerable feudal aristocracy, 
may advance with great rapidity, and enjoy a certain 
degree of happiness in such political circumstances. 
But when society assumes a complicated form, and 
the corrupting influence; of wealth has been fully felt 
in the higlier clas.ses, the misery and thm danger of 
such degradation in the lower will be fBlly exjierien- 
ced. Then it is that “ wealth accumiilates and men 
decay that the labouring classes fall into a state of 
abject dependence on their superiors : and that the 
fortunes off the state, being sustained by no .perennial 
flow of virtue and energy from the middling ranks, 
gradually sink into obscurity. Then the pressure of 
population* uj)on the means of subsistence begins to be 
severely felt, in consequence of the absence of all those 
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iiluitatlons upon its increase which the progress of 
freedom and intelligence bring into operation. To ‘all 
these complicated evils Russia will unquestionably be 
a victim, if she does not, when the period arrives when 
it can be done with safety, gradually emancipate her 
people from the ruinous state of domestic vassalage : 
and it is some consolation to the lovers of freedom tore- 
fleet, that this vast empire will surely experience the 
difficulties and the weakness incident to the old age of 
nations, unless she adopts the liberal institutions, and 
gives her subjects the general liberty, which are now 
thought to be threatened by her preponderance in the 
European commonwealth. 

VI. — Poland. 

Notwithstanding all the advantages of a' central 
situation, and a fertile soil, the people of Poi.and 
have long been in a more abject state than even in 
the adjoining territories of Russia. In vain are her 
plains fruitful, and her rivers navigable ; her warriors 
valiant, and her women* fascinating ; the choice gifts 
of Providence, both in the riches of Nature, and 
the character of man, have been destroyed by the 
instability of her government, the wildness of her de- 
mocratic iKi'bility, and the servitude of her jicople. In 
every par! oPIier wide and fertile domains the pover- 
ty of the inhabitants is the first circumstance which 
attracts the eye of the traveller. * Dwelling in a 
country which vies with America, in the riches of its 
virgin soil ; employed in the production rff the finest 
agricultural produce for the use of his more fortunate 
neighbours, the Polish peasant pines in hopeless indi- 

Prddt, Embassadc a Varsovie, 89-98. Marshall, iii. 240. Lii 
Bauiiie, Camp, de 1812, p. 20. 
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geiice in the midst of the rude profusion of a rising 
cultivation. ^ While the waters of the Vistula waft 
splendid wheaten crops to the warehouses of Dantzic 
or Konigsberg, he receives no part of the agricultu- 
ral riches which his labour has produced, but retires 
to his smoky hovel to rear a numerous family upon 
those coarser kinds of grain, which ai’e rejected by the 
inhabitants of more prosperous states.f 

The villages are everywhere the most wretched 
that can be imagined, consisting, for the most part, of 
a rude collection of wooden huts, in which the family 
and the cattle sleep together, with one chimney for 
their common apartment.^ So imperfect is the shel- 
ter they afford from the severity of the climate, that 
even this aperture is closed in the autumnal months, 
and the^inhabitants, during half the year, prefer being 
half-smothered with smoke, to perishing from the cold 
of a Scythian winter. § Miserable as these villages 
are, they are but thinly scattered over the country : 
you may often travel ten miles without beholding a 
single house : and the provinces have the appearance 
of small cultivated spots cut out olT the vast and 
gloomy forests by which they are surrounded. |1 
Throughout the whole country you will look in vain 
for anything approaching to Knglish comfort.*^ 

The abject poverty of the Polish pea'Srtntvy will not 
be a subject of wonder when the multiplied oppres- 
sions to which they are subjected is considered. Sla- 
very is here not less universal and still moi'e rigoi'ous 
than in Rftssia: estates , are valued, as in the West 
Indies, chiefly at the number of serfs Avhich they con- 

* Burnett’s Poland, 90 ^ and Jacob’s Ilepoi t. f Ibid. p. 92. 

^ Marshall, iii. 340. § Burnett, p. 127. 

' 11 Bulhiere, Hist, de Pologne, i. 172-201'. % Coxe, i. 192. 
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tain, and they are transferred to a purchaser like so 
many head of cattle.* This slavery is of great anti- 
quity, and, from the earliest times, was extremely ri- 
gorous : insomuch that the Chancellor Zamoyschi has 
enumerated no less than 100 statutes unfavourable to 
the peasantry. The edicts against peasants leaving 
their masters’ estates without leave are, in an especial 
manner, both numerous and severe, and hence, in a 
greict measure, arises the wretchedness of this class of 
men, who are retained in the place of" thejr nativity 
by the dread of the severest punishment.^ Peasants 
are at the absolute disposal of individuals, and have 
hardly any security either for their properties, or their 
lives : the condition of personal servants is still worse : 
compared with it, the vassalage of the Russian i)ea- 
sants would be deemed absolute freedom.^' ’ • 
Wliere the cultivators are in a state of vassalage 
their poverty is so extreme, that their whole stock in 
husbandry must be furnished by their lord, eyen the 
seed-corn, horses, and implements of agriculture. (| The 
return exacted is abundantly severe ; they are obliged 
to give ui> to ffim in return one-half of the profits of 
their labour. <![ What aggravates tlie misery of their 
situation is, that the exactions, of the landlord are un- 
certain, andtalmostxinlimited in their amount ; the pea- 
sants nevur- ksiow when they have satisfied the demands 
of their masters.** In spite of these multiplied exac- 
tions, the income of the landlord is frequently con- 
temptible, for it is engrossed by the stewards or bai- 
liffs, who are the absolute scourgers of thfc people.ff 
Sometimes the proprietors give small grants of land to 

* Coxe, i. J93. f Ibid. 494. t IWd. 

§ Murshall, iii. 243. |{ Coxe, L 201. 1 Burnett’s Poliuid, 13‘4-l.iO. 
*' Marshall, iii. 243. f f Ibid. 240, 
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their vassals, but few of these grants are more than 
sufficient to keep the people from starving ; and, incon- 
sequence of their precarious condition, few of the i>ea- 
sants improve the little stock which is communicated 
to them. Their conduct, like that of slaves in all 
parts of the world, is marked, for the most part, by 
carelessness and want of foresight.* Yet^some instan- 
ces of frugality and accumulation are beginning to ap* 
pear, especially in the enjranckised parts, anjong 
which Gallicia- is one : for the effect of the partition 
has been, that the people are less liable to be plun- 
dered, f 

In those spots where the people of Poland Lave en- 
joyed any sort of respite from the miseries, slavery, 
and exactions in which their neighbours have been 
involved, they have exhibited the usual industiy and 
frugality of the human species ; and the principle of 
popuiation has been, to a certain degree, regulated by 
reason^ and prudence. During the reign of Bodeslaus 
the chaste, and Casiiniro the great, many Germans 
settled in Poland, who M’ere indulged with the use of 
the German laws, and their descendants still continue 
to enjoy several privileges not possessed by the gene- 
rality of Polish peasants. The good effect of these 
advantages are very visible in their present condition, 
and the habits of their domestic econawy^ theft’ vil- 
lages are better built, their fields better cultivated than 
those which ’ belong to native Poles : they possess 
more cattle, pay their quit-rents with more exactness, 
and, when»compared with the others, are cleaner and 
neater in their persons. f 

Burnet’s View of Poland, 90, 9G. f Ibid, 

t Coxe*.s Trtivels, i. 194. i 
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The low i>opulation of Poland is not owing to any 
prevalence of moral restraint among the people, bat 
to the absolute inability to rear a family, which arises 
from their miserable situation. In the enfranchised 
parts, accordingly, the population has considerably in- 
creased, and the revenues of the estates have increased 
in a treble pi’oportion.* The births on the emancipat- 
ed districts have increased in the proportion of 43 to 
77.tr. In this state of vassalage, the old lord gave them, 
as already observed, cottages, cattle, seed, and barns ; 
but since their liberty, they have increased so much 
in wealth as to be able to furnish themselves with 
these articles, and they likewise cheerfully pay an an- 
nual rent in lieu of their manual labour.i These ef- 
fects are most conspicuous on the estate of Count 
Zamoiski. Yet so deplorable was the ignorance of 
these people, that few when emancipated were at first 
equal to the management of a farm. Even tt^hen 
made free, the condition of the peasants is precari- 
ous : for what one master gives, his successor may 
take away.| But where it has been adopted, the good 
effects of such concession upon the habits of the peo- 
ple are most conspicuous, both in the wealth which 
has accrued to the proprietorfj, and the comfortable 
condition, cpmparatively speaking, of the tenantry .*|| 
lldal frqe(kr''n, however, which the indulgence of a 
master has neither given, nor his caprice can take 
away, is only to be found in the cities. In these se- 
cure asylums, industry, comfort, and population have 
increased ; and though their privileges have been im- 
paired, the burghers still enjoy a great share of li- 
berty.fff It is stated in the Jus Teutonicum, as the 

* Co*e. i. 199-20J. f Ibid. 199. t Ibid. HOl". § Ibid. 

II MaTsball, iii. 258. T Coxe, i. 190. 
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reason of its introduction, that no city could flourish 
uitder the feudal law : and yet it is to this law that 
the inhabitants of the country are still subjected. * 
They would fly for refuge to these asylums of freedom, 
were they not forcibly detained by tlieir landlords. 

The situation of the people in Poland is such, that 
though the principle of population is restrained by no 
prudential views in the individual, the obstaeles to 
the increase of mankind ai’e such as to prevent th« ra- 
pid augmentation of his numbers. The tyranny of 
the aristocracy imposes an invincible barrier, not only 
to the increase of the wealth or the improvement 
of the .condition, but to the multiplication of the 
numbers of mankind. The liuman species pines in 
the midst of the boundless luxuriance of nature, and 
a wildetness appears in scenes where she has been 
most lavish of the moans of life and happiness. Not- 
withstanding the universal level and unbounded id dies 
of thejr soil, the population of Poland is only 110 
to the square mile : a projiGrtion inferior to that of 
almost every other country of central Europe,f and 
not a fourth of what might be comfortably maintained. 

The Polish nobility in their hour of need, have had 
good cause to lament tlie tyranny they have exercised 
over their people. .When the existence of their country 
was at stake in the war which led to jjprtitibn in 
1773, out of 14,000,000 inhabitants they never could 
collect 10,000 men in one hody to oppose the Russian 
invasion, .j: When its restoration was contemplated by 
Napoleon 1812, the misery of the inhabitants was 
such that they could yield no assistance to the armies 
of France ; interest at Warsaw was at 80 per cent. ; 
the greatest families were obliged to borrow, small 

* Coxe, i. 190. t Malte Brun, vi. 071 . t RulLiere, i.273, and passim. 
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sums for their daily food ; no efficient army could be 
raised, notwithstanding the utmost efforts of the do* 
bility ; and the retreating forces of Napoleon, being 
unable to find any support in the country, were obliged 
to relinquish it to .the permanent dominion of Russia.*‘ 
If any thing could reconcile the friends of humanity to 
the iniquitous partition of Poland, it would be the ruin- 
ous opjiressi on and experienced weakness of its ancient 
goWirnmeut. The poet, indeed, may exclaim with ge- 
nerous enthusiasm, “ Sarmatia fell unwept without a 
crime but her national sins were in reality the great- 
est with which humanity is acquainted : universal 
oppression among the rich, insane democratic .equality 
among the inferior electors above six hundred thou- 
sand in number, unmitigated slavery among the 
poor. But for these evils she might still Iiave Meld her 
place in the Book of Life : Kosciusko, like another Fre- 
derick, might have applied the riches, and directed the 
energies of a greater people to the salvation, of his 
country : and, secure in the valour of her sons, and 
the riches of her fields, Poland might have remained 
the bulwark of European freedom against the efl'orts 
of Asiatic power. Perhaps the destruction of her feu- 
dal aristocracy, and republican passions can only be 
, accomplished by the iron grasp of military despotism : 
and if so, per -people may yet have cause to bless that 
melancholy partition which, though it reduced them 
for a time, under the grievous yoke of foreign jiower, 
yet prepared- in the influence of that power, the decay 
of those aristocratic privileges and ungovex-nable pas- 
sions for equality, to which their past misfortunes and 
present humiliation have been owing. 

* ' De Pradt, Eiuhassade a Varsovie, 89 , 90 , bs. 
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Even in the infant state and growing civilisation 
of^the Russian empire^ the strongest examples of the 
importance and effects of the distribution of landed pro- 
perty among thcT poor are to be found ; examples which 
are rendered more striking from the remarkable con- 
trast which they afford to the general situation of the 
surrounding population, to whom sucl^ advantages 
liave been* denied. 

The situation of the peasantry among i\\e M^ikr 
Russians is singularly comfortable. The first regu- 
lar establishinent of these people occurred,” says Clarke, 
at Ltocova Sloboda. The lionses were all white- 
washed, and this operation is perfonned annually, and 
with great care. Such distinguislieii cleanliness ap- 
peared in them that the traveller might fancy himself 
transported at once from Russia to Holland. Their 
court-yards, offices, furniture, all exhibited industry and 
neatne*ss. In their kitchens, instead of the smoky 
hue prevalent in other parts of Russia, all is clean- 
ness, comfort, and opulence. They ha<i poultry and 
plenty of cattle ; their little gardens were filled with 
fruit trees, giving an English character to their hous- 
es, In short, they had a Welsh exterior, a Norwe- 
gian interior, and the out-houses and gardens of the 
English peasantry. .Their dress vv^as neat, sfibstaiUia/, 
and comfortable. ^ ^ The dis^tinctio'S oefrvveen the 

Russians and Malo-Russians wasevery where very strik- 
ing. If happiness could be found under the Russian 
government it might be said to have its residence here. 
The villages ^are full of ne^t little white cottages, te- 
naiiied by a healthy and apparently contented society- 
They live in the greatest tranquillity, removed from all 
the spies, ta^t-gatlierers, and other despots of the c<^un- 
try. We were received everyudiere with a liearty 

^ Clarke, i> 284. 
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welcome and smiling countenances, very different 
from the lowering brows and suspicious eyes to which 
we had formerly been accustomed. The Malo-Rus- 
sians in Dobrinka, with their numerous families, were 
seated on the ground in circles befoi'e their neat little 
habitations, eating their supper ; and being all happy 
and many together, offered a picture of contentment 
*and peace not often found within the Russian terri- 
toz^es.”* 

The state of landed property among a people en- 
joying so great a degree of public and private happi- 
ness is peculiarly interesting and instructive. The 
property in it is very much subdivided ; there are very 
few estates belonging to nobles ; the old inhabitants 
were free, and had much equality among them, and 
fortunately this equality in landed property continues 
under the Russian government. Most of the peasants 
have little pieces of ground, which are their own pro- 
perty, with ten times the liberty that is to be found 
elsewhere in Russia. The government are extremely 
cautious of offending them, from the precarious tenure 
oftheirgovernmont.”f “ Amongthese little freeholders, 
the cultivation is admirable, and xdvals the boasted 
husbandry of Flanders. The greater part of the 
coqntry iS subdivided in this manner. Where it is in 
the hands ot**hobles,’ it is not nearly so well cultivated 
or peopled ; a strong jzroof that the good husbandry 
is owing to the peasants being proprietors of the lands, 
and vassalage almost unknown among them. They 
have, it is true, a noble country, equal in soil to Flan- 
ders ; but I have seen other provinces of that immense 
empire, not at all inferior in natural qualities to this, 

* Clarlie’s Travels, i. sot, 295. 

t Travels in the Ukraine, Vol. iii. p. 171. 
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which ai’e barren wastes : but enslaved peasants are 
utterly incoh8istei#witb a flourishing husbandry.*’* 

In Ijivonia estates are of all sizes, and let out on 
farming leases, as in England. The peasants, though 
not so much at their ease as in free countries, are yet 
not enslaved ; /Aey have pieces of land, tchich sorne 
of them cultivate extremely well ; and many become 
opulent. ‘They have a general appearance of activity 
among them, and ajipear to be very industrions.-j* 

In the provinces of Russia proper the peiisants are in 
very different circumstances, according to the lord on 
whom they depend. They all have a house and some 
land furnished by their lord: but they are compelled 
to i>ay to him an obrok or fixed I’ent. On the crown 
lands, where the obrok is never raised, and the peasants 
are permitted to enjoy their property, the peasants 
are in easy circumstances, and are extremely indus- 
trious. The nobles who pursue the same system as 
Count Sheremetqf have very t*ch and prosperous 
peasants. On their estates the peasants are exceed- 
ingly industrious, and have the same wish for lux~ 
uries as other people : and are withal well fed, cloth- 
ed, and lodged.\ On the estates of the greater part of 
the nobles, however, th5 people are only permitted to 
have the necessaries of life : all superfluity is ^ken 
from’ them: and their land is a precarious possession, 
without the advantages of property, yielding only a 
present existence. These poor people live, in conse- 
quence, in the most dependent and miserable state. 
Surrounded Tby riches, they are too often dying of hun- 
ger, pining from bad food, or suffering all the misery 

* Travels inttbe Ukraine, Vol. iii. p. 176. 

+ Marshairs Travels, Vol. iii, p. 229. 

t Heber’s MS. Clarke’s Travels, Vol. i. p. 220, 221. 
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of poverty.* They are reproached with inactivity : but 
what motive for exertion can the^fciave, when wlfiit- 
ever they gain may be seized by a mercenary or rapa- 
cious master. Where they are permitted the safe en- 
joyment of property, no people are more active or in- 
dustrious.f 

VII. — Dektmakk. 

Ill Denmark, the same principles are mo.st fully 
and satisfactorily exemplified. “ There i.s an essen- 
tial difference in some tracts from what I observ- 
ed in others. On most estates, the peasants have 
no property, but seemed dependent on the will of the 
lord, and it was manifest in the misery I found in 
the cottages, that the system of villanage is pernicious 
to the interests of the country.”:j. “ On other estates, 
the system pursued, and elfects resulting, are widely 
different. We rode through several valleys and sides 
of hills, all cultivatad, with great numbers ©f farm- 
houses, the inhabitants of which seemed as easy, 
cheerful, and happy, as if they were resident in En- 
gland instead of Denmark. I’his district was for- 
merly extremely poor, but the proprietor changed the 
system of management, abolished the personal ser- 
viceg of th6 peasantry, and let farms to the industrious 
and actii^e. ^ * The peasants, in consequence, every 
day grow into farmers ; or at least are all easy and 

Clarke’jii Travels, Vol. i, p. 223, 
f Ibid. Vol. i. p. 170. These steitemeiits regarding Kussia arc con- 
firmed .in a very interesting manner by Ilaymond^ ifi his account of 
tJie llnssian empire ; and by referring to the description which he give^ 
of the circumstances of the different districts of this enormous empire, 
the important consequences of landed property upon the character 
even ftf the Russian peasant will be found amply illu.^trated. 

X Travels in Denmark, Voh ii. p. 14-3, by Marshall. 

§ Ibid. Vol ii. p. 1 (>(>,, 107, 
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hajipy in their circumstances. The lahotirerft have 
aU a small phce iand, and are all contented and 
happy. There are scarcely any burdensome to the 
rest : no old peasant that has not saved enough during 
his youth to. maintain his latter days, with the as- 
sistance of his little domain : many before that period 
have improved their condition, so as to i&ecpme little 
farmers. ** The example of this prosperous district 
is sufficient to show, that if you give the people an 
object to work for, the most idle will be converted to 
industry. There are no people more naturally indo- 
lent than the common people of Denmark ; but in 
the most populous parts of Holland, they are not 
more active and industrious than the jieople on this 
estate, which change has been effected merely by 
thi'ovving them in the pursuit of gain, and letting 
them ,cptietly enjoy it.” t Throughout all Denmark, 
where the jieople have property, they manage their 
little spots of ground in such a manner, as sliows, 
that under more favourable circumstances, they would 
equal their neighbours in everything regarding culti- 
vation. + 

Vlir.— Italy. 

From the gloolny forests and etgfnqj [ilains of 
Russia and Poland, tile traveller turns wath enthu- 
siasm to the fields of Italy, where Nature has 
poured her choicest gifts ; where the riches of vege- 
tation spring unaided by the hand of the husbandman; 
where the sun of summer Shines with unclouded lustre, 
and the varieties of soil 'combine vvith the felicity of 
exposure, tp bring to maturity the finest fruits. In 

Marshall, Vol. ii. p. ISO. t Ihid. p. 189 . t' !*• 
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the cradle of liberty, of art, and arms, he hopes to find 
descendants worthy of their ancient renown ; and tl^e 
people, if not sharing in the glory of their ancestors, 
at least enjoying some of the blessings which they 
have purchased for mankind. 

Hardly has he emerged from the defiles of the Sim- 
plon or the ‘Brenner, when the illusion is dispelled. 
In the rich and fertile plain of Lombardy, where three 
crops annually repay the labour of the husbandman, 
and the means of perpetual irrigation are afforded 
by the streams that descend from the adjoining moun- 
tains, want and indigence generally prevail among 
the peasantry.* Inhabiting a country which abounds 
in wine, it is seldom they drink anything but water : 
their clothing is scanty and wretched ; their dwellings 
destitute of all the comforts of life.f On the public 
roads, in the villages, in the cities, the traveller, is as- 
sailed by multitudes of beggars, whose squalid looks 
and urgent importunity attest but too stroi/gly the 
abject distress to which they are reduced. | On the 
mountains, equally as the plains, he perceives the 
traces of a numerous population, and the benignity 
of the climate clothes the wooded slopes with innu- 
merable villages, whose white walls and elegant spires 
give peculiar charm to Italian landscape ; but within 
their walls he finds the well-kilown features of public 
misciy, and the voice of distress supplicating for re- 
lief, in scenes which, at a distance, appear only to teem 
with human happiness. ^ 

The indigence which generally prevails is not sur- 
prising, when the political condition of the people is 

Yt^ung s Travels, ii. 286. f Ibkl. j Chateauvivux, 80. 

X Kotzebue's TraveJs. 
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considered. Thi’oughout tlie whole of Lombardy, 
ydu will look in vain for anything like a gentleman’s 
seat : the proprietoi’.s all reside in the numerous towns 
which are scattered over the plain, and repair to their 
estates only in order to superintend the collection of 
their rents. * The land is all let to muldleilien, who 
relet their farms to the actual cultivators ; and such 
is the accumulated weight thus heaped upon the farm- 
ers, that, in spite of the riches of the soil, they can 
barely pro.cure’ the necessaries of life, f The first 
crojj goes to the landlord, and tlie peasantry are com- 
pelled to subsist on the more precarious and uncertain 
returns of the second harvest, t Generally, the cul- 
tivators have a small piece of land, with one or more 
cows ; but this system, wdiich, under a more erpiitable 
adminislratiou, would be the surest basis of public 
happiness, is here perverted into a prolific source of 
misery ; for by yielding the people a .mhdutence and 
nothing more, it gives an imjiroper and. uncalled for 
facility to their increase. § “ The division of land,” 

says Chateauvieux, “ leads the peasantry to grasp at 
the least appearance of a maintenance, to marry, 
udthout in the least reflecting how tlic}'^ are to main- 
tain a family :”j| population advances with rapidity, in 
consequence of thc.ignorance, the absence foresight, 
and the total absence of artificial ufftSm^mamong the 
people.^ 

The same oppressive and ruinous system of mid- 
dlemen is conspicuous in the states of Parma and 
Modena, and the districj; of Padua ; and in them all 

* Young’s Travels, il. 151 ; and personal observation. 

+ Ibid. 153 j Chateauvieux, 184. 4 Ibid. 80. 

§ Young, ii. 286. '] Chateauvieux, 80, 181. t Youngf ii. 286. 
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the same depression of the peasantry is to be seen.* 
Genei’ally, the exactions from the cultivators are sufli, 
that they are totally unable either to do justice to the 
soil, or stock the farm, and the proprietor is obliged 
to furnish the cattle, half the seed, and pay the taxes ; 
a complfete proof of the length to vrhich the oppres* 
sion of tho. labouring classes has been carried, f 
’Little, however, is required to improve the* condition 
of tliese people. “ The Italians,” says Eustace, “ are 
a very laborious j)eople ; and if they do nqt enjoy the 
blessings attached by Providence to industry, the fault 
docs not lie with them, but in the system by which 
they are governed. It is impossible to witness the 
exertions of the peasantry on the rocky banks of the 
Lago, Lugano, or Como, where olives are planted in 
the clefts of rocks, and vines are trained round the 
base of the chestnut trees, without pei’ceiving to what 
prosperity they would arrive, if they were permitted 
to enjoy the; fruits of their toil.” ;j: 

Emigration, so great a relief to the surplus popu- 
lation of other states, rarely is attempted by the Ita- 
lians. Accustomed from their infancy to a delicious 
climate and genial soil ; inhabiting a country where 
the very air they breathe .seems filled with taste, and 
where the oense of its enjoyment has descended even 
to the labdtffing classes, the Italians feel the desola- 
tion of exiles amidst the harsh dialects and discordant 
manners of foreign states. In Venice, where the 
channels of industry are entirely obstructed, and nearly 
fifty thousand persons are computed to 5ive by cha- 
rity, § the people suffer, and their numbers decline ; 

^ ii. 1.55, 158. t Ibid. $ Eustace, i. ^07. f Ibid. 



but very few attempt to better their condition, by 
leaving the standard of St Mark. 

The aspect of the people is still more melancholy 
in the ecclesiastical states, where, in addition to the 
disadvantages of great proprietors, middlemen, and in- 
digent cultivators, are to be found all the evils of an 
elective monarchy, and the want, in a large proportion 
of the country, of hereditary descent. The peasantry 
are for the most part utterly destitute of capital ;'*they 
in general. furiiish the cattle and implements of hus- 
bandry, and the proprietor the repairs, and tlie pro- 
duce is equally divided between them.* No improve- 
ment of*any sort can be expected from a great i)ropor- 
tion of the landholders, who, being ecclesiastics who 
succeed to their benefices late in life, have no iierma- 
nent interest in the soil, and think only of turning it 
to the best advantage during the short and precarious 
period of their possession.! Yet they have the abso- 
lute government of the country, both as legislators and 
proprietors ; their overgrown estates are cultivated 
by the lazy hands of hopeless and indigent vassals ; 
and the scanty harvests are confined or exported for 
the benefit of a monopoly .t It is to this cause that the 
sterility of the Campania is to be ascribed. Originally 
introduced by the •feuds of the nobility ii? the middle 
ages,§ it has been perpetuated by the irnfolence and 
want of spirit in succeeding jiroprietors ;!| until at 
length its poisonous air has reached the eternal city, 

and threatens with desolation those venerable remains, 

♦ 

which the arms of the Ijtirbarians were unable to de- 
stroy. 

It is a common observation, that the farther south 

* Young, ii. Ij5. f Gibbon, xii. 4.39. t Ibid. 

J Sisraondi, iii. 274. I! Ibid. xvi. 2S4. 
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you travel in Italy, the more debased do you find the 
character, and the more degraded the condition of the 
inhabitants. The remark is unfortunately too true 
of the Neapolitan peasantry. Throughout the whole 
country, both in Naples and Sicily, the condition of 
the people is extremely indigent. The wages of la- 
bour are ruinously low, hardly amounting to 4d. a day, 
at Naples, and in the interior of the country seldom 
to hSlf that sum ; and the cottagers live on chesnuts, 
or other casual and unsubstantial nuttinient, instead 
of the rich and wholesome diet which the country af- 
fords.'!' Hark and melancholy countenances, misera- 
ble apparel, and dilapidated huts, indicate the gene- 
ral indigence which prevails, t Ignorance is univer- 
sal, the people have no guide but the practice of their 
forefathers.]^ The usual rotation in arable districts is 
corn and fallow, for the poverty of tlie country affords 
no sale for the produce of pasture or artificial grasses : 
whatever the country produces is owing to the mild- 
ness of the climate or the goodness of the soil, but 
hardly anything to the industry or skill of the inha- 
bitants.JI 

The misery of the country is noways surprising 
when the numerous and vekatious o])pressions to 
which they*'are subjected is considered. The fruits 
of the soil Sre usually divided between the propr-ietor 
and cultivator : but the total vv^ant of any market for 
the produce of pasture lands, fixes the whole attention 
of the cultivators on the arable districts,^! Almost all 
the land is in the hands of great families, the succes- 
sors of the Norman barons who concpiered the coun- 
try, and the powders with which they are invested over 

* Swinburne, i. 74. f IbitL76. $ De Sails, 289. § Ibid, 76, 41 K 

II DcSalis, 76. If Swinburne. 
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their vassals are in the highest degree ruinous.* They 
bsrv'e the power of life and death : they are entitled to 
one-tenth of all the produce raised within their lord- 
ship, besides the rent to the actual proprietor : they 
have an exclusive right to carry on the most profita- 
ble branches of industry, — ^baking, grinding, selling 
butcher-meat, keeping an inn, making oil* — and these 
monopolies are let by auction to the highest bidder.^ 
The exercise of these powers is severe enough by the 
actual proprietors ; but in the hands of unfeeling 
stewardsor bailiff's, they become ab.solutelyintolerabIe4 
It is with the utmost difficulty that the peasantry are 
able to pay the numerous exactions to wliich they are 
subjected, and redress is impossible, except at the cost 
of a litigation, which is wholly beyond their reach. § 
Many estates have from these causes been totally de- 
populated. On the royal lands the ruinous system of 
middlemen generally prevails, and leases till a very 
recent period were only annual. j] 

The roads throughout the kingdom are for the most 
part wretched.^[ In vain are-the valleys fruitful, and 
their hills sunny the husbandman can find no vent 
for the luxuriant harvests which nalui'e has yielded 
to his labour.** In sedsons of scarcity it is forcibly 
seized by orders df the sovereign, and the owners 
driven to market like cattle by armed men,faden with 
their own property .ff 

The exactions proceeding directly from the royal 

authority are not less severe. In the foremost rank 

of these intolerable grievances stands the monopoly 

of the Manna. All manna belongs by law to the 

king, who farms it out to a certain set of contractors. 

* ♦ 

* De Sail's, 1!)7. f Ibid. 199. .* Ibid. 202. § Ibid. 

II Ibid. 224. T Ibid. 29. ** Ibid. 289. +i- Swinburne, i. 234. 
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To gather it, a certain number of peasants is furnished 
by the feudatory; and during the time they are en- 
gaged in this duty, which is generally a month, they 
are not allowed to do anything for the preservation 
of their little harvests. * The iieasants are punished 
with the utmost severity if they are detected secreting 
the smallest*’ portion of this royal produce ; and the 
constant seai’ches for it in their houses are a 'continual 
source of vexation, f Everything is excised, and the 
revenue farmed out to contractors. All live animals 
in Calabria are taxed, and the people in consecjueiice 
keep no animal of any kind, and live on the most 
miserable food.]; Improvements are never attempted, 
for they require far larger capital than the peasantry 
possess ; and bitter experience has taught them that 
increased activity or produce is only the signal for 
an additional weight of taxes, Numbers every 
year are driven to desjieration by these oppressions : 
they then assemble in bands in the mountains, and 
form those lawless banditti so well known to travel- 
lers in the south of Italy, jj 

The population of Naples, though redundant and 
miserable, is yet greatly less than might be maintained 
in comfort under a better government. It contains 
4,800,000 ^uls, which is about KiO'to the square mile; 
a miserabIS number for a climate in which profitable 
cultivation can be carried almost to the mountain tops. 
In the Terra di Tavoro, the proportion is perhaps as 
great as the soil could maintain, for it is above 560 to 
the squaz'e mile ; but generally over the country it is 
greatly less than might be supported, or than actually 
existed in ancient tirnes.^f 

* Swiuburni!, ii. 71', t Ibid. 88, 92. + Ibid. ii. 124, § Ibid. 197. 

H Ibid, i, t De Salis,fl4, .36, 133. Clmteauvieux, 215. 
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111 some places the condition of the people is essen- 
tially different, and demonstrates that the general dis- 
tress is not owing to any necessary operation of the 
principle of increase, hut to the iniquitous goveruiiient 
to which they are subjected. “ With pleasure,” says M. 
De Salis, “ I call to mind several districts, where every 
countenance displayed the signs of contentment: where 
agricultui'c was upon the very best footing, and va- 
rious manufactures had attained the highest perfccfion. 
But these propi'ietors were men who administered 
justice in the most iin|)artial manner, and s&ldoin 
made use of their baronial powers. It is difficult to 
describe the difference between such estates and those 
which are subject to a different raanagerneut, or in the 
hands of the royal stewards.”* During tlie admini- 
stration of the Prince of Franca valla, the people on his 
estates doubled, agriculture was encouraged, villages 
built, schools opened, manufactures set on foot, uni- 
versal prosperity prevailed ; since they have fallen to 
the Crown, the population has decreased one-third, the 
newly cultivated lands are waste, the manufactories 
anniliilated, and general distress has resumed its sway.f 
The town of Terlozzi lias purchased its freedom from 
the baronial powers for 111.16,000 : and on its territory 
the people are indnistrious, comfortable, hud nptne- 
rous.*t The same has been done by the tovrti of Osia, 
and' its lauds are cultivated like a garden : but the 
prosperity and cheerfulness which distinguisli its 
people, cease the moment you enter the baronial es- 
tates by which it is surrounded. § 

Prom the. indigence and misery of the Neapolitan 
population, the traveller turns with delight to the 

% Ibid. 231. 5 lbkl.'l29. 


* De Salis, 200. f 
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vine-covere<l hills and valleys of Tuscany, where, un- 
der the gentle sway of a more equitable governni^t, 
prosperity has been diffused more generally through 
the people. In the valley of the Arno, the condition 
of the people is in the highest degree comfortable ; 
their dwellings neat and clean, their food substantia], 
their di'ess elegant, and even ornamental.* Silk dresses, 
‘adorned with gold and silver ornaments, form the gay 
apparel of the females on Sundays, especially in those 
districts where the manufacture of straw hqts is carried 
on. Which forms a veiy great addition to the earnings 
of a fainily.f Property is extremely subdivided in 
the greater part of the country, and it is the families 
qf those little ‘proprietors who are in so comfortahle a 
conditioti.X The industry Avith which they cultivate 
their little estates, often in terraces along the face of 
rocky slopes, and the skill Avith Avhich they take ad- 
A'antage of every level spot to rear crops of A’egetables 
and fruit, are in the highest degree admirable.^ But 
the condition of the •metayers, by AA'hoin a great part 
of the country is cultivated, is very different. Where- 
cA'er the land is let in this Avay the peasantry are in 
a depressed condition. The landlord is bound to fur- 
nish the tenant with half the stocking ; but he is fre- 
quently in* addition obliged to lend him money to pur- 
chase his k^f,*and often even corn Avhereon to subsist ;|| 
and their food is frequently nothing but black bread 
and vetches, with a little AA^’eak wine and AA^ater. 
Throughout all Italy you will look in vain for an 
opulent tenantry, such as distinguishes Ejngland from 
every other country on the globe. •[[ 

* Chateau vie ux, 79, You ng, ii. 156. f Chateauyieux, 81, 87. 

i Ibid. p. 93, 94, and Sirnond, 123. § Chateau vieux, p. 84. 

• It Young, ii. 156. % Ibid. ii. 165. 
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The vigour of a free government in former times, 
arfd the animating influence of a division of landed 
property, are eminently conspicuous in the territory of 
Genoa* On the southern slope of the Apennines, 
amidst olive groves and chestnut forests, the industry 
of the inhabitants is truly admirable ; and notwith- 
standing the decay of their foreign corniijerce, and the 
political revolutions which have subverted their free- 
dom, the condition of the people is still greatly Supe- 
rior to that of most other parts of Italy-* 

Notwithstanding its great population, amounting 
to lb’,560,000 in the vvdiole peninsula,, or 134 in 
the square mile, Italy might still maintain a mxich 
greater number of iuliabitants in ease and comfort 
under a free govermneut.f The Campagna of Rome, 
once inhabited by many millions, is now a desert 
waste, ami the plains of Latium, once the abode of 
thirty different tribes,|. are now tiun^ersed only by buf- 
faloes, pr abandoned to the encroachments of a pesti- 
lential air. It is hardly possible to estimate the ca- 
pacities of a country where the plains yield double 
and triple crops, the hills an inexhaustible supply of 
wine and oil, the mountains a permanent provision 
from their chestnut forests, and the highest summits a 
range of the finest and coolest pasturage.^ ynder 
one* government, and if blessed witlT^a moderate de- 
gree of freedom and intelligence, Italy might support 
double its present inhabitants, and yet allow tp each 
a much greater quantity of tlie comforts of life than 
they actually enjoy. It is with mingled sentiments of 
pride and gratitude, that a native of this country 
should return from traversing the Italian states ; with 

* Simond, p. 586. f Malte Brim, vii. 754. J Eustace, ii. 127. 

Chuteauvieux, 12 — 57. 
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pride that he is tdie member of a community, in which 
the energy of the people has reared a constitution 
which has “shed over our northern isle a splendour 
unknown to the regions of the sun and with grati- 
tude, that public haiipiness is not the peculiar growth 
of any climate ; but under all circumstances, and in 
all ages, is to be won by the vigour of a free people. 

IX Spain and Portugal. 

Over the greater part of the Spanish Penin- 
sula, the condition of the people but ill corresponds 
to the bounty and luxuriance of Nature. Univer- 
sally, there is a total want of those conveniences 
and comforts which are usually to be found in civi- 
lized states ; an entire ignorance of the mechanical 
arts, and a degree of I'udeness in their implements of 
husbandry which is truly astonishing.* The villages 
are frequently in ruins, and the inhabitants have all 
the appearance of indigence, though they in general 
have no want of the necessaries of life. The culti- 
vators of . Spain amount to 1,900,000 ; the artisans 
to 310,000; a striking proof of the small demand for 
articles of luxury, and consequent absence of artificial 
wants among the people. f Tlvroughout all the realm 
there^ is a total want of yeomanry, or a substantial 
tenantry, tiae cultivators being little better than day- 
labourers. t Landed proprietors . never reside upon 
their estates, but entirely in the great towns ; the 
great nobles at Madrid, the inferior proprietors in 
the capitals of the provinces.^ Almost all the farms 
are too large : cultivation is generally not attempted 

Jovollaiios, 203. i Townsend, ii. ]0(>. 

§ Townsend, i. 233. 
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on the half of it, and large quantities of arable land 
eiferywhere lie in a state of Natui*e. * 

That listless indolence, which is equally characte- 
ristic of the savage state, as of the inhabitants of des- 
potic states, prevails to, the greatest degree in Spain. 
Thousands of men in all the provinces spend their 
time, day after day, in lounging under* porticos, or 
basking in the sun. f Naturally abstemious, their 
scanty tare is easily procured : blessed with a \^arra 
climate, their clothing is hardly an object of expense, j 
This, however, is not the natural tendency of the na- 
tional character, which is a love of activity and labo- 
ri«)us exertion. If they are idle, it is because they 
have no object whereon to exert their industry. § In 
Catalonia, Valencia, and the Asturias, whei-e the pea- 
santry Have generally property of their own, their in- 
dustry is eminently conspicuous. |j 

Everything conspires to indicate that Spain once 
contaiuvd a tnuch greater population than tiiat which 
at present inhabits it. “ Abundant vestiges of this 
ancient population are to be seen in all parts of tht 
country. The heiglits are crowned with castles and 
mansions in ruins ; and dilapidated churches or cha- 
pels are everywhere ter he seen in the midst of pro- 
found solitudes, where, for a long period, not a hjngk 
inh^itant has been seen. I’liese siicreilistructures 
all belonged at one period to villages and hamlets, of 
which every trace has long ago* perished. Theii 
number is in many parts of the country altogethei 

* Jovellanos, p, 93, f Swinburne, ii. 190. J Ibid, 

§ Townsend, ii, 233.* 

II Ibid. i. 103; iii. 317, 397; Fisher, .327 ; Swinburne, ii. 319, 
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Astonishing. * Eleven hundred of these ruined: vil- 
lages are to be found in the kingdoms of Arraghn, 
Catalonia, Leon, Valencia, Old and NewCastile, alone.f 
A part of the kingdom of Salamanca formerly com - 
piised 748. villages ; of these only 333 remain. In 
a part of the bishopric of Salamanca, 137 villages 
formerly exasted in the space of 5 leagues ; 13 only 
‘remain: in the district of Malaga, to the west of that 
city*, were 50 villages ; of these only 16 remain. | 
But the most deplorable decrease in the.numbers of 
the people is to be found in the provinces which for- 
merly coraijosed the kingdom of the Moors. The 
kingdom of Grenada, under the Moors, comprised 
3,000,000 of inhabitants ; its present numbers do not 
exceed 661,000,^ Under the Caliphs, 12,000 villages 
enlivened the banks of the Guadalquiva : tJie sove- 
reign gave laws to 80 cities of the first, and 300 of 
the second and third order ; and a traveller could not 
advance an hour without coming to a village or a 
town filled with numerous inhabitants. || At present, 
not one*third of the province of Andalusia is under 
cultivation ; and though its soil is so rich, it annually 
imports grain to a- large amount. The revenues of 
the Moorish kingdom, which did not comprehend 
more than the south and east of Spain, was L. 5,000,000 
Sterling ; sum not far short of the revenue of the 
whole Spanish monarchy at this day, notwithstanding 
the vast alteration*iu the value of the precious metals, 

which the discovery of South America has occasioned. 

<■ 

* Laborde, iv. 10. f Ibid. “ $ Ibid, § Ibid- iv. i b 

H Gibbon’s Koine, v. 381,4th edition; Swinburne, PM ; Florian, 
Discours Preliminaii'e, a Gonzalve do Cordove, p. 

% Townsend’s Spain, ii. 39isi. ^ 
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VVhat inakes this unparalleled depoi>ulation of Si)ain 
the jaiore extraordinary is, that the country is every- 
%vbere of the greatest fertility, requiring only a little 
capital and industry to make it cajjable of maintaining 
five times its present number of inhabitants. ^ Its 
population has doubtless received in any severe wounds, 
both from the. devastation of the VandaJ conquerors, 
the ravages of the Moors, the long and bloody wars, 
which, for so many centuries, were carried on bet^veen 
them and the Sfianiards, and the loss of the multitudes 
of industrious subjects which the expulsion of the 
Moors occasioned. But other countries of Europe 
have at.diff'erent periods suft'ered as gro'at losses ; in 
which, nevertheless, the jirinciple of increase has re- 
paired all the devastations, and overspread the land 

with tl/e descendants of those who had been fortunate 

■# 

enough to escape the ravages that surrounded them. 
Theile has been something peculiar, therefore, in the 
Spanish peninsula, which has prevented the vm medi- 
catrix Natural from healing here, as in other coun- 
tries, the wounds which have been inflicted by the 
events of former times. 

The real cause of the scanty population of kSpairi, 
as well as of the indigence of the labouring classes, is 
to bo found in thp oppression of the nobles and the 
despotic nature of the government. country,” 

says Mr Townsend, “ ever invented a more ruinous 
system of taxation. The Alcavida with its Cientoa 
is a tax of 14 per cent, on commoditie.s, as often as 
they pass ft-om hand to hand. This is of itself suffi- 
cient to induce stagnation, for the tax varies with the 
present value of the article.f It affects heritable as 


* Laborde, iv, .34. 


t To\vnsenfr.s Spain, Vol ii. * 
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well as movable property, and operates with the inost 
grievous force upon the possessors of small freeholds 
which frequently pass from hand to hand,* The manu- 
facturers and merchants are exposed to innumerable 
vexations on this account; the more especially as the re- 
venue was all let to farmers, who placed spies in every 
shop, and were authorized to examine tradesmen’s 
books.f So great was the rapacity of the tax farmers in 
foriRer times, that, in the villages, not one-third of the 
houses had escaped their exactions, who, when nothing 
else remained to the miserable possessors, sold the ma- 
terials to the first piu-chaser. This great evil was not 
removed, till 17494 magistrate, at that period, 

fixed the price of every article, corn itself not ex- 
cluded ; and it was not till the year 1752, that the 
exportation of grain from province to provftrice was 
permitted.^ Till the year 1765, the exportation of 
grain was prohibited ; dealers and jobbers in tattle 
were discouraged, from the idea that they teiided to 
enhance the price of the article; and all horses must 
still be registered. On this account the faianer is 
subjected to strict and unreasonable visits of revenue- 
officers, and has, moreover, liis market greatly circum- 
scribed on that account, jj 

The Miliones is a, tax not less destructive in its ef- 
fects than , the It is a tax of one-seventh 

on many of the most iinportant necessaries of life, 
such as wine, oil, and butchei’’s meat : and, conse- 
quently, it falls with peculiar severity on the labour- 
ing classes, whose food consists in great part of these 

^ Jovellaiiof^, 248r „ 

f Ciuuponianes, Etliic- Popul. p. 224, Ap. 4. J Ibid. A p. 1, p. 347. 

§ ibid, i, 418. Townsend, ii. 221, 1| Townsend,’ ii. 222 , 223. 
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article^.* “ These taxes, the Alcnvala and the Mil- 
lones^' says Jovellanos, “ seize the productions of the 
soil the instant they appear: pursue and fasten on them 
in their circulation, without losing sight, and without 
loxsing Ijold of them till the last moment of their con- 
sumption : — a circumstance which of itself justifies the 
terms with which this mode of taxation hasPbeen brand- 
ed by FavAla,Ustariz, Alva, and all our economists who 
have turned their attention to this subject.”! 

7’hese grievous taxes are not universal in Spain : 
they do not .affect Catalonia, Valencia, Arragon, Na- 
varre, nor the three provinces of Biscay, :j: in which 
Philip V*. exchanged them for an equivalent ; and the 
benefit of this exemption is apparent in the superior 
wealth, comfort, and industry of these provinces. § — 
while Castile and the other provinces evidently stag- 
nate under the load which they impose. || 

The law^s of the Mesta are another great source of 
the indigence and backwardness of Spain. Five mil- 
lions of sheep, under the sanction of a particular code, 
not only fail to eru'ich the land on which they feed, 
but effectually prevent its cultivation.^! For the com- 
pany of the Mesta, being possessed of great influence, 
have obtained, and still ’exercise, the most enormous 
and shameful privileges.** A particular ^ibunsd ex- 
ists, called “ The Honourable Council of tlTe 
which superintends the pi’eservation of these immu- 
nities. The proprietors, and even the sheplierds pos- 
sess a power of committing, which they frequently 
abuse ;ff and the judges ofithe Mesta court settle every 

Jovellanos, ^240. + Ibitl. I Ibid. 251. 

§ Oaniponianos, Edtir. Pop. i 418 . |i Towusond, ii. 214. 

T Townsend/ii. 227. Jovellanos, !(>(», ff Laborde, ivf 58. 
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dispute ill which the Mesta is anywise cohicetTtied. 
The cultivated lands which lie near the route which 
the flocks take, suffer the greatest depredations ; but 
it is in vain that they solicit redress from this Oourt, 
whose decisions are almost invariably in favOur of 
its own servants.* Nor are the common lands less de- 
vastated by vhe immense flocks which traverse them ; 
hut they too are obliged to submit in silence'. Wher- 
ever “they pass, tile directors and shepherds are dread- 
ed, for they exercise a most insufferable despotism in 
con.se<j[uence of this privilege of bringing those W’hom 
they insult before their own tribunal. Five millions 
of sheep annually migrating in this manner, not only 
convert an immense tract of higlily valuable land into 
pasturage, but prevent any agricultural produce being 
ever raised upon it.t Public opinion has long been 
decided in Spain against these exorbitant privileges ; 
but though a committee was appointed in the middle 
of the last cexitury to inquire into these grievances, 
they have done nothing for thirty or forty years, so 
that affairs veniain just in the same state.]: 

Perhaps, hou'ever, the greatest evil in Spain is the 
way in which large estates are engrossed by a few in- 
dividuals, who have neither the means nor the incli- 
natioji to do any thing for their imp'rovement, and u^ho 
are shamefully inattentive to the condition of their 
tenantry. Almost the whole of Andalusia is iU the 
hands, of the Dukes of Osuna, Alba, and Medina 
Coeli ; and tbe latter claims by descen/ nearly all 
Catalonia.^' A third part oi ail Spain is held by 
the families of Medina C’oeli, Alba, Infautado, and 

* lirtborde, iv. 60 . | J IKid, iv. 61 , 

f Towiii^ciui, ii, 2'i^r 
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some other grandees, the archhishops of Toledo, Cooi' 
postella, Valencia, Seville, Murcia, &c. and a few of the 
religious orders. * The noJiles and the clergy possess 
nearly the whole country ; and the major part of the 
lands l^longing to these great proprietors is under 
grass. t What is still worse, the land-owners do not 
overlook their servants^ but live in citie8,*leaving their 
estates to*the management of stewards, who do nothing 
to encourage the people^ and thus the few viHages 
which are inhabited are rapidly hastening to decay.j. 

The great possessions of towns is another evil of no 
light kind in Spain. These boroughs have in many 
places most .extensive landed estates, often ten or 
fifteen miles in diameter. These tracts are common 
property, and of course nothing is done to improve 
them.^ * They arose during the wars of the Moors and 
Christians, when the peasants of the countiy were 
compelled to herd together into towns for their mu- 
tual pnotection. 'liic' consequence of this has been, 
that in the south of Spain, whei*e these wars princi- 
pally prevailed, independent farms, detached from each 
other*, are hardly ever to be seen. Near the village 
you see grain, olives, and vines ; beyond this all is de- 
solate.|| A foreigner would hardly credit the extent 
of land which is •necessarily waste by being kept in 
a state of coramonty throughout *the ^niddle and 
southern provinces of Spain ; an evil which has beeri 
long felt, but for which no remedy has yet been de- 
vised.^ And universally it has been observed, that 
whatever part of the c/)untry corrtains the greatest 
quantity of commonable lands is the least populous ; 

• Labordcj iv. so. t Ibid. % Ibid. iv. PI ; To\vu.st?ud, ii. 

§ Townsend, ii. PP8 ; Jovellanos, 120. Ii Ibid, t Jovellauos, 120, , 
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i^Qd tQ tills cause is to be ascribed the fatal precijiita- 
tipn with which the labours . of the field are perforraled 
in the large farms of these prOYinees.* This single 
fact is sufficient to explain ^e small populatim of the 
south of Spain where these commons are frequent, 
when compared n’ith the north, where they are com- 
paratively rare.f 

’ So strongly have the evils arising from this mono- 
poly* of the land in the hawds of great proprietors, 
ecclesiastical bodies, boroughs, or coinnionties been 
felt in Spain, that their wisest patriots, with Gam po- 
manes at their liead, have long been labouring .to pass 
a law, by which any man may be allowed to eultwate 
what icaste land he ^pleases without the proprietor's 
consent, and enjoy it as a copyhold, siihject to a cer- 
tain rent to that proprietor.'^ The advantage's which 
would result from such a measure are iiicalcnilable ; 

' i 

for it would rear a yeomanry and an opulent and in- 
dustrious body of tenantry, which are precisely the 
class of men of whom Spain most stands in need: 
but the feudal loi-ds, blind to their own interest, have 
had influence enough to prevent itS' being adopted.^ t 
To complete the evils arising from tliis.unjust mo- 
nopoly of land, the system oi' entails nnA. mortnmin 
. tenure, which prevails to a greater extent in Spain 
than in anj?" oth??i' country of the world, locks up ’the 
land of the chief proprietors in the bands of its pre- 
sent possessors ; and not only prevents either capital 
or industry from being <exer ted on the estates which 
sure subject to these fetters, ,hut raises the price of 
the whole land in the country to a most ^exorbitant 

• Jovellunos, 12f>. t Ibid. I3K J Towaseii<rs Ti;a\ tdsyli/ ^ 

, 5 ToM'iisei id’s Travels, ii. y-il. Jove lianas, 130, 131. 
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anti ruinous neight. This scarcity of disposable es- 
tates* in consequence of the quantity of land held un* 
der entail, or by roortmam tenure in Spain, is uinver- 
sally allowed to be the cause of the enormous price 
which it bears.* The consequence of this exorbitant 
price has been, that rich proprietors avoid so unpro- 
fitable a speculation as the cultivation on* purchase of 
land, and* leave it to the present tenantry, who pos- 
sess nothing but their spade and their arm^-^ or*.pas- 
ture it merely with sheep flocks, without ever attempt- 
ing any serious improvement.! It has been observed 
by Campomanes, that Andalusia, though one of the 
most fertile provinces in Spain, is destitute of indus- 
try : because the land is occupied by a few pro- 
prietors whose estates pass by entaiil. The bulk of 
the people are day-labourers, who only find occasional 
employment. Hence, clothed in rags and w'^retched- 
ness, they crowd into cities, where they obtain a scanty 
livelihosd by the bounty of ecclesiastics.ij 

This distinguished pati’iot has devoted a separate 
work to discuss the monstrous evils arising from the 
accumulation of land under mortmain tenure in Spain. 
“ Nearly ichole of GctUiciaf he observes, “ is ap- 
propriated to corporatiolis, monasteries, churches, fra- 
ternities, Dukes, Earls, Marquises and noCjes beiong- 
ing fo this and other provinces,”|j “ Thefaws,” says 
Jovellanos, “ have granted indefinite permission to hi- 
creme mortmain on entailed property : but have ab- 
solutely prohibited their dlrniiiution ; and thus con- 

* Jovellanos, IBl. Townsend, iii. 333. t Riid. 184- 

t ToWnseturif Travels, ii. 238- 

§ Campomanes, Ituliiet. Pop. 73. Townsend’s Sjiain, iii. 333. 

II Campomanes on the Rights of the Crown over Mortmain 
^y> 1765. 
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'stitttted a» endless monopoly, an increasing abyss, 
which, ere long, if continued, will engulf the wealth 
of the kingdom.”* 

We can form no conception of the evils arising from 
such entails in this country, where estates so held are 
generally the residence of the proprietor, and bene- 
fited by the 'Expenditure of most of the wealth which 
he draws from the people : but in Spain j tlie owners 
of the entailed estates residq in cities or at court, 
without either visiting or bestowing one thought up- 
on their vast and indigent possessions in the country.f 
They are uniformly overrun by servants, and gene- 
rally deeply in debt, so that, even if they had the in- 
clination, they have not the means of improving their 
properties, which are so extensive, that, under a bet- 
ter system, they would yield a revenue worthy of so- 
vereigns-t . 

It has been observed by Mr Smith, that the act 
1449, which secures the tenantry against tlfte death 
or the sale of tl^e lessor, has been of more practical 
benefit to the Scotch people than all the rest of tlieir 
laws put together-S In Spain, on the other hand^ the 
ruinous maxim of the civil law has obtained resoluio 
Jure daniis, resohitur Jus accipientis ; and this has 
checked btith progress of wealtli towards farming', 
and the exertions of the cultivators, by the precarious 
nature of the tenure by which they held their pos- 
sessioas.il 

Education is not awanting in many payts of Spain ; 
but it is productive of no benefit, because nothing is 

• JovcUaiios, 180. t haborde, iv. 318, 

X Tow II Travels, ii, 151). 

^ Wealth of Nations.. || Jovellanos, 201. 
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tauf^t which is worth learning. “ What a deplorable 
negligence,” says Jovellanos, “ does there appear in 
our system of public education : it actually appeal’s that 
we have endeavoured as earnestly to diminish useful 
instruction, as to multiply institutions for the attain- 
ment of unprofitable science.*” It is owing to this 
cause, that, while institutions for education and paro- 
chial schools exist in great numbers,! there is no coun- 
try in the world in which the people are in such utter 
ignorance,’ not only of any profitable infonnation, but 
of the sacred Scriptures, or any really useful moral in- 
struction.! 

Such, in a few words, is a sketch of some of the 
most prornineht evils which have depressed the pro- 
sperity, and thinned the numbers of the Spanish peo- 
ple; and when their accumulated force is considered, 
the only wonderful thing is, that the country is not 
more desolate and depopulated than it actually is. 

Tin? picture which has now been exhibited of the 
Spanish -population, though true of the greater part, 
does not apply to the provinces. There are some 
where a different order of things has long been esta- 
blished : where property has diffused its blessings 
among the poor ; where liberty has animated the feel- 
ings, and awakened the industry yjf tlv^ labuuring 
classes ; and where tlie principle of pojUilatiou pro- 
duces none of the deplor;tble eftects with which it is 
followed under the despotic sway of the other pro- 
vinces. J/i particular, Catalonia has long been dis- 
tinguished by the indhstry, the activity, and the 
independest spirit of its inhabitants. They are 
freed, in common with the Valencians and, the Bis- 

* Jovellaiio.s, f T«ilH>i*tle, iv, o8, ’ t Jovellaiio.s, 200. 
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cayaiis, from tlie stagnating influence of the Alc{i*''ala, 
Cientos, and Millones.* But the great cause of the su- 
periority of their industry and comfort is the establish- 
nient of feus or Emphyteutic contracts, which here 
takes place to a considerable extent, and which, jvhere- 
everit is practised, has broken down the landed property 
ainong the labouring classes of the people.t The con- 
sequence of this has been, that wherever this system is 
estabfished, the most remarkable degree of industry 
jirevails wherever the vine can fix its roots, or the 
plough can go over, the land is made productive.;^ But 
the extent of this prosperous scene is precisely com- 
mensurate with the extent of the lands where* feuing 
is carried into practice. Every parish that will till 
or feu at a moderate price is sure to he cultivated; 
but the great lord who will never sell any, is equally 
sure of perpetuating deserts to the disgrace of the 
Country.JI The only capital which is applied to the 
cultivation of the soil in Catalonia, proceeds from the 
savings of the poor labourers :^[ who, throughout the 
whole province, are remarkable for the most rigid par- 
simony,*^ and wdio are stimulated to these frugal ha- 
bits the prospect of being able to realize their savt- 
ings in the purchase or feuing df lands :ff an employ- 
‘mefit urhichjn that country oflers the only comfort- 
able dependence for the father of a family.|| When- 
ever cultivation creeps up* the mountain sides, it is 
conducted by these small cultivators who have pur- 

* TowLsend^! iii. 327. Oainpomanes, Indust ria Popnl/72, 224. 
t Cjimpomanes, Irid. Pop. 73. $ Townsend, i. 103. 

Hbid. iii. 317. (J Swinbunie, ji 319. 1 Ibid. , 

Townsend, i. 14a. ft Swinburne, ii. 319. jb Ibid. 
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chased thei:r lands from the parish : all that has been 
done in Catalonia has originated from this source.’'^ 

, But as the industry, and improvement of Catalonia 
begin Avith those peasants who have acquired their 
farms in property from the great proprietors ; so it 
ends with those who refuse to permit this sub-infeu- 
dation. Many of the great nobility are so utterly 
inattentive tor their real interests, as to prohibit fe\i- 
ing, and leave their lands uncultivated ; t and it is, to 
this cause .that* we are to ascribe the number of wastes 
in Catalonia, and the multitudes of deserted villages 
which even in this Industrious pi’ovince amount to 
2884 * In n coxintry where the farmers are absolute- 
ly destitute of capital, and where there is no such 
thing to be seen as a gentleman residing on his es- 
tate,^ It is easy to see that cultivation can make n6 
progress where the labourer is not possessed in pro- 
Ijerty of the soil which he improves. Hence, though 
the people are proverbial for their industry, they are 
almost everywhere indigent, i| and perhaps not one 
acre in ten is under any sort of husbandry And 
though the couuti*y is particularly adapted for graz- 
ing, the farmers are almost totally deficient in cattle.** 
Yet nowhere is there any want of industry : these de- 
fects in the cultivation are owing to the^overpment, • 
and the inattention of the nobles : atid e^rytlung in- 
dicates that it is not the fault of the poor people that 
greater exertions are not made.ff 

The Catalonians have at all times been passionate- 

* Swinburne, iL 319. Young’*s Travels, ii. 318. 
f Townsend, iii. 333. Juvellauos, passim. J Jovellanos, 20*)*. 

§ Swinburne, ii. 317, 318. || Young’s Travels, ii. 318* 

^ Swinburi\ie* Ibid. 317, 318, Vol. ii. ^ 

ibid, and Young, ii. 318. ft ^Y^oung, ii. 318. * 
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ly fond of Irberty and though their privileges have 
been almost destroyed by the last insurrection ; y^ 
its effects still stimulate the people in their private 
efforts : and in the industry for which the province is 
deservedly ctdebrated, we may discern the effects of 
the free spirit of former times, f And in general it 
may be obsei»^ed, that, although the Catalonians are 
pdor, yet they are decidedly superior in comfort as 
wall as activity to the inhabitants of most of the other 
Spanish provinces. | ' . 

It has been already observed, that Valencia is free 
from the oppressive taxes^ which desolate the greater 
part of the Spanish monarchy. This fortunate cii*- 
cumstance, joined to the extreme fertility of the soil, 
and the absence of great proprietors, has induced the 
admirable cultivation and the happy appearance of 
this province.}) The luiaftected manners, the neatness 
and comfortable appearance of the inhabitants, form 
a striking contrast to their condition in most jof the 
other provinces the handsome forms of the men, 
and the beauty of the women, afford a sure criterion 
of their sUpe»ior well-being.** Forges and cartwTights, 
unknown in most other provinces, are here common :tt 
the people are more neatly drwssed : everything indi- 
' cates ipore life and gaiety — and proves in the clearest 
manner, th^ thele is nothing in the character of the 
Spaniards which is hostile to industry, when they are 
put in the right road, and meet with any kind of en- 
couragemeut.^l 

r. 

t. 

* Swinburne, ii* I9i. Fisher, 365, 4 

X Marshall's Travels, iv. 380* L&borde, iii. 234. * 

§ Jovellanos, H liabordo, ii. p. 242. t ^Fisher, 327, 

** FisKer, 335, 327. ft Jhid. Ma rslml I Travels, iv, 37 1 . 
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But It is only in that the example is to be 

ftiund of a population completely happy uiidex’ tiie 
sway of the Spanish uioiiarchy. “ Everything in 
Bisaiy,” says Mr Swinburne, “ wears a dilferent as- 
pect from what the traveller is accustomed to else- 
where ill Spain. Instead of the bare, depopulated 
liills, the melancholy desponding countenances, the 
wretched inns, and the abominable roads, that oifr 
eyeshad longbeen accustomed to.wew^ere here revived 
by the sight of a rich, studied culture, a clean, smiling 
people, good furuittire, neat houses, fine roads, and 
safe bridges. The men and women were extremely 
well-dressed, especially' the latter, whose garb is neat 
and pastoral ; on Sunday they wear white. I cannot 
find words to express the wonderful fertility, the 
crowds" of villages, the noble woods, and the happy,’ 
busj'^ looks of the crowd returning from market. Every 
cottaj^e has its little garden, neat and flourishing : the 
little triwm are full of good houses, built by those 
whose industry and enterprise have been I’ewarded 
with success.”*. “ The cultivation is quite superb ; it 
is almost incredible with what industry the mountain 
sides are cultivated ;f hut all this ceases when you 
pass the limits of the pi'ovince. In place of the ease, 
the comfort, and the opulence of the Bisfayan.^, you 
see nothing but indigence, listlessne.ss^arjd>lejectiou.”J 
The province of Biscay, though under the Spanish 
government, is, j)roperly sixeakiiig, only under the 
protection of the Spanish Crown. It is a kind of po- 
litical anomaly : being q small republic united to a 
great monarchy.^ The Spanish kings have here only 

* Swinburnf}, i. 2T(>. t Fisher, lit Towiiseiid, i. 397. 

1 Fisher, 1 !5. Luboj de. § Fislicr, 80. > 
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the shadow of domination : of all the royal taxes they 
have none, but the donativo, or gratuitous douatioti. 
Biscay is governed by itself ; and does not permit any 
order of the Spanish government to be executed with- 
out the sanction of the states of the province.* The 
King is -styled only Lord of Biscay, and the privileges 
of the people, are most extensive, and preserved with 
a* jealous care.t The highest nobles, and the lowest 
propfietor are, in point of rank, equal in this happy 
province*: but the local government is in. the hands 
of the latter, and is annually renewed by the ma- 
jority of the provinces.”! On a smaller scale the 
little district of IJaroca exhibits the same delightful 
spectacle of general happiness, in the midst of -the 
gloom of the surrounding provinces. § 

The population of Sjiain is only 67 to a mile r where- 
as in France it is 157, and in Holland, 372. It is easy 
to perceive, from the small numbers of the people, 
joined to their excessive poverty, what an inyincible 
obstacle the nature of the goi'ernment and the jirivi- 
Teges of the higher orders have opposed to the multi- 
plication of the people. 

The same causes Mdiich have desolated the fields 
of Spain, have produced thetsame effects upon the 
people of Portugal.jj In the rich arid fertile province 
ofAlenteiJ^the f/rivileges belongingto the flocks of the 
nobles, equal those of the inesta iu Spain, and are at- 
tended with the same ruinous effects. The same 
evils, arising from the enormous size of estates, and 
the prevalence of entails, have been experii^nced ;** to 

* Fisher, 86. f Swinburue, i. 276, J Fkher, 86. 

§ Laborde. (| Link’s Portugal, 160. 

T SU,viera, 125. ** Link, 125. Silviera, 132, 
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whidi the prevalence of estates held in joint tenancy 
is*to be added, which are generally covered with 
heath.* The principal obstacle to the progress of 
agriculture, however, is the extreme badness of the 
roads, which render the riclies of nature wholly un- 
availing both to their possessors and the state, t 
The only province in Portugal thatexhiliitsan agree- 
»able spectacle is that of Miuho, which contains no les§ 
than 900,000 souls, though the whole country coiflsists 
of ridges of granite mountains intersected with pre- 
cipitous vales, t Put the industry of the inhabitants 
is most conspicuous : the steep acclivities of the hills 
•are cut into terraces and planted with maize, while 
the slopes are covered with vines, ami yield the finest 
fruits. § The fare of the peasantry is substantial. 

Ham, milk, cheese, and butter are to be got in abun- 
dance ; their furniture clean and comfortable ; their 
generai condition such as would be envied by many 
an English peasant. Great e.states are Derij rare in 
the province ; the whole country, with the exception 
of the property belonging to monasteries, is in the 
hanch of the actual cultivators, which is the real cause 
of the prosperity of the province. \\ 

Sj)ain and Portugal aj-e ftill of interesting informa- 
tion to the politic^il economist. I'lie extremes of 
nviseuy and comfort are thcwe to be #een rithe worst 
political institutions, by the side of the faii'est speci- 
mens of public felicity. In tlie provinces where the 
numbers of the people are most scanty, the indigence 
that prevail:? is the greatest ; while in those W'here in- 
dustry and property have been suffered to establish 
• * 

* Link, 125. Sil vioni. t Ikid,. 103. f Link, 333. 

§ Silviera, 72.* Link, 35 L || Link, .333. Silviem, 34-, p. 8^ 
VOX,, I. Hh 



482 


VniNCH'LE 03)' IKCUEASE 


themselves, vast numbers are maintained in comfort 
and affluence. Like every other country, the S])aifish 
peninsula demonstrates, that the suffering which pre- 
vails is not owing to any necessary operation of the 
principle of increase ; but to those causes which pre- 
vent the growth of those habits of industry, and that, 
acquisition f>i’ comfort, which provides at once for its 

Expansion and control. 

« 

X. — Germany. 

Throughout the wide extent of the Gicrman Em- 
pire the condition of the peoj)le is as various as the 
aspect and capabilities of the country. All the varie- 
ties of political circumstances are there to be found in 
close proximity ; and the ti’aveller has the means of 
comparing during a single day’s joui'iiey the o})2JOsite 
effects of tVeedorn and oj>|)ression upoii mankind. 

'I'hroughout tlie provinces of Upper and -Lower 
Austria the circumstances of the ])eoide ai'e easy and 
comfortable.* Everytliing wears a favourable as])ect ; 
the farmers’ houses, their di'ess, their implements of 
agriculture, exhibit a striking contrast to those in the 
adjoining provinces. t The banks of the Danube are 
thickly studded with excellept villages and cottage.s : 
there are jio marks of that jiainful contrast between 
wealth aSjd jKwerty which Boheiiiia or Hungary 
exhibit : the inhabitants all enjoy that hapjjy medio- 
crity which is the result of a gentle administration, f 
In ihany places the peasants dwell in substantial 
stone houses, and eat meat every day :§• their cattle, 
horses, and labourers are all in excellent condition ; 

* KeLsbeck, i. 205. Personal observation, 
t Austria as it is, p. 72. Poisbeok, i- 205. $ IbuL*ji. 71. § 
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in few places in the world is there a greater ditfiision 
oPiJhysical enjoyments.* 

The comfortable condition of the Austrian people 
is ow'ing partly to the lenity of the government, which 
has always ruled with a gentle sway in the hereditary 
, dominions of the monarchy, and partly to the pecu- 
liar constitution of the tenure by wliicli the land is 
held. The land is all held by the peasants in feus of 
perpetual leases, for payment of a certain fixed arfnual 
rent. Tints the whole cultivators are in reality ^wo- 
prietors, and enjoy all the advantages of their own 
industry.! Tlie rental or feu-duty paid to the suiie- 
* riors amounts to about li. 5,000,000 Sterling ; but 
enough remains to leave the peasants in attlueuee. 
Education is universal, there being 1151 schools in 
Austria,' and the proportion of those attending them 
to the actual poimlation 1 in 15, and every iierson can 
read dnd write, but few of them possess information of 
any real,, value.§ I’lie population of the two provinces 
was, in 1808, 1,708,000 souls; and the inhabitants 
slowly on the increase, the proportion of marriages 
being as 1 to 117-|| The general enjoyment of lauded 
property has not been found to produce any tendency 
towards a redundant population ; habits of comfort and 
a high standard of jiving being universally diffused. 

In Stvria, CARiNTtirA, the Tyrk>i,, add Sat.tz- 


^ Reisbeck, ii. 71. 

t MacdoiiJiUfs Account of Austria, Etiiiiliurgli Enoyclopffc'dja. 

X Reisbeck, ii. 71. 

(5 Miiodonabf, Jl)id, and Moreau’s 8tat. de la Grande Bretagne, ii. 

j( Raymond and Roth. Stat. de La Monarchie Autrichionne, 171 — 
177. 

H Reisbeck, ij. 7 k 
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BURG, the aspect of the population is equally agree- 
able. Cultivation on the lower hills is often. carried 
to the summits ; while in the higher mouutains, the 
white cottages, surrounded by verdant lawns, and 
shaven with the utmost care, present the most de- 
lightful spectacle. * Thougii inferior to Hungary in. 
the fertility, of the soil, these mountain districts are 
Incomparably superior to it in industry and popula- 
tiontt The people long ago threw off the feudal yoke, 
and the liberty of these provinces has’been practically 
established for many centuries. Proi)erty is extreme- 
ly sithdmided, and in many places is porti()ne<l among 
the inhabitants of the valleys in the same way as in' 
the Swiss parishes.]: In Saltzbui'g and most parts of 
the Tyrol every peasant holds hi.s house, garden, and 
little domain in property ; there is no occasi'on to in- 
quire whether he depends upon a landlord ; the clean- 
liness, comfort, and industry which prevail, sfieak a 
language not to be misunderstood.^' “ The l^iltzburg 
peasants,” says Reisbeck, “ eat meat ev'ery' day ; and 
they have abundance of good beer, bread, and brandy : 
their expensive mode of life would, perhaps reduce 
them to poverty, wei’c it not counterbalanced by ad- 
mirable prudence and economy, jj Taxes till of late 
years have •been very inconsiderable. In Tyrol they 
are imposed by the States-General, which liave alw ays 
been animated by an unconquerable spirit of freedom, 
which the government, from the strength of the 
coiuitiy, and the military spirit of its inhabitants, 
have thought it prudent to make no atfbrnpt to ex- 

* Reisbeck, ii. 77. Personal oljservation. f Reisbeck, ii. 79. 

j Ibid. ii. 79. ^ Ibid. i. 146. || Ibid, and Personal Observation. 
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tiiiguish.”* “ When you see tlie farmers,” says Heis- 
beek, “ in these inountainous regions force nourish- 
ment from bare rocks, and reflect on the delightful 
plains of Hungary which lie desolate, the value of li- 
berty aijd property strikes you in full force.”t These 
countries, with Austria, Upper and Lower, are not 
half so large as Hungary; but they yil^d a much 
greater revenue: and there is throughout an ap])ear- 
ance of easy circumstances, which present the niost 
agreeable spectacle to the eyes of the traveller4 
In liOHEMiA aiid Moka viAthe condition of (he peo- 
j)le is totally diflerent. They have no artificial wants, 
and hardly any idea of comfort ; they even deem it 
strange that thej' should he thought to stand in need of 
any tiling.^' I’lieir inode of life is as wretclied as can 
well he imagined ; their hovels of the worst descriii- 
tion;|j^ their food conifiosed of the coarsest species of 
grain, without any intermixtiire of animal food. 
The feii.’lal system here e.xists in all its rigour ; sla- 
very is universal ; the peasantry have no jiroperty of 
their own ; nothing can alter their situation at the 
end of a year from what it was at its commence- 
ment.** Every peasant has a ])iece of ground on 
which he is alloued to I’fork for the use of his family, 
So that the uecessaties of life are not awifnting^ but 
it is only on certain days that lie is af^ihci;;.y to devote 
himself to it, and he has no means of acipuririg a 
stock, or bettering his condition. r j Education uni- 
versal ; the^proportion of those attending the schools 

* . . . • . .. 

llelsheck, I IKi. f Jbid, ii. 79. 

t Per.sonal oWrvation, iiiid llaymoiid find Roilj. p. I‘i6— I9f>. 

§ Ktfisbock, ii. 137. |j Marshall, iii. 310. % Ihid. 

lloisbcck. Ii. J3i>. It Marsbalk iii. 310. ^ ^ 
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being 1 in 13 of the whole population,* but of what 
value is the mere power to read if the peasant has no 
money to purchase books, and if he had never heai-d 
of any work except those M'hich his priest puts into 
his hand ? To perceive either the blessing^s or the 
dangers o^education, we must examine its effects 
when cpexisriing with general liberty and a free press : 
not when given as an useless faculty to a bbdy of feu- 
dal slaves in a despotic monarchy. 

In Hungary the situation of the labouring classes 
is hardly superior. By Nature it is the finest i)art oi’ 
the emperor’s dominions : an extensive and fertile 
plain, watered by numerous navigable rivers, and 
warmed by a genial and temperate sun, offers the 
most favourable elements for a flourishing agricul- 
ture. But its people are poor and indolent; six or 
seven families frequently dwell under the same roof ; 
and the mode of cultivation is rude in the extreme.t 
The finest lands, capable of producing tiO or iOO fold, 
lie desert, and rich plains, which might vie with Lom- 
bardy in agricultural wealth, have sometimes not a sin- 
gle inhabitant, j: 'i’he country seems literally buried un- 
der the magnitude of its agricultural riches ; half the 
land under the plougli is corfetaiitly fallow ; and the 
peasants e:icuse their bad management by the want of 
a market fsp the pi'oductions of the earth. f Its towns, 
thougli numerous and elegant beyond what could pos- 
sibly , be anticipated In so remote a country, j| arc 
wholly insufficient to absorb the redundant produce 
of the soil : and exportation is impossible in conse- 
quence of the physical and political difficplty of navi- 

• Moreai^ ii. 3:54^. t Keisbeck, ii. .'>0. t Ibid. ji. 21-22, 

Ktbsbeck, ii. |i Cbirko n Travels, viii. 213, Wal.^^b, p. 3^'^ 
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gating the Danube on the one side, and the narrow 
sj/lrit of the Austrian government, which, from the 
jealousy of its subjects in Austria projier, has loaded 
it with endless restrictions on the other.* 

‘'I’lie people are not slaves ; as in Poland and Bo- 
he,mia, nor feuars, as in Austria ; they are tenants at 
ivill, without leases or 5ny permanent iifterest in the 
soil, liable to be turned away upon tlie slightest cause 
of coinplaint.t Hence their sole object is the gjiatifi- 
cation of their present wants ; they marry early, and 
have numerous families but, being destitute of com- 
fort or foresight, tliey drown their cares in wine, and 
frequently become pale and einaciate<l at thirty years 
of age.§ Proia rty and habits of comfort are unknown 
in the country, where no stimulus to industry is to be 
found, and where the indigence of the cultivators fur- 
nishes the most painful contrast to the luxury and 
spleuflour of the nobles ;jj but it is gradually extend- 
ing in the cities, whether the tenantry have tlie power 
of removing, and which in some places exhibit as 
much comfort and elegance as is to be seen in the plain 
of Yorkshire.^[ 

In the remotest parts of the country, however, and 
on the frontiers of European civilisation, a race of 
men has sprung ,up, vi hose situation ayd character , 
atfcrtfd a striking contrast to the gt-neral* depression 
W'hich prevails among the peasantry. ^)n the fron- 
tiers of Transylmnia a species of militai-y colony of 
free peasants has been established, under the ifarne of 
Saxons, to* guard the pa.sses against the dreaded in- 
cursions of the Turks.** Extraordinary privileges 
* • 

lloisbock, ii. 23. f Ibid. ii. 31. t Ibid. ii. bii. Ibid. ii. 23. 

II Reisbeck; ii. 65. 11 Clarke, viii. 276^^291, Walsb. \VaLli, 287. 
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have been granted to these military settlers. They 
hold their lands in freehold, entirely free from all feu- 
dal services or burdens ; they have a little Parliament 
of their own, which settles all the burdens to be im- 
posed on the colony ; and they enjoy on the frontier 

f* 

between Turkish despotism and Austrian power, all 
the privileges of British liberty.* I’he importance of 
preserving this valuable body of men, in their dan- 
gerous post, has rendered the government singularly 
careful of respecting their privileges.! The conse- 
quence of this political anomaly iii the Iluugarian 
states has been in the highest degree interesting. 
Scarcelj'^ has tlie traveller descended from the, roman- 
tic and woody defiles which separate Transylvania 
from the Turkish provinces, when the settlements of 
these little freeholders attract his attention ; the com- 
fort and opulence which they exhibit afford a pleasing- 
contrast to the desolation of the eastern states', the 
substantial dress, neat dwellings, and independent air 
of the military colonists, afford tlie clearest indications 
of their pi’osperous condition.! As he continues his 
journey, the same agreeable appearances continue 
wherever the Saxon freeholders have been establish- 
ed. In the midst of the indoletice and poverty which 
, prevails on the great estates which surround them, 
they exhibit the ssme marks of industry, comfort, and 
happiness ; and it is with regret that he at length 
leaves their cheerful abodes for the mingled hovels 
and palaces of the Hungarian plains.^' 

In Pkussia, the condition of the labouring classes 
has long been singularly prosperous, notwith.stand- 

I ^ 

Walsli, p. 287 — f Ibid. p. ji88. 

X Wal^^h. § Clarke^ viiL. p, Walsh, p, 28iK 
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ing the despotic nature of the government. The 
farmers are remarkable for the comfort in which they 
live * i their dress, their food, furniture, and dwgllings 
indicate a degree of wealth bordering on luxury. * 
The peasantry and labourers even are well fed ; and 
in few countries are the rights and interests of the 
cultivators more sedulously attended t© by govern- 
ment. f • Forming the strength of the monarchy, 
which depends for its existence on the number’s and 
attachment of its military population, especial cai’e 
has been taken in every reign that they should not 
be impoverished, i The whole machine of govern- 
ment is. calculated for the protection and security of 
the cultivators ; their land-tax, tliough heavy, § is 
never raised ;|| and every possible regulation is en- 
forced, ‘which is likely to insure the pi’osperity of the 
class from whom both the armies are recruited, and 
the treasury filled. ^1 On the other hand, the manu- 
facturers, whose interests have not, till of late years, 
been so much attended to by government till recent 
times, do not by any means exhibit the same symptoms 
of prosperity. ** Education is more sedulously at- 
tended to by (lovernmeiit than in any other country 
of Europe : not oidy aax* schools, under the direction 
of Government, established in every parish, l^ut the 
duty of giving their children the olelfient^ of education 
is considered as a legal obligation upon their parents, 
which is enfoz'ced by the stale authorities, and^noless 
than one-tenth of the po[mlation are in constant at- 
tendance on the parish s<;liools, being more than Scot- 

* Reisbcck,*ii- 269. + Ibid.* J Moore’s View, ii. 171 — 186. 

§ Mursliall, iii. 286. jj Reisbeck, ii. t26!). 

t Reisbeck* ii. 276. ** Ibid- 
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land, where it is 1 in Jl.* The statistical tables ex- 
hibit a high degree of information ; no less than 1 in 
7 of the whole population being in attendance on tlie 
immary schools :f but this only shows how extremely 
deceptive a test that one fact, but a single element in 
the production of general information, in reality is ; 
and how entirely incapable it is, without general li- 
berty and a free press, to influence, in any* material 
degree, the habits or character of the people. 

In consequence of the protection and regular admi- 
nistration of the Prussian government, both agricul- 
ture and population have made exti'aordinarv advances 
of late years. The inhabitants have increased twofold 
in the last half century, | and the present rate of in- 
crease will double their jyresent numbers in the next 
twenty-six years. § Should this rate continue, it 
\ViIl be the nearest approach to an American rate of 
increase Avhich any hluropoaii state lias presented. || 
There are no symptoms, however, of redundant num- 
bers ; everywhere is to be seen an astonishing increase 
of farms and agriculture but no appearances of 
distress. 

Tliese indications of prosperity are particularly con- 
spicuous in Silesia. This opident province is full of 
' flourisiiing titles, numerous villages, and neat farm- 
houses.ff Maniitactures have long flourished iu*the 
j)rovince, and a large part of the wealth thus acquired 
has bepn laid out in the purchase and improvement 
of land, which has diffused an uncommon activity and 
spirit of freedom among the, peasantry. |4 Land is 

* Moreau, i. 'f* J J{ei.sbeek,<ii. :S?89. 

§ Dupin*s Force Comnierciale, Vol* i. 3(5. || Ibid. 

1. Uek beck, ii. 289. Russell, i. tt Marshall/ iii, 209, 270. 

i'X Marsball, iii 209, 270. 
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let in farms to the peasantry, who are all freemen, 
and exhibit a most uncommon degree of comfort and 
opulence. * Small properties, however, are extremely 
common over the ichole province ; and it is to this di* 
rectioij that all the savings of the middling and lower 
ranks are turned ;f and these little estates arc always 
inhabited by a decent, industriom, and comfortable 
people. I* The ease and prosjierous aspect of the pro- 
vince is the more I’emarkable, as the taxes are ex- 
tremely heavy; and it can be asci’ibed only to the 
practical mildness and regularity of the government, 
and the entire absence of all the feudal privileges 
which desolate the ad joining provinces of Bohemia. § 
In Bavaria the appearance of the population is 
widely diflerent, at least in the agricultural districts of 
tlie coiintry. From the court to the cottage indolence is 
the characteristic of the country. j| The peasants are 
nominally villains, but with the enjoyment of much 
greater property in land and houses than in Bohemia.^f 
Wealth is most unequally distributed arnongthe tenan- 
try ; some of them arc extremely ojmlent, and sur- 
rounded by others miserably indigent.** Though 
jdaced in the same latitude with Austria, they have 
no wine, and but fe\»^ fruits, and are unacquainted 
with any specie.? of culture, but the fude practice 
tra'nsinitted to them from their forefath^>rs.ft In ex- 
tenuation of their indolence in these matters, the pea- 
sants plead their want of internal communication, and 
the impossibility of exportation, from all their rivers 
running into Austria4f From these causes, though 
the soil is.rich, and not half the land is under jiroper 

• Marshall, iii- 275. f Ibid. J Ibid. § Ibid. 372- 

li Reisbock, i. 1 16. ^ Marshall, iii. HI 5. ’• Iteisbcbk, i. 118. 

ft Schloetzer, Agiic do Bavaria, 92. It Rcisbeck, i. 116. 
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management, agriculture is so deficient, that, except in 
favourable seasons, it does not produce enough for its 
inhabitants.* The people are dirty, and seem to en- 
joy few of the comforts of life, though greatly more 
than in Bohemia ;t but the great cause of the^back- 
ward state of the country is the extreme ignorance 
which everywhere prevails ; an ignorance so gross 
an'd universal, that it draws a perpetual nighfover the 
rural inhabitants.:]: The Catholic religion, which ^lere 
is to be found in its most bigoted form, opposes an in- 
vincible barrier to tlie progress of useful knowledge, 
and the parish priests, though in reality as untutored 
as the peasants, have an instinctive aversion to every 
species of information.^’ Taxation is injudiciously 
laid on : tlie ecclesiastical proprietors, Avho are ex- 
tremely numerous, being entirely exempted, and the 
burden laid on the peasantry, with little regard to the 
means of bearing it.|| The proportion of marriages is 
as 1 to 9d, and the population 1,180,000; tlv3 peo- 
ple, though inferior by one-half to what they might 
be under better management, being under the influ- 
ence of none of the x’estrictions pi'ovided to the prin- 
ciple of incrcase.i[ 

“One would imagine,” says* Reisbeck, “that the 
‘Erzegehirge dnd the Thuringian forests are the boun- 
daries placed ^by nature between light and darkne's.s, 
riches and poverty, freedom and slavery. Probably 
in the whole extent of the world, a stronger contrast 

Schloetzer, 104. f Heisbeck, i. ]18. « 

J: Reisbeck, i. 1 IG. Tlie proportion oCohildreii iitscliool to the whole 
people is 1 in 7, nearly double that of Scotland : anotlier jiroof of tlie 
delusion which tliat .single fact alone would spread, where free institu- 
tions are aw’antinfi^. — Moreau, i. 333. , 

^ Reisbeck, i. 1 IG. jj Art. de Bavaria, Edin. Enc> lop. 

^ Reislieckj ii. 187, 
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cannot be found than between Saxony and Bavaria, 
and yet nature has done more for the latter than the 
former.”* Everything demonstrates that the Saxon 
farmer is a freeman : animated countenances, better 
figures^ and universal cleanliness, are the agreeable 
features which strike a traveller on ]ps first entrance 
into the country, j The population is very great, 
amounting jn-ior to the late partition to l,900,00d 
whereas Bavaria, though far richer by nature, had 
not much more than fiaJj' that numher : but yet the 
comfort of the inhabitants was infinitely greater in 
the former country than the latter.^ All these ad- 
vantages Saxony owes to the free spirit of her constitu- 
tion, and the admirable education of lier people. The 
power of the elector is more limited than any other 
prince ' in Germany. The Saxon iieople have had 
spirit enough to preserve that free constitution which 
they ’transmitted to their English descendants; and 
many striking points of resemblance may still be tra- 
ced both between the manners and institutions of the 
two countries. j| The court cannot make the smallest 
law without the consent of the States-General ; and 
they not only grant subsidies, but extend their atten- 
tion to other branches of government.^l Education is 
universal ; the inhabitants of the smalkst villages in * 
the* mountains, apparently shut out frojn* the world, 
are better informed, and more polished than the citi- 
zens of the largest towns in the south of Germany.** 
Though often poor, they are alu'ays frugal, cheerful, 
and cleanly, and abject /listress is hardly ever to be 
seen. If 

>•? « 

* Reisbeck, ii. 187. f Ibid. 154’. J Ibid. 177. § Russell,!, p. 172. 

II Reisbect, ii. 173-4. f Ibid. 174-5. Ibid. 192. ^ ft Ibid. 
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The vast and varied picture of Germany presents 
the most interesting subject for reflection. In its hap- 
piness, equally as its misery, in its bright as much as 
its dark shades, it illustrates the influence of Govern- 
ment upon the situation and prospects of mankind. 
In some district it exhibits poverty and suffering in 
the midst of t,he greatest abundance of natural riches ; 
in* others plenty and prosperity under natural disad- 
vantages ; indigence is seen pervading a scanty,, and 
comfort a numerous population. The onjy clue to 
these varied appearances is the political condition of 
the people, and they leave on the mind an indelible 
impression, how little public happiness is dependent 
on the gifts of nature, or the stage of social advance- 
ment, and how much on the habits which government 
has diffused, the desires which property has aAvakeu- 
ed, and the intelligence which education enlleri 
forth. 


XI. lUEI.AND. 

Ireland exhibits, perhaps, the most remarkable phe- 
nomenon that is to be met with at this time in tlie 
whole civilized world ; and it has accordingly e.xcited 
more attention, though hitherto with very little good 
effect, ^tlian any other country in JHurope. For the 
last fifteen *yeai’s,».it least one-half of the time of every 
Session of Parliament has been entirely engrossed 
with Irish affairs ; and the greatest talent in Great 
Britain has been devoted to its consideration. Not- 
withstanding all thisj however, all the evils of a re- 
dundant population and general destitution continue 
there unabated ; all the principal towns in Great Bri- 
tain are overwhelmed with an inundatiorij of Irisli 
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poor ; and at length decisive evidence has been ob- 
tained as to the extent to which these evils have gone 
in Ireland, by the evidence adduced by the Poor Law- 
Commissioners, who so minutely and laboriously in- 
vestigated the condition of the poor in that country ; 
who have not only collected an unparalleled mass of 
evidence as to the enormous amount of destitution 

•“I 

which prevails, but ascertained that there are above 
two .millions of iiersons in that country who are in 
such a state of- poverty, as generally to stand in need 
of parochial assistance. * 

It certainly appears at first sight a most extraor- 
dinary circumstance, that so much, it may be said, such 
unparalleled destitution should exist in a country 
which is not only under the direction of a Christian 
governanent, but which has long formed part of the 
dominions of Great Britain — the institutions of which 
havc'carried human prosperity and elevation elsewhere 
to the highest pitch ; and for above forty years has 
been actually incorporated with the realm which, by 
universal consent, stands at the head of European ci- 
vilisation. The violence of party spirit, which has 
long distracted that unhappy island, has rendered it 
a matter of unusual difficulty to ascertain tlie truth, 
either in regard to the actual circumstarjees of its in- 
hat>itants, or the causes to which tl:v?h’ sullvriugs have 
been owing. The magnitude and iinpfirtaiice of the 
subject could not be adequately discussed in less than 
several volumes. All that can be attempted* in this 
place is, to point out the actual condition of the great 
bulk of the Irish population, and to explain in simple 
propositioils, the causes to which it seems to be owing. 

* Report of Commissioners on Frisli Poor, and evidence. annexed, 
4 ^ 2 , 117 . 
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I 

It is unhappily superfluous to refer to authority 
for proof of the great destitution which prevails aliRe 
in the urban and rural population of Ireland. JEvery 
traveller who has visited that country can bear 
witness to the vast extent of the indigence which 

. c 

■prevails. Notwithstanding the unparalleled muni- 
ficence of tl^ British Government to the poor in 
Dublin, and the grant of sums from the Exchequer, 
annua'lly, to the extent of no less than L. 175,000 
a-year and, notwithstanding all the efforts of the 
beneficence of individuals in that great city, the 
people are reduced to such a state of misery from the 
absence of the greater j>art of the landholders^ it’oin 
the redundance of population, and the want of any 
legal relief, that the Mendicity Society have been 
compelled to resort to the extraordinary, and perhaps 
unexampled expedient, of marching an array of three 
or four thousand beggars through the streets of Dub- 
lin, in order to awaken, by their hideous exhjbition, 
the sympathy of the benevolent. The habitual misery 
of the poor is just as great in Cork, Limerick, Lon- 
donderry, and all the other great cities of tlie kingdom ; 
and their sufferings in crowded alleys of those cities 

Granted Iiy British Parliament to Pi'otestant Schools 


ill Dublin, - - - L. 38,331 

Ftjcmlliiig Jlospital, - . , 

liousr of Industry, - - , 30,()i0 

Fever Hospital, - - - . j 9^000 

Dublin Police, - - - - 26,f)00 

Lock Hospital, - « - ^ 8,ti07 

Dublin Society, - - - - 

Lunatic Asylum, - # - - 7,000 

Society for Education of Poor, - - 5,538 


LJ75,<Hr>— 

Park Report, 1818, and Suppk to Encyclopaedia Brit, f, 108. 
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during the great contagious fevers of 1817 and 1827, 
ou'the latter of which occasions, sixty thousand fever 
patients passed througli the Fever Hospital of Dublin 
alone, are such as would exceed belief, if not ascer- 
tained b^ unquestionable and Parliamentary autho- 
rity. * , 

The condition of the people over the'gnviter part of 
Ireland is et|ually bad ; and, in fact, this frightful accu- 
mulation of abject poverty in the great towns, is* the 
result chiefly of the total absence either of any means 
of comfortable subsistence, or relief from destitution, 
ia the country. The population of the island amounts 
*at j)reseftt to about eight millions of souls ; and al- 
though this number is not one-third of what might 
be comfortably maintained in the country, if industry 
generally prevailed, and cultivation was carried on in 
an improved manner, yet it is greatly raoi’e than, 
under ‘existing circumstances, can earn a livelihood. 
N^ot only,0fe the wages of labour in general miserable, 
amounting often to not more than one-half of that 
which a similar class of workmen obtain in Great 
Britain ; but during the whole winter months, no 
employment whatever is to be had ; and the peasantry 
subsist entirely upon the»little patches of potato land 
which are attaclied to their dwellings. When sip-ing 
returns, the head of the family planffe his potatoes ; 
and in vast numbers of cases locks up his house, and 
leaves home in quest of employment in the neighbour- 
ing island ; while his wife takes the tea-kettle, often 
her only article of furnitur«^ in her hand, and, followed 
by a train of ^oung children clothed in tatters, earns 
a precarious subsistence, till’ the potato crop is ready 

* Report on the Fever of 
VOL. I. li 
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for lifting, by soliciting alms on the highways, or 
partaking in the never-failing charity of the cottages 
of the farmers and of the poor. * 

In 1754, Ireland was computed to contain 2,372,634 
souls; in 1791, 4,206,612; and in 1840, its inhabi- 
tants are certainly not .less than 8,500,000. f Thus, 
in less than,ninety years, its inhabitants have increased 
'^fourfold; a rate of increase for so long a period pro- 
bably unexami^Ied in an old state in any previous age 
of the world. At present, its ruraT population is by 
far the densest in any country in existence : it is not 
remarkable for the nujnber or magnitude of its great 
towns ; and yet its inliabitants are more numerous in” 
proportion to the extent of surface than even England, 
Italy, Flanders, France, or Holland ; besprinkled as 
they are with the largest and most opulent eities and 
manufacturing establishments in Christendom.t This 
unparalleled magnitude of population, with itti rapid 
increase, becomes the more surprising, when it is I'e- 
collected that Ireland has, with the exception of the 
linen fabrics in the north, no important manufactures ; 
that its exports, as compared with tlmse of any other 
part of the British empire, are inconsiderable that 

* Personal observation, f Wakefield, ii. 712; NeM^enliarn, 4k 
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Dublin and Cork are its only large commercial towns, 
thSt its agriculture is in so backward a state, that, ac- 
cording to the best authorities, it would require an ex- 
penditure of L. 120,000,000, to bring its cultivation 
up to a^level with that of the neighbouring island of 
Great Britain and that the average rent of its sur- 
face is only X7s. an English acre, f , 

These extraordinary statistical facts and apparent 
contradictions have forcibly arrested the attention, as 
well they might,' of all thinking men in Great Britain ; 
and the evil has been forced on the consideration even 
of the most heedless, by the prodigious influx of the 
Irish poor into the neighbovtring island ; an immigra- 
tion so great, that, as already noticed, it amounted 
between 1801 and 1821 to a million of souls ; and 
since thzft time, has probably increased to a still greater 
number. 1 Various, accordingly, have been the ex- 
planations put forth of this remarkable phenomenon ; 
and unhappily a subject wortliy of the calmest and 
most deliberate considei’ation of superior minds, has 
become the topic on which party violence and factious 
ambition have fastened with intense avidity, until it 
has become well nigh impossible to extricate the truth 
out of the conflicting •mass of contradictory state- 
ments. » 


Irish Exports. Exi)oit»tVo«i Orcut 
Oflicial value. Britain. Official value. 


Irish Exports, 1791, L. 4,<)6.7,lCji 

1804, 4,770,388 

, 1821, 7,782,87.7 

1825, 9,244,210 

“Porter’s Pari. Tables, vi. 175, and i. 177. 

* Voting’s Ireland, it. 9 ; Wakefield, i. 585. 
t Humboldt, _xi. I. 
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English oppression. Orange intolerance, ecdesiasti* 
cal tyranny, have been fiercely denounced by the olie 
party as the causes of this unparalleled density and des- 
titution of the people ; Irish recklessness, savage vio- 
lence, Roman Catholic superstition, as loudly re-echo- 
ed by the other, as the real causes of the misery un- 
der the loadrof which not Ireland alone, but the whole 
einpire, are now so heavily burdened. If the preced- 
ing jlrinciples be well founded, the extraordinary ap- 
pearances of the Irish population will adinit of a very 
easy solution, without adopting the extremes of either 
of these conflicting opinions ; or rather by sliowing, 
that, while both parties have been lamentably to ' 
blame in tlieir conduct towards this unhappy people, 
their faults have consisted chiefly in matters which, 
as they had no bearing on party strife, have hitherto 
met with very little attention on either side. 

Ireland is proved by statistical returns to haVe an 
extremely dense, she is known to every one’s pbserva- 
tion to contain a most miserable, population. It may 
be predicated with unerring certainty, therefore, of her 
inhabitants, that they have possessed in great abund- 
ance tlie means of subsistence, and been kept in a state 
of almost total ignorance of the enjoyment of com- 
forts ;,that -the spring. of population has found ample 
room for expansilsn from the plenty of the necessaries, 
and its limitations been kept in almost entire abeyance 
from the absence of the conveniences of life. I'he in- 
quiry,’ therefore, is reduced to the two points. What 
has rendered food so abundant and comfort so rare 
among tliem ? 

The fertility of the soil, joined to the introduction 
of the potato, unquestionably has been” the main 
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cause of the physical means of the expansion afforded 
to* the px’inciple of population. Had it not been for 
the facility of multiplying food which these circum- 
stances afforded, the disposition to increase, arising 
from tjie general destitution which prevailed, might 
have been as great as they are now, but the numbers 
of the people would not have reached a ^hii’d of their 
present amount. Population, how much disposed fo 
press^ from the general low standard of cohifort 
among the. poor, on the limits of subsistence, would 
still have been restrained within narrower bounds, 
from the impossibility of rearing' a family ; and 
the inhabitants of the Emerald Isle, like those of 
Turkey, Persia, or Barbary, would have exhibited 
the well Icnown combination of extreme penury, with 
compartitivel}'^ small and possibly declining numbers. 
But the fertility of the soil, and tlie vast extent of its 
arable ground, much greater in iirojiortion to the 
whole sjirface than either that of England or Scot- 
land,* afforded the means, if a tolerable degree of se- 
curity was enjoyed by tlie cultivatoi*s, of multiplying 
to a very great extent the means of subsistence ; 
while the potato, which thrives admirably, even un- 
der its rude and imperfect agriculture, at once tripled 
the productive powers of the #oil, by ykdding three 
times as much solid nourishment frofti an acl-e as could 
be obtained from wheaten crops.t The (rovernment 

of Great Britain, though miserably deficient in some of 

« 

Trt'land. Erijrland. Scotland. 

^ Arable acres and meadows, 

Improviiblu wastes, - ?, 000, 000 3,454,000 5,030,000 

Total surface, . - 10,-141,044 32,34ri,401) 10,738,030 

— Porter’s Progress of the Njition, i. 177. 

t NcwetihrAi), 340> Young’s Irelaiul, Appendix, 24, 12. 
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the most important duties of legislation, was yet suffi- 
ciently powerful and just to give the cultivator at leaSt 
security for enjoying the rude produce of his hands ; 
and that tliey have enjoyed that protection their prodi- 
gious increase affords decisive evidence. Thus the Irish 
people possessed extraordinary facilities for the multi- 
plication of subsistence ; and it might be consequent- 
ly concluded, that, if the limitations to increase aris- 
ing ft'om the general spread of artificial wants had 
not made any considerable progress ‘among them, a 
numerous population, with a low standard of comfort, 
would, to a certain extent, be the I’esult. 

But more was requisite to produce the prodigious 
I'edundance and almost boundless increase of tbe Irish 
agricultural population ; and when the causes which 
brought about tliese habits are taken into corrsidera- 
tion, they not only prove that Ireland is no exception 
to the general jirinciples •alread}'^ illustrated, biit af- 
fords the strongest possible confirmation of thgm. 

1. Without doubt the first circumstance which 
contributed to produce the low standard of comfort, 
and unbounded disposition to increase in the Irish 
pool*, was their subjugation by a foreign nation, who 
did not make their island the seat of government. The 
. example of the Norma^j conquest of England is a de- 
cisive prodi, that»:such a conquest, if effected, of so 
considerable a country as to occupy the first care, and 
to become wound up with the highest interests of the 
victor, ’ is not only nowise inconsistent- with subse- 
quent prosperity, but may become a principal element 
in its formation.* But the ease is M'idely different 
when the conquest is effected by a country which go- 


See Alison’s Europe, ii. 68, T2. 
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venis its acquisition as a province. There the evil ef- 
fects of not forming the chief object of government are 
immediately felt. What Hungary is to Austria, and 
Poland to Russia, that Ireland has long been to Britain. 

2. The very fact, however, of this conquest of Ire- 
land, and its subsequent retention without difficulty 
by England, argues a defect in vigour oy durable I'e- 
solution hi the native Irish race. The pi’oof of thislis 
deciskre. Scotland now contains less than tlireft "mil- 
lions of inhabittints, and Ireland nearly nine ; and the 
same proportion, with littl# variation, has subsisted 
through the whole history of both countries. Scot- 
land, moreover, has 5,000,000 of arable acres, and 

12.000. 000 of irreclaimable waste ; Ireland has 

5.000. 000 of waste, and 12,000,000 of arable acres. 
Nevertheless, Edward I. invaded Scotland ivith 80,000 
men and was in the end defeated, and the inroad has 
lieen fenewed with alike force by his successoi’s at lea.st 
twenty jliffei'ent times, yet always terminated in dis- 
asters and expulsion from the Scottish territory. 
Henry II. invaded Ireland with 1100 men at arnis^ 
2000 archers, and at once subjugated the whole coun- 
try ; and tliough repeated attempts have since been 
made by the native population to throw olf the Eng- 
lish yoke, they have never approached evon to spccess, 
and»never succeeded in collecting » force Vhich ten 
thousand English could not with ease d]sj)er.se. 

3. But in these repeated though abortive attempts 
to break off the English connection, an evil of the 
very first n^agnitude vv'as hiflicted on Ireland, by Eng- 
lish severity, for the consequences of which both 
countries are now, and have been for a very long pe- 
riod, undeigoing retribution. This was the iinjnense 
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confiscation of land which took place upon each re- 
volt ; a system of attainder carried through succes- 
sive ages to such an extent, particularly in the reigns 
of Elizabeth and Cromvvell, that nearly the whole 
landed property of the country changed hands.* Had 
the new proprietors been soldiers of fortune who set- 
tled on their; acquired estates, as the Normans did in 
E'ngland, or thefollowersof Robert Bruce, wlio effected 
a similar transfer in Scotland, the evil would soon have 

been oVrliterated. But that was not the case. The 

♦ 

persons who got the grants from the English crown 
were English nobles, or mercantile companies, whose 
favour it was their object to projritiate ; and they could 
not or would not leave their possessions or places of busi- 
ness in Great Britain to settle in seraibarbarous wilds 
on the other side of the channel. They devolved 
the care of their great estates, in consequence, upon 
stewaj'ds and tenants, who farmed for a certain 'fixed 
rent immense districts of land in all parts of tj^e coun- 
try. As these districts became filled up with cottars, 
the collection of the rents by themselves became im* 
jTOSsible, and they in their turn devolved the irksome 
and sometimes dangerous duty on inferior tenants, who 
again did the same with the districts whichthey acquir- 
, ed. Thence the middlemen and universal oppression of 
the actual'cultiva^ors over the country ; and to •this 
cause, more ftian any other, the slow growth and en- 
tire absence in many districts of artificial wants among 
the peUsantry. 'I'o such a length has it been carried, 
that it is not unusual to have middlemen interpos- 
ed between the owner of the soil and the actual cul- 
tivator; all of whom live,' and sometimes make for- 

* Alison’s Europe, v. 27G, Linj^arti, xiv, 
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times on tiie produce of his labour ; and the rent of 
ordinary potato ground to the man who actually works 
the land is often from five to eight guineas an acre.* 

4. The application to Ireland of the English law, 
which^permits the owner of the land, as ovei’-Iord, to 
distrain the effects of all tenants and subtenants wlio 
ai'e brought upon the soil, has been attended with little 
injury to the habits of the people in any part of 
Britain ; because the practice of subletting, at least be- 
yond a single subtenant, has never been genei’ally esta- 
blished. But in Ii’eland it- has proved to the last de- 
gree disastrous, because that practice being, from the 
causes now mentioned, almost universal, and a num- 
ber of tenants generally interposed between the owner 
of the soil and the actual cultivator, there was no li- 
mit to^the risk of tlie stock or effects of a farmer be- 
ing swept off by the execution eitlier of the landlord, 
or any of the numerous intermediate landlords, who 
were clpthed with bis rights, if there was a failure on 
the part of any one of the subordinate holders to 
make good his stipulated rent. Nothing, accoi’d- 
ingly, was more common than for a peasant who 
had paid his rent to his own landlord, from whom 
he took the land, to ‘be distrained for some deficit 
owing by some of his superiors to tlie owner of* 
the soil. * It is needless to enlarge oi^ tlie necessary 
effect of such a system, to which the Irish landlords 
long clung, as to the Magna Charta of their ^estates. 
It nece.ssarily rendered the growth of agricultural ca- 
pital or habits of comfopt among the peasantry impos- 
sible, and chained them in the most advanced stages 

m 

* Wakefiijd, i. 287. 

t Art. Ireland, Eueydopicdiii Brit. Sini. v. 111. 
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of society to those physical enjoyments alone of which 
they could not be deprived by human injustice. 

5. Freedom, the most valuable blessing that can be 
conferred upon civilized and enlightened, is the great- 
est curse that can be inflicted on savage and igporant 
man ; for it is surrendering him, when unable to di- 
rect them, to the guidance of his own impetuous pas- 
sions. It has been repeatedly observed by travellers 
who have visited other countries after traversing* Ire- 
land, that in non* of them, not even the most despo- 
tic, is misery so general and poignant as in that scene 
of woe ; and an intelligent traveller has recently ob- 
served with evident justice, that not only could the 
Irish’ peasant see much to envy in the condition of 
the serfs of Russia,* but even he would be immensely 
benefited by an exchange with the convicts who toil 
ill the wilds of Siberia.f Unquestionably the condi- 
tion of the Negroes in the West Indies, prior to their 

%■ 

“ • 1 have no hesitation in saying that the condition of the peasantry 
here, (near Twer,) is far superior to tlie .same class in Ireland. In 
litissia provisions are plentiful, good, and cheap, while in Ireland they 
are scantj^ poor, and dear, the greater part being expoj ted IVom the 
latter country. Gootl comfortable log-houses are liero found in every 
village, immense droves of cattle are scattered ovei* unlimited pastures, 
and whole forests of fuel may be liad for*u trille. Witli ordinary in- 
c.lustry and econoijy, tJie Russian pc^asant may liiecome rich, t\s|)eciiilJy 
those of the vitt^iges situ^'/ed between the capitals,’' — Coclirane’s 7i*a* 
vels in Siberia, 7^).^ 

“tin Siberia, tlie government convicts have ample time to work their 
lands, and reap abundance of corn and vegetables. Scarcely any full- 
grown mak can he found who has not two or tlnee horses, and as 
many horned cattle, employed during the season in carrying tlie ore, 
for which they are paid at the rate of thirteen copccs the pood, wdiich 
yields during the time employed a sum adequate for the purchase of 
a pound and a half of meat and three' of In ead dail)', in addition to the 
lands allotted to the convicts.” — Ibid, i, 190, 
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]ate emancipation, generally speaking, was infinitely 
p’referable. It is perhaps the worst effect of that well- 
meant but most disastrous measure, that it will ap- 
proximate the condition and habits of the Negro race 
in those beautiful islands to that of the Irish peasantry.* 
The Irish therefore, suffered immensely by tlieir po- 
litical connection with and dependence ^on a country 
so infinitely more advanced in the career of civili- 
sation as Great Britain; and no one step in 'their 
history has bedn more prolific of disaster, than that 
premature emancipation of their i)easantry from the 
bonds of predial servitude which has in consequence 
taken place. 

These are painful truths, and they will be unpalat- 
able : but those who have the welfare of the human 
race at* heart, will tell them openly, without any re- 
gard to existing passions or prepossessions. No one 
can cfonternplate the condition of the Ii’ish peasantry, 
and refljjct on their disregard of human life, their list- 
less and improvident habits, their total destitution, 
frequent contagious disorders, and woful penury when 
seized with disease ; and above all, their boundless 
habits of increase, without being sensible tliat they 
ai’e in the condition when Nature intended that they 
should be the jjroperty and at once subject to t^e con- 
troh and maintained at the expensetif a maSter. Care 

* Many grievous instances of cruelty, rloiibtless, occurred in the West 
Indies during the days of .slavery ; hut the general condititvi of the 
people was prosperous in the extreme. Their cottages, gartlens, and 
overhanging Iruit trees, exhibited a sciene of rural felicity rankly to he 
met with ; their fare and accommodations were superior to those of 
the English hi^liourcr; liy working two days in the v^eek, on their 
own account, they could often save L. .‘io a-year; and in t\A f> years 
««d a-half eai fi their own freedom, — Peixmal knowledge, 



50 8 


PRINCIPLE OF INCREASE 


in sickness, maintenance in old age, security from pe- 
nury, and hopeless destitution, are the first requisites 
of human felicity in such stages of society. Manifold 
as are the abuses of slavery, they are to savage man 
productive of incomparably less suffering than t|ie des- 
titution of freedom. 

6. When sjiavery was abolished, poor laws became 
indispensable ; and yet nothing was done for their esta- 
blishUient. In many most important particulani the 
Emerald Isle has sufiei-ed most grievously .from what 
Arthur young justly calls “ the occasional fits of in- 
sanity in the Irish Parliament,” but in none so much 
as in the total neglect, or rather olistinate refusal, of 
its legislature to establish any compulsory legal provi- 
sion for the poor. No poor law, it is well known, ex- 
isted in Ireland till it was fairly forced upon ‘them a 
few years ago by the British Parliament, much again.st 
their will, by the horrible destitution of the poojile, 
and the vast numbers in which, from the waiv!. of any 
relief at home, they immigrated into the adjoining 
island of Great Britain. Now, the dissolution of the 
monasteries, and the transference of the estates of the 
Church to the Protestant clergy, had occasioned just 
the same necessity for legal relief there whicli was so 
stronglv feltdn the njeighbouring island, and produced 
at the saiifb time tiie 4iSd of Elizabeth, and the Scittch 
Act 1579. The existence ofthis immense accumulation 
of unrelieved misery for two hundred and fifty years in 
Ireland, has been by far the greatest sin for which the 
British government has to apswer ; and it is under 
its effects, accordingly, that the empire is now univer- 
sally and justly labouring.’ The miserable wretches 
thus al'owed by a selfish, hard-hearted legislature of 
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absent proprietors, to linger on year after year and 
century after century, did what mankind invariably 
do in such circumstances ; they all became the parents 
of a population not less destitute and degraded than 
themselves. Pauperism, recklessness, want of fore- 
sight were thus perpetuated in the land ; and in the 
midst of the British empire a perennial stream of des- 
titution tttid redundant numbers was opened, whith, 
flowing* incessantly for two centuries and a half, 
has overspread all the three kingdoms, and brought 
upon their inhabitants that just x*etribution, which so 
long continued a neglect of human suflering could 
not fail, under the administration of a righteous Pro- 
vidence, in the end to induce. 

7. While suflering under so many evils inflicted by 
their superiors or foreign hands, the Jrisli peasantry 
have much to answer for, in the almost incredible vio- 
lence and infatuation which has so often led them to 
drive capital ami industry out of their country, by 
murdering the persons who introduced either agricul- 
tural or manufacturing improvements, or burning the 
most promising industrial establishments. They have 
been justly characterized by Sir H. Vivian, in his evi- 
dence before Parliamant on the Coercion Act, as the 
people in Europe.who evince the greatest indi/Ierence , 
to human life ;* and, admitting th«t the Oovernraent 
which has for so long a period exposed*the Irish pea- 
santry to so many causes of evil, are in a great degree 
answerable for this dSigraceful characteristic, it is im- 
possible not to feel satisfied, that much is also to he 
ascribed to the Irish character itself, which has retain- 
ed this sanguinary propensity under circumstances 

• Sir H. Vivian’s Evidence before Coercion CommittoT' 1833* 
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where it might reasonably be expected to have yield- 
ed to the increasing indulgence of the British sway 
and extended humanity of the age.^ And nothing 
can be clearer, than that until this frightful evil is re- 
moved by the strong arm of Government, or the im- 
provement in the habits of the people, all attempts to 
induce Britis}i capital to emigrate to that country, or 
to 'spread more industrious or provident habits among 
them,*^will prove almost entirely nugatory. 

8. Situated as the Irish i)easantry ' are,„ the great 
proportion of them who belong to the Romish church, 
must be considered as a most serious evil. That the 
ministers of that persuasion may in some circum- 
stances be a blessing to mankind is abundantly proved, 
especially by the examples of La Vendee, Tyrol, and 
parts of Spain ; but when temporal passion is wound 
up with Romish ambition, and the arts of an illi- 
terate and impassioned priesthood are employed for 
the purpose of rousing the people to aim at political 
ascendency over their Protestant landlords, by means 
of violence and intimidation, it is impossible to con- 
ceive a state of things fraught with more disastrous 
consequences to the best interests of humanity.f It 
necessarily sets the tenantry everywhere at war with 
• their landlords ; adds religious bittariiess to civil dis- 
sension ; itxid iritK)duces hatred and animosity be- 

'* Offences <M)iiimitte<l in Ireland. 

Assault with 


1832, 

218 

iiuent to 
n>urder. 

179 

Robbery, 

1172 

• 

Burglary^ 

844 

Rape. 

212 

Burning 

houses. 

571 

AttacUs 

bousei 

1675 

Persons committed in 

Ireland. 

• 




1832, 

429 

22 

98 

191 

239 

27 

314 

1836, 

340 

127 

198 

*:2o 

197 

38 

209 

1837, 

269 

111 

130 

182 

144 

41 

81 


-Pari. Pt^pers, 14tli March 1834. Porter's Tables, vi. 134, vii. 139. 
f Lords’ ^Report on Irish Affairs, 1839. Appendix, 236, 462. 
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tween tliQse classes upon whose union and co-opera- 
tion the improvement of the habits of the people is 
mainly dependent. The Roman Catholic clergy also 
everywhere encourage marriage among their flocks, on 
account of the fees they receive for officiating on such 
occasions. The habit of early and imprudent mar- 
riages is accordingly* * * § much more universal among 
them ‘ than the Protestants, f 'I'his circumstance 
addii to the tendency, already sufficiently great*, which 
the peasantry feel that way, from their destitute 
condition and ignorance of artificial wants. As a 
natural consequence, there is hardly a jieasant of twenty 
who is, not married, and invariably the greater the des- 
titution of the people, the greater is the rapidity with 
which they contract the marriage union. :j; 

These are the real evils of Ireland, the circumstances 
which have overspread the empire with Irish paupers, 
andnnade their unhappy isle i\nigi'Mixi(y(lficinapauperumy 

for the whole dominions of Great Britain. Kducation is 

* 

obtained on easy terms ; the proportion attending the 
primary schools is greater than in Scotland ;§ and every 
writer on the country has observed tliat, tliough moral 
or religious information are deplorably deficient, the 
mere rudiments of knqwdedge are veiy generally difl us- 
ed. II But of whpt avail is the pow^er ofii'eading if thg 
poverty of the people is sucli that rot one ii.» an hundred 
can ever piircliase a book ; or if any bodks are acquired, 

* Newenliani, SI ; Wakt.'iicld, ii. (iSO. f Wakefielil, ii. a7s. 

f Pari. RejKU't 183G on Irisli Poor 338; anti Revnn’s Evils of fre- 
laiitl, 81. 

Scholars at school. Vopulaliori in 183.*3. Propoi tion of scholars 

§ 1833. ^vholc populntirMK 

Scotlaiifl, ‘ 5>20,000 1 fo 10 

Ireland, ^ 857,602 7,940,000 J to 0 

— Moreau, Stilt, de la Grand Bret. ii. 333. ^ 

II Wakefield, ii. 404. Survey of Cork, 714. Wild’s Killarney, 167. 
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they are in general the legends of saints, or histories of 
thieves, prostitutes, and smugglers, calculated only td 
inflame the passions or augment the disorders of both 
sexes.* 

The political topics which have been so ardently pro- 
moted by the popular party in the empire, and been the 
object of such , vehement contention, and laborious in- 
vestigation in the British Parliament for the last foi’ty 
years, have hardly any bearing on the real condition of 
the Irish 2 >oor ; nor have they reaped any benefit, 
but rather the reverse, from the disastrous agitation 
in M'hich they have kept the i>eoi)le for half a cen- 
tury. Catholic emancipation had no effect whatever 
in relieving their distresses ; the Refoi-rn Bill has in- 
creased them by widening the breach between the 
landlords and their tenantry ; the virtual abolition of 
tithes has only transferred their amount to rent ; mu- 
nicii)al reform only keej)s open the ghastly wounds of 
the country, and foments political ])a8sion atpong a 
people wholly incapable of either exercising the duties 
of self-gov'ernment, or bearing its excitement. The 
only real benefits which the Irish jjeople have I'eceived 
from the legislation of the twenty years when they 
have been the object of sedulouii attention to Parlia- 
ment, lucve been the increase and general establishment 
of the polic^ force ;«the great improvements in the ad- 
ministration of justice by the county assistant barris- 
ters, and the introduction even on an imperfect plan 
of poor’s I'ates. 

These, however, are immeiise blessings, 'for they 
tend at once to check the vices, arrest the disorders, 
and relieve the sufferings of the poor ; and they have 
gone far 4o countei'balance the evils inflicted on the 


' Wakefield, ii. 398, .399. 
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country uy^ tiie continuance of the political agitation 
of«which it has. so long been the victim. One dread- 
ful and irremediable evil remains behind, — and it is to 
be feared is incapable of removal, — and that is the 
calamitous circumstance, that the opinion of great 
numbefs in both islands demands for the inhabitants 
of each the same rights and institutions ; a demand 
founded qn .the principle that institutions which suit 
men in one stage of society, will proVe equally Jbene- 
licial in every other ; a principle so apparently equi- 
table, that in the end it ma}'^ perhaps be impossible to 
resist its concession, at least in the British empire ; 
which, nevertheless, is in reality about as rational as it 
would be to expect the same measure for clothes to fit 
a stripling of thirteen, a man of thirty, and a gray- 
haired .veteran of seventy ; but which will probably 
require more tlian one generation to feel its disastrous 
effect# before the fatal eri’or it involves is generally 
perceived, and which is in all likelihood not destined 
to be abandoned by mankind, till it has cut off more 
lives, and caused more misery, than either the French 
Revolution or the sword of Napoleon. 

XII. — Great Britain. 

England and Scotland exhibit a curious and high- 
ly interesting object of study to the political philoso- 
pher ; for two opposite agencies, each «f .sui'passing 
power and enei'gy, seem to be acting in both coun- 
tries. If the experience of all ages and of every indi- 
vidual has^irobably confirmed the observation of the 
Pei*sian officer, Araspes, Vhose virtue sunk before the 
beauty of the fair Panthea, that he felt as if he had 
iwo souls, pne exhorting him to noble and generous, 
I. K k ' 



5U 


VRINC'IPLE OF INCREASE 


( 


the other to base and selfish deeds ;* with ejjual justice 
it may be said, that almost every political state, a«d 
Great Britain above them all, exhibits two opposite 
principles in incessant and opposite agency among 
their inhabitants, one tending to human happiness, 
virtue, and elevation ; another to national ‘misery, 
vice, and degradation. 

• If we survey the British empire in one, View, no 
country in the world ever presented such soufces of 
prosperity, or contained so many institutions calcu- 
lated both to secure present happiness to its inha- 
bitants, and establish those habits among them on 
whicli their durable welfare is dependent. ^Vhen we* 
recollect the noble institutions which for above two 
hundred and fifty years have given relief to tlie whole 
indigent persons throughout the realm, and, Avhich, 
however abused in their practical application, have 
prevented during that long period any part «f the 
lower orders from falling into that state of hopeless 
destitution in which redundant population invariably 
flow's ; when we reflect on the long security and pro- 
tection from the horrors of actual warfare wdiich the 
island has enjoyed, the inliabitants of whose southern 
countries have not for a thousand years seen the fires 
of an enemy^’s camp ; when we survey the prodigious 
wealth wl'ich has^during this extraordinary perigd of 
jjacific repose grown up among all classes, and spreail 
its vivifying influence through so many branches of so- 
ciety ; ‘when we observe the unparalleled extent to whicli 
habits of comfort and the enjoyments of opulence have 
diffused themselves through society, and call to mind, 
that, if the paupers of England, — and Mr Jacob has 

/ * Xeii. Cyr. vi. 3* '' 
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declared they do, — fare better than the industrious poor 
ofmost European states, every other rank above the 
lowest are habituated to enjoyments in a still higher 
degree superior to those of a corresponding class in 
other countries ; and when we bear in mind, tliat all 
this has arisen in consequence of the patient industry, 
and urnveariod activity of a people whjase spirit of 
freedom hasf w'orked out a constitution which, beyond 
any other that ever existed, combines security tb the 
fruits of industry, and the means of unlimited eleva- 
tion to the individual, with stability and durability to 
the national institutions ; — we are naturally led to the 
conclusion, that in Great IJritain, if anywhere else in 
the world, the elements of public ami private happi- 
ness are to be found, and that there, in a j)eculiar man- 
ner, the* operation of the principles destined to secure 
the welfare of society, and bring the spring of popu- 
lation permanently under the conti*ol of the limita- 
tions arifsing from general prosperity, might be ex- 
pected to be discerned. 

While no person can be either historically acquaint- 
ed w’ith the past periods, or practically with the pre- 
sent condition of the JJritish empire, without being 
convinced that these sources of public haj)pincss have 
been long pouring a stream of prosperity and Widl-be- 
ing over the land, there are yet mafly features in the 
condition of its inhabitants, especially at the present 
time, which point not less clearly to the agency of 
causes having an oj)posite tendency of neai-ly equal 
power, and*which may eye long turn the balance the 
other way, and prove fatal alike to tlie happiness 
of the people, and the greatness of the state. If we 
tontemplatfi the ma*ss of indigence which in Scotland 
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ovei'spreads the Highland districts, and testers like a 
gangrene in all the great towns to the north of the 
Tweed ; if we consider the enormous quantity of 
spirits which are consumed in its mercantile com- 
munities, and the unparalleled increase of crime with 
which for fifteen yeai’S it has been accompanied ; if 
we recollect, the general loosening of moral obligation 
\vhiclj has taken place in the manufacturing districts 
of ah parts of the island, and the vast conspiracy 
against life and property which has been growing up 
for many years past, without any compunction or hesi- 
tation among so many hundred thousands of the work- 
ing classes, especially in the manufacturing .districts ’ 
of England ; if we reflect on the prodigious increase 
of crime in that country, the vast extent of its female 
profligacy, and the debasing habit of intoxication whicli 
has so generally followed the reduction of the duties on 
beer ; we can hardly avoid the conclusion, that bauses 
of evil of peculiar power and malignity have been in 
operation in all parts of the island, to which, if not re- 
strained in their operation, the empire itself will in 
the course of time fall a victim. 

To illustrate the causes, and give a detail of tlie 
eftect of these sources of eVil in the British empire, is 
a leatl'iig object of this work, and, they will form the 
subject of an aiRple commentary in the succeeding 
volume. A few hints, calculated to point out the 
heads of subsequent inquiry, and their bearing on the 
condition of the people, van alone be afforded in this 
place. , " 

Various causes have conspired to produce the pre- 
sent diseased state of the population in the British 
enquire'; some natural, and necessarily arising from 
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tlie progress of society ; others artificial, and to be 
ascribed to the peculiar circumstances in which we 
have been placedr for the last hundred years. 

1. The first and greatest of these is the enormous 
accumulation of wealth in a few hands ; and the con- 
sequent creation of a vast and indigent pojmlation 
who live upon its expenditure, and are dependent up- 
on its support. * 

Tine immense increase of our urban, when compar- 
ed with our rutal, population during the last thirty 
years, as evinced by tiie poi)ulation returns already 
quoted,* proves how powerfully this cause of weak- 
ness is spreading amongst »is. Vast possessions, in a 
late stage of society, necessarily lead to the multipli- 
cation of city population ; because the wealth of their 
owners is spent in the luxuries and conveniences 
•which towns alone can produce. In the rude ages of 
the vt^orld the barons reside in the country, and main- 
tain their retainers in rude plenty around them ; as 
civilisation advances they are impelled by an univer- 
sal and invincible attraction toward cities, and des- 
tined to accumulate round themselves, in these great 
depositaries of vv'ealth, a vast population who have not 
struck their roots iutp the soil, but ai*e exclusivel}'^ 
maintained by the. wages of labour. Ev^y-ybody nm.st ^ 
be «ensible how powerfully this cfyise is oi»erating in 
Great Britain at this time ; how muclrthe rural pro- 
prietors are really absent from their properties ; and 
how immense a proportion of their income.sf, even 
when thef are there, is devoted to objects of luxury 
which the towns alone produce. It may safely l)e 


Ante I, 17, and Appendix, Jilo. 11. 
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affirmed, tliat' this habit is the first appearayice of gray 
hairs on the British empire. * 

The vast population, profligate habits, and rapid 
increase of our great cities, is evidently the cause 
which is overv/helming the population of the empire. 
The old saying, that “ God made the country, but man 
made the town,” contains more political truth than 
those are aware who have not studied the. cause of 
national decline. The pristine condition of the hu- 
man race has not altered : it is in th'e “ cities of the 
j)lain” that profligacy and corruption are first engen- 
dered. Amidst the vast multitudes and squalid dwel- 
lings of these great hot-beds of corruption, vice is en* 
couraged by the prospect of impunity, weakness is se- 
duced by the force of example, and virtue is over- 
whelmed by the obscurity in which it is buried. Of 
the existing wickedness in the nation four-fifths has- 
emanated from our great cities. * 

2. The remarkable and unprecedented gx'owth of 
our manvxfacturing industry is another cause which 
has contributed in a powerful manner to the foiana- 
tion of a diseased and dangerous population. 

The advantages of a singularly fortunate geographi- 
cal position, of a race of serfmeu, whom a stormy coast 
has trainedtto the utmost skill in nautical practice, 
and of a jwlitical awstitution which has for many hun- 
dred years didused the blessings of civil liberty, have 
contributed in a most extraordinary degree to form in 
these ‘islands a nursery for manufacturing industry. 
We possess coal and iron mines to an exffint beyond 
any other people: and the hardihood and skill of our 
seamen have given us a colonial empire un[)aralleled 
for exfimt and sjdendour in any age in the world. It 
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is this colonial empire which is the great sovirce of 
our manufacturing greatness. Out of L. 53, 000,000, of 
which the exports of the empire consisted in 1838, 
L. 35,000,000, or neaidy a-lialf, went to our own colo- 
nres, a/id L. 37,000,000 to all the rest of the world.* 
The unprecedented growth of this colonial empire dur- 
ing the last thirty years has contributed, in a most sur- 
prising inailner, to the formation of immense masses'of 
manufacturers in the heart of the emjiire. *CTreat 
Britain is to be regarded now as a great workshop, 
which diffuses its fabrics equally over the frozen and 
the torrid zone ; which clothes alike tlie negroes of the 
West Indies, the labourers of Hiiidostan, the free 
settlers in Canada, the vine-growlers of tlie Cape, and 
the sheep-owmers of New' Holland and Van Diemen’s 
Land. • The rapid increase of the human race in these 
advanced jjosts of civilisation sustain *and v'ivilies our 
empire, notwithstanding all tlie burdens consequent 
on our j)olitical situation, and, in spite of the jirodi- 
gious increase in the pow'ers of machinery, has called 
into being an enormous and perilous manufacturing 
population. 

It has been the well-known policy of Great Britain 
for the last century ax»d a^ialf to encourage, by every 
means in their power, the manufacturiE^ industry of i 
their people, and this policy ably ai«i steadijiy pursued, 
and accompanied with the advantages of our coal, insu- 
lar situation, and free constitution, have produced the 
immense results over which, in one view, we have rea- 
son to exuft, and in anotljer to lament. It is utterly im- 
possible that this unparalleled growth of our manufac- 
turing industry can co-exist with the firm foundation 

* Pari. Tables, vii. 168 , and Purl, Paper, 27th*lviay 1810 . 
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of public prosperity. Its obvious tendency is to create 
immense wealth in one part of the population, anil 
increased numbers in another ; to coin gold for the 
master manufacturer, and multiply children in his 
cotton-mills ; to exhibit a flattering increase in the 
exports and imports of the empire, and an augmen- 
tation as appalling in its paupers, its depravity, and 
its* crimes. ' < ' 

It is in the midst of this prodigious manufacturing 
population that the human race advances with alarm- 
ing rapidity, and shoals of human beings arc usher- 
ed into the world, without any adequate provision ex- 
istingfor thcircorafoi'table maintenance. Suchis.theim- 
providence, the recklessness, and the profligacy which 
characterize the great bulk of the urban population 
in all the great cities of the empire, that the Tate of 
increase bears lio proportion to the permanent de- 
mand for labour ; but mankind go on multiplyin'g as 
in the Irish hovels, with hardly any other liipit than 
that arising from the physical inability in the one sex 
to procreate, and in the other to bear children. Such 
is their improvidence, that mouths of suflering do as 
little to improve their habits as years of prosperity 
to better their condition. Through all the vicissitudes 
, of fortqne, and all the terrible changes of manufactur- 
ing industry, one dncessant accumulation of the spe- 
cies goes forward. In seasons of plenty they lay by 
nothing ; in periods of adversity, they learn as little 
wisdom. The multitudes of children find a rapid and 
steady employment from 9 to 16 years of age in the 
great manufactories, which renders them not mei'ely 
nowise burdensome, but a 'positive source of income 
to their parents in those tender years ; and 'when they 
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arrive at the age of manhood, they too ’often find that 
fhe period of their occupation is gone, and that they are 
thrown upon the world without any means whatever 
of earning a livelihood. Meanwhile their habits have 
been ruined, their tastes vitiated, their morals corrupt- 
ed ; the girls have lost their chastity, the boys theiriiite- 
grity ; and from the one flows the immense stream of 
prosti’tutidn which covers the streets ; from the other, 
the appalling inci’ease of crime which overwhehns the 
calendar. . 

3. The circumstances now mentioned may be consi- 
dered as arising unavoidably from the political situation 
and natural progress of the country ; but besides these, 
there are other causes of an adventitious character 
which are now pressing with marked severity upon the 
laboxM-ing classes both of France and England. 

The demand for human beings unquestionably 
reghlates in tlie end their supply ; but there is 
this difference between their production and that of 
merchandize, that the latter can be jiroduced, and 
are completed within a few months after they arc 
wanted ; whereas twenty years must elapse before 
the former come into full activity, and they subsist 
for forty years more. This circximstance, which has 
never been sufficiently attended to, isjirohably th<» 
chief cause of the extraordinary dffficulties'which have 
fallen upon the labouring classes within these fewycai's, 
at a time when the general situation of the empire 
gave no token of any pecxiliar caxxses of sxxffering be- 
ing in ojjeration. , 

It is stated by Savary, that the conscription, which 
affected young men from 18 to 19 j^ears of age, con- 
tinued pt?rfectly productive till 1811, when h suddenly 
ceased to proxlxxce any soldiers, and the Emperor, iu 
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order to fill his ranks, was compelled to draw .from the 
older classes, and ultimately embrace every one from* 
20 to 40.* The cause of this extraordinary and alarm- 
ing deficiency was not at first perceived ; "but a little 
reflection showed the French statesmen that it occur- 
red because the conscription then, for the first time, 
touched the sons of those who should have been mar- 

f « 

ried in the year 1792 and 1799 ; the years df the com- 
menceilient of the war, when above a million of French- 
men pei-ished of disease and the sword. Ever after the 
conscription of the youth of the legal age fi’oin 18 to 20, 
pi’oved entirely unproductive, because it advanced in 
the succeeding years into the sons of those married in 
1794, 179-'>, and 1796, and, of course, the produce df 
the marriages of those years, were scanty in propor- 
tion to the desolating wars which had thinned* their 
fathers’ contemporaries. 

It is the converse of this curious lact, that l)oth 
France and England have experienced for tjie last 
twenty years, and to which their increasing difficul- 
ties during that period have been in a great degree 
owing. The demand for labour during the war, es- 
pecially from 1808 to 1814, when above a million of 
men in the pidnie of life were coMstantly employed by 
frovernment in the ai*my and navy, led to a very great 
impulse to* populafrion during those years. Every 
body remembers, who is old enough to recollect those 
times, that professional success, in every walk of life, 
was a matter of comparati^ ease to what it is now. 
The exfKJuditure of L(.80,000,0p0, L.100,000)000, and 
L. 120,000,000 a-year by Qovernment, gave such an 
impetus to every branch of industry, that in all walks of 


^ Savary, Memoirs, viii. 117, 121. 
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life the acquisition of subsistence was within reach, in 
*many the making of a competence or fortune was with 
tolerable abilities a matter of probability. The effect 
of this immense addition to the demand for labour, of 
course, appeared in the rapid increase of population, 
which advanced with extraordinary rapidity during 
those years. Accordingly, the returns^from the agri- 
cultural Counties show from 1801 to 1811, an in- 
crease of 9 per cent. ; from 1811 to 1821, of 10^~ ; and 
from 1821 to 1831, of only 7. It is probable, that, 
from 1831 to 1841, the iiKTease will be only 6 or 7 
in tlie rural districts, as the diminished marriages con- 
tracted during the late years of depression will thus 
tell upon tlie rate of increase.*" 

One great cause, therefore, of the difficulties of the 
labouring classes has been, that now, for the first 
time, the produce of the increased marriages during 
th(? latter years of the war have come into the field 
of labour, and affected the employment of the whole 
population. Prior to 1830, tlie young people did not, 
in any considerable degree, affect the labour of the 
country, though they were numbered among its inha- 
bitants *, but now they have arrived at that period of 
life, when they engage ill laborious industry and jostle 
others out of employment. In thes» tim(;s, thero 
fere, we are suffering under 'ffie consequences of 
the vast expenditure and boundles* encouragement 
to industry during the war ; and a generation must 
expire before our children, in their turn, experience 
the bene’fits arising from the diminished impulse to 
labour under which we ^ present suffer. 

Unfortunately, the extraordinary and diseased in- 
Aiipendix^ No. IV. 
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crease of manufactures amongst us renders it boi)eless, 
that amongst that class any thing approaching to an 
adaptation of the increase of mankind to the perma- 
nent means of their employment can take place. The 
rate of increase in our manufacturing counties lias 
been greater in the last ten j'^ears than it was during 
any period of ,the war ; the proportion being from 
1801 to 1811, I6f ; from 1811 to 1821, 14^; and 
from 1^21 to 1831, 18^. This fact, while it strik- 
ingly indicates the peril to the nation which arises 
fi’om its manufacturing establishments, shows at the 
same time how little disti'ess or sutfering diminishes 
the rate of increase among that heedless and inconsi- 
derate part of society, and how vast a burden they 
are creating for the nation, if any external events 
should ever close or materially obstruct the pi'esent 
outlets to our manufacturing industry.'* 

4. The vast expenditure of the war has a/Tected 
the condition of our labouring poor still more seriously, 
by destroying, by tlie very act which created the de- 
mand for labour, a great part of the funds for its fu- 
ture support. This subject is one of the most vital 
importance ; and though it has already been touched 
on, f yet it deserves, in reference to Great Britain, a 
vnore serious tfbnsideration. ‘ 

In the ordinary Employments of human industry, 
the same demand for labour which calls mankind into 

existence creates a fund for their future and comfort- 
* «# . . 
able maintenance. The agriculturist who emjdoys 

workmen in clearing or improving his land, creates a 
fund for the future support of the species ip the pro- 
duce which rewards his labour, and the improved 

r* » 

* Appendix, No. IV. Ante, I. Hj(i. 
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Eonditioii of the soil which results froai his exertions^ 
'The merchant or manufacturer who employs a mul- 
titude of hands, if he does not so clearly, augment the 
source of future wealth, at ^ast creates property equal 
to the labour he employs in the produce of his manu- 
facture, which enriches himself and all his workmen. 
But the case is totally different with money expended 
in foreign loans, continental wars, or the payment of 
tha army and navy, which does not reprodtece itself, 
but encourages industry which makes no provision 
for the support of the species in future times. This 
is a most important distinction. Many of the ordi- 
nary .[U'ofessions of life do not produce any permanent 
addition to human subsistence or wealth ; and if they 
bear their due proportion to such as do, no mischief 
to oociety arises ; but when a great amount of 
the earnings of a nation is annually taken away in 
tilt- shape of taxes or loans, and emjdoyed in wliolly 
unproductive channels, the consequences must ulti- 
mately be a great disproportion between the means 
of employment and the numbers of mankind. 

Three hundred and thirty-three millions, according 
to Mr Canning, were expended in the war in Spain ; 
and if to the sums yaisdd by loan during the war are 
added the immense amount of the annua), taxes, jt 
will not appear extravagant to*assert, that probably 
little short of a ihousand millions wefe laid out during 
the war in foreign states, or in a form in this country 
M’hich did not reproduce itself, and contributed no- 
thing to the creation of funds for the future sup- 
port of industry. The efj^cts of this vast expenditure 
in such a direction hav’e been in the liighest degree 
importatit. By turning so great a propoi»tion of the 
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public wealth from a productive into an unproductive 
channel, — bygivingthegreatest stimulus to population,* 
at the very time that so large a portion of the funds 
for the maintenance of la^pur were not only receiving 
no increase, but undergoing a rapid diminution^ the 
inhabitants of the country have been rendered alto- 
gether dispropijrtioned to the means of their employ- 
raenl. Had this wealth not been violently torn up 
and poftred out into these unproductive channels, a 
large proportion of it at least would have > been de- 
voted to employment which reproduced itself, in- 
stead of being lost in purposes which left behind 
them only a sterile load of debt. The encourage- 
ment to population w-ould have been much less ; 
the temporary stimulus to industry more inconsider- 
able ; but the augmentation of the funds for the 
maintenance of labour would liave been much greater ; 
the channels of useful industry far wider ; and ‘the 
means of absorbing the labouring classes in prgtitable 
employment incomparably more abundant. 

This obsei’vation furnishes the true solution of 
that singular anomaly in our political condition wdiich 
has been so often observed, and which is perhaps 
unexampled in the ])ast his'tory of the w’orld, viz. 
t^iat the. state* contains immense masses of capital 
which cannot find eniployrnent, and of labourers wlto 
cannot obtain work, and yet that these two superfluities 
are unable to aid each other. The reason is, that the . 
vast exjjenditure of capital in an unproductive form 
diu’ing the war, has prevented^the formation of those 
channels by w'hich the communication might have 
been efiected. Capital W’hicb is sjient in such a w'ay 
works out no vent for human labour ; it furnishes 
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no materials for the future support or employment 
mankind ; it simply promotes industry for the 
time, not only without adding to, but by positive- 
ly subtracting from, the funds for its future maintc' 
nance. Capital laid out in a form which reproduces 
itself, as in agriculture, manufactures, or commerce, 
not only encourages industry at the moment, but at 
the same time augments the funds for its future sup- 
port^ The one resembles the spendthrift, who’squan- 
ders his substance in riotous living, dogs, horses, or 
carriages ; the other the prudent husbandman, or en- 
terprising merchant, who, by engaging only in useful 
or profitable undertakings, finds himself at the end of 
a course of years, not only nowise impoverished, but 
positively enricbed by all that he has expended. 

It never was the intention of Nature that all the 
wealth of a nation should be employed in a jirodue- 
tiv<? form, any more than that all the expenditure of 
an individual should be limited to mere articles of ne- 

■Jt 

cessity. A certain proportion must be devoted to em- 
ployment which does not reproduce itself, from the 
tastes, the necessities, and the inclinations of men. 
Nations must have fleets and armies, and occasional Iv 
foreign loans, just afj iniJividuals must have lawyers, 
physicians, painters, and opera dancefs, as* well as* 
butchers and bakers. It is the midue excess of the 
one which ruins individuals, — it is the same excess of 
the other which disorgani/es and distresses nations. 
England has not suffered for twenty-five years, lie- 
cause sh(? had a war with France, and maintained 
fleets and armies ; but because she was driven by ne- 
cessity into a war of sucli extraordinary length and 
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expense, as gave a forced and unprofitable direction to 
above a third of her national capital.* 

5. Great Britain, during a period when she was 
afflicted by so many causes which tended to destroy 
the healthful equilibrium between population and the 
means of its employment, has had to contend with 
an inundation of pauperism from the neighbouring 
island, unparalleled, it is believed, in the history of 
the woi-ld. 

Humboldt, the accuracy and extent of whose po- 
litical as well as his physical reseai'ches is so well 
known, was the first, as already noticed, who brought 
to light the extraordinary and almost incredible fact, 
that the increase in the population of Great Britain 
from 1801 to 1821, was a million greater than the 
comparative returns of births and deaths exhibited ; in 
other words, that an addition to that vast amount was 
made to its numbers within that jicriod from a foreign 
source.f What this foreign source is can be no mat- 
ter of doubt to any inhabitant of these islands. The 
immense annual immigration from Ireland is the chief 
cause which weighs down the British poor. Accord- 
ing to Humboldt’s calculation, 50,000 Irish annually 
settle ill this island ; and if it ir recollected that the 
.greater part of tliese are persons in the prime of life, 
and ready* to become the parents of families, it may 
readily be conceived what an enormous addition this 
must have made to the population of Great Britain, 
Such, indeed, has been its magnitude, that all the 
other sources of suffering to t|je poor are insignificant 

^ The (k‘bt of tlio nation is L,750,000,()00 ; tlie sum of tlie national 
lu*o[>erty is estimated by Colquhoun at L.2, 4 00,000,000, 

t liunibf/i fit’s Voyages, >;i. 217, 224. 
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in comparison ; and repeated committeefe of the House 
of Commons, who investigated some years ago the na- 
tional distress, reported with truth, that there was no 
tendency to undue increase among the native poor of 
Great Britain, and that, if the formidable competition 
of Irisi^ settlers could be withdrawn, all who remain 
would be maintained in comparative ease and com- 
fort. ■ . ' * 

Th|s enormous evil stares us in the face wherever we 
turn, and ybstrUcts whatever plans are thought of for 
the relief of distress. -Assuming Humboldt’s calcula- 
tion to be well founded, and the influx to have continu- 
ed at the same rate for the last ten years, there has 
settled in this country during the last thirty years 
1,500,000 Irish, almost all in the most needy and des- 
titute circumstances. This is nearly a third of the 
whole increase of the island, as evinced by the popu- 
lation I'eturns. Can there be the .smallest doubt that 
this immense foreign swarm has been the main source 
of the e3Ai’aordinary distress which, for the last fifteen 
years, has prevailed among our labouring poor ? It 
is the last drop which makes the cup of misery over- 
flow ; and, considering that the Irish have been so im- 
mense a drop, it is no woiwler that it is running over 
in torrents. * 

In every great town in the eny)ire the*# excessive 
multiplication of Irish presents itself a»an evil of the 
very greatest magnitude. Their numbers are nearly 
as follows.* * 

Now when it is recollected that these immense bo- 

diesof men are almostentiVely destitute when they cross 

• 

* London, - 120,000 Liverpool, - 34,000 

Manchester, . 38,000 Edinburgh, - *t0,000 

Glasgow, - 40,000 Bristol, - 24,000 

VOL. 1. L 1 
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the Channel ; that they are generally all engaged in the 
lowest and humblest species of labour ; that few ftf 
them add anything permanently to the wealth of the 
country, upon whose charity and labour they form so 
heavy a burden ; and that they barely maintain them- 
selves while actually in employment, — it may easily be 
imagined, that all measures for the relief of the British 
pdor must prove unavailing, which do not commence 
with Saying the axe to the root of this formidable in- 
vasion on the western marches. The production of 
the human race in Ireland seems to proceed with in- 
exhaustible vigour. Famines, suffering, distress, mi- 
sery, constitute no sort of obstruction to it ; and those 
restraints which might be expected to arise in the 
progress of society from the increasing comforts and 
artificial wants of the people themselves, are effectual- 
ly prevented from coining into 'operation by the wild 
and revengeful passions of its unhappy and too* often 
guilty population. 

6. The Factory System, and its natui’al appendage, 
trades’ unions and strikes among workmen, must be 
enumerated among the most prominent causes of the 
present diseased action of the principle of iJopulatiou 
in Great Britain. • 

% 

Whether othe factory system, tljat is, the employ- 
ment of girls or bpys, from ten to eighteen yeajs of 
age, to perfehm the chief manual operations iu the 
larger manufacturing establishments, is a necessary 
part df such .seminaries of industry, or whether they 
will in process of time be .superseded by«some other 
and more healthful ai rangeihent, salutary alike to the 
ihoral and physical frame mf their inmates, is not yet 
ascertained. But at present it may be affirmed with- 
out hesitation, that the system of employing children 
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of that description in these great establishments, is the 
itlost ruinous to the moral character and habits of in- 
crease in a nation, that human ingenuity ever yet de- 
vised ; and that, if either experience does not discover 
some remedy for these evils, or Nature in some way 
to us inscrutable does not work out its own cure, the 
empire will in the end be overturned by their effect. 

It ^s‘ liard to say whether this system is most de- 
structive to the young employed in the factowes, to 
their parents, <ir to the general habits and rate of in- 
ci'ease of the lower orders. The young, torzi at a ten- 
der age from the endearments, the duties, and the dis- 
cipline of home, are thrown, while yet children, into 
the atmosphere of hot rooms, where their health is un- 
dermined by excessive labour, and their morals speedi- 
ly givQ way amidst the profligacy with which they 
are surrounded. The parents find a precocious and 
deplorable profit in the earnings of their infant off- 
spring ; while yet in the prime of life they are enabled 
to withdraw in a great degree fi’om labour, and drag 
out a few years of indolent existence, to which spirits 
or dissipation form the only excitement ; and during 
which they bestow hardly any care on their offspring, 
but to impel them to the eau-ly and severe toil by which, 
at the expense of their bodies and soulg, this^ cursed 
prc)fit is secured to themselves. Th^ strongeot impulse 
is thus given to a diseased and frightful increase of 
population ; the habits of the working classes of both 
sexes run into incessant sensual enjoyment | early 
marriages/ or more frequently early bastards, are uni- 
versal ; and such of the youth of either sex as have 
survived their apprenticeship to manufacturing skill 
and moral depravity, find at the age of thjj’ty, that 
they can subsist on the earnings of their children ; and 
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as the avenue of employment to adults is, in a great 
measure closed by this premature work of their off- 
spring, they fall into the indolent habits or drunken 
ways of their parents, and make way for others in the 
same fatal round of precocious labour, premature pas- 
sion, and untimely decay. , Hence the innumerable 
children which are always to be seen on the streets 
of ‘manufacturing towns or villages, and the .extj’eme- 
ly shoi’t period to which human life is extended among 
operatives of either sex of inaturer years, and the 
great ninnhers of them who at that period find their 
way into the hospital, the workhouse, or the lunatic 
asylum. 

A natural appendage to this melancholy state of 
things is the system of trades’ unions and strikes 
among workmen, by which additional insecurity 
and uncertainty is introduced into employments al- 
ready too subject to commercial vicissitudes, and the 
evils of universal penury and compulsory idleness are 
periodically entailed upon hundreds of thousands 
among the people. Imagination itself can hardly 
figure the evils which this disastrous system brings 
upon the poor. Independent of the immense loss 
which they entail upon the manufacturing communi- 
ty,* and, which is the more severely felt, that they 
reduce thh’ty or forty thousand human beings at once 
to a state of destitution, which often lasts for months 

* The great strike of the calico-j>rinters in Lanarkshire, in 183slv, 
occasionfttl a loss to the community of at least L.e0(),000 ; that of the 
cotton-spinners at Glasgow, in 1837, which lasted four months, of 
L.550,0(.)1) ; that of the l.anurkshire txtlliers and miners, in the same 
year, which lasted live months, of L.800,000; and that of the spinners 
at Trestori in Lancashire, in 183d, flf L. 107,196.— Sco'statistical Ma- 
gazine lor November 1837, p. 87, and Evidence befortj Coinbinatiou 
CommitteeT 1838, 151, 271. 
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together, . who are so utterly improvident, that tliey 
Save made no sort of provision for such a calami- 
ty ; they produce a more lasting and pernicious ef- 
fect in the total feeling of insecurity which- they en- 
gender among all persons engaged in such employ- 
ments. No one can tell how soon he may be compel- 
led, by the mandates of an arbitrary committee, who 
enforce ‘tlfeir commands by contumely, assault, and, 
if necessary, assassination, to susjiend working, and 
remain for months together in a state of forced idle- 
ness, for the sake of a struggle to achieve the hope- 
less object of keeping wages uj) in a season of adver- 
sity, at the level they have attained in a previous pe- 
riod of prosperity. Great numbers of tlmse thus 
loosened from work fall into habits of thieving, drunk- 
ennes«, or prostitution, from which they never reco- 
ver; and hence the marked increase of crime which 
invariably six months or a year after a great strike 
ovei’loads the calendar. * But a still more serious, 

.B 

and, with reference to population, irreparable effect, is 
the general feeling of insecurity which it necessarily 
spreads among tlio operatives of either sex subject to 
such tyranny ; and the fatal disposition to merge care 
in present and sensxi^l enjoyment, to which their pre- 
vious habits have rendered tliem idroady tpo much 

Committals in Lanarkshire for scrious^crin^s : 


1836, - 401 

Strike 1837, - 451 

1838, - 556 

1S39, - 606 


— Pari. Reports on Crime these years. The strike of 1837 kept 
at least 40,000 idle and on the verge of starvation for above four 
moiitlhs; aruf henee the (Ircadfuliiiortality of that year, dtii itig* which 
23,000 persons in Glasgow were seized with typhus fever, and the an- 
nual mortality siink to 1 in 24. 
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inclined, and which tend at once to produce a iiurne- 
rou8, rnis’erable, and redundant mass of inhabitants. 

7. The rapid augmentation of population in the Bri- 
tish empire, which is now doubling in forty-two years, 
— a rate of increase unparalleled in an old state,; — has 
completely outstripped all the means of moral or reli- 
gious information afforded to the people ; and spread 
such habits among a large portion of them; as render 
moral improvement almost hopeless. The church es- 
tablishment perhaps was adequate, but barely so, at 
the beginning of the century ; but since that time 
the people have nearly doubled. Has a correspond- 
ing increase been made in the means of their religious 
tuition ?* Experience has made it but too evident that 
this vital duty has been fatally neglected ; and that, 
in the midst of a Christian land, we have nursed up a 
race of men so utterly destitute of all information on 
moral duty or religious truth, that the like of iflvas 
never seen in any heathen state. 

The constant emiiloyment of the young in manu- 
factories for fourteen hours a day, renders it almost 
impossible for any education to do them much good ; 
for who after such a period of daily toil could sit down 
to the additional labour of Ibaripng anything ? It is 
^almost Ijarbaivty to propose it. The, only relief to the 
poor childfen is to send them to their beds. This de- 
plorable state di matters cannot be remedied by vo- 
luntary charity, or even the unwearied exertions of th^ 
benevolfent ; they have been strained to the uttermost, 
and found wholly unequal to the task. NoVhing but 
the strong hand of Government, and an assessment 
reaching the vast funds of the selfish and mdifferent, 
as well aa. the humane, is adequate to the remedy of 
the evil. Whether such a task will ever be under- 
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taken by, the Legislature, or submitted to by the 
<!ouritry, may be doubted ; but tliis may be affirmed 
without hesitation, that, if this great duty is not dis- 
charged, and that, too, without delay, by the nation, 
the -seeds of ruin are, by the laws of God, sown, and 
justly sown in the community ; and that such will be 
the depravity and wretchedness of the people on whom 
the visitation will fall, that even Timouif, with Iris py- 
ramys of ninety thousand heads, would be deemed a 
inessenge 5 of ihercy to mankind. 

8. The total want of poor’s rates, or any legal pro- 
vision whatever for the indigent in great part of 
Scotlai^id, and the miserably parsimonious spirit in 
which they have been administered, even where ne- 
cessity has forced their adoption, must be reckoned in 
the foj’emost rank of the many evils which have now 
induced a diseased action of the principle of ])opula- 
tion'*in a large portion of society. Extensive inqui- 
ries have now ascertained the lamentable fact, that 
there are at least 350,000 human beings in Scotland — 
nearly a tenth of the existing population — who are in 
a state of almost total destitution, and are permanent- 
ly retained in that state by the obstinate resistance 
which the affluent classes»make in many places to any 
assessment, at all,— ir/ all, to any adequate assessment 
for^ their relief. * The paupers ^of Scotland are in 
fact just as numerous, or more so » proportion to 
^e whole numbers of the people, as those in Eng- 
land T'here is only this difference between them, that 


Viz. In Glasgow, 

20,000 

Edinburg\i, 

15,006 

Aberdeen, ^ - 

6,000 

Dundee and otlier towns. 

5,000 

Highlands and Islarifls, 

200,00( 

Sec Alison’s Reply, p. 19, 28. 
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those to the south of the Tweed are, comparatively 
speaking, comfortably maintained ; while those to th% 
north of it are allowed to pine and waste in obscui’ity, 
until their misery attracts the casual and too often 
fleeting notice of the benevolent. 

Even when relief is administered, it is done in so 
extremely economical, or rather niggardly a spirit, that 
it has* no sens'ible effect in arresting the evils, of pau- 
perism, or checking the stream of redundant popula- 
tion, which is in consequence flowing over, the land. 
The board given to paupers is so small, that, though 
it supports life, it does so only in the lowest possible 
grade, and consequently, without really asspaging 
present distress, peiananently lowers the habits of the 
people. Yet such as it is, * it is gladly accepted by 
liundreds and thousands, who flock there from the 
Highlands and Islands, to avoid the utter starvation 
which awaits them in those mountain districts, wiiere 
no x*elief whatever is afforded. Nothing can be ex- 
pected from the permanent and habitual retention of 

^ 111 Glasgow, which is a fair specimen of the Scotch system, the 
out-door aid allowed Is generally from one to tw(# shillings a week ; 
and even wiiere a total board is indispensable, it is only I4s. a ynontJiy 
or a fraction above od. a day — a pittance on which, in that opulent 
community, where the necessaries of lifcVire all extremely high, can 
^only siip|)<s^rt existk^nce in tlie mo.st Avretched stUte. Numbers of poor 
persons are begirded at rate in lodging-houses in the Barony <|ia- 
vish, where the mis^^y and squalid destitution exceed ivliat could be 
credited by those ivho have not witnessed it. Yet the heritors in 
Glasgow levy a heavy tax on the community, which amounts to aboifl? 
L. 20,000 him lull ly; and the utmost efforts are made by the aflUiient 
classes to relieve the destitute. O’he real evil lies in the Kirge propor- 
tion of Scotland over which the existing system of voluntary assess- 
ment has permitted the land-owners to shake theinsehv*s loo.se alto- 
gether of tlie great Christian duty of* succouring the unfortunate, and 
in consequence ihroiv them in overwhelming multitudes *011 the great 
towns j where that duty is, however, imperfectly performed. * 
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so large a portion of the community irf such a state of 
deplorable destitution, but a diseased and wholly un- 
restrained action of the principle of increase, and a 
general and progressive deterioration of their habits, 
and depravation of their morals. These effects, accord- 
ingly, have very generally taken place ; and though un- 
attended to by superficial observers, or those who took 
from boobs their accounts of the Scottish poor, they 
have been long familiar to those who were practically 
acquainted w’ith their situation. While the great 
majority of the Scotch proprietors were congiutulat- 
ing themselves upon their happy exemption from the 
burdep of pooi‘’s rates which pressed so heavily on 
their neighbours in England, and fondly dreaming of 
the moral habits and general felicity of the peasantry 
on th^ir estates, the criminal records have exhibited 
an increase of crime during the last thirty years un- 
pai'ftlieled in any other state of Europe ; * and the 
researches of unwearied philanthroi)y have brought to 
light a mass of indigence and suffering in its great 
towns and Higldand districts,! which, to say the least 
of it, is a disgrace to any Christian community, and 
cannot remain long unrelieved without overspreading 
the laud with the want, the crimes, and the insecurity 
of Ireland. 

,Is then the condition of the Jaunan race in these 
islands utterly desperate ? Can noftiing be done to 
Relieve the distresses which press with such severity 
upon, and have given such an undue tendeifcy to in- 

Serious crime has inorei^cd forttf-fokl over all, Scotland in the 
last thirty years. Vide infra, 11, ,‘>17, and antho. ities there quoted. 

f Vide Dr Alison on the iMaflageinent of tlie l\j<;r in Scotland, and 
Reply to Mr Monyponny ; Dr Cowan’s Vital Statisiks of Glasj^ow; 
and Baird and Fullerton on the Poor in tlie VWsteni Iblarids and High- 
lande; of Scotland. 
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crease to the ]|ibor ? and must we sit down in hopeless 
despair, under the grievous spectacle of multitudes 
starving in the midst of plenty ? 

The answer is, that this is not necessary ; that the 
British empire contains within itself abundant resources 
for feeding its numerous offspring ; that immense and 
fertile districts exist, capable of maintaining with ease 
an hijndred tirhes the inhabitants of these islands"^; that 
the growth of these distant possessions is only retard- 
ed by the impossibility of finding hands to satisfy their 
insatiable demand for labour ; that the multitudes of 
destitute labourers who now oppress our .industry, 
would be as great an acquisition to them, as their 
removal would be a relief to ourselves ; and that ade- 
quate means exist for transporting the living swarm 
across the ocean, and rearing up in transatlantic wilds, 
boundless markets for the industry of the heart of 
the empire. ■ 

Nor is there any chance of this prodigious opening 
for labour in Australia and our North American Co- 
lonies being either diminished or lost to this country, 
except by the folly of "internal legislation. The pro- 
ductive laud ill Canada and New Holland exceeds that 
of all Europe put together: h is |o intersected by wa- 
ter throijgh th,e great chain of the hikes which flows 
through it# centre, that hardly any part of it js fifty 
miles from iuladd navigation, and an immense tract 
lies on the shoi’es of vast navigable rivers or stupen-% 
dous inlUnd seas. The climate, sevei'e in Lower, is 
much more mild in Upper Canada ; the Hne, the 
maize, the apricot, peach, and nectarine ripen in the 
open air. The soil is so rich from the falling of 
leaves ducing many thousand udntei's, that* it bears 
the finest wheat crops for three years without manure. 

3 



IN EUROPE. 


589 


The invention of steam has facilitated indefinitely 
l)Oth the means of getting at this fertile district, and 
the market for its produce when cultivation has com- 
menced. Nothing is wanted but hands to clear the 
vast tracts of wood -encumbered plains ; and that is 
precisely what England possesses to superfluity ! 

It would seem, therefore, as if the bounty and good- 
ness of Providence was about to confound our short- 
sighted repinings at the unequal proportion of* popu- 
lation and subsistence, by a lavish distribution of its 
bounty, unknown to any former age of the world. 
This littl* island in the Atlantic possesses under its 
sway, .tracts of boundless extent and inexhaustible 
fertility, teeming with the riches of a virgin soil, and 
loaded -with the wealth of primeval vegetation. Con- 
tinent* larger than the Roman empire contained in 
the zenith of its power, lie waste and uncultivated un- 
der bur dominions, waiting only for the patient hand 
of industry to unfold their treasures, and ready to 
start into life under the animating exertions of health- 
ful enterprise. 

Sir Walter Raleigh said, that in the isthmus of 
Darien he would wrest the keys of the world from 
Spain. With more truth it may be anticipated, that 
the keys of the western woi'ld will be faund pi the St^ 
Lawi’ence, as those of the easterui have lofig been in 
the Nile and the Red Sea. The pos^ility of a water 
j*avigation through the chain of lakes to the Colum- 
bia river, with a very slight interruption, is 'how as- 
certained.* The dreams of a north west-passage are 
about to be realized, and realized by a channel pas- 
sing through the British ilominions ! 

The omnipotent navy, and immense commercial 
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shipping of Ehgland, seem destined by Nature to in- 
sure and protect the constant communication between 
the centre and the distant parts of our empire. Steam 
navigation has come into activity precisely at the time 
it was required to unite distant hemispheres, abridge 
oceans, and pour out upon the solitary forests of the 
New World, the vast population and moral energy of 
the* old. If Circumstances could be imagined moi'e 
than aay other favourable to the dilFusion of oiu* re- 
dundant domestic population over our boundless colo- 
nial possessions, they are precisely those in which we 
are now placed. • 

Even at home, among so many causes for anxiety 
and disquietude in surveying the pi’esent condition of 
the labouring poor in the Britisli empire, some streaks 
of light are beginning to appear in the liorizosi, and 
political danger promises to second the efforts of be- 
nevolence, in forcibly directing the national attention 
to the means of arresting them. It is forgetfulness of 
the poor to which we owe almost all our pi'esent dan- 
gers ; it is in attention to them that the remedy is to be 
found. Philosophic indifference was the principle which 
perverted the mind of the nation in this vital particu- 
lar in the last generation ; the only cure for it is to be 
drawn ftom Religious Zeal and Christian Cha- 
rity in the present. It is in that noble principle ijot 
merely animating individuals, butdirecting the Legisla- 
ture, which is the true foundation of national securit}^ 
Already the commencement of a change is conspicu- 
ous ; and we may see how powerfully the 'efforts of 
the leaders in this great work are seconded by the 
eternal laws of Nature. The eloquence of an Ashley 
might have toiled unnoticed for years in exposing the 
manifold evils of the factory system ; the fervour of 
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a Chalmers laboured in vain to rouse d selfish genera- 
Hon to the paramount duty of Church Extension ; the 
philanthropy of an Alison* fruitlessly contended with 
the ignorant impatience of taxation in mankind, in 
behalf of the destitute poor of his country ; but when 
the evils of the humbler classes wrought out their na- 
tural and inevitable etFecf in multiplying beyond mea- 
sure theiruiumbers, and endangering ffom their jTres- 
sure.,and wickedness all the institutions of society ; 
when the .torch of the Chartist was to be. seen in our 
cities, and the conflagration of the incendiary in our 
fields, the mind of the nation righted itself, and a 
sense of apprehension gave force to the suggestions of 
benevolence and weight to the dictates of wisdom. 
And herein we may discern the design of Providence 
in thajt vehement action to the 2Jrincii)le of i)02nilation, 
which is conset2uent on general sulFering among the 
pooler classes of society, and which at first sight a 23 - 
2)ears so strange a 2}rovision and disastrous a tendency 
in hunuln aft'airs. It was to give weight to the injured 
class, to draw attention to their suflerings, to make the 
force of numbers counterbalance the 2)ower of 23 ro 2 )er- 
ty, and com2)el a remedy for existing evils, if not from 
the virtues, at least froixi ijie fears of the higher classes, 
that this terrible expansive j>ower wa^ given to the 
lower ; and their redundancy in^opulaticn, itself ap- 
parently the most serious, because tl*e most incurable 
evil which can afflict society, is found to be the means 
employed by Nature, like the swelling of a limb intc 
which poisonous or irritating matter has been intro- 
duced, for expelling the destructive substance from 
the frame* of society. , 

On tlie# Management of tlic Poor in Scotland, hji Or Alison 
Edinburgh, 1840. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

ACTION OF THE PRINCIPLE OF INCREASE IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

ARGUMENT. 

Vast extent and boundless capacity of the American Continetit— .Extraordi- 
nary^ vigour and animation of tlie Anglo-American race— Its lapid progress — 
Causes of that advance — Influence of -the Democratic spirit in producing it — 
General well-being and yet discontented condition of the American population — 
Reflections on the probable future rate of its increase^ and the ultiiuate des- 
tinies of that part of the world. 

iNCOMPARABi^Yinferior to the Continentof Ejirope, 
in the number and variety of the political institutions 
which it exhibits, the United States of America dis^day 
an example of human increase, and of the powers of po- 
pulation, in extending over a boundless surface of fer- 
tile land, unparalleled in the past history of the globe. 
Since the period when the Puritan fathers of a New 
World first landed in 1640, on the coasts of Pennsyl- 
vania, down to the present time, the British race has 
never ceased to double in every twenty-three yeai's 
* 'and a half,; and this astonishing rate of increase ap- 
peal’s to continue* with unabated vigour at the-preseut 
moment.* The consequence has been, that the descem^j 
ants of the Anglo-Saxon race in the United States are 
probably now nearly fourteen millions.f This is in- 

* Tocqueville, ii. 372. 

t In 1790, they were 3,929,128; ki 1830, 12,856, 1 65.-^To6quevi]lc, 
ii. 370. 
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dependent of about 3,500,000 black slaves who now 
perform the work of cultivation in the southern states, 
and who, which is very remarkable, have been found 
for a great many years past, to be increasing at even 
a more rapid rate than the white population by whom 
they are surrounded ;* and although this surprising 
effep t is partly owing to the continued influx of blacks 
into Hie «outhern states from those ‘states in • the 
nortji and west, where slavery is either aboliohed or 
discouraged ; 'yet there can be no doubt that the sa- 
ble race is multiplying at least as fast in those coun- 
tries, where it still continues, as in the European ; and 
in 18§0, in the states where slavery was tolerated, the 
proportion was 3,960,000 whites, and 2,208,000 blacks. 
But from the great increase now in the latter race, 
ther^is reason to believe that their total number now 
in America is not less than 3,000,000.* 

Prodigious and unparalleled as this rate of increase 
of population has been in so short a time, it is far less 
than t?ie growth of mankind in particular parts of 
this highly favoured quarter of the globe. In the 
valley of the Mississippi, which is by far the richest 
part of America, and which contains above 1,000,000 
square geographical miles, or about fourteen times the 
area of the British islands, the populaJ;ion has multi- 
plied in the last forty years thirty-one fold*, while dur- 

* 'J'he blacks in the southern states are increasing in proportion to 
^he whites, in the following ratio ; 

From 1790 to 1830, Whites increased in proportion of &0 to 100 
• Blacks, - . • - 100 to 112 

Carey’s Letters on the Coloiflzation Society, 1833; -and Tocquevilie, 
ii. 230 . 

t Tocquevilie, ii, 329. 
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ing the same period, the numbers of the whole Ame- 
rican provinces have only tripled. This is proba*'' 
bly the most extraordinaiy and well, authenticated 
instance of Imnian increase on record in the world ; 
but it is far beyond the powers of multiplication 
which mankind possess from their own unaided 
resources, and is mainly to be ascribed to the vast 
influx of ininfigrants both from the States, df the 
Union on the shores of the Atlantic, and the ipore 
distant British islands. The number of persons who 
annually settle in the United States of America, 
from Great Britain and Ireland, is at present, as 
ascertained from authentic documents, not less than 
100 , 000 . And almost the whole of this vast multi- 
tude no sooner arrive on the shores of America, tlian 
they crowd away to the back settlements, and, swell 
the prodigious flood of civilisation wdiich is over- 
spreading’ the banks of the Ohio. To these are add- 
ed a still greater stream of immigration from America 
itself ; for clearly marked as the tendency of Emigra- 
tion is from Europe, and especially from the British 
islands to the American shoi-es, it operates not less 
forcibly in directing mankind from the shores of the 
Atlantic across the Alleghany mountains, into the vast 
and untrodden, solitudes of the wt*st.^ Such has been 
1*116 growth*of the h^mau species in that fertile terri- 
tory, which, both*from its extent and riches, may truly 
be called the garden of the world, that the States, ii^ 
that great alluvial surface, though they only began to 
be seriously cultivated in 1790 , now contain above live 
millions of inhabitants ; and it' has become no longer 
a matter of doubt, that in less than thirty years, its 


4 
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inhabitants, from their great increase, will have a 
preponderating voice in the national Legislature.* 
There is something solemn and aimost awful in the 
incessant advance of the great stream of civilisation, 
which, in America is continually rolling dou'ii from 
the summit of the Alleghany mountains, and over- 
spreading the boundless forests of the Far West, 
Nothing'similar ever was witnessed in the world be- 
fore. Vast as^ were the savage multitudes which 
ambition or lust of plunder in Gengiskhan or Ti- 
mour brought down from the plains of Tartary to 
overwlielrn the ojmlent regions of the earth, they 
ai’e as -nothing compared to the ceaseless flood of 
human heings which is now in its turn sent forth 
from the abodes of civilized man into the desert 
])arts ©f the world. Not less than three hundred 
thousand persons, almost all in the prime of life, now 
yeai’ly cross the Alleghany mountains, and settle on 
the bankj^ of the Ohio or its tributaiy streams. They 
do not merelj?^ pass through like a devastating fire or 
a raging torrent ; they settle whei*e they take up 
their abode, never to return. Their war is with 
the forest and the marsh, not against the corrupted 
cities of loug-establishyd man. Spreading themselves 
out over an exterft nearly twelv'e huncfi-ed^ nliles in 
length, these advanced posts of ci^filisation commence 

the incessant war with the plough and the hat- 

• . 

cl^t, and at the sound of their strokes resounding 
through the solitude of the forest, the wild ani- 
mals and the Indians retire to more undisturbed 
retreats. 4-long tract of nearly twelve hundred 

miles in length, the average advance of cultiva- 
• • • 

• * TtK^iuevillo, ii. 376. ChevalitM-, i. :iH7\ 

M lU 
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tion is about seventeen miles a-year. The ground 
is imperfectly cleared, indeed, by these pioneers of hu- 
manity ; but still the forest has disappeared under their 
strokes ; the green field, the wooden cottage, the signs 
of infant improvement have appeared ; and behind 
them, another wave of more wealthy and refined set- 
tlers appear, who complete the work of agricultural 
advancement. The wild animals of the forest retire 
befoi’e**this incessant advance of civilisation ; by a‘mys- 
terious instinct, or the information of other'animals of 
their race, they become aware of the approach of the 
great enemy of their tribe ; and so far does the alarm 
penetrate, that they are frequently found to commence 
their retreat two hundred miles in advance of the ac- 
tual sound of the European hatehet.^^ 

The violence of the impulse’wdiich thus imiibls this 
astonishing torrent of the Euroi)ean race into the 

II 

western solitudes, appears in the strongest manner in 
all the public conveyances which ti'ansport passengers 
to these distant regions. Thousands and tens of 
thousands every week in summer descend to the mar- 
gin of the streams which promise them a conveyance 
to the distant regions of the west, all eager for an im- 
mediate passage to the land of j)romise. Difficulties 
* annot* retafd, dangers cannot dfeter them. With 
ceaseless activity aVid persevering courage, they nSake 
tbeir way to the first steam-boats that can convey 
them across to the Ohio, and, without regarding fhc 
perils of the passage or the numerous dangers of 
steam navigation, demand only to be instantly con- 
veyed to the region of their hopes. Spch are the 

• Tocqueville, ii. 874 ; Report of Cass and Clarke tq Congress, 4tli 
February 1923. 
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nuiltitudes that flock to these means of ti’aiisporr, that 
even the sight of a high-pressure steam-engine, blown 
up before their eyes, has no effect in deterring others 
from instantly embarking in the perilous navigation. 
They^sk only a cheap passage and a quick voyage. 
For weeks and months together they crowd to the 
quays where the steam-boats take their passengers, 
almost rblling over each other in their anxiety to get 
forward ; no sooner does a boat touch the quay than 
it is instantly filled with passengers, and with scarce* 
ly any money in their pockets, and but little proven- 
der in their sci’ips, the liai'dy adventurers rush for- 
ward into the wilderness before them, and gain from 
the chase a precarious subsistence, till the first returns 
of cultivation afford them the means of support.* 
Steattn navigation is the vital means of communica- 
tion by which this extraordinary activity is propelled 
into distant regions. The Ohio and the Mississipj)}, 
and the tjumerous tributary streams which swell their 
waters, are covered with steam-boats. Above 230 
annually ply upon the Mississqjpi alone ; uj)wards of 
500 are employed on tlia rivers, which convey the vast 
stream of immigration to the western provinces of the 
Union. Without this mighty agent, the progress of 
cultivation and the clearing of the foreSt mitsthave» 
been comparatively slow ; steam 4iavigation is to the 
great continent of America what the circulation of 
tlfe blood is to the human frame, and the commercial 
wealth and paper currency of the great mercantile 
cities on the shores of tlv? Atlantic, the mqving power 
in the heai't, which sets the whole circulation inmotion.t 
The effect of this wontferful immigration and set- 
• Chevalier, ii. 23 , 24 ; Tocqueville, ii. 274. t Chevalier, ii. 24, 25. 
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tliriff of civilized man, in the fertile but hitherto desert 
regions of the western world, must, ere long, if it con- 
tinues, -a^ it apparently will, uninterrupted, produce 
the inost important effects on the prospects and situa- 
tion of mankind on the globe. Should the inhabitants 
of the United States advance as rapidly as they have 
done, they will amount by the year 1900 to a hundred 
million of souls ; and this amount, great as it' is, is far 
within the number which the territory of the United 
States could comfortably maintain. The' valley of 
the Mississippi alone is seven times as large as France, 
and incomparably more fertile. If it were as densely 
inhabited as the territory of France, it would contain 
not less than 250,000,000 of souls.* There can be 
no doubt that, long before this period has arrived, the 
usual causes of retardation which check the multipli- 
cation of mankind in the later stages of society, will 
have come to aifect the increase of the inliabitauts of 
all the eastern states of the Union, and of gll their 
long established provinces. But the continual influx 
of emigrants from the E.uroi)ean States, and the inces- 
sant anxiety of men to better .their fortunes by pres- 
sing forward to the unappropriated lands of the west, 
may possibly, for a century and a-half to come, main- 
tain this' rate 6f increase unabated ; and if that be the 
case, America will then contain as many inhabitauts 

as the whole monarchies of Europe at this tinie.t 

« 

This marvellous rapiditj'^ of increase has hithertl> 
not only been unattended with any addition to human 
suffering, bu.t it has taken its orijEjin rather in the 

Toccjiicville, ii. 62, 387. 

f Europe now contains 227,000,000 of inliabitauts to the westward 
of the Ural mountains. — Malte Brun. 
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jyodigiouS extent to which general prosperity has 
been diffused through all classes of the community. 
Among the many marvels which strike a European 
traveller on the first approach to the United States, 
is the* extraordinary well-being which pervades all 
classes of the community. Although pauperism exists 
in solne of the great towns and long- established states, 
yet, over the United States generally, the corijilitiou 
of the working, classes is prosperous in the extreme. 
There is scarcely a working man from one end of Ame- 
rica to the other, who does not eat butcher’s meat at 
least twice a-day ; and such is the demand for-lahour 
that everywhere exists, thatcominon workmen univer- 
sally obtain half a crown, and skilled operatives at least 
five shillings a-day. There must evidently be some- 
thing in the character and circumstances of the Ame- 
rican race, which has rendered so extraordinarv an 
• ■ *• 

increase of population coexistent with such universal 
prosperity. And, accordingly, a veiy little examina- 
tion will be sufficient to sliovv, that the condition of 
tlie jieople in the United States varies, in )nany most 
essential particulars, from any that ever yet obtained 
in the habitable globe. , 

Over the whole ofyVnierica there is not a singie 
farmer, properly so called, to be found. Eveiy man 
is the pt-oprietor of the soil which i»e cultivates. * 
The agriculturists bear a very great projjortion to all 
the other classes of the community ; for in ISiW, out 
of nearly 1,0,000,000 of inhabitants, there were only 
420,000 employed in cGlninerce and manufactures ; 
tlie whole remainder with, their families being occu- 


* Tr)cf juevilks iii. 17, 
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pied in the cultivation of the earth. * - Americ^» 
therefore, in its rural districts, which comprise nine- 
tenths of its population, is to be regarded as a country 
cf proprietors, and as illustrating, therefore, the vast 
and unbounded blessings which, in all ages and parts 
of the world, have been found to attend the acquisi- 
tion of landed property by the labouring classes. 
But the most extraordinary circumstance connected 
with this distribution of landed property among the 
working classes of America remains to be noticed ; 
and, what is very remarkable, has never yet met with 
any attention from political philosophers. 

The enjoyment of landed property by the "labour- 
ing classes has been known in every age of the world ; 
and there is no country that does not contain, at least 
to a certain extent, part of the race of land-owners 
who cultivate their own soil, in whose multiplication 
society has everywhei’e been found to be so deeply 
interested. But in all these cases the acquisition of 
landed property has been attended with the strongest 
possible attachment by the owners of the soil to the 
little freeholds which they cultivated ; and nothing 
short of the greatest disasters in life has been able to 
tear mankind up from the seats of their childhood, 
and the spots on which their own industry and that 
of their fathers hds, from time immemorial,' beed ex- 
erted. Such have been the effects of this feeling in 
France, that, as Arthur Youngf long ago observed^ it 
leads to the retention of heritage by children, even 
when it amounts only to a single tree ; while, in Cey- 

* Total Population. Agriculturists. JManufactureii. Coinmorce. 

9,038,220 2,170,6^0 349,600 72,4-93 

— Malte B)un, v, 256. ^ 

t Young’s France, I 490. 
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Ion, such is the attachment of the peojJle to tiie estates 
of their fathers, that they retain them, even when 
they atnount only, as they do in some cases, to the 
hundred-and-fiftieth part of a single tree. * That 
thTs /eeling, so natural and universal in the human 
heart, exists in the New World, is decisively proved 
by the curious fact, that the inhabitants of the French 
race in* Canada, who are nearly 500, (500 in iiuihber, 
feel*it as strongly as their ancestors in Europe ; and» 
instead of'spreading out into different and distantlands, 
remain crowded together in the settlements which they 
originally acrpiired two hundred years ago; and which 
are now nearly as much parcelled out in inimite sub- 
divisions among the lieirs of the original settlers as in 
the vine provinces of Old Fi ance, j 

Bflt in America, for the first time in the his- 
tory of mankind, this strong and universal feeling 
seems to be entirely ol>literatc«i. I’bougb the Ame- 
rican ^‘ultivatoi's have derived greater benefits from 
the soil than any people that ever existed, yet they 
have no sort of attachment oitiier to the land wliich 
they have cultivated, or ■which they Iiave inherited 
from their fathers. Not only is landed property al- 
most always sold and ilivided at tlie deatli of the head 
of the family ; ’but even during his •JifetiiTie, iininv 
g^’ation from one spot to another is so frequent, that 
it may be considered as the grand characteristic of 
Ihe American people. However long and liappily a 
proprietor may have lived upon his little domain, he. 
is .always ready to sell,it if he can make.any profit by 
the trans;action ; and putting himself and his family 
with all his effects on’ board the first steam-boiy:, 
* Blsliop Hebei's Tiavels, ii. 11-7. i' Toequeville, it. 20 K 
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transport him^felf to a different jiart of the^ country, 
and commence, perhaps at the distance of some hun- 
dred miles, the great and engrossing work of accu- 
mulating money.* This peculiarity is so remarkable, 
and so totally unknown in any previous peripd of 
human history, that it may be considered as the grand 
characteristic of society in the United States of Ame- 
rica and the present state of that country eUuld not 
be so vf'eli characterized in comparison with that of 
other countries, as by styling it the NomaD Agui- 
cui.TURAi, State. 

The explanation of this exti’aordinary peculiarity is 
unquestionably to be found in the industrial character 
which the Amei’icans have inherited from their English 
ancestors, coupled withthe effect of democratic institu- 
tions on the human mind when society is in a state 
of univei’sal and rapid progress. That the British 
race are essentially industrious, need not be told to 
any one u'ho is at all acquainted with their charac- 
ter, or who is historically impressed with the ef- 
fects which the wealth created by their exertions 
has produced on human aflairs. But in addition to 
the active persevering industry which they inherit 
from their Anglo-Saxon descent, the Americans have 
i;eceived vin extraordinary addition m their passion 
for wealth, from tho republican institutions which 
are so universally and firmly established in their coun- 
try. The distinctions of birth being wholly unknown^ 
in the new world, and the career of industry, opulence, 
and political importance, open plike to all, every man 
in the United States perceives that, by industry and 
activity, he has the prospect, not only of bettering his 
("hcvalier, it I2I, ItS; Towjueville, ii. 121. 
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conditioo in the world, but of elevatirig himself to al- 
*jnost any situation which the country can afford. The 
effects of this prospect operating continually upon the 
mind of all classes have been incalculable. They have 
entirely rooted up the love of home and hereditary pos- 
sessions, elsewhere so strong in the human heart, and 
substituted in its room one universal passion for 
self-elCValtion, and monied advancement. Hence 
the* prodigious activity which everywhere characte- 
rizes the ‘inhabitants of the United States, and tlie in- 
cessant wdjirl of new undertakings, mercantile specu- 
lation, and political agitation, which appear so ex- 
traordinary to all but to those who have been habitu- 
ated to similar appearances in the British islands Avith- 
iu the last ten years.* 

It*results from this circumstance, that employment 
is universal .from the highest to the lowest ranks in 
the* United States. Every man, whatever his fortune 
may b,^, must have a profession ; the few persons wlio 
have not, find themselves so contemptible and unhap- 
py, that they are obliged, in their own defence, to 1h> 
t^ke themselves, at least, to the semblance of occupa- 
tion. They are all either buying or selling, cultivat- 
ing or majiufacturing. ‘Wealth being universally felt 
to be the only j«issport to either iufluetice, ertjoyment, 
or consideration, it is every wheWB sought after with an 
avidity unknown even in the most commercial states 
1)f the old world. Whether this general thirst for 
money may not in the end essentially degrade the 
national character ra^ W'^ell be doubted : but in the 
meantime it is attended with the most important ef- 
fects upon the progress and wealth of population, and, 

• J * 

Chevalier, ii, \22, \2h Tocqueville, iii. 103, and ii. y03. 
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by turning the'' whole energies of the nation to the 
pursuit of physical enjoyments, adds in a most surpris- 
ing manner to the accumulation of opulence, and the 
general sum of material comforts enjoyed by the peo- 
ple.* 

It follows also from these circumstances that early 
marriages are universal in Anferica. There is hardly 
such‘a thing to be seen in the whole oftheUniledStatcs, 
as a man of twenty-one who is not married. Such is 
tlie facility of earning a subsistence and finding em- 
ployment in a comfortable line of life, that the want 
of a settled occupation or accumulated fortune has not 
the least effect of j)re venting persons of either sex from 
early consulting their inclinations in this particular. 
For the same reason, the obstacles whicli a gradation 
of rank, and the dread of an unsuitable connectiOii, so 
often interpose between the attachment of the sexes in 
the Old World, are comparatively little felt in the new. 
Not hut that the human mind evinces there, as,eveiy- 
where else, the strongest desire to form the gradation 
of rank, and construct those exclusive circles, and ima- 
ginary distinctions, which are embodied into such in- 
superable harriers in the aristocratic society of Eu- 
roi)e but that, as these gradations are not of here- 
ditary st&ndin^, but are the consequence of wealth 

Chevalier, ii. 12.7, Vm, Toequeville, iv, 103, iii. 2(30. Martineau, 
iii. to, 41. ^ 

f “ You^ can’t wnaji^ine,” said an American g^irl, the daughter of a 
milliner, to Miss \lartineau, what a nice set we have at school. * We 
nev'er let any of the liaberdashevs' daiigliters associate witli us.* My 
informant went oh to mention, how an5noii.s .she and her set of about 
sixty young peojile were to visit exclusively among themselves, how 
‘ delightful’ it would be to have no grocer’s daughters among them, 
but that wa.s found impossible ’ ” — Martineau, iii. 33. 
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which any one may acquire, the barriers to marriage 
are much less formidable to the young in the United* 
States than in any other part of the world.^ 

Notwithstanding the general and incessant activity 
oT •the Americans, and their thirst for money, ca- 
pital would be awanting to carry on the immense 
undertakings which they have set on foot, were it* 
not for* the wonderful effects of the system of pa- 
p^ credit which is everywhere established in the 
United "States. This powerful, but perilous, engine 
of improvement, has been spread to a far greater ex- 
tent in America than has ever been kno\yn even in 
the •British islands. From an inquiry made by Go- 
venirnent in January 1834, it appears that, at that 
period, there were in the United States five hundred 
and six banking establishments, independent of the 
National Bank at Philadelphia, and that these private 
banks had issued notes to the amount of L. 16,200,000 
Sterling. The notes of the Bank of the United States 
amounted to L. 3,300,000, making in all a circulation 
of L.l 8,500,000, besides about L.l 0,000,000 in specie. 
This vast circulation, which is considerably greater iu 
proportion to the wealth and pojnilation of the country 
pf tliat which obtains in the British islands,f is push- 
ed into the farthest extremities of*the states of tho 

« 

•Union by means of the brandi-banks, which, like so 
many forcing* pumps, disseminate the bank notes 
through every village and hamlet it contains. The 
discounting of bills is carried to an unprecedented 
extent; and the high rate of interest .cliarged, vvliich 

ClievUlier, ii. 117. , 

t The total paper oirculati<m of the United Kingdom is b.4^2»3()0,000 
sterling/ and the total circulation in gold and paper a4>6ut L.75,000,000. 
— M'CullophVs (’onunercial Dictionary. 
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is often one per cent, a-month, or twelve i}er«cent. a- 
' year, and in periods of commercial difficulties much 
higher, indemnifies the bankers for the numerous losses 
they sustain from the bankruptcy of those to whom 
they make advances. So powei’ful an agent is this 
system of paper credit, in forcing and maintaining the 
. industry of the United States, that its influence tnay 

ft ' f 

be seen in the farthest extremities of their possessions ; 
and it is *to the greater advantages they enjoy in tfiis 
respect, more than any other, that tlie sujierior popu- 
lation, wealth, and cultivation of the southern side of 
the St Lawrence and lakes is to be attributed, to that 
which appears on the Britis||^ shores of those noble 
estuaries.* 

7’'he great extent to which the system of paper cre- 
dit has been carried in the United States has rendered 
industry in that country liable to a variety of shocks 
more severe than have ever been experienced by any 
other community in the globe. Those commercial 
difficulties are of such magnitude that at one blow 
they prostrate the fortunes of the richest part of 
the country. During the great crisis of 1837, 
nearly the whole cotton growers of the southern 
states at once became insolvent ; and in the still more 
disastrous fconvulsion of 1839, the whole banks of 
Philadelphia and the Southern states, including the* 
United States Bank, stopped payment ; and those of 
New York^ avoided such an extremity only by con- 
tracting their issues in such a way as spread filrnost 
universal bankruptcy among the mercantile classes. 
Nevertheless, these repeated shocks to credit ,and in- 
dustry, which would prove almost fa^l to any Euro- 

t 

^ Cliovalier, i- 391. 
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pean state, are attended only with “Ifi temporary de- 
pression in America. So boundless are the resources’’ 
of the country, that no human catastrophes seem to be 
capable of arresting them ; a new race of traders suc- 
ce'cfjs those in New York or Philadelphia who have 
been swept away by the tempest ; their bills, discount- 
ed, at 13 per cent., speedily put them on the perilous 
road tb affluence ; their predecessors! who had’sunk 
bemre the storm, are transported by steam-boats to 
the back' settlements, where they si)eedily enter with 
exemplary vigour upon the labours of manual culti- 
vation ; and the deserts of the Ohio are vivjified by a 
■fresh stream of intelligent immigrants, from the effect 
of those very commei'cial catastrophes which, to dis- 
tant s})ectators, apj)earea to shake to its centre the 
whcHe fabric of industry in the New World.* 

'I'he causes which have now been mentioned, joined 
to'the advantages which they liave derived from the 
langujjge, institutions, and laws of Britain, explain 
the great increase in the population of America, not- 
withstanding the annual mortality of the country, 
which is so unhealthy that the deaths are 1 in 37 ; 
whereas in England they are 1 in o3, and in France 
1 jn 4I.f It wmuld appear that the vicissitudes of 
life, of fortune, mid the unhealthy occupation’of a grefjt , 
part of the people in clearing tL>e woods, tell severel}'", 
at least at present, upon the average duration of hu- 
5nan life. This circumstance, how'ever, has no effect 
in diminishing the rate of increase, or in checking the 
incessant activity whjch prevails over, every part of 

TocqueVille, iv. 149. » 

t Rickman^s Tables.^ (.!lelan(rs Fornior and Present State of Glas- 
gow, SO. 



568 


PRlNCirLB OF INCREASE 


the country. When the land is more generaUy clear- 

• ‘ed, and the primary operations of agriculture com- 
pleted, the average duration of human life will im- 
prove, and the excessive impulse to population will 
be materially diminished. 

Nothing can be more apparent tlian that society, as 
, it now exists in America, is in a transition state, and 
that rieither the'habits in regard to increase, rlor the 
politicarinstitutions which now prevail, can for any 
considerable period remain unchanged among them. 
The back settlements have hitherto been the great 
dx’ain which has caiTied off the turbulent passions and 
dangerous propensities of the human mind. The basin 
of the Ohio, capable of maintaining thi'ee hundred mil- 
lions of souls in affluence and comfort, may well retard 
the advent of dangerous times to a political commubJty. 
But, notwithstanding this enormous outlet, these dan- 
gers are steadily approaching ; political passion is 
more vehement there than even in the Europeiyi mo- 
narchies ; the popular cry against the system of pajxer 
credit is but the disguise which revolutionary ambi- 
tion had thei'e assumed ; and strange to say, the ty- 
ranny of wealth is more loudly complained of in a 
countrywhere the whole landed property is in tlie 

• hands of person^ who are violently attached to demo- 
cratic principles, than'in any state in modern Europe 
where it is almost entirely engrossed by an hereditary 
aiistocracy.* ’ 

From the habits which pi’evail among the people, 
the numerous material comforts to which they have 
generally been familiarized, and the . excessiyje desire 
for luxuries and enjoyment with whicli all classes are 

* Tocqueville, i, 203 } ii. 9, 10. Chevalier, i, 109, 201. 
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actuated^* it may with confidence b»t predicted, that 
•when the numerous outlets for profitable employment-, 
which now exist come, as come they will, to be in a 
great measure closed up, population will advance 
with very measured strides, and will, sooner than in 
any other country that now exists, be brought under 
the dominion of the prudential consideration and arti- 
ficial wants of the individuals whocdinpose it. ••In no 
comitry in the world is the danger of a redui'idant po- 
pulation -so little to be apprehended. The habit of 
good living and indulgence of acquii’ed wants wdll ren- 
der any tendency to a redundant increase impossible. 
'The-same powerful motives which now lead to the ra- 
pid increase will then as certainly retard, and ulti- 
mately stop, the advance of the species. 

There seems little ground for the hope, however, 
that mankind wdll continue for centuries to enjoy the 
same comfort and security which they now possess in 
the United States. The extraoidiuary circumstances 
in which they are placed, that of being throw'n into a 
territory of boundless extent and inexhaustible fertili- 
ty, with all the powers of civilized life at their com- 
mand, a continual stream of immigration to augment 
tjieir liumber-s, and not*in any way within reach to in- 
terfere with the progress of their indiftstry, cannot PQS-, 
•ibly .continue for any coiisidjrable length of time. 
Separate interests will arise, and liave arisen ; demo- 
'cratic passion, which already chafes ogainst all the 
restraints of law or justice, will find it more profita- 
ble to plunder than to create property ; the furious 
popular passions, which now find an occasional vent 
in acts of savage atrocity unknown elsewhere in the 

* Tocqueville, iii. 260 , 
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civilized world, ^ and which the sway of the tyrant nia- 

. 'jority renders it impossible to punish,t will gradually 

but certainly induce the curse of civil warfare ; the 

irreconcilable difference of the blacks and whites will 

involve the Southern States in the horrors of a servile 

♦ 

war ; and with the gradual removing to a greater dis- 
tance, or the ultimate closing of the great safety-vajve 
of the Far WestJ America will become a prey to all the 
crimes, jealousies, and heart-burnings, national and«in- 
dividual, which elsewhere have been bequeathed with 
the inheritance of sin to the children of x\dam. 

Democracy, then, is not the ultimate destiny either 
of the land of America, or of the human race ;.it is 
the pioneer of civilisation but not civilisation itself. 
Inexhaustible in the vigour and energy which it com- 
municates to the social body ; boundless in the force 
with which it expels civilized man into the desert re- 
gions of the earth, it is but a step in the great schefne 
of human advancement. When the work of clearing the 
forest is completed, the pioneer of human improvement 
will be gradually reabsorbed in its ranks. The passion? 
by which democracy is animated, the vehemence by 
which it ft actuated, are too great for the ordinary 
state of human affairs ; it is afn agent of incalculable 
^ power and importance, but destine’d only for a tran- 
sient existente. United to Grecian taste and gcniuss, 
it spread the refinements _of art and the discoveries 
of science through the ancient world ; animating the*“ 
Jlornan le|jions, it subdued the barbarism of ancient 

r 

* Such as burning a citizen over a fire by the h;in(is of the in- 
furiated populace, Martiueau’s Society in A^lerica, i, 150, ; iu 

141, 113. ♦ 

i* Tocqueville, 146, Martineau’s Retrospect, 207, 20S. 
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planners, and spread the sway of the empire from the 
shores of the Euphrates to the mountains of Cale- 
donia ; engrafted on the British navy it spread the 
enterprise of commerce and the blessings of civilisa* 
tion through the habitable globe ; impelling the Ame- 
rican colonist, it is peopling the New World with the 
indcftnitable race of Japhet. For all tlie great starts 
in human advancement. Providence draws from the 
recesses of the human heart, this fiery agent, unequal- 
led for good or for evil, in its action on the fortunes of 
the species. But such sudden starts or vehement efforts 
are not the ultimate destiny of mankind, nor is it by 
them that tlie greatest felicitj' ami noblest destiny of 
his being is to be ultimately obtained. It is in a less ob- 
trusive and more tranquil state of mind that the true 
happihess of man is to be found, and the greatest scope 
is afforded. for his intellectual and moral advancement. 

C 

'riie action of such powerful agents is always transient, 
both in J;he physical and moral world. It is not in 
the fiery iiTuption of the volcano, or the devastating 
flood of the torrent, that we are to look for the bene- 
ficial effects of these mighty agents on the y.hysical 
world, but in the fertilized field and the flowery vale 
whydi ultimately succeed, upon the cxiiaustion of their 
fury ; it was neither in the thunder nor in, the storm ' 
thift the prophet heard the voice of God, but in the 
still small voice which succeeded to the fury of the 
fmipe.st. 


V(»L. I. 
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A P P E N D I X. 




A P P E N D I X. 


Appeni>ix, No. I. p. 46. 

Durtkc the thirty years preceding 1831, the inhabitants of 
Great Britain liave increased from 10,940,000 to 16,537,000, 
or about^50 per cent. ^ The following curions table exhibits the 
rate of advance during this period : 


^ 1801. 

England, 8,331,434: 

Wabs, ^ 541,540 

Scotland, 1 ,509,<)()8 

Army, See. 470,5f>B 

1811. 

. 9,551.888 

011,788 
1,805,088 
640,.500 

1821. 

11,261,437 

717,438 

2,003,450 

319,300 

laii. 

13,089.338 
805,2.30 
2,305,807 
r 277,017 

10/342,046 

12,609,864 

14,391,031 

10,537,398 

10,942,040 


Iticrcasc in 

thirty years, 

>,594,752 

Thus, in thirty 

years, the population has advanced about 


5,600, OQO, or more than 50#pcr cent. uj>oii its amount at the 
beginning of that tinie.^bcing at the rate of 1^6,000^ year. 

The emigration irom tlie British* Isles to the United Stated 
in-lBSO was 30,000 ; in 1831, 24,00l5 ; i^ 183^, 57,000; and 
when it is recollected these were almost all adults, the vast 
additions thus annually made to the population, must lower the 
American nearly to the British rate of increase. 

The greatest proportion of this immense increase has arisen in 
the manufacturing towns, and the adjoining districts. To illus- 
trate this, two tables are subjoined, extracted from these returns ; 
the first exhibiting the increase in the last thirty years in the 
rural, the second in the manufacturing counties. 
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1. Rural Counties. 



Increase from 

From 1811 

From 1821 


1801 to 1811. 

to 1821. 

to 1881. 

Argryle, 

19 percent. 

14 per cent. 

4 per cent 

Berwick, 

1 

- 

8 

- 

2 

Caithness, 

4 

- 

29 

. 

14 

Djmfries, 

15 

- 

13 

- 

4 

Elgin, 

5 

- 

11 

- 

10 

Fife, - 

8 

- 

13 

- 

12 

Haddington, 

4 

• 

13 

- 

3 

Inverness, 

5 

- 

15 

- 

5 

Kincardine, 

4 

- 

5 

.. 

8 

Kirkcudbright, 

15 

- 

15 

- 

4 

Linlithgow, 

9 

- 

17 

- 

3 

Peebles, 

14 

- 

^ 1 

- 

5 

Perth, 

7 

- 

3 


2 

Roxburgh, 

11 

- 

10 

• 

7 

Stirling, 

14 

- 

1^ 

- 

11 

Sutherland, 

2 

- 

0 

- 

7 

Bedford, 

11 

- 

19 

- 

14 

Hereford, 

5 

- 

10 

- 

7 

Salop, 

16 

- 

6 

- 

8 

York, North Riding, 

7 

- 

11 

- 

2 

Kent, 

21 

. 

14 

- 

12 

Huntingdon, 

12 

- 

15 

■« 

9 

Monto^omery, 

8 


15 

- 

9 

Anglesef^, 

10 

- 

21 

- 

7 

Dorset, 

8 

. - 

16 

- 

10 

Rutland, 

0 

- 

13 

- 

5 

Oxford, 

- 9 

- 

15 


11 

Devon, - 

12 

- 

15 

. 

11 

Suffolk, 

11 

- 

15 

- 

9 * 

Cambridge, 

9 

- 

14 

- 

9 

Average, 

9 




7 
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Manufacturing CouNifEs. 

Increase from From 1811 

1801 to 1811. to 1821. 

From 1821 

to 1831. 

Lancaster, 

23 per cent. 

27 

- 

27 percent. 

•Monmouth, 

30 

15 

- 

36 

Ifottingham, 

16 

15 

- 

20 

Warwick, 

10 

20 

- 

23 

Middlesex, 

17 

20 

- 

10 

Leicest^, 

10 

16 ^ 

- 

13 

Chester, 


19 

- 

24 

Vork, West lliding, 


22 

- 

22 

East Hiding, 

12 

12 

- 

17 

Durham, 

11 

17 

- 

22 

Glamorgan, 

18 

19 

- 

24 

Caernarvon, 

19 

17 

- 

^5 

Ciir mar then. 

17 

15 

- 

10 

Lanark, 

31 

27 

- 

30 

For%, 

8 

6 

- 

23 

Edinburgh, 

21 

29 

• 

15 

Kinross, 

8 

7 

- 

17 

Henfrew, 

19 

21 

- 

19 

^Dumbaitoii, 

17 

13 

- 

22 

Aberdeen, 

K) 

15 

- 

14 

Stirling, 

14- 

12 

- 

11 

Flint, 

17 

15 

• 

11 

Cardigan, 

17 

15 

- 

10 

Brecon, 

19 

10 

- 

10 

Ayr, 

23 

22 

- 

14. 

Banff, 

* 2 

19 

- 

f2 

Norfolk, 

7 

A 

18 


13 

^ Surrey, 

20 

23 

- 

22 

Sussex, - ;; - 

19 

22 • 

- 

•17 

Stafford, 

21 

17 

- 

19 

Average, 

p— — 

16J 





- Prom'this curious and highly interesting table, it appears that 
in all the three periods, the rate of increase in the inknufactur- 
ing counties has been nearly double that in the rural districts, 
the numbers being, • 

^ 180UI1. 1811-21. 1821-31. 

Agricultural rate, *9 - Ktl - 7 

Manufacturing rate, 16j^ 14;5 - IS 
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If the nianufactaring towns, iu the rural districts were weeded 
out of their total population, the rate of increase in the out? 
would, be fully double that in the other. 

App^sndix, No. II. p. 4?7. 

The increase of the great towns in the empire during thciliree 
periods is, if possible, still more striking. The following is 
tlieir present amount as given by the census of 1831 : — 


1801. 1811. 1821. ;1831. 

jr ' 


London, c - 

864,000 

1,009,000 

1,225,000 

1,474,000 

Edinburgh, 

82,560 

102,987 

138,235 

162,403 

Glasgow, 

77,385 

100,749 

147,043 

202,426 

Manchester and siiburhs, 

94,876 

1 15,874 

161,635 

237,832 

Birininghatn, 

73,670 

85,753 

106,721 

142,250 

Liverpool, 

79,722 

100,240 

131,600 

189,919 

Plymouth, 

43,194 

56,060 

61,212 

75,534 

Paisley, 

31,179 

36,722 

47,003 

57,466 

Aherdoon, 

27,608 

35,370 

44,796 

^ 58,0-9 

!Newca.st^« ^Jiita’. 

36,963 

36,369 

46,948 

57,. 

Nottr trelaiid. 

28,861 

34,253 

40,415 

50,680 

E’-v 

63,645 

76,433 

87,779 

103,886 

Hull, 

34,964 

32,437 

41,87<jr 

49;:t>. 

Dundee, 

20,084 

29,616 

30,575 

45,355 

Norwich, 

36,832 

37,256 

50,288 

f 61,116 

Portsmouth. 

43,461, 

52,577 

56,620 

63,026 


These tables exhibit the vast and fearful increase winch has 
taken place in the urban and manufacturing population of the 
empire '^hin the last thirty years ; while the agricultural 
districts during that period have bajely added a quarter to their 
numbers, the metropolis has nearly doublecl its popul Maii- 

ckester has increased twice and a half ; Glasgow almc;.>t tripled ; 
Edinburgh doubled ; Liverpool more than doubled ; and aTl 
the other great towns in nearly the same proportion. 

•fc Appi;Ni)ix, No. III. p, 

To sho^v that the resoiiixes of this country, if pblitica*? circum- 
stances would allow us to get at theiii, are by no means near 
their final limit, we subjoin the following calculation 

There are in England, . ^ 32,000,000 acres, 

i ^ in Scotland and Islands, 24,000,000 
in Ireland, . . 24,000,000 
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Now, supposing that J20,000,000 acres in England alone are 
Arable ; 16,000,000 in Ireland ; and 5,000,000 in Scotland ; 
setting aside mie-half of the whole arable land for luxuries, such 
as butcher’s meat, beer, horses, roads, parks, woods, &c* ; suppos- 
ing that one-half of the other half, or a quarter of the arable 
land, i(S devoted to the stifple food of man, and laid out one-half 
in wheat or grain, and one-half in potatoes, allowing a produce 
of 24 bushels, or 6 bolls to each acre, recollecting that an acre 
in potat5es*can feed tliree times as many moftths as an a^^re of 
wheai ; and that a quarter of grain is the food of a Ininftin being 
for a year ; .the resources of the three kingtloms will stand thus : 


L Engi.and anj> Waives. 

Xotal area^ - - - 3^2,00(^000 acre<j. 

Mountain and moor, - - - 152,000,000 

Arable, - . - 20,000,000 

Ono-half luxuries, • - - 10,000,000 

*balf for staple food, viz. : ^ . 

,o00,d00 in grain, at bushels, will feed annually, -ds. 

.'>,000,000 in potatoo.s, at three time.s that, will feed 

•15,000,000 


aim mill?, - - - 

Might be maintained in bAJglaiul and Wales, 


60,000,000 


2. S(;OTl.AND. 

Total area, - - - 2/^000,000 acres. 

Deduct for wasfe.s, -% - ii),0(]pfj6o 

Jlemains arable, - - - o, 000,000 

One-half for In suries, - - 2, .^>00, 000 

Ouo^lialf ^ iple ^ 2,509,000 

Of xrbich on^ -half for grain, at 24 bushels an acre, will ^ 

feed annually, - ^ « 3,750,000 souls. 

One-half in potatoes, at tliree tinics that, will feed 

annually, « - - 11,250,000 

Might be maintained in Scotland, 15,000*000 
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3. Ireland* 

Total area, - - - 5if4,O0O,U0O acre# 

Deduct mountain and bog* - - S,0&0,000 

liemains arable, - • 16,000,000 

Of which one-half for luxuries, - 8,000,000 

One-half for staple food, - ( - • 8,000,000 • 

Of which one* half in wheat, at 24 bushels an acre, " 


wdll feed annually, - - 

One-half in potatoes, at three times that, - 

‘12,000,000 souls. 
36,000,000 ^ 

• 

# Might be maintained in Ireland, 


^^Abstract* 

England at this rate can contain 

Ireland, - - 

Scotland, - - - 

60f000,000 souls. 

48.000. 000 

15.000. 000 

The British Islands, 

123,000,000 

Whereas the numbers by the last census are, for 
Great ' In, 

16,400,000 

7,800,000l 


24,200,000' 


The prodigious difference between the numbers the British 
islands actually now contain, and those they are capable? of feed- 
ing, will startle those who arc not accustomed to political calcu- 
lations ; and^yet the estimate is founded on grounds which every 
one acqii^inted with the subject must consider highly moderate. 
It proceeds on the supposition that 39,000,000 of acres in the 
British islands are utterly unprodiictive ; that one-half only of 
the arable iand which remains is devotefd te the articles 

of human subsistence ; and that the produce of this portion is 
24 bushels of grain, or three times that amount of solid noufisti- 
ment in potatoes ; the calculation which is assumed as the basi^ 
of all Mr Young's* and Mr Newchham's calculations on the 
comparative amount of kI yielded by grain crops ami by that 
productive vegetable. , * 

It is needless to say that these numbers are never likely to be 
realized. It seems the law of Nature, that;'agcs before a nation 
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has arrive}! at the limit of its subsistence, its' decay is 
by a great variety of causes, which, by destroying nations 
pave the way for national decline. A survey of the fat 
the great empires of antiquity, and a consideration of tl 
resemblance which the vu and passions by which the 
distiLguished at the period of the commencement of thei 
dine, bear to those by which w^e are agitated, leads to the niv 
lanohply conclusion that we are fast approacliing, if we have not 
alrA«»ay‘oifo^ (], the utmost limit of our grebtness, and \|iat a 
decay ri destined to precede the fall of the Britis'Ii empire." 
During that period our population will remain station ary or recede ; 
our courage will perha])s abate; our wealth will certainly diminish ; 
our ascendency will disappear, and at length the Queen of the 
Waves vvjll sink into an eternal, though not forgotten fcdumber. It 
is more likely, than that these islands will ever contain human be- 
ings for whom sufficient sustenance cannot be obtained, that its 
fields wjl return in the revolutions of society to their pristine 
desojifition, and the forest resume its wonted domain, and savage 
animals regain their long lost habitations ; tliat a few fishermen 
wiy spread their nets on the ruins of Plymouth, and the beaver 
construct his little dwelling under the arches of Waterloo Bridge; 
tlfb To '/ers of York rise in dark magnificence amidst an aged 
forest ; and the red- deer sport in savage independence round the 
Athenian piiiars of the Scottish 'metropolis. • 
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Total area^ , 
Deduct mof. 
Kemaios af 
Of which c_ 


^AvrJBKOxx, No- IV. p, 75. 

wi^ the P<^idatlon, Temtory, a rrd Proportion per aquai*© leagui 
of the folio'VKing countries in 1825. 


Count¥i««. 


Ono-half ^ca, - 
Of whi^*-’'^*! Einpire, 

^ .>rth America, 

8oiith America, 

Asiatic Russia, 

Chinee p-ufpire, t - 
^ Spau :.sii America, 

^Europe, *" - 

|0r»^l, - - . 

j United States, 

< Russia in Eurojve, 
j China Proper, 

Buenos Ayres, - 

India, - - 

U. S. west of the Mississippi, 
New Spain, with (Tuatirnahi, 
Colombia, - . 

XJ. east of til e Mississippi, 
New Grenada, 

British India, 

Peru, - - - - 

iSweden and Norway, 
Venezuela, 

The 15 States on the A thin* 
tic of the United States, 
Austrhin Empire, 

Germany, - 
Spain and Portugal, 

I'rance and Corsica, 

Spain, 

Chili, - ' . - 
Italy, 

BriJiish Islands, 

Prussia, - - - - 

M^est Indies^ -sj 

, Mrginiji, - - 

IVovincc of Caraccas, 
l^ngland, 

Pennsylvania, 

Vfexico, - 
Portugal, 

SwitzerlaiKi, 

Egyi>t, 


- I 


> 


[Galicia, 

Arrajgon, - - 

Holland, - 
iValench^. . - 

jDepartt^i^its of the 
j rente:in Fife 

—lluinhohlt. xi, 57. 


Cha- V 

f 


195.000. 000; 
V>oo/)ooj 

l(),".?20,000i 

5.200.000 

150.000. 000j 

2.300.0001 

101.000. 0001 
300,000! 

8,400,000' 

2,T85,0()0i 

0,40],0()0! 

2 , 000,000 

73.000. 000 

1 .400.000 

3.550.000 
785,000j 

7.421.000 

29.000. 000 

30.500.000 

14.619.000 

30.610.000 

11.446.000 

1,100 \)0 

20.100.000 
21,200^00 
1 1,663,001 

2.500.000 

1.065.000 
420,000| 

12,218,500! 

l,O49,500j 

1.770.0001 

3.173.000 

1.946.000 

2.489.000 

1.400.0001 
660,000 

2,100,000 

1,200*000 

347, <XK) 


304,700 
257,00Tr"*^K 

1 74',300 
150,100 
128,000 
126,800 
109,200 

96.600 

92.600 

92.000 

77.700 
58,250 

90.100 
41,400 

39.100 

33.700 

30.900 

21.900 

21.300 
18,150 , 

17.100 

15.000 

14.300 

10,210 

10.000 

8.900 
- 8,300 

5,400 
5,200 
4,840 

3.900 
3,800 
3,150 
1,330 
1,100 
1,650 
1,230 

900 
640 

186 


PouulMUdn 
iu 18«6. 

Territory in 
marine 
leagues. 

1*1 ©portion 
per ii^quate 
league. 

34,284,000 

1,186,930 

29 * 

54,000,000 

"" 616,000 

87 

19,650,000 

1 607,33«f 

32 

12,161,000 

i 571,300 

21 

2,000,000 i 

465,600 


175,000,0001 463,200 

• 377 

16,785,000 

371,400 

45 


639 
15 
58 
345 
1172 
18 
4)25 

■4 

95 

hi 

31 

810 

34 

90 

S>5 

240 

K*4 
1432 
805 
1790 
763 
76 
1967 
21,20 
1311 
301 
197 
40 
2524 
269 
4^5 
1007 
1175 
W37 
1053 
537 
^ 1330 
1874 

*4865 
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